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THE AGE OF CKirALllT. 



PART 1. 

KIXG ARTHUR AND HIS KSIODTS. 



TO MRS. JOSEPH COOLIDGE. 



D£AR Madam: — 

To jovLy who have sympathized in my tastes, and 
encouraged my researches, I dedicate this attempt to 
depict the age of chivahy, and to revive the legends of 
the land of our fathers. 

Your friend and cousin, 



T. B. 



PREFACE. 



Ih a former work the compiler of this Tolnme endeavored 
to impart the pleasures of classical learning to the English 
reader, by presenting the sloriea of Pogiui mythology in a 
form adapted to modem taste. In the present vohime the 
attempt lias been mode to treat in the same way the stories 
of the second " age of fable," the flge which witnessed the 
dawn of the several states of Modem Europe. 

It is believed that this presentation of a Uteralure which 
held unrivalled sway over the imaginations of our ancestors, 
for many centuries, will not be without benefit to tbc read- 
er, in addition to the amusement it may afford. The tales, 
though not to be truaied for their facts, are worthy of all 
crifdil as pictures of manners ; and it is beginning to be 
held that tbe manners and modes of thinking of an age are 
a mor« important part of its history than the conflicts of its 
peoples, geocrally leading lo no result. Besides this, the 
literatnre of romance is a treasure-house of poetical mate- 
ritU, to which modem poetJ) frequently resort. Tlie Italian 
pools, Danic and Ariosto, the English, Spenser, Scott, 
and Tennyson, and our own Longfellow and Lowell, are 
examples of this. 



Tiieae legpnds are so connecied willi each otlier. so con- 
eislPnlly adapted to a group of characters strongly individ- 
ualized in Arthur, Launcelot, and their compeere, find so 
lighted up by the fires of imagination and invention, that 
they seem as well adapted to the poet's purpose as the 
legends of the Greek and Roman mythology. And if 
every well-educated young person is expected to know the 
Btory of the Golden Fleece, why is the quest of the San- 
greol less worthy of his acquaintance ? Or if an allusion 
to the shield of Achilles ought not to pass unapprehended, 
why should one to Escah'bar, the famous sword uf Ar- 
thur;— 

" Of Anhnr, who, to upper light reatored. 
With tliBl leirific svonl, 
WliicU yet ho bnmdishes for fnnira wnr, 
Bholl lift bis caunCry's fame aboTC tlic polar «Mr"? * 

It is an additional recommendation of our subject, that 
it tends to cherish in our miods the ideaof llie Kiurcc from 
which wo sprung. We are entitled to our full share in 
tJic glories and recollections of the land of our forefathers, 
down lo the time of colonization thence. The Bssociationa 
which spring from this source must be fruitful of good 
influences ; among which not the least valuable is the in- 
CKHsed enjoyment which such associations atford lo the 
American traveller when he visits England, and sets hia 
fool upon any of her renowned localities. 

The readers of Tennyson are invited to peruse in these 
legends the originals of those stories which the poet has 
clothed in the dnij^ry of vereo, and given to the public in 
his "IdylU of the King," and in shorter porniB. Perhaps 
some of tliem may be found more Intelligible for our plain 
narrative of the same events. 
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KI.\G ARTEUR AND HIS KNIGHTS. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION. 



On the dcclino of the Roman power, about five 
centuries after Clirist, the countries of Northern 
Europe were IcIX almost destitute of a national 
goTcmment. Numerous chiefs, more or less pow- 
erful, held local sway, as for as each could enforce 
his dominion, aud occasionally those cliiefs would 
unite for a common object ; but, in ordinary times, 
they wore much more likely to be found in hostility 
to one another. In Euuh a state of tilings, the rights 
of the humbler classes of society were at the mercy 
of every assailant ; and it is plain thatj without some 
check upon the lawless power of the chiefs, society 
must have relapsed into barbarism. Such checks 
were found, first, in the rivalry of the cliiefs them- 
selves, whose mutual jealousy made them restraints 
upon one another ; secondly, in the influence of the 
Church, which, by every motive, pure or selfisli, 
was jiledgcd to interpose for the protection of the 
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weak ; and lastly, in the generosity and sense of 
right wliich, however crushed under the weight of 
pasEioii and selfishness, dwell naturally in the heart 
of man. From this last source sprang Chivalry, 
whicli framed an ideal of the heroic diameter, com- 
bining invincible strengtli and valor, justice, mod- 
esty, loyalty to superiors, courtesy to equals, com- 
passion to weakness, and devotedness to the Church ; 
an ideal wliich, if never met with in real life, was 
acknowledged hy all as the highest model for emu- 
lation. 

Tlio word Chivalry is derived from the French 
ckcval, a horse. Tlie word knight, wluch originally 
meant Iwy or servant, was particularly applied to a 
young man after ho was admitted to the privilege 
of bearing arms. This privilege was conferred on 
youths of family and fortune only, for the mass of 
the people were not fnrnislicd with arms. The 
knight tlien was a mounted warrior, a mau of rank, 
or in tlie service and maintenance of gome man of 
rank, generally possessing some independent moans 
of support, but oftou relying mainly on tlio grati- 
tude of those whom he served for tlio supply of his 
wants, and often, no doubt, resorting to the means 
which power confers on its possessor. 

In time of war the knight was, with liis followers, 
in the camp of his sovereign, or commanding in the 
field, or holding some castle for him. In time of 
poocc he was often in attendance at his sovereign's 
court, gracing with his presence the banquets and 
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tournamenls with wliicli princes cliccred their leis- 
ure. Or he was traversing the country in quest of 
advBiiture, professedly bont on rodressiiiK wrongs 
and enforcing rights, sometimes in fullilment of 
some vow of religion or of love. These wandering 
knights were called knights-errant ; they were wel- 
come guests in tlie castles of the nobility, for tbeir 
presence enlivened the dulness of those secluded 
ahodes, and tliey were received with honor at tlie 
abbeys, which often owed the best part of thoir rev- 
enues to the patronage of tlie knights ; but if no 
castle or abbey or hermitage were at hand, their 
I hardy habits made it not intolerable to them to lie 
I down, supperless, at the foot of some wayside cross, 
I and pass the night. 

It is erident that the justice admhjistercd by such 

I ftn instrumentality must have l>cen of the rudest 

I description. The force whose legitimato purpose 

I Iras to redress wrongs, might easily be perverted to 

llnflict tliem. Accordingly, wo find in the romances, 

Ivhich, however fabulous in facts, are true a,s pic- 

■tures of manners, that a knightly castle was often 

■H terror to tho surrounding country; that its dun- 

joiia were fnll of oppressed knights and ladies, 

vailing for some champion to appear to set them 

^ or to be ransomed with money ; that hosts of 

^idlo retainers were ever at hand to enforce their 

lord's behests, regardless of law and justice ; and 

■at the rights of the unarmed multitude were of 

Who account. This coiitruriety of fact and theory 
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in regard to chiTalry will account for tlie ot^>odte 
impressions which exist in men's minds respecting 
it. While it has been the theme of the most fer^ 
^id eulogium on the one part, it has been as eagerly 
denounced on the other. On a cool estimate, wo 
cannot but see reason to congratulate ourselres that 
it has given way in modem times to the reign of 
law, and that the civil magistrate, if less pictu- 
resque, has taken the place of the mailed champion. 

THE TRAINISG OP A KNIGHT. 

The preparatory education of candidates for 
knighthood was long and arduous. At seven years 
of age the uoblo children were usually removed 
Irom their father's house to the court or castle of 
tlieir future patron, and placed under the caro of 
a governor, who taught them tlio first articles of 
religion, and respect and revorcnco for tlieir lords 
and superiors, and initiated tlicm in the ceremonies 
of a court. They wero called pages, valets or var- 
lets, and their offico was to can'e, to wait at table, 
and to perform other menial services, which wero 
not tlien confiidercd liumiliating. In their Icisuro 
hours they learned to dance and play ou the harp, 
were instructed in the mysteries of truoils and 
riverSy that is, iu hunting, falconry, and fishing, 
and in wrcKtliiig, tilting with spears, and perform- 
ing other military exercises on horseback. At four- 
teen the page became an cstjuirc, and U'gan a course 
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' of severer and more laborious exercises. To vault 
on a horso in heavy armor ; to run, to scale vails, 
and spring over ditclies, under the Eamc encum- 
hrauce ; to nrestle, to wield the battle-axe for a 
lengtli of time, without raising the visor or taking 
breath ; to perforin with grace all the evolutious of 
horsemanship, — wore necessary preliminaries to the 
reception of knighthood, which was usually conferred 
at twenty-one years of age, when tlie young man's 
education was supposed to bo completed. In the 
mean time, the esquires were no less assiduously en- 
gaged iu acquiring all those refinements of civility 
which formed what was in that ago called courtesy. 
The eamo castle in which they received their educa- 
tion was usunlly thronged with young persons of the 
other sex, and the page was encouraged, at a very 
early age, to select some lady of the court as the 
mislrosa of his heart, to whom he was taught to refer 
all hb sentiments, words, and actions. The service 
of his mistress was the glory and occupation of a 
knight, and her smiles, bestowed at once by affec- 
tion and gratitude, were held out as the recompense 
of his well-directed valor. Religion united its influ- 
euce with those of loyalty and love, and the order 
of knighthood, endowed with all the sanctity and 
religious flwo that attended the priestliood, became 
an object of ambition to tho greatest sovereigns. 

The ceremonies of initiation were peculiarly sol- 
emn. After undergoing a severe fast, and spending 
vhole nights in prayer, tho candidate confessed, and 
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received the sacrament. Ho then clothed himself 
in Eiiow-whit4! garments, and repaired to the churcbJ 
or the liall, where the ceremony was to take placs^l 
bearing a knightly sword suspended from his iieckJ^ 
which the officiating priest took and blessed, 
then returned to him. Tlie candidate tlien, witll 
folded arms, knelt before the presiding knif^lit, wlioj 
after some questions about his motives and purpose^ 
in requesting admission, administered to him thd 
oaths, and granted liis request. Some of the koightd 
present, sometimes even ladies and damsels, handec 
to him in succession tlie spurs, the coat of mail, tlifl 
Iiaul)erk, the armlet and gauntlet, and lastly he 
girded on the sword. Ho then knelt again before 
the president, who, rising from his scat, gave him 
the " accolade," which consisted of three strokeBaJ 
with the flat of a sword, on the shoulder or neck ofl 
the candidate, accompanied by the words: "lu tbo^ 
name of God, of St. Michael, and St. George, I 
make thoo a knight ; be valiant, courtooaa, and 
loyal!" Then he received his helmet, his shield, 
and spear ; and thus the investiture ended. 



FRKESIKN, VILLAINS, SERFS, AND CLERK9. 

The other classes of which society was compos 
were, first, freemen, owners of small portions < 
land, independent, though they sometimes %'o1uuta 
rily became the vassals of their more opulent noigbi 
bors, whoso power was necessary for their pi-otectioaJ 
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■The other two classes, which were much the most 
numerous, were either serfs or TUIaius, bolli of 
which were slaves. 

The stTfs were in the lowest state of slavery. 
All the fruits of their labor belonged to the master 
vbose land they tilled, and by whom they were fed 
itnd clotlied. 

The villains were less degraded. Their situation 
soems to have resembled that of the Russian peas- 
ants at tliis day. Like tlie serfs, they were attached 
to the soil, and were transferred with it by pur- 
chase ; but they paid only a fixed rent to the laiid- 
I'lord, and had a right to dispose of any surplus that 
light arise from their industry. 

The term clerk was of very extonsiTe import. It 
eomprohcnded, originally, such persons oidy as he- 
longed to the clergy, or clerical order, among whom, 
however, might be found a multitude of married 
persons, artisans or others. But in process of time 
a much wider rule was established ; every one that 
could read being accounted a clerk, or clericus, and 
allowed the " benefit of elcrgj-," that is, exemption 
&om capital and some other forms of puuisbment, 
in coae of crime. 



TOITHNAMENTB. 



The splendid pageant of a tournament between 
' knights, its gaudy accessories and trappings, and its 
I cluTalrous regulations, origiuated in France. Tour- 
incuts were repeatedly condemned by the Church, 
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probably on account of the quarrels they led to, and 
the often fatal results. The "joust," or "just," was 
different from the tournament. In these, knights 
fought with their lances, and their object was to 
unhorse their antagonists ; while the tournaments 
were intended for a display of skill and address 
in evolutions, and with various weapons, and 
greater courtesy was observed in the regulations. 
By these it was forbidden to wound the horse, or 
to use the point of the sword, or to strike a knight 
after he had raised his visor, or unlaced his hel- 
met. The ladies encouraged their knights in these 
exercises ; they bestowed prizes, and the conqueror's 
feats were the theme of romance and song. The 
stands overlooking the groimd, or course, were 
varied in the shapes of towers, terraces, galleries, 
and pensile gardens, magnificently decorated with 
tapestry, pavilions, and banners. Every combatant 
proclaimed the name of the lady whose servant 
iCafnour he was. He was wont to look up to the 
stand, and strengthen his courage by the sight of 
the briglit eyes that were raining their influence on 
him from above. The knights also carried favors j 
consisting of scarfs, veils, sleeves, bracelets, clasps, 
— in short, some piece of female habiliment, — at- 
tached to their helmets, shields, or armor. If, 
during the combat, any of these appendages were 
dropped or lost, the fair donor would at times send 
her knight new ones, especially if pleased with his 
exertions. 
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MAH. ARMOR. 

Mail ftnnor, of n'hicli the hauberk is a species, 
and whicli derived ita ntuno from maillc, a Frcuch 
word for mesh, was of two kinds, plate or scale mail, 
and chain mail. It was originally used for the pro- 
ttiction of tho IxKly only, rcucliiiig no lower Ihau the 
knees. It was shaped Hko a carter's frock, and 
bound round tho waist by a ginilo. Glgvos and 
huso of mail were afterwards added, and a liood, 
which, when necessary, ^"s drawn over the licad, 
leaving tho face alone uncovered. To protect the 
nkin from the impression of tho iron network of tiie 
chain mail, a quilted lining was employed, wblcii, 
however, was insufTicient, and the bath was used to 
cQacQ Uic marks of tho armor. 

Tho liaulwrk was a complete covering of double 
chain mail. Some hauberks opened before, like a 
modoru coat ; others wore closed like a shirt. 

Thft chain mml of which they wore composed 
wu formed by a number of iron links, each link 
liarlng olliers InKerted into it, tho whole exhibiting 
K kind uf network, of which (in some histancca at 
luast) the meshes wore circular, with each link sep- 
arately rivet«d. 

The hawlfcrk was proof against tho most violent 
blow of a sword; but tlio point of & loncc miglitpiiss 
through tho mtnhes, or drive tho iron into the tUMi. 
To guard against this, a tliick and woll-tFtuflcd 
duulilet wOrS worn underneath, under wliich was 
commonly added an iron breastplate. Hence tlie 
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csprcssioa " to pierce both plato and mail," so com- 
mon in the earlier poets. 

Hail annor continued in genoral use till about 
the year 1300, wlien it was gradually supplantod by 
plate armor, or stiits consisting of pieces or plates of 
solid iron, adapted to tlie different parts of tlie body. 

Shields were generally made of wood, covered 
■with leather, or some similar substance. To secura 
them, in some sort, from being cut through by tlie 
sword, they were Burroonded with a hoop of metal. 



TIio helmet was composed of two parts ; the hewl- 
piece, which was strengthened within by several 
circles of iron; and the fwor, which, as the name 
implies, was a sort of grating to see through, bo con- 
trived as, by sliding in a groove, or turning on a 
pivot, to be raised or lowered at pleasure. Some 
helmets had a further improvement called a bevcfy 
from the Italian ievere, to drink. The ventat/le, 
or " air-passHge," is another name for this. 

To secure the helmet from the possibihty of fall- 
ing, or of being struck off, it was tied by several 
laces to the meshes of the hauberk ; consequently, 
when a knight was overthrown, it was necessary to 
undo these laces before be could be put to death ; 
though this was Bometimes etfectod by lifting up the 
skirt of the hauberk, and stabbing liim in the belly. 
Tlio iuEtrumcut of dcatli was a small dagger, worn 
0)1 tlio right »ido. 
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In ages wlicn there were no books, when noble- 
men and princes themselves could not read, history 
OP tradition was monopolized by the story-tellers. 
They inherited, generation after generation, the 
wondrous tales of their predecessors, which they 
retailed to the piibhc with such additions of tlieir 
own as theh- acquired information supplied them 
with. Anachronisms became of course very com- 
mon, and errors of geography, of locality, of man- 
ners, equally bo. Spurious genealogies were in- 
Teiit«d, in which Arthur and liis knights, and 
Charlemagne and his paladins, were made to de- 
rive their descent from jEneas, Hector, or some 
other of tho Ti-ojan heroes. 

Witli regard to the derivation of the word Ro- 
mance, we trace it to the fact that the dialects which 
were formed in Western Europe, from the admix- 
ture of Lathi with the native languages, took the 
name of Langve Romainc. The French language 
was divided into two dialects. The river Loire was 
their common boundary. In the provinces to the 
south of that river the affirmative, yes, was ex- 
pressed by tho word oc ; in the north it was called 
oU (oui^ ; and hence Dante has named the sotithern 
language lan^e d'oc, and tho nortliorn langve d'oil. 
The latter, which was can-icd into England by the 
Normans, and is the origin of the present French, 
may be called the French Romano ; and the former 



tlio Provencal, or Proveiicial Romano, because it 
was spoken by the people of Provence and Lauguc- 
doc, southern provinces of Franco. 

Theso dialects wore soon distiuguislied by very 
opposite ctiaractcra. A soft and enervating climate, 
a epint of commerce oucouragod by an easy com- 
miiuicatiou with other maritime nations, the in- 
flux of wealth, and a more settled government, may 
have tended to polish and soften tlio diction of tlic 
Provencials, whoso pocta, under the name of Trou- 
badours, were the masters of tlio Italians, and par- 
ticularly of Petrarcli. Their favorite pieces were 
Sirvcn4es (satirical pieces), lovo-songs, and Tcw- 
fons, which last were a sort of dialogue in verso be- 
tween two poets, who questioned each other on some 
rafinod points of love's casuistry. It scorns the 
Provencials wore so completely absorbed in these 
delicate questions as to neglect and despise the 
comjH>sition of fabulous histories of adventure and 
knighthood, which they left in a great measure to 
the poets of tho northern part of the kingdom, 
called Trouveura. 

At a timo when chivalry excited imivcrsal admi- 
ration, and when aU tho efforts of that cliivalry 
wore directed against tho enemies of religion, it was 
natural that literature should receive the same im- 
pulse, and that history and fablo aliould Iw nm- 
Eacked to furnish examples of coun^ and piety 
tliat might excite iucreased emulation. Arthur and 
Ciiarlemagne were Uio two heroes seloctcd for lliia 



I purpose. Arthur's pretensions ivere Uiat lie was a 
I brave, tbougli not always a successful warrior; he 
r had witlistood with great rcsolutioQ tlio arms of tho 
inRdols, that is to say of tlic Sasona, and liis mem- 
ory was lield in tho highest estimation by his couii- 
trjrmen, the Britons, who carried with tlicm into 
■Wales, and into tho kindred country of Armorica, 
or Brittany, tlio memory of his exploits, wliicli their 
national vanity ii^ensibly exaggerated, till tlie little 
prince of the Silures (South Wales) was magnified 
into the conqueror of Phigland, of Gaul, and of tlie 
greater part of Europe. His genealogy was gradu- 
ally carried uj» to an imaginary Brutus, and to the 
period of tho Trojan war, and a sort of chronicle 
was composed in the Welsh, or Armorican language, 
which, under tlio pompous title of the History of tho 
Kings of Britain, was translated into Latui by Geof- 
frey of Moumoutli, about the year 1150. The Welsh 
critics consider the material of the work to have 
been an older history, written by St. Talian, Bishop 
of St. Asaph, in the seventh century. 

As to Charlemagne, though his real merits were 
fiuflicicnt to secure his immortality, it was impossi- 
ble tliat his holy wars against tho Saracens should 
not become a favorite topic for fiction. Accordingly, 
the fabulous Itistory of these wars was written, prob- 
ably towards the close of tho eleventh century, by a 
monk, who, thinking it would add dignity to his 
Work to embellish it witli a contemporary name, 
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boldly ascribed it to Turpiii, who was ArcliLiiyJiop of 
Blieims about tbo year 773. 

Tliese fabulous clirouiclcs were for a wliile imprls- 
OEod iu languages of local ouly or of professional 
access. Both Turpin and Geoflrey might iudeed bo 
read by ecclesiastics, tlie sole Latin scholars of those 
times, and Geoffrey's British original would contrib- 
ute to llie gratification of Welshmen ; but neither 
could become extcnMively popular till translated into 
some language of general and familiar use. The 
Anglo-Saxon was at that time used only by a con- 
quered and enslaved nation ; the Spanish and Ital- 
ian lang\iages were not y«t formed ; the Norman 
French alone was spoken and understood by the no- 
bility in the greater part of Eurojie, and therefore 
was a proper Tehicle for the new mode of couijh)- 
siHon. 

That language was fusliionablo in England liefore 
the Conquest, and became, after tliat event, tlic only 
language used at the court of London. As tlie vari- 
ous conquests of the Normans, and the enthusiastic 
valor of that extraordinary people, had familiarized 
the minds of men with the most marvellous events, 
their poets eagerly seized tlie fabulous legends of 
Arthur aud Charlemagne, translated them into tlie 
language of the day, and soon produced a variety of 
imitations. The adventures attributed to tliescmon- 
archs, and to their distinguished warriors, togotlier 
with those of many other traditionary or imag^iary 
heroes, coniiiosed by degrees that formidable body of 
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marvellous lilstorios which, from Ihc dialect in which 
Uic most oncicut of them wcro wriltcii, were called 



METRICAL ROMANCES, 

The earliest form in which romances appear is 
that of a rude kind of vorso. In this form it is sup- 
posed they were sung or reciUsd at the feasts of prin- 
ces and knights in their baronial halls. The follow- 
ing specimen of the language and style of Roljcrt de 
Beanvais, who flourished in 1257, is from Sir Wal- 
ter Scott's Introduction to the Romance of Sir Tris- 
trem. 

"Ne Toil pas cmmi diro, 
Ici diveno la tnatjcre, 
Enirc ecus qui aok'iit cnnipr, 
E do Ic cuDto TrisQ^n parlcr." 

" I trill not EHf too much about it. 
So divereu is tho matiei, 
Among those who em in die hn'iit of telling 
And rclulini; iha ilory of Tristrail" 

TIlis b a specimen of tlie language which was in 
use among the nobility of Englajid, in the ages im- 
mediately after the Norman conquest. The foUow- 
iug is a specimeu of the English that existed at the 
same time, among the common people. Robert do 
Brimno, spooking of his Latiit and French authori- 
ties, says : — 

" All thni hat vtytcn &ni] ^nril 
naf I alic ill tnyu Inglis lujil, 
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In lymple tpeehe at I contba, 
That b lightest in monae's mondu;. 
Alio for ihe lof of >ymplo men, 
That strange Inglu cumoc kun." 

Tlie "stpango Ingiis" being the language offl 
previous specimen. 

It was not till toward the end of the tliirtecnth 
century tliat the prose romadccs began to appear. 
These works gencpally began with disowning and 
discrediting tlio sources from which in reality tliey 
drew tlieir sole information. As every romance was 
BQpposed to be a real history, the compilers of those 
in prose would have forfeited all credit if they had 
aiinoimcud thomselves as mere copyists of tlie min- 
strels. On the contrary, they usually state that, as 
tlie popular poems upon the matter in question con- 
tain many " losings," they had been induced to 
translate the real and true history of such or 
such a knight from the original Latin or Greek, 
or from tho ancient British or Armorican authori- 
ties, which authorities existed only in their own 
assertion. 

A s[jecimen of the style of tlio prose romances may 
be found in the following extract from one of the 
most celebrated and latest of tlicra, tho Moi-to d'Ar- 
thur of Sir Thomas Mallory, of tlio date of 1485. 
From this work much of tho contents of tliis volume 
has been drawn, with as cbise on adhorenee to the 
ori^nal style as was thought coMs^istunt with our 
|)lan of adapting our iiori-ative to the taste of tuod- 
cru readers. 
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"It is notoyrly knoweii tlionigh the vnyucrsal 

world tliat Uiero been ix wortby aud tlio best tlmt 

k ever were. That is to weto thro paynynis, three 

I Jeves, and three crysteii mcu. As for the jiaynyms, 

[ they wore tofore the Incarnacyou of Cryst whicho 

[ were named, the fyrst Hector of Troye ; tho second 

I Alyaauiidcr the grctc, and tlie thyrd Julyus Cezar, 

Empcrotir of Rome, of whome tliystoryts beii wel 

\ too and had. And as for tho thre Jcwes wliyclie 

I also were tofore thyncavnacyon of our Lord, of 

whome the fynst was Duo Josue, whyche brought 

tlie chyldreu of Israhel into il\o londo of bclieste ; 

I tho second Dauyd, kyng of Jhcnisalem, and tho 

I thyrd Judas Machabetis ; of these tlire the liyblo re- 

liercoth al theyr uoblo hystoryes and actes. And 

Bythe the sayd Incarnacyon haiie ben tho uoble 

cryst«n men stallod and admyttod thorugh tlio Tiiy- 

ucrsal world to the norabre of the IX bcste and wor- 

, tJiy, of whome was fyrst the noble Arthur, whoso 

I noble actes I ijui-pose to wryto in tliis present book 

[ hero folowjnig. Tho second was Charlcraayn, or 

Charles the grete, of whome tliystoryo is had in 

many places bothe in frensshe and cnglysshe, and 

I the thyrd and last was Godefray of boloyn," 
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It lias been well known to tlio literati and anti- 
quarians of Kuropo, that there exist in the great 
public libraries voluminous manuscripts of romaii- 
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ces and tales once popular, but which on the inveii- 
tiou of printing had already become antiquated, 
and fallen into neglect. They were tlierefore never 
printed, and Gcldom perused even by tlie learned, 
until about half a century ago, when attention 
was again directed to them, and they were found 
very curious monuments of ancient manners, Imbits, 
and modes of thinking. Several have since been 
edited, some by individuals, as Sir Walter Scott and 
the poet Southcy, others by antiquarian societies. 
Tlie class of readei-s which could be coujited on for 
such publications was so small, that no inducement 
of profit could bo found to tempt editors and pub- 
lishers to give tliem to tlie world. It was therefore 
only a few, and those the most accessible, which 
were put in print. There was a class of manu< 
scripts of this kind which were known, or rather 
suspected, to be botli curious and valuable, but 
which it seemed almost hopeless to expect ever to 
see in fair printed English. Those were the AVelsh 
popular talcs, colled Mabbwgeon, a plural word, tlio 
singular being Mabirwfft, a tola. Manuscripts of 
these were contained in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford, and elsewhere, but the difficulty was to 
find translators and editor. The Welsh is a spoken 
language among tbo peasantry of Wales, but is on- I 
tircly neglected by the learned, unless they arc ua- 
tivos of the principality. Of the few Welsli sdiul- 
ars none wore found who took sulTicient uitcrcst in 
Uiis branch of learning to give these productions tu 
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tlie English public. Hoiithcy and Scott, and others 
vho, like them, lowid tho old romniitic legends of 
their country, often urged upon the Welsh Uterati 
Uie duty of roproducing tho Mabinogcou. Southey, 
iu tlie preface to his edition of Morte d' Arthur, says : 
" The specimens which I have seen are exceedingly 
curious ; nor is there a greater desideratum in Brit- 
ish literature than an edition of tlicse tales, with a 
literal Tersiou, and such comuieuts as Mr. Davics of 
all men is best qualified to give. Gertoui it is that 
many of tlie Rotuid Table lictions originated in 
Wales, or in Bretagne, and probably might still he 
traced there." 

Agam, iu a letter to Sir Charles W. W. Wyiin, 
dated 1819, ho says: — 

" I begin almost to despair of ever seeing more of 
tho Mabinogcon ; and yet, if some competent Welsh- 
man could ho found to edit it carefully, with as lit- 
eral a version as possible, I am sure it might be 
made worth his while by a subscription, printing a 
small edition at a high price, perhaps two hundicd 
at 6vc guineas. 1 myself would gladly suhscribo at 
that price per volume for such an edition of tho 
whole of yom- genuine remaiua in prose and verse. 
Till some sucli collection is made, tho ' gentlemen 
of Wales' ouglit to be prohibited from wearing a 
leek ; ay, and interdicted from toasted cheese also. 
Your bards would have met with better usage, if 
they had been Scotchmen." 

Sharon Turner and Sir Walter Scott also ex- 
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prcBscd a similar wisli for tho publication of tho 
Welsh manuscripts. Tlie former took part in an 
attempt to effect it, through the instrumentality of 
a Mr. Owen, a "Welsliman, but, we judge, by what 
Soathey says of lum, imperfectly acquainted with 
English. Southey's language is, " William Owen 
lent me tlircc parts of the Slabiuogeon, delightfully 
translated into so Welsh an idiom and syntax that 
such a translatiou ts as instructivo as an original." 
In another letter ho adds, "Let Sharon make his 
language grammatical, but not alter thoir idiom in 
tho slightest point." 

It is probable Mr. Owen did not proceed far in 
an undertaking which, so executed, could expect but 
little ])opular patronage. It was not till an individ- 
ual should apiiear possessed of the requisite knowl- 
edge of tho two languages, of enthusiasm sufficient 
for the task, and of pccujiiary resources sufficient to 
bo independent of the booksellers and of the reading 
public, that such a work could be confidently ex- 
pected. Such an individual has, since Southey's 
day and Scott's, appeared in the jierson of Lady 
Charlotte Ouest, en English lady united to a gen- 
tleman of property in Wales, who, having acquired 
the lansruage of the principality, and become enthu- 
siastically fund of its literary treasures, has given 
tliem to the English reader, in a dress which the 
printer's and tho engraver's arts have done Uicir 
liest to adorn. In four royal octavo voliuncs, con- 
taining tlio Welsh originals, tho translatiou, and 



INTBODUCTION. 



33 



ample illustrations from French, German, and other 
contemporary and affiliated literature, the Mabino- 
geon is spread before us. To the antiquarian and 
the student of language and ethnology an invalu- 
able treasure, it yet can hardly in such a form win 
its way to popular acquaintance. We claim no 
other merit than that of bringing it to the knowledge 
of our readers, of abridging its details, of selecting 
its most attractiye portions, and of faithfully pre- 
serving throughout the style in which Lady Guest 
has clothed her legends. For this service we hope 
that our readers will confess we have laid them un- 
der no light obligation. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE MYTHICAL niSTORT OF ENGIANB. 

The illustrious poet, Milton, in his History of 
England, is tlie author wliom we chiefly follow ia 

this cliapter. 



Accordiug to tlio earliest accoujits, Albion, a giant, 
and son of Neptune, a contemporary of Hercules, 
ruled over tlie island, to which he gave his name. 
Presuming to oppose the progress of Herculfes in hia 
western march, he was slain by hira. 

Another story is that Histion, the son of Japhct, 
the son of Noali, had four sons, — Francus, Roma- 
nus, Alcmanaus, and Britto, from whom descended 
tlie French, Roman, Crcrman, and British people. 

Rejecting these and other like stories, Milton 
gives more regard to the story of Brutus, the Tro- 
jan, which, he says, is supported by " descents of 
ancestry long continued, laws and exploits not 
plainly soeming to Iw borrowed or devised, which 
on the common boUef have wrought no small im- 
prossiou ; defended by many, denied utterly by f( 
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Tho principal authority is Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
whose history, written in the twelfth century, pur- 
ports to l)c a translation of a history of Britain 
brouglit over from tlie O[ipoiiite eliore of France, 
which, under tho uame of Briltiuiy, was chiefly 
peopled \ty natives of Brilain, who from time to time 
omip^tcd Uiither, driven fi-om their own country by 

" the inroads of tlie Picts and Scots. According to 
this antliority, Brutus was the son of Silvius, and 
he of Ascanius, the son of ^^ueas, whoso flight from 
Troy aud settlement in Italy will bo found narrate<I 
in " Tho Ago of Fable." 

Bnitus, at the age of fifteen, attending his father 
to the chase, unfortunately killed him with an ar- 
row. Banished llicrefor by his kindred, he sought 
refuge in that part of Greece where Heleuus, with 
a band of Trojan exiles, had become established. 
But Hclenus was now dead, and the descendants of 
the Trojans were oppressed by Pandrasus, the king 
of the country. Brutus, being kindly received among 
them, so throve in virtue and in arms as to win the 
regard of all the eminent of the land aljovc all others 
of his age. Iji conseqiiencc of this tlie Trojans not 
only began to hope, hut secretly to persuade him to 
lead thcni tho way to liberty. To encourage thom, 
they had tho promise of help from Assaracus, a noble 
Greek youth, whose mother was a Trojan. Ho had 

I saOered wrong at the hands of the king, and for that 

1 reason the more willingly cast in his lot with the 

I Trojan exiles. 
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Choosing a fit opportunity, Brutus vntU liis coon- 
trymcn withdrew to the woods aiiJ liilla, as the 
safest placo from which to expostulate, and Bcnt 
this messago to Pandrasus ; " That tho Trojana, 
holding it unworthy of their ancestors to sorvo in a 
foreign laud, had retreated to the woods, choosing 
rather a savage life than a slansh one. If that dis- 
pleased him, then, with his leave, they vould depart 
to some otlier country." Pandrasus, not expecting 
so Iwld a message from the sous of captives, went in 
pursuit of them, with such forces as he could gather, 
and met them on tlie hanks of the Aclielous, where 
Brutus got the advantage, and took the king captive. 
The result was, that tho terms demanded by tho 
Trojans were granted ; the king gave his daughter 
Imogen in marriage to Brutus, and furiiislied sliip- 
ping, money, and fit providoa for'tliem all to depart 
from tlie land. 

Tlie marriage being solemnized, a»d shipping from 
all parts got together, tho Trojans, in a fleet of no 
less than tliree Imndred and twenty sail, betook 
tliemsclves to the sea. On tlie tJiird day they ar- 
rived at a certain island, which tlioy found destitute 
of inhabitants, though tliero were appearances of 
former habitation, and among the ruins a temple 
of Diana. Brutus, hero ])erformiiig sacrifice at the 
shrine of the goddess, invoked an oracle for his 
guidance, in these lines: — 



" OnMcM offhsdM, ami bnntmi 
Wolk'il on lbs rulliog cphcit, n 
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On thy ihW ttalm, ihc eanhj look now, atiil lell 
What land, whaf teal of rest, llion bidd'at rae seek ; 
Wlult certain seat where I ma^ worship thee 
For njc, with teuiplct vowed and ru;>{n elioin." 

To wbom, sleeping before tho altar, Dinna ui a 
visiou tlnis answered : — 

" Bratus 1 for to ihe went, in tho ocean irido, 
Bejond the realm of Gaul, s land then lief, 
Sea^rt it lies, where giants dwelt of old ; 
Kow, Toid, it flu thj people : tliitlier t>end 
Thj eonrus ; there shatt thou find a laallng acot ; 
There to Ihj ions anoilier Troj shall rUe, 
And kings be tiom of thee, whose dreaded miclit 
Shall awo the world, and coaqacr nocioiis butd." 

Brutus, guided now, as he tliought, by Divine di- 
rection, sped his course towards the west, and, arriv- 
ing at a place ou the Tyrrhcuo sea, found there the 
deiiCendants of certain Trojans wlio ivilh Aiiteiior 
camo into Italy, of whom Corineus was the chief. 
These joined company, and tlic ships pursued their 
way till they arrived at the moutli of the river Loire, 
in France, where the expedition lauded, with a view 
to a settlement, but were so rudely assaulted by ibo 
inhabitants that they put to sea again, and arrived 
at a part of the coast of Britain, now called Devon- 
shire, where Brutus felt convinced that ho had found 
the promised eud of his voyage, lauded his colony, 
and took possession. 

The island, not yet Britain, hut Albion, was in a 
maimer desert and inhos])i table, occupied only by a 
remoant of the giant I'aco wlioso excessive force and 
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tyranny had destroyed the others. Tlie Trojans en- 
coimtered these and extirpated them, Coriucus iu 
particular signalizing Iiimself bj his exploits agmnBt 
tliem ; from whom Cornwall takes its name, for that 
region fell to hia lot, and there the hugest giants 
dwelt, lurking in rocks and cavoB, till Curiueus rid 
tlie land of them. 

Brutus Ituilt Ms capital city, and called it Troja- 
nova (New Troy), changed in time to Triuovantuin, 
now London ; " and, having governed the isle tweiir 
ty-four years, died, leaving three eons, Locrine, 
AUianact, and Camber. Locrine had the middle 
part, Camber tlie west, called Cambria from him, 
and Albanact Albania, now Scotland, Locrine was 
manied to Gnendolen, the daughter of Corinous; 
but, liaving seen a fair maid named Estrildis, who 
had been brought captive from Germany, lie became 
enamored of her, and Iiad by her a daughter, whose 
name was Sabra. Tliis matter was kept secret while 
Coriueus lived ; but after hiu death, Locrine di- 
vorced Guendolon, and made Eslrildis his queen. 
Gnendolen, all in rage, dejjarted to Cornwall, where 
Madau, her son, lived, who Imd been brought up by 
CorineuB, liis grandfather. Gathering on army of 
her father's friends and subjects, she gave battle to 
her husband's forces, and Locrine was slain. Gnen- 
dolen caused her rival, Estrildis, with her daughter 

* " For nohlo Briloas spronc tima Trnjunii Mi, 

And TfoynoTiuit wai Irailt of old Tniy'» mIim poIJ," 

SruBSKR, tiuuk ilL Cimio IX. i 
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Sftlira, to bo throTcn into the river, from wliicli cause 
the river theucefortli boro the maidcu's name, which 
by length of time is now changed into Sabriiia or 
Severn. Milton alludes to t)us in Ins ftddi'css to the 

rivers, — 

" Severn swift, gnlllj- of maidcn'ii death " ; — 

and in his " Comus " tells the story with a dighl, 

variation, thus : — 

" There is a gcnilc njmph not bx from hence, 
Thai with moist cnrb «wajs the amootli Severn etrcam ; 
Snbnoa is her namo, a Tii^in pare : 
Whitota «lia wna the daughter of Lorrine, 
That had the secptro from hU foihcr, Bmie. 
She, gtiilileas damwl, flying tlic mad pimuii 
Of her enragtfd «i>p.dume, Gucndolen, 
Commended her fair innoecnii! to ihc flood, 
That iwjed her flight with his cross-flowing rourso. 
Tha water-njmphft ihnt in the bottom played, 
Held up their pcarliid wrists and took her in, 
Bcsiing her stnugtil to a^ed Nenus' iiall, 
Who, piteooa of her woes, leared Ijer lank head, 
And gave her to liis dsaghtcn to imhaiha 
In nectartd Uvcre strewed with asphodel, 
And through the poreh and inlet of vacli sens« 
Dropped in ambrosia] aiU till ehe revived, 
And onderwenl a iinirk, immortal chant^e. 
Made goddew of the river," &u. 

If our readers aslt when nil this took place, wo 
miLst answer, in the first place, that niytholnfiy is 
not careful of dates ; and next, tliat, as Brutus was 
tJi« great-grandson of ^neas, it must have been not 
far from a century subsequent to tlie Trojan war, or 
about 1100 years before the invasion of tlie island 
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by Julius Ctesar. This long interval is filled with 
the iiamcB of princes whose cliiof occupation was in 
warriug with ono auothor. Somo few, whose names 
remain connected witli places, or embalmed in liter- 
ature, WQ will mention. 

BLADCD. 
Bladud built the city of Bath, and dedicated the 
medicinal waters to Minerva. He was a man of 
great invention, and practised the arts of magic, till, 
having made liim winga to fly, he fell down upon 
t!ie temple of Apollo, in Trinovant, and so died, 
after twenty years' reign. 



Lcir, who next reigned, built Leicester, and called 
it after his name. He had no male issue, but only 
three daughters. When grown old, he determined 
U) divide liis kingdom among liis daughters, and 
bestow them in marriage. But first, to try wliich 
of them loved him best, he del«i-miued to ask them 
solemnly in order, and judge of tlie Marmtli of their 
alToction by their answers. Goneril, the eldest, 
knowing well ]ier father's weakness, made answer 
that she loved him " alwve her soul." *' Suico thou 
90 honorcst my declining age," said the old man, 
" to thee and to thy liushand I give the third part 
of my realm." Such good success for a few word* 
Boon uttered was am])to instruction to Kegan, the 
SQCoud daughter, what to say. She tlierefuro to the 
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MniR question replied, that "slio loved liim more 
than all tbe world beside " ; and so recL-ivcd an 
«ijnal reward with her Fistcr. Rut CordoUla, tho 
youngest, and hitherto the best beloved, too honest 
to profess in words more than she felt in her 
heart, was not moved from the solid purpose of a 
sincere and virtuous answer, and replied : " Father, 
my love towards you is as my duty bids. They 
who pretend beyond this flatter," When the old 
man, sorry to hear this, and wishing her to recall 
these words, persisted in asking, she still restrained 
her expressions so as to say rather less than more 
than tho tnitli. Then Loir, all in a passion, burst 
forth: "Since thou hast not reverenced tliy aged 
fotlior like thy sisters, think not to have any part in 
my kingdom or what else I have" ; — and without 
delay, giving in marriage his otlicr dangiiters, Gon- 
eril to tbe Duke of Albany, and Regan to the Duke 
of Cornwall, ho divides his kingdom l)etweeri them. 
Cordeilla, portionless, married the prince of France, 
who shortly ailer succeeded liia lather upon tbe 
throne. 

King Leir went to reside with his eldest daughter, 
attended only by a hundred knights. But in a short 
time his attendants, being complained of as too numer- 
ous and disorderly, are reduced to thirty. Resenting 
that afTroiit, tbe old king betakes him to bis second 
daughter ; but &hc, instead of Boothing his wounded 
pride, takes part with her sister, and refuses to 
admit a retinue of more than five. Then back he 
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returns to tlio other, wlio now will not receive him 
with more than ouo attendant. Tlien the remomr 
brancc of Cordeilta comes to his thoughts, and lie 
takes his journey into Franco to seek her, with little 
hope of kind consideration from one whom he had 
so iiynred, but to pay her the last recompense he 
can render, — confession of his injustice. "Wlien 
Cordeilla is informed of Iiis approach, and of Ids sad 
condition, she pours forth true filial tears. And, 
not willing that her own or others' eyes should 
see him in that forlorn condition, she sends one of 
her trusted sen'ants to meet him, and convey lum 
privately to some comfortable alxide, and to furnish 
him with such state as belitted his dignity. After 
which Cordeilla, with tiio king her husband, went 
in state to meet him, and, after aii lionorable incep- 
tion, the king permitted his wife Cordeilla to go 
with an army and set her father again upon liis 
throne. They prospered, subdued the wicked sis- 
tors and their consorts, and Leir obtained the crown 
and held it tlirec years. Cordeilla succeeded him, 
and reigned five years ; l)ut the sous of her sisters, 
after tliat, rebelled against her, and she lost both 
her crown and life. 

.SImkos]>earo has chosen this story as the subject 
of his tragedy of King Lear, varying its details in 
soma respects The madness of Loar, and the ill 
success of Cordcilla's atlt>mpt to reinstate her father, 
are the principal variations, and those in the names 
will also ba noticed. Our narrative is dniwn from 
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Milton's History ; and thus the reader will perceive 
that the story of Leir has had die distinguished 
lioiior of being told by tlio two ackuowledged chiefs 
of British literatui'e. 

FEBBES AND PORREX. 

Perrex and Porrex were brothers, who held the 
kingdom after Leir. They quarrelled almut the 
supremacy, and Porrex expelled liis brother, who, 
obtmning aid from Suard, king of the Franks, re- 
turned and made war upon Porrex. Ferrex wns 
slain in battle, and his forces dispersed. When 
iheir mother came to hear of her sou's death, who 
was her favorite, bIio fell into a great rage, and con- 
ceived a mortal hatred against tlio survivor. She 
tools, therefore, her opportunity when he was asleep, 
fell upon him, and, with the assistance of her wo- 
men, tore him in pieces. This horrid story would 
not bo worth relating, were it not for the fact ttiat 
it haa furnished tlie plot for the first tragedy which 
was written in the English language. It was en- 
titled Gorboduc, Imt in the second edition Ferrex 
and Porrox, and was the production of Thomas Sack- 
villo, aftorwarda Earl of Dorset, aud Thomas Xor- 
ton, a barrister. Its date wa^ 15<Jl. 



DDNWALLO MOLMUTIUa. 

This is the next name of note. Molmntins os- 

tahlislied Die Molmutiuo laws, which bestowed the 
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privilege of sanctuary on temples, cities, aiid the 
roads leading to them, and gave tlie same protec- 
tiou to ploughs, estoiiding a religious saiicUou to 
the labors of tlie field. Shakespeare alludes to him 
ill Cymbellue, Act 111. Sc. I. : — 

" Mobnnliiu made onr l«w« ; 
Who was tho firal of Britoia whicb did put 
His browB within a goldoo crown, tad called 
Himself ■ Icing." 



DRENN08 AXD BELINUS, 

tlie sons of Slolmutius, suceocdcd liiin. They qnar- 
rcUod, and Brennus was driven out of tho island, 
and took refuge in Gaul, where Iio met wiUi such 
favor from the king of the Allohrogcs, that ho gave 
him liis dauglitcr in marriage, and made tiim his 
partner on tho throne. Brennus is tlie name whiolt 
the Roman liistoriana give to tho famous leader of 
tho Gauls who took Rome in the time of Camillua. 
Geoffrey of Monmouth claims tho glory of the con- 
quest for tho British priuco, al'lor ho luid become 
king of the j^Ulohrogcs. 



After Beliuus and Ercnnns tliero mjriicd suvenil 

kings of little note, and tlien came Etidurc. Arth- 

gallo, his brotlier, being king, gave great otibnce to 

s powerful nobles, who rose against Inm, deposed 
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Wm. and odrauced Elidiire to the tlirone. Artligallo 
fied, and endeavored to liiid assistance in tlie neigli- 
boring kingdoms to reinstate him, but found none. 
Elidtirc rcigued prosperously and wisely. After five 
years' posfcssion of the kingdom, one day, when 
hunting, he met in tlie forest his hrothcr, Arthgallo, 
who had been deposed. After long wandering, un- 
able longer to bear the poverty to which lie was 
reduced, lie had returned to Britain, with only ton 
followers, designing to repair to those who had for- 
merly been Ilia friends. Elidure, at tlic sight of his 
brother in distress, forgetting all animosities, ran to 
him, and embraced liim. Uc took Arthgallo home 
with him, and concealed him in the palace. After 
tliis he feigned himself sick, and, calling hia nobles 
about him, induced theiu, partly by jiersuasion, 
partly by force, to consent to his abdicating the 
kingdom, and reinstating his brother on the throne. 
The agreement Ireing ratified, Elidure took the 
crown from his own head, and put it on liis broth- 
er's head. Arthgallo after this reigned ten years, 
well and wisely, exercising strict justice towards all 



He died, and \e{i the kingdom to his sons, who 
reigned with various fortunes, but were not long- 
lived, and left no offspring, so tliat Elidure was 
again advanced to the throne, and finished the 
courso of hia life in just and virtuous actions, re- 
ceiving the name of lAe pious, from llie love and 
admiration of hia subjects. 



) HIS KKIGIITS. 



^Yoriiswortli has taken the story of jVrtcgiil aiid 
Kiiduro for tlii) subject of a poem, ■vrliicli is No, 2 
of " Poems fouiidud on the Affections." 



After Elidurc, the Chroitictc names many kin(js, 
but none of special note, till we como to Lud, who 
greatly enlarged Triuovant, his capital, and sur- 
rounded it with a wall. He changed its name, be- 
stowing upon it his own, so that tlicuccforth it 
was called Lad's town, afterwards London, Lud 
was buriod by the gate of the city called after him i 
Ludgate. He had two sons, but tlioy were not old 
enough at the time of their father's death to sustain 
the cares of government, and therefore tlicir uuclo 
Caswaliaun, or Cossibellaunus, snecccded to tho 
kingdom. He was a bravo and magnificent jtrincc, 
so tliat bis faiuo reached to distant countries. 



CASBIBELLAUNCS. 

About this time it happened (as is found in tho 
Homaii histories} that Julius Ctesar, having sub- i 
dued Ciuid, came to the shore opjiosite Itntain. 
And having resolved to add tliis island also to his 
conquests, lie prepiired sluijs and transported his 
army across tbo sea, to tbo month of Uio river 
Tluuiies. Here ho was mot by Cissibullaun, i 
all his forces, and a battlu ensued, iu wliidi Nuiuiiua* 
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tlie brother of Cassibeltaiui, engaged iu single com- 
bat with Ciesar. After several furious IjIows given 
and received, Uio sword of Ciesar stuck so fast in 
the shield of Neiiiiius, Uiat it could not be pulled 
out, and, flte combatants being separated by the 
interventiou of the troops, Nemiius remained pos- 
sessed of this trophy. At last, aft«r the greater 
part of the day was spent, the Britons poured in so 
fast that Cffisor was forced to retire to his camp and 
fleet. And finding it useless to continue the war 
any longer at that time, he returned to Gaul. 

Shakespeare alludes to Cassibcllauuus, in Cymbc- 
liue : — 

" The rmneil Co-ulbclan, who was ontc nt point 

(O giglol fortano 1) to imalor CKsBr-a .word. 

Hade Lud's lown with rejoiting flrw hrighl. 



KTMBELINUS, Oil CYJIBELISE. 

Cssar, on a second invasion of the island, was 
more fortunate, and compelled the Britons to pay 
tribute. Cynibcline, the nephew of the king, was 
deUvered to the Romans as a hostage for the faith- 
ful fulfilment of the treaty, and, beiug carried to 
Borne by Cicsar, he was tlicre brought up in the Ro- 
man arts and accomplishments. Being afterwards 
restored to his country, aud jdaced on the throne, he 
was attached to the Romans, and continued through 
all his reign at peace with them. Jlis sons, Guide- 
rius and Aryiragus, who make their appearance in 
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Slmkcspcare's play of Cymbeliiie, succeeded tlieir ■ 
father, aiid, refusing to pay tribute to tlio Romaas, 
lirouglit on another iuTasioii. Guidomis was slain, 
but Arvimgua afterward made terms with the Ro- 
mans, aud rcigiied prosperously many years. 



ahmorica. 

The next event of note is the conquest and coIo* i 
iii;;atioTi of Armorica, by Maximus, a Roman general, 
and Conan, lord of Miniadoc op Denbigh-land, in 
Wales. The name of tho country was changed to 
Brittany, or Lesser Britain ; and so completely was it I 
possessed by the British colouists, that the language I 
became assimilated to tliat spoken in Wales, and it is , 
said that to this day the peasantry of the two coun- | 
tries can understand caoli other when s[)cakiug their I 
native language. 

Tho Romans eventually succeeded in establishing ] 
themselves in tho islan<l, and after tlie lapse of sev- 
eral generations they became blended with the na- I 
tives so that no distinction existed Iwtwoen tlie two f 
races. When at Icngtli tho Roman armies were | 
withdrawn from Britain, their departure was a mat- j 
tor of regret to the inhabitants, as it left them with- 
out protection against the barbarous tribes, Scots, \ 
Picts, anil Korwcgians, who harassed the country 
incessantly. This was tho state of things when tlio 
era of King Artliur began. 
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The adventure of Albion, the giant, with Hercu- 
les is alluded to by Spenser, Faery Queene, Book 
IV. Canto xi. : — 



" For Albion the son of Kcptuno was ; 
Who for the proof of his great puissance. 
Out of his Albion did on dry foot pass 
Into old Gaul that now is cleped France, 
To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To Ysnqafsh all the world with matchless mi«;;ht ; 
And there his mortal part bj great mischance 
Was slain." 



CHAPTER III. 



MERLIN, 



ItlEBLiN v&s the son of no mortal father, bat ofl 
ail Iiicitlius, one of a class of IjcUiga cot absolutolyn 
wicked, but far from good, who inhabit the regions 
of the air. Merlin's mother was a virtuous young 
woman, vrbo, on the birth of her son, intrusted liim 
to a priest, who hurried liim to the baptismal fuunt, 
and BO saved him frarn sharing the lot of bis father, 
tliough he retained many marks of liia unearthly 
origin. 

At this time Vortigern reigned in Britain, Hal 
was a usurjicr, wtio had caused the death of hisj 
sovereign, Uoiucs, and driven the two brothers otm 
tbc lato king, whose names were XTtlicr and Pen-fl 
dragon, into hauishment. Vortigcru, who lived iqM 
constant fear of the return of the rightful heirs o 
the kingdom, began to erect a strong tower for d(^ 
fence. Tlic edifice, when brought by the workmeol 
to a certain height, three times fell lo the ground, £ 
without any apparent cause. Tlio king consultedl 
Ills astrologers on this wonderful eveut, and leanioc 
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from them timt it would bo necessary to bathe Iho 
corner-stono of llie foundation with the blood of a 
I child l>oru without a mortal father. 

In search of such an infant, Vortigern sent liis 
messengers all over the kingdom, and they by acci- 
dent discovered Merlin, whoso lincago seemed to 
point him out as the individual wanted. They took 
hiin to tlie king ; but Merlin, young as he was, ex- 
plained to the king the absurdity of altemplijtg to 
rescue the fabric by sucli means, for ho told him the 
I true cause of the instability of the tower was its 
being placed over the den of two immense dragons, 
whose coniijats shook the earth above them. The 
king ordered his workmen to dig beneath the tower, 
I and when thoy had done so they discovei-ed two 
I enormous serpents, the one white as milk, the other 
red 08 fire. The multitude looked on with amaze- 
I ment, till the sorpouts, slowly rishig from their den, 
I and expanding their enormous folds, began the com- 
l bat, whon every one fled iu terror, except Merlin, 
I vho stood by clapping his bauds and ebcering on 
the conflict. The red dragon was slain, and the 
white one, gliding thi-ough a cleft in the rock, dis- 
appeared, - - 

Tliese animals typified, as Merlin afterwards ex- 
L plained, the invasion of Uthcr and Pendragon, the 
L riglilful princes, who soon after landed with a great 
rarmy. Vortigern was defeated, and afterwards 
I burned alive in the castle he had taken such pains 
construct. On the death of Vortigern, I'endragou 
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ascended the throno. Merlin became liis chiof ad- 
viser, and often assisted the king by his magical 1 
arts. Among other endowments, he had tlie power J 
of trtuisforming himself into any fiha|>e ho )jleased. j 
At one time bo appeared as a dwarf, at others aa 
a damsel, a page, or even a greyhound or a stag. 
This faculty he often employed for the service of I 
the kiu^, and Romotimes also for the diversion of 1 
the court and tlie sovereign. 

Merlin continued to bo a favorite counsellor | 
tlirough the reigns of Pendragon, Uthor, and Ar- 
thur, and at last disappeared lixim view, and was I 
no more found among men, througlt the treachery 1 
of his mistress, Yiviane, tho Fairy, 'which happened I 
in this wise. 

Merlin, having become enamored of the fair Vivi- 1 
ane, the Lady of the Lake, was weak enough to 1 
im|)art to her various important Becrets of his art, 
being impoltcd by a fatal destiny, of which ho was 
at tlic same time fully aware. Tho lady, however, I 
was not content with his devotion, unbounded as it 
seems to have been, but " cast about," tho Rumanco ] 
tells us, how she might " detain him for evermore," 
and one day addressed him in these terms ; " Sir, I I 
would tliat wo should make a fair place and a suit- I 
able, so contrived by art and by cunning Uiat it f 
might never l>o undone, and that you and I should 
he there in joy and solace." " My lady," said Mer- ' 
lin, " I will do all this." '"Sir," said nhe, "I would 
uot haru you do it, but you shall teocU mo, and I 
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will do it, and then it will be more to my mind." 
"1 grant you tliis," said Merlin. Tlieu he began 
to devise, and the damsel put it all in wriliug. 
And when he had devised the whole, then had the 
damsel full great joy, and showed him greater sem- 
blance of love than she had ever before made, and 
they sojourned together a long while. At length it 
fell out that, as they were going one day hand iii 
hand through the forest of BriJciiliande, they found 
a bush of white-thorn, which was laden with flowers ; 
and tliey seated themselves, under the shade of tliis 
white-thorn, upon the green grass, and Merlin laid 
his head upon the damsePs lap, and fell asleep. 
Then the damsel rose, and made a ring with her 
wimple round the bush, and round Merlin, and 
b^an her enchantments, such as he himself had 
taught her; and nine times she made the ring, and 
nine times she made tho enchantment, and then she 
went and sat dowu by him, and placed his head 
again upon her lap. And when he awoke, and 
looked round him, it seemed to him that he was 
enclosed in the strongest tower in the world, and 
laid upon a fair bed. Then said he to the dame : 
' My lady, you have deceived me, unless you abide 
with mo, for no one hath power to unmake this tower 
Init you alone." She then promised bIic would he 
I often tlioro, and in this she held her covenant with 
And Merlin never went out of that tower 
[ where his Mistress Tiviano had enclosed him ; but 
I die entered and went out again when she listed. 
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After tliiB event Merlin was never more Itnown to I 
hold coiivcrse with any mortal but Yiviaiio, except 
on one occasion, Arthur, having for some time 
missed him from his court, sent several of liiii ] 
knights in search of him, and, among tho number, 
Sir Gawaiu, who met with a very nuplcasant adveu- 
turo while engaged in tliis quest. Happening to 
pass a damsel on lus road, and neglecting to salute , 
her, she' revenged lici-sclf for liis incivility by traiis- 
furmmg him into a hidoons dwarf. He was bewail- I 
iiig aloiid liis evil fortune as ho went through the 
forest of Br<!ci?liande, when suddenly he heard tlio i 
voice of one groaning on his right hand ; and, look- 
ing tliat way, he could sec nothing save a kind of I 
smoke, which seemed like air, and tlu^iigli which F 
he could not pass. Merlin then addressed him from 
out tho smoke, and told him by what misadvcnturo i 
ho was imprisoned there. " ^h, Sir ! " ho added, | 
" yon will never see me more, and that grieves me, 
but I cainiot remedy it ; I shall never more speak to i 
you, nor to any otiicr jMirsoH, save only my mistress. , 
But do thou hasten to King Arthur, and chorgo i 
him from mc to imdertako, without delay, the quest I 
of tho Sacred Graal. Tlio knight is already Iwm, 
and has received knigtithood at his liiuids, who is I 
destined to accomplish tliis quest." And nlYer thia I 
ho comforted Gawiiin under his transformation, as- | 
Buring him that lie sliould speedily bo disenchanted; 
and ho prodicted to liim tliat he should find the king j 
at Carduel, in Wales, on his return, and that all the f 



Otlior knights who had hccn on hke quest would 
arrive tliero the same day as liirasclf. And oil this 
came to pass as Merlin had said. 

Merlin is frequently introduced in the tales of 
chivalry, but it is chiefly on great occasions, and at 
a period subsequent to his deatli, or magical disap- 
pearance. In the romantic poems of Italy, and in 
Spenser, Merlin is chiefly represented as a magical 
artist. Spenser represents Iiiin as the artificer of 
the impenetrable eliield and other armor of Prince 
Arthur (Faery Qucene, Book I. Canto ^"ii.), and of 
a mirror, in which a damsel viewed her lover's shade. 
The Fountain of Lovo, in the Orlando Iiuianiorato, 
J3 dcscril>ed as his work ; and in the poem of Ari- 
osto we are told of a hall adorned with prophetic 
paintings, which demons had executed in a single 
night, under the direction of Merlin, 

The following legend is from Spenser's Faery 
Quecnc (Book III. Canto iii.) : — 



fonhwith tliniiiielvea diagniBin;; both, in Btniun(;c 
And buo attire, that none mifrlit them bvwrnir, 
To Monilunum, ihst ii now by rhnunge 
or nunc Caer-Mcnlin cdied, they look llirir wny : 
Then thB wise Merlin whylomo wont (thej sny] 
To mako hit wonne, low nndcrncuth the gruuiid 
In R ilcrp delve, fnr from llie Tiuw of diiy, 
TbM of DO living wiglit lie mote h« found, 
W1ien» he ponnscUnl with Ills Bprighu i-iirom passed rt 

And if iboa ercr hnpfwn thnl inmo way 
To tnvvl, £0 to Ko Ihnl dtradful pliux ; 
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ll is a liiilwHu hoUoiT care (thcf my] 
Uuilec n Fock ibat lios a liltlo ipiwo 
From [lie swift Bgnr, tombling liown spACfl 
Amongst llie woody tulls uf Dyncvor ; 
But dnre not than, I chor^, in any case. 
To enter into that wine baltful lioirtr, 
Fur tear tha cruel fiends should thvo unwnroa ilerotir. 

Bat itouding high aloft, loir laj thine car. 
And there snch ghastly noise of iron cliaina 
And brazen csnldrona tbon ihajt mmhUng hear, 
'Wliith thousand Bprites 4rith long codaring poina 
Do toBB, that it will atun thy fueblc brains ; 
And oftentiinM great groans, and gricvoas itouncU, 
When too linge toil and tabor them mnstntini ; 
And oftentimes loud stroko) and ringing sounds 
From under that iliMip niolc moil horribly rebounds. 

The cause (omo say is this. A littla whilo 
Before thnl Mio'lla diud, he di<l intcud 
A hnuen wall in compm to compile 
Abonl Cnonnordin, and did it eorameiiil 
Cnto these sprites to bring to pcricn end ; 
During which woric the Lady of the Luke, 
Whom long ho loved, for him in lioste did send ; 
Who, dicntbr forced his workmen to forsake, 
Tbem bound till his letarn their lalior not lo slack. 

In the mean time, [litniigh that fiilso Imly's train. 
Ho wM Buqirisoil, and lioricd unrlcr hcara,* 
Ne I'ror to his work n'tanwl vjniin ; 
Kathko tliwe Bonds may nut their wtirk Ibrbeftr, 
Eo jtrpAlly lus commnudi'mclK lliey fenr ; 
But tliera dn toil and travail day and ui^ht, 
tJntlt that bnueu wall tlwy np do rrar. 
For Mi-rlin had in imgie mon ittsiglit 
Thnu ever liim before cr after Uring wight. 

Barinl uHiIrr tcan. Duried Dudsr MaMlhlng which aDClosad hiai I 



CHAPTER IV. 



ARTHUR. 



"We shall begin our liistory of King Artliur by 
giving those particulars of Ills life which ap[>ear to 
rest on historical ovideuco ; and tlieii proceed to re- 
cord those legcuds concerning liiiu which form the 
eai-licst portion of British literature. 

Arthur was a prince of the tribe of Britons called 
8ilitres, whoso country was SouUi Walesa, — tlie son 
of Uther, named Pcndragon, a title given to an 
elocUve sovereign, paramount over the many kings 
of Britain. He appears to have commenced his 
martial career about the year 500, and was raised 
to the Pendragouship about ten years later. He is 
Biud to have gained twelve victories over the Sax- 
ons. I'he most important of them was that of Ba- 
don, by some supposed to be Bath, by others Berk- 
shire. This was the last of his battles with the Sax- 
ons, and chocked their progress so cdcctnally, that 
Arthur oxpcricncod no more annoyance from them, 
and reigned in peace, until the revolt of his nephew 
Jklodrcd, twenty years later, which led to the fatal 
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battle of Camion, in Cornwall, in 542, Mtxlrcd was 
slain, and Arthur, mortalljr wounded, was conveyed 
by Bca to Glastonbury, where he died, and was 
bnritjd. Tradition preserved tho memory of tba ' 
place of his interment williin the abbey, as we are 
told by Giraldus Cambrensis, who was present when 
tho grave was opened by command of Henry II. 
about ll-'iO, and saw the bones and sword of the 
monarch, and a leadcu cross let into his tombstone, 
with the iuBcriptiou in mdo Roman letters, " Hero 
lies buried the famous King Arthur, in the island 
Avalonia." This story has been elegantly Tcrsilied 
by Warton. A jtopular traditional belief was long 
entertained among the Britons, that Arthur was not I 
dead, but had been carried off to bo healed of Ms 
wounds in Fairy-land, and that he would re-appear 
to avenge bis countrymen and reinstate tlium in the 
sovereignty of Britain. In Warton's Ode a bard re- 
lates to King Henry the traditional story of Arthur's 
death, and closes with these lines. 

" Tut in vnin a, pafnim Too 
Armiitl with falo tho miglily lilow ; 
Fur when be fell, tho Elflu quucn, 
All in uxnt uid uii«wn. 
O'er the foinling hero tbivw 
Iter Dumtle of Rmliroaiol hluo. 
And bade her spitiu bear hiia (kc. 
In Merlin'* •gMe-axIcd cm-, 
To her grevn l*le'e enamelled iteep, 
Fur in the n>Tcl of thu dnpp. 
O'er hilt wuiinda she (prinklcd Aetr 
From flowtra iliat in Arnbin gn*. 
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There he reigns a mighty king. 
Thence to Britain shall return. 
If right prophetic rolls I learn, 
Borne on victory's spreading plume. 
His ancient sceptre to resume. 
His knightly table to restore. 
And brave the tournaments of yore. 



ff 



After this narration another bard came forward 
who recited a diflFerent story. 

" When Arthur bowed his haughty crest, 
Ko princess vdled in azure vest 
Snatched him, by Merlin's powerful spell, 
In groves of golden bliss to dwell ; 
But when he fell, with winged speed. 
His champions, on a milk-white steed. 
Prom the battle's hurricane, 
Bore him to Joseph's towered fane,"*^ 
In the fair vale of Avalon ; 
There, with chanted orison 
And the long blaze of tapers clear. 
The stoled fathers met the bier ; 
Through the dim aisles, in order dread 
Of martial woe, the chief they led, 
And deep entombed in holy ground, 
Before the altar's solemn bound." 

It must not be concealed, that the very existence 

* Glastonbury Abbey, said to be founded by Joseph of Arima- 
thea, in a spot anciently called the island or valley of Avalonia. 

Tennyson, in his Palace of Art, alludes to the legend of Arthur's 
rescue by the Pairy queen, thus : — 

" Or mythic XJther's deeply wounded son. 
In some fair space of sloping greens. 
Lay dozing in the vale of Avalon, 
And watched by weeping queens." 
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of Arthur has been denied by some. Milton says 
of him: "As to Arthur, more renowned in songs 
and romances than in true stories, who he was, and 
whc^thor ever any such reigned in Britain, hath been 
doubted heretofore, and may again, with good rea- 
Hon." Modern critics, however, admit that there 
was a ))rinco of this name, and find proof of it in 
the ft*o(iuont mention of him in the writings of the 
Wolnh bards. But the Arthur of romance, accord- 
hig to Mr. Owen, a Wekh scholar and antiquarian, 
is a mythological |)orson. " Arthur," he says, " is 
the (h\>at Boar, as tlio name literally implies (Aro- 
to8, Art^turus^and perhaps tliis constellation, being 
SH> near tlio )k)1o, and visibly describing a circle in 
a snuiU s{uioo, is the origin of the famous Roimd 
Tublo/' Lot us now turn to the histoiy of King 
Arthur a:i rvHX^rdoil by the romantic chroniclers. 

Ooustai\s^ king of Britain^ had three sons, Moines, 
AmbnvsiUs^ otherwise? calloil Uther* and Pendragon. 
M\Miu^^ ii^K^i after his aocessioa to the crown, was 
Ymujuisl\tHl by Uh> Saxonss in con:«Hjuence of the 
trxHiohory v>f hi* s^'^iw^^hal, Vortigortu and growing 
^u\|H^pular* ihn^ujh mJsRuiuue^ he w^ killod by hb 
^ub^kvl^ ;iuid ihe irai^Mr Voru^^ru clhx$ea in his 

Yvvii^^m w:iis j^xva after deftiMed in a irrvtifi hij- 
iK** by r^h^r *u4 IVmlrwvKi^ ihi^ jurrixiaj bcvcbecs 
K>f Mv^fcu<^ jw^l IVttvlwi^^tt »5vvi:t<Jk>i the ifanxxe. 

TUb {vri^fevv h*d^ (cvtiki Odo&iettoe ia die wi:«iiiMa 



of Merlin, and made liim his cliief adviser. Aljout 
this time a dreadriil war arose lietwccn the Saxons 
a»d Dritoiis. Merlin ol>liged the royal brothers to 
swear fideUty to each otlier, but predicted that one 
of them must fall in the first hattle. The Saxons 
were routed, and Pendragon, behig slain, was suc- 
ceodcd by Utiier, who now assumed iu addition to 
bis own name the appellation of Pendn^on. 

>lcrlia still continiied a fiivorite counsellor. At 
the request of Uther, he transported by magic art 
enormous etoues fVom Ireland, to form the sepulchre 
of Pcndragon. These stones constitute the monu- 
ment now called Slonehcnge, on Salisbm-y plain. 

Merlin next proceeded to Carlisle to prepare tho 
Hound Table, at which he seated an assemblage of 
the great nobles of the country. The comjmnions 
admitted to this high order were bound by oath to 
assist each otlier at the hazard of their own lives, to 
attempt singly tho most i>crilous adventures, to lead, 
when necessary, a life of monastic solitude, to fly to 
anus at tlio first summons, and never to retire from 
battle till they had defeated the enemy, unless night 
intervened and separated tho combatants. 

i*oon after this institution, the king invited all his 
barons to tho celebration of a great festival, which 
he proposed holding annually at Carlisle. 

As tlio knights had obtained the sovereign's jicr- 
J ndssiou to bring their ladies along with them, the 
I beautiful Igtirne accompanied her husband, Gorlois, 
: of Tintadiel, to one of Uiesc anuive; 
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The king became deeply enamored of the Puchess, 
aud diiielused his passiou ; but Igenio repelled his 
advauccs, and revealed his solicilutious to hor hus- 
band. On hearing tliis^ the Duke iustautly romovcd 
from court with Igerue, and without taking leave 
of Uther. The king complained lo his council of 
this want of duty, aud they decided that the Duke 
should bo summoned to court, and, if refractory, 
should be treated as a rebel. As he refused to obey 
the citation, the king carried war into the estates of 
his vassal, and besieged him in the strong castlo of 
Tiiitadiol. Merlin transformed the king into tlie 
likeness of Gorlois, and enabled him to have many 
stolen iuterviews with Igerue. At length the Duko 
was killed iu battle, aud the king espoused Igerue. 

From this union sprang Arthur, who succeeded 
his fatlior, Utlier, upon the throne. 



ARTHUR CHOSEN KIKO. 

Arthur, though only grtecn years old at his fa- 
ther's death, was elected king, at a general mcetiog 
of the nobles. It was not done witliout opposition, 
for there were many ambitious competitors; but 
Bishop Brice, a person of groat sanctity, on Clirist- 
mas Gvo addressed the assembly, and represented 
that it would well become them, at that solemn sea- 
son, to put up their prayers for some token which 
should manifest the intentions of Trovidcnce re- 
siiccting their future sovereign. This was do 



and witli such success, that the serrice wjis scarcely 
ended, wheu a miraculous stone was discovcreil, Ixv 
fore tlie church door, and hi the stone was firmly- 
fixed a Bword, with the following words eugrayen on 
its hilt: — 

" I am hight Escnliboro, 
Unto a king fair trcsorc." 

Bishop Bricc, after exhorting the assembly to offer 
up their tlianksgivings for this signal mira<;Ie, pro- 
posed a. law, tliat whoever should be able to draw 
out tlie sword from tlie stono, should Ijc acknowl- 
edged as sovereign of the Britons ; and his proposal 
was decreed by general acclamation. The tributary 
kmgs of Utlicr, and the most famous kniglits suc- 
cessively put their strength to the proof, but the mi- 
raculous sword resisted all their efforts. It stood 
till Candlemas ; it stood till Easter, and till Ponto- 
coet, when tlie best knights in the kingdom usually 
assembled for the annual tournament. Arthur, who 
was at tliat time serving in the caitacity of squire to 
his foster-brother, ^ir Kay, attended his master to 
the lists. Sir Kay fought with great valor and suc- 
cess, but had the misfortune to lireak his sword, and 
sent Arthur to his mother for a new one. ArLhur 
hastened liomc, but did not find tlio lady ; but hav- 
ing observed near the church a sword, sticking in a 
8touo, lie galloped to the place, drew out the sword 
witli great ease, and delivered it to his master. Sir 
Kuy would willingly have assumed to liimself the 
distioction conferred by the possession of the sword ; 
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Ijtit when, to coufirm the doubters, tlio sirord was re- 
placed ill the stone, he was utterly iiiiable to with- 
draw it, and it would yield a second time to no IiaiiJ 
but Arthur's. Thus decisively pohited out hy 
Heaven as their king, Arthur was by general con- 
sent, proclaimed as such, and aii early day ap- 
pointed for his solemn coronation. 

Immediately after his election to the crown, Ai^ 
tlmr found himself opposed by eleven kings and one 
duke, wlio with a vast army wcro actually encamped 
in the forest of Rockuighara. By Merlin's adrice 
Arthur sent an embassy to Brittany, to solicit tho 
aid of King Ban and King Bohort, two of the best 
kniglits in the world. They accepted the call, and 
witli a powerful army crossed tlie sea, landing at 
Portsmouth, wliere they were rocoived with great 
rejoichig. The rebel kings were still superior in 
numbers ; but iterliu, by a powerful enchantment, 
caused all their tents to fall down at once, and in 
the coufusioQ Artliur with his allies fell upon them 
and totally routed them. 

After defeating the rebels, Arthur took the Held 
against the Saxons. As they were too sli-ong for 
him unaided, he sent au erabaKsy to Annoricu, be- 
seeching the assistance of Hoel, who soon after 
brought over au army to his aid. The two kings 
Joined their forces, and sought the enemy, whom 
they met, and both sides prcpurcd for a decisive en- 
gagement. " Arthur himself,"' as Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth relates, " dressed in a breastplate wortliy uf 



so great ^ king, places on lits licad a golden helmet 
engraved with the semblance of a dragon. Over his 
shoulders he throws his shield called Priwen, oh 
which a picture of the Holy Virgin constantly re- 
called her to his memory. Girt with Caliburn, a 
most excellent sword, and fabricated in the isle of 
Avalon, ho graces his right hand with the lance named 
Eon. This was a long and broad spear, well con- 
trived for slaughter." After a severe conflict, Ar- 
thur, calling on the name of the Virgin, rushes into 
tJie midst of his enemies, and destroys multitudes 
of them with the formidablo Caliburn, and puts the 
rest to flight, Hoel, being detained by sickness, 
took DO part in Uiis battle. 

This is called the victory of Mount Badon. and, 
however disguised by fable, it is regarded by histo- 
rians as a real event. 

The feats performed by Arthur at the battle of 
Badon Mount are thus celebrated in Drayton's 
verse: — 

" Tho7 anng htm he hiniKlf ol TSn3t>a bore, ibat duj, 
Vrhcn at the glnrioiu goal his BritLih eceptcr tav ; 
Two ilaicB togelfaer how the b&ttel anongliB etood ; 
Pcmlragoo"* worthio Bon, who woded thtro in lilood, 
Thico haadrcd Saxons slew with liu uwue Toliuit Unnd." 

GtHMEVEB. 

Merlin had planned for Artliur a marriage with 
Qie daughter of K.iitg Laodegaa of Cannalide. Jiy 
bis adviuG Arthur paid a visit to the court of that 
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Bovercigii, atteiidcJ only by Merlin and by thirty- 
nine knights whom the magician had selected for 
tliat service. On their arrival tlicy found Laodegau 
and his peers sitting in council, endeavoring, but 
with Bmall prospect of success, to devise means of 
resisting tho impending attack of Kyencc, king of 
Ireland, who, with fifteen tributary kings and an 
almost iunumcrahlo army, had nearly surrounded 
tlie city. Merlin, who acted as leader of the band 
of British knights, announced them as strangers, 
wlio eame to offer the king their services in his 
wars; Imt under tlio express condition tliat tliey 
should bo at liberty to conceal their names and 
quality until they should think proper to divulgo 
them. Tbcao terms wore thought very strange, but 
were thankfully accepted, and the strangers, after 
taking, tho usual oath to tlio king, retired to the 
lodging which Merlin had prepared for Ihcm. 

A few days after tliis, the enemy, regardless of a 
truce into which thoyhad entered with King Laodo- 
gan, suddenly isauod from their camp and made an 
attempt to surprise tho city. Cloodalis, tlio king's 
general, assembled the royal forces with all possible 
despatch. Arthur and his companions also flew to 
arms, and Merlin appeared at their head, bearing a 
standard on wliich was emblazoned a terrific dragon. 
Titorlin advanced to tho gate, and commandod Uie 
porter to 0|»on it, which tlie porter refused to do, 
wjthout Uie king's order. Merlin thereupon took 
up tlto gate, with alt its appurtenances of locks, bars, 
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and bolts, and directed liis troop to pass through, 
after which he replaced it in perfect order. He 
then set spurs to his horse, and dashed, at tlic head 
of his little troop, into a body of two thousand Pa- 
gans. The disparity of numbers being bo enormous. 
Merlin cast a spell upon the enemy, so as to prevent 
their seeing the small number of their assailants; 
notwithstanding wliich the British kniglits were 
hard pressed. But the people of the city, who saw 
from the walls this unequal contest, were ashamed 
of leaving tho small body of strangers to their fate, 
80 they opened the gate and sallied forth. The 
numbers were now more nearly equal, and Merlin 
revoked his spell, so that tho two armies encoun- 
tered on fair terms. Where Arthtir. Ban, Roliort, 
and the rest fought, tho king's army had the advan- 
tage ; but iu another part of tho field, the king him- 
self was surrounded and carried ofi' by the enemy. 
This sad sight was seen by Guenever, the fair 
daughter of the king, who stood on tho city wall 
and looked at tlie battlo. She was in dreadful dis- 
tress, tore her hair, and swooned away. 

But Merlin, aware of what passed iu every part of 
llie field, suddenly collected his knights, led them 
out of tlio battle, intercepted the passage of the parly 
who were carrying away the king, charged them 
witli irrosietiblo impetuosity, cut in pieces or dis- 
persed the whole escort, and rescued tho king. In 
the fight Arthur encountered Caulang, a giant fif- 
teen feet high, and tho fair Gueuevor, who already 
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began to foel a strong interest in tlio handsome 
young stranger, trembled for the issua of tlio con- 
test. But Arthur, dealing a dreadful blow on tlio 
shoulder of the monster, cut through his neck bo 
that his licad hung over on one side, and in this 
eonditioii his horse cajricd liim about the field, to 
the groat horror aud dismay of the Pagans. Gue- 
never could not refrain from espressing aloud her 
■wish that the gentle knight, who dealt witli giants 
so dexterously, wcro destined to become her hus- 
band, and the wish was echoed by her attendants. 
The enemy soon turned their backs, and fled willi 
precipitation, closely pursued by Laodegan aud his 
allies. 

After the battle Arthur was disarmed and con- 
ducted to the bath by the princess Guenevcr, while 
his frionds were attended by the other ladies of the 
court. After the bath the knights were conducted 
to a magnificent entertainment, at which they wore 
diligently served by the same fair attendants. La- 
odegan, more and more anxious to know the name 
and quaUty of his generous deliverers, and occa8ion< 
ally forming a secret wish that the cliief of his guests 
might be captivated by the charms of his daugliter, 
appeared silent aud pousivo, and was scarcely roused 
from his reverie by the banters of his courticre. Ar- 
thur, having bad an opportunity of explaining to 
Guencver his great esteem for her merit, was in the 
joy of his heart, and was still further delighted by 
lieariug from Merlin the late ospluits of Guwai^t 



LoikIoti. l)y means of whicli Iiis imracrliatc return to 

I liis dominions was rendered unnecessary, and lie 

I was left at liberty to protract liis stay at the court 

of Laodegan. Every day contributed to increase 

I tlie admiration of the whole court for the gallant 

I Bti-angcrs, and the passion of Guenever for tlieir 

chief; and when at last Merlin announced to the 

king that the ohject of the visit of the party was to 

procure a hride for their loader, Laodegan at once 

presented Guenever to Arthur, telling him that, 

whatever might be his rank, liis merit was sufficient 

to entitle him to the possession of the heiress of Car- 

malido. Arthur accepted the lady with the utmost 

gratitude, and Merlin then proceeded to satisfy the 

I king of the rank of his son-in-law ; upon whicli La- 

[ odegan, with all his barous, hastened to do liomngo 

to tlieir lawful Bovercigo, Uio successor of Uther 

J Pcndmgon. The fair Guenever was then solemnly 

I betrothed to Arthur, and a magnificent festival was 

L proclaimed, which lasted seven days. At the end 

I of that time, the enemy appearing again with rc- 

I newed force, il became necessary to resume military 

I operations,* 

Wc must now relate what took place nt and near 
I London, while jVrtlim- was absent from his capital, 
I At this very time a band of young heroes were on 

* Guenever, tba nomo at Aniiur's iiuccn, alao wriilm Oenii-vro nnrl 
I Otnciin, U fiHDiliiM- tu all nlio are i-onTcrsuut wiili chivalrii; l»rc. Ii 
Kt •dvcnninsBi anil ilios* of her Imp kniglil, Sir Launi^lol, 
I dim Dnnie nlludva in tlio bcnutifiil cinsodc nt Franixai-u da Uiniini. 



tlioir way to Arthur's court, for the purpose of r&- J 
ceiviiig knighthood from him. They were Gawiuii T 
and Ills three brothers, nephews of Arthur, sons of I 
King Lot, mid Galaehin, another ncphow, sou of I 
King Nauters. King Lot had been one of tho rebel ' 
chiefs whom Arthur had defeated, but he now hoped ] 
by means of tiie young men to he reconciled to J 
liis brotlier-iu-law. lie equipped his sous and liia ] 
nephew with the utmost magnificence, giving them | 
a splendid retinue of young men, sons of earls and I 
harons, all momitod on the best horses, witli com- ] 
plete suits of choice armor. They numbered in nil ] 
seven hundred, but only nine had yet received tlie J 
order of knighthood ; tho rest were candidates for I 
that honor, and anxious to oani it l)y au early en- 
counter with the enemy. Gawain, the leader, waa 1 
a knight of wonderful strength ; but what was most J 
remarkable about him was that his strength waa I 
greater at certain liours of the day than at others. 1 
From nine o'clock till noon his strength was doulded, 1 
and so it was from tlireo to even-song ; for the rest of '^ 
tho tiaio it was less remarkable, though at alt times 
surpassing that of ordinary men. 

After a march of three days they arrived in tho 
ricinity of London, where they expected to find Ap- J 
thur and his court; and very unexjKictedly fell in I 
with a large convoy belonging to the enemy, conast- I 
ing of numerous cai-ts and wagons, all loaded witli J 
provisions, and escorted by three tliousand men, who J 
had been collecting spoil from all the country round. ; 
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I A single cliarge from Gawaiii's impetiiows cavalry 
IvAs suflicieiit to dispci-sc tlio escort and recorer the 
leotiToy, which vas itistaully despatched to LoiidoD. 
■Silt bcfuro long a body of seven thousand fi-L-sh sol- 
Idiors advanced to the attack of the five princes and 
rtlteir little army. Gawain, singling out a chief 
I named Choas, of gigantic size, began the battle by 
Iflplitting him from the crown of the bead to the 
Klireast. Galacliin encountered King Sanagran, who 
V'vas also very huge, and cut ofF hts head. Agrivain 
I and Gahariot also performed prodigies of valor. 
I Tims they kept the great army of assailants at bay, 
I though hard pressed, till of a sudden tbey perceived 
R strong body of tlio citizens advancing from London, 
I whore the convoy which bad been recovered by Ga- 
I vain had arrived, and informed the mayor and citi- 
I »cns of the danger of their deliverer. The arrival 
I- of the Londoners soon decided the contest. The 
V enemy fled in all directions, and Gawain and bis 
I Abends, escorted by the grateful citizens, entered 
■London, and were received with ^clamatious 
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After tlie groat victory of Mount Badon, liy which | 
the Saxons were for the time eSbctually put down, 
Arthur turned his arms against the Scots and I'icts, 
whom he routed at Lake Lomond, and com|>el]cd to I 
Bue for mercy. He then went to York to keep his i 
Christmas, and employed himself in restoring tbo f 
Cliristian churclies which the Pagans had rifled and , 
overthrown. The following summer be conquered I 
Ireland, and then made a voyage with his fleet to ] 
Iceland, which he also sulMlued. The kings of Goth- 
land and of the Orkneys came voluntarily and mado 1 
tbeir submission, promising to pay tribute. Tljca 1 
he returned to Britain, where, havuig established I 
the kingilom, ho dwelt twelve years iu peace. 

During this time he iimtcd over to him all per- 
sons whatsoever that were famous for valor In fot^ 
eign nations, and augmented tbo numlicr of bia j 
domestics, and introduced such politeness into hia i 
court as people of the remotest countries thought I 

)rthy of their imitutiou. So that tlicro was not a 1 
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noblcmtm wlio thought liiiiiself of aiij consideration 
unless his clotlies and arras wero made m tlio same 
fashion as those of Arthur's knights. 

Finding himself so [wwerful at home, jVrtliur be- 
gan to form designs for extending his power abroad, 
yo, having prepared Ms fleet, he first attempted Nor- 
way, that he might procure the crown of it for Lot, 
his sister's husband. Arthur landed iu Noi-way, 
fought a great battle witli the king of that country, 
defeated him, and pursued tho victory till he liad re- 
duced tlio whole country under his dominion, and 
estoblished Lot upon the tlirone. Then Arthur 
made a voyage to Gaul and laid siege to tlic city of 
Palis. Gaul was at that time a Roman province, 
and governed by FloUo, the Tribune, "When tlie siege 
of Paris had continued a month, and tho people bo- 
gao to sutler from famine, Flollo challenged Arthur 
to ^ngle combat, proposing to decide tlie conquest of 
the province in that way. Artlinr gladly accepted the 
challenge, and slew his adversary in tlie contest, upon 
which the citizens surrendered the city to him. After 
the victory jVrtUur divided his army into two ])arts, 
one of wiiicli he committed to tho conduct of Hoel, 
whom he ordered to marcli into Aquitaino, wliilo he 
with tlio other part should endeavor to subdue the 
other provinces. At tho end of nine years, iu which 
time all llic parts of Gaul were entirely reduced, 
Arthur returned to Paris, where he kept his court, 
and, colling an assembly of the clergy and pcoiile, 
established peace and the just admiaistratiou of the 
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laws in that kingdom. Then he bestowed Xorman- 
dy upon Bedvcr, his butler, and the province of | 
Andegavia upon Kay, his steward,* and several [ 
other provinces upon liis great men that attended I 
lum. Ajid, having settled the peace of the cities j 
and countries, be returned back in the beginning I 
of spring to Britain. 

Upon the approacii of the feast of Pentecost, Ar- 
thur, the better to demoustrale his joy after Buch I 
triumphant successes, and for tlio more solemn ob- 
servation of that festival, and reconciUng the minds 
of the princes that were now subject to liim, resolved 
during that season to bold a magnificent court, to 
place the crown upon his head, and to invito all the ] 
kings and dukes under his subjection to the solen> ' 
nity. And he pitched upon Caerleon, the City of 
Legions, as the proper place for liis purpose. For, 
besides its great wealth above the other cities, f its 



* Tliia name, in iho Frcnrh mnuDKa. ii spelled Qucux, vhich 
mcuii htad cook. TliU would teem to iinjil}' ihat it wat > title, uid 
not A mime ; jct the pcnonai^ who bole it Is nercr mentiaiicrl hj tny 
other. He il the chieT. if not the onlj, comic character amuii^: the 
iu-roa of Arthur'! coart He U llio Seneschal or Steward, liia duiies 
■Ikd embracing thoie of chief of the cookg. la the romimcoi, hit 
general chamCTcr is ■ compounil of lolor and LuSbonerj, alwaje 
nod; ID Sght, anil genenUly getting the vrorit of the hnitlo. IIo i< 
alM BBTCMtic and ohiuive in hii remartu, bj which he often cr<t* into 
troablc Tet Arthor Menu to haro on uuchtncnl to him, anil oftsn 
lake* hil advice, which a gcnuraUj wron);. 

t Several citin oiq aUottcd Co King Arthar bj' the tomuaco-wtiten. 
The principal aft Caorieon, Cnmelut. and Cwliite. 

Caerleon derife* iu name from iti ha* jug been the ttalion of ona 
of the legion*, during ihi dominbn of tha Ramani. It I* calleil by 
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Eituation upon the river Usk, near tlic Severn sea, 
was most pleasant and fit for so great a solemnity. 
For on one aide it was washed by that noble river, 
so that the kings and princes from the countries be- 
yond the seas Inight have the convenience of soiUng 
up to it. On the other side the beauty of the mead- 
ows and groves, and magnificcuco of the royal pal- 
aces, with lofty gilded roofs that adorned it, made 
it even rival the grandeur of Rome. It was also 
&mous for two churches, whereof one was adorned 
with a choir of virgins, who devoted themselves 
wholly to the service of God, and the other maln- 
tfuned a convent of priests. Besides, there was a 
college of two hundred philosophers, who, being 
learned in astronomy and the other arts, were dili- 
gent in observing the courses of the stars, and gave 
Arthur tnie predictions of the events that would 
happen. In this place, therefore, which afforded 



iMJa write™ Urbs Lcgionum, the City of Logions. The fimticr worJ 
bdng rendend iuln Welih by Caer, meaaiag city, and ibo latter con- 
mcceil into lla/n. Tbe riwr VA retains it* namo in modem gc- 
ogniphy, and there U a town or city of Caerlcon opoii it, though 
t!io dty or CardiO* ia thou(|hi to b« Iho scene of Anhur's court. Cites- 
l»r alxu beara in Wclub the nanio of CiuTlMm; for Chealcr, (ierivi'il 
from fniiTa, Latin for camji, a llie deaignuiion of military liciul- 
qnarton. 

Comcloi is thought to be Wbeh(»ter. 

Shalntt 13 Guildfonl. 

HatDo'i Pun is Southampton. 

Cariiilo ia the dty atill rcinining thiit nnmo, Ofar the Smitish boN 
der. Bat thii nainv ii nlao tametimca applied to other plaeci, which 
:, like itself, luilitoiy Elatiuua. 
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Bucli delights, were preparations made for the en- 
suing festival. 

Ambassadors were then sent into several king- 
doms, to invite to court the princes hoth of Oaul 
and of the adjacent islaude. Accordingly there 
came Augusel, king of Albania, now Scotland, Cad- 
wallo, king of Vencdotia, now North Wales, Sater, 
king of Dcmetia, now South Wales ; also the arch- 
bishops of the metropolitan sees, London and York, 
and Dubricius, bishop of Caerlcon, the City of Le- 
gions. This prelate, who was primate of Britain, 
was so eminent for his piety, that he could cure any 
Bick person by his prayers. There were also Uie 
counts of the principal cities, and many other wor^ 
thics of no less dignity. 

From the adjacent islands came Gnillaoiurtus, 
king of Ireland, Gunfasius, king of the Orkneys, 
Malvasius, king of Iceland, Lot, king of Norway, 
Bcdvcr tbo butler, Duke of Normandy, Kay the 
sewer, Duko of Andegavia ; also the twelve peers of 
Gaul, and Hoel, Duke of tbo Armorican Britons, with 
Ills nobility, who came witli sncU a train of mules, 
liorecs, and rich furniture, as it Is difHcuIt to de- 
scribe. Besides these, there remained no prince of 
any consideration on this side of Spain who came 
not upon this invitation. And no wonder, wheu 
Artliur's muni&ccnce, which was celebrated over 
the whole world, made him beloved by all people. 

Wlien all were assembled, upon tho day of the 
solemnity, tlie archbishops were conducted to the 



palace, in order to place tlio crown upon the king;'s 
head. Then Dubricius, inasmuch as tlic court was 
held in his diocese, made himself ready to celebrate 
the oflfico. Ab soon as Uio king was invested with 
his royal habiliments, he was conducted in great 
pomp, to the metropolitan church, having four kings, 
Tiz. of Albania, Cornwall, Demetia, and Vcncdotia, 
bearing four golden swords before him. On anolber 
part was the queen, dressed out in her ricbcst orna- 
ments, conducted by the archbisliops and bishops to 
the Church of Virgins ; the four queens, also, of the 
kings last mentioned, bearing before her four white 
doves, according to ancient custom. When the 
■whole procession was ended, so transporting was 
the harmony of the musical instruments and voices, 
whereof there was a vast variety in both churches, 
that the knights who attended were in doubt which 
to prefer, and therefore crowded from the one to the 
otlicr by turns, and were far from being tired of the 
solemnity, though the whole day had been spent in 
it. At last, when divine service was over at both 
churches, the king and queen put off their crowns, 
and, putting on their lighter ornaments, went to tlio 
banquet. AVhen they had all taken thoir seats ac- 
cording to precedence, Kay the sewer, in rich robes 
of ermine, with a thousand young noitlemen all in 
like manner clothed in rich attire, served up the 
dishes. Prom auother part Bedvcr the butler was 
followed by the same number of attendants, who 
waited with all kinds of cups and druiking-vessels. 
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And there was food and drink in abundance, and 
CTcrytliing was of the best kind, and served in the 
best manner. For at that time Britain had arrived 
nt such a pitch of grandeur, that in riches, luxury, 
and politeness it far surpassed all other kingdoms. 

As soon as the banquets were over, they went into 
the fields without ttie city, to divert themaelvos with 
various sports, such as shooting with bows and ar- 
rows, tossing tliQ pike, casting of heavy stones and 
rocks, playing at dice, and the tike, and all these 
inoifenBivcly, and without quarrelling. In this 
maimer were thi-ee days spent, and after that they 
separated, and the kings and noblemen departed to 
their several homes. 

After this Arthur reigned five years in p«aoc. 
Tlien came ambassadors from Lueius Tiberius, Pro- 
curator under Leo, Em]>eror of Rome, demanding 
tribute. But Arthur refused to pay tribute, and 
prepared for war. As soon as the necessary dispo- 
sitions were made, he committed tlie government of 
his kingdom to his nephew Slodred and to Queen 
Guencver, and marched with his anny to Homo's 
Port, where the wind stood fair for hUn. The army 
crossed over in safety, and landed at tlio mouth of 
the river Barba, And tlicre they pitched tlieir tents 
to wait the anival of the kings of the islands. 

As soon as alt the forces were arrived, Arthur 
marched forwai-d to Augustodunum, and encamped 
on tha banks of the river Alba. Here repeated bat- 
tles were fougitt, lu all which the Britons, under their 
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valiant leaders, IToel, Duke of Armorica, nud Gawaiu, 
iicpliew to Artliur, had tlie advantage. At length 
Lucius Tilierius determined to retreat, and wait for 
the Emperor Leo to join him with fresh troops. 
But Arthiir, anticipating tliia event, took possession 
of a certain valley, and closed up the way of retreat 
to Lucius, compelling him to tight a decisive hattle, 
in which Arthur lost some of the bravest of his 
knights and most faithful followers. But on the 
other hand Lucius Tiljcrius was slain, and his army 
totally defeated. The fugitives dispersed over the 
country, some to the by-ways and woods, some to 
the cities and towns, and all other places where they 
could hope for safety. 

Arthur stayed in those parts till the next winter 
was over, and employed his time in restoring order 
niid settling the government. He thcu returned 
into England, and celebrated his victories with 
groat splendor. 

Then the king stablished all hie knights, and to 
tlicm that were not rich he gave lands, and charged 
thent all never to do outrage nor murder, and al- 
ways to flee treason ; also, by no means to be cruel, 
but to give mercy unto Iiira that asked mercy, upon 
pain of forfeitiu^ of their worship and lordship ; and 
always to do ladies, damo^cls, and gentlewomen 
scn'ice, ujwu pain of death. Also that no man take 
battle in a wrongful quarrel, for no law, nor for 
any world's goods. L'nto tliis were all tlio knights 
Kworii of the Table Round, both old and yoimg. 
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And at every year were they sworn at the higli feast 
of Peutocost. 



UNO ABTHUE BLAT8 THE GIANT OP 8T. MICHAEL'S 

MOUNT. 

■ftTule the army was encamped in Brittaiiy, awaitr 
iiig tUo arrival of the kings, there came a country- 
man to Arthur, and told him that a giant, whose 
cavo was on a neighboring mountain, called St. 
Michaers Mount, had for a long time been accus- 
tomed to carry off the children of the peasants, to 
devour them. " And now lie hath taken the Duoli- 
ess of Brittany, as she rodo with her atteudauta, and 
hath carried her away in spite of all they could do." 
"Now, follow," said King Arthur, "canst thou 
hring me there whoro this giant haiuitetli ? " " Yea, 
sure," said the good man ; " lo, yonder where tliou 
BCest two great firos, there shalt thou find him, and 
more trca&uro than I suppose is in all Frauce be- 
side." Then the king called to him Sir Bedvor and 
Sir Kay, and commanded tliom to make ready horse 
and harness for himself and them ; for after evening 
ho would ride on pilgrimage to St. Jlidkacl's MouuU 

So they three departed, and rode forth till they 
came to the foot of tlio mount. .:Vud tliere tlie king 
conunandcd them to tarry, for he would himself 
go lip into that mount. So he asccudcd Uie hill 
till he came to a great fire, and Uiorc hfl fuiuid an 
aged woman sitting liy a uew-mudu grave, making 
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great sorrow. Then King Arthur saluted lier, aud 
demanded of her wherefore sho made Buch lameiila- 
tion ; to whom she answered : " Sir kiiight, speak 
low, for yonder is a devil, aud if ho hear tlico speak, 
he will come and destroy thee. For ye cannot make 
resistance to him, he is so fierce and so strong. He 
hath murdered the Duchess, which hero Heth, who 
was the fairest of all the world, wife to Sir Hoel, 
Duke of Brittany." *' Dame," said the king, " I 
come from the noble conqiieror, King Arthur, to 
treat with that tyrant." " Fie on sueli treaties," 
said she ; " lie scttcth not by the kuig, nor by no 
man else," " Well," said Arthur, " I will accom- 
plish my message for all your fearful words." 80 
he went forth by the crest of the hill, and saw where 
the giant sat at supper, gnawiug on the limb of a, 
man, and baking his broad limbs at the firo, and 
three fair damsels lying bound, whose lot it was to 
be devoured in their turn. Whcu King Arthur i)e- 
held tliat, he had groat compassion on lliem, so that 
liis heart hied for sorrow. Then be hailed the giant, 
saying, " He that all the world rulctli give tlioo 
short life and shameful death. Why hast tlion 
murdered this Duchess ? Therefore come forth, 
Uiou caitiff", for this day thou shalt die by my hand." 
Then the giant started np, and took a great club, 
and smote at the king, and smote off his coronal ; 
and tlien the king struck him in the belly with his 
sword, and made a fearful wound. Then the giant 
threw away his club, and caught the king in bis 
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arms, so that he crushed his rihs. Tlion the three 
maidens kMceh-ii down and prayed for help aud 
comfort for Arthur. And Arthur weltered aud 
wrenched, bo that ho was one while under, and aii- 
otlier time ahove. And bo weltering aud wallowing 
they rolled down the hill, und ever as they weltered 
Arthur snioto him with Ids dagger ; and it fortuned 
they carae to tlio place where tho two kniglits wore. 
And when they saw tho king fast in tlio giant's arms, 
they came and hrased him. Tlien tho king com- 
manded ^ir Kay to smite off tho giant's head, and 
to sot it on tho truncheon of a spear, and fix it ou 
the barbican, that all the people might see and be- 
hold it. Tliis was done, and anon it was known 
through all the country, wherefor tho people came 
aud thanked tho king. And he said, " Give your 
thanks to God ; and tako yc the giant's spoil and 
divide it among yon." And King Arthur caused a 
chui-ch to bo builded on that hill, in honor of St. 
Uichocl. 



KING AitTHDB CET3 A SWOBD FROM THE LADT OP 
THE LAKE. 

One day King Arthur rode forth, and on a sitdden 
he was ware of three chnrU chusuig Merlin, lo have 
slain him. And tlio king rode uuto them and bade 
them, '• Flee, churls I " Then wore they afi-aid when 
tlicy saw a knight, and fled. " Merlin," said 
Arthur, <*here badst thou bocn alain, fur all thy 
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crafts, liaJ I not been by." " Nay," Baiil Moiliu, 
" not so, for I could Gave myself if I would ; lj\it 
thou art more near tliy death tlmii I aiu," So, as 
tiiey went thus talking, King Arthur perceived where 
eat a knight ou horseback, as if to guard the pass. 
" Sir knight," said Arthur, " for what cause abidost 
thoH here ? " Then the knight said, " There may 
no knight ride this way imless he just with me, for 
such is the custom of the pass." " I will amend 
that custom," said tlio king. Then tliey ran to- 
gether, and thoy met so hard that tlicir spears were 
shivered. Then they drew their swords and fought 
a strong battle, with many great strokes. But at 
length the sword of the knight smote King Arthur's 
Bword in two pieces. Then said the knight unto 
Artliur, " Tlioii art iu my power, whetlier to save 
thee or slay thee, and unless tliou yield thee as over- 
come and recreant, thou shalt die." " As for death," 
said King Arthur, " welcome be it when it cometh ; 
but to yield me unto thee as i-ecroant, I will not." 
Then he leapt u|>oii the knight, and took liim by the 
middle and tlu-ew liim down ; but the knight was a 
passing strong man, and anon he brouglit Arthur 
under him, and would have razed off his helm to 
slay him. Then said Merlin, "Kniglit, hold tliy 
tiond, for this knight is a maji of more worship tlian 
thou art awaro of." " IVhy, who is he ? " said the 
knight. " It is King iirthur." Then would he 
have slaiji biui for dread of his wrath, and lifted up 
his sword to slay him; and therewith Merlin cast an 
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enchantment on tlie knight, so that lie fell to the 
earth in a great sleep. Then Merlin took up King 
Arthur, and set him on his horse. " Alas ! " saiil 
Arthur, "what hast thou done, Merlin? hast thou 
slain tliis good knight by thy crafts ? " " Care ye 
not," said Merlin ; " he is wholer than ye be. Ho 
is only asleep, and will wake in three hours." 

Then tlie king and he departed, and went till they 
came to a hermit, that was a good man and a great 
Icoeh. 80 the licruiit searched all hia wounds, and 
applied good salves ; aud the king was there tliree 
days, and tlicn were Ins wnunds well amended, that 
he might ride and go. So they departed, and as 
tlicy rode Arthur said, " I have no sword." " No 
matter," said Merlin ; " hereby is a sword that shall 
be yours." So they rode till they came lo a lake, 
which was a fair w^ater and broad. Aud in the 
midst of the lake Arthur was aware of an arm 
clothed in white samite," that held a fair sword in 
tlie hand, "Lo!" said Merlin, "yonder is that 
sword that I spake of. It bclongeth to the Lady of 
the Lake, and, if she will, thou mayest take it; hot 
if she will not, it will not bo in thy power to take it." 

So Sir Arthur and Merlin alighted from tlieir 
horses, and went into a boat. And when they came 
to the sword that the hand held, .'^ir Arllmr took it 
by the handle and took it to him, and the arm aud 
the hand went under the wutor. 
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Then they returned unto the land and rode forth. 
And Sir Arthur looked on the sword and liked it 
right well. 

So they rode unto Caerleon, whereof his knights 
were passing glad. And when they heard of his 
adventures, they marvelled that he would jeopard 
his person so alone. But all men of worship said it 
was a fine thing to be under such a chieftain as 
would put- his person in adventure as other poor 
knights did. 



CHAPTER VI. 



SIR GAWAm. 



Sir Gawain was nephew to King Arthur, by his 
sister Morgana, married to Lot, king of Orkney, 
who was by Arthur made king of Norway. Sir 
Gawain was one of the most famous knights of the 
Roiuid Table, and is characterized by the roman- 
cers as the sage and courteous Gawain. To this 
Chaucer alludes in his " Squiere's Tale," where the 
strange knight " salueth " all the court 



" With 80 high reverence and observance. 
As well in speeche as in contenance, 
That Gawain, with his olde curtesie, 
Though he were come agen out of faerie, 
Ne coude him not amenden with a word." 

Gawain's brothers were Agravain, Gaharet, and 
Garcth. 

SIR GA wain's marriage. 

Once upon a time King Arthur held his court in 
merry Carlisle, when a damsel came before him and 
craved a boon. It was for vengeance upon a caitiff 
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knight, who had mado lier lover captive and de- 
spoiled lier of licr lauds. King Artliiir commanded 
to bring liim bis sword, Excalibar, and to saddle liis 
Bteed, and rode forth witliout delay to right tlic 
lady's wrong. Erelong Le reached the castle of 
the grim baron, and challenged hitn to the conflict. 
But tbe castle stood on magic ground, and the spell 
v&s such that no knight could tread thereon but. 
straight his courage fell and his strength decayed. 
K-iiig Arthur felt the charm, and before a blow was 
struck, his sturdy limbs lust their strength, and his 
head grew faint. lie was fain to yield himself pris- 
oner to the churlish knight, who refused to release 
him except upon condition that ho should retiirn at 
tlio end of a year, and bring a true answer to the 
question, " Wliat thing is it which women most de- 
sire ? " or in default thereof surrender himself and 
his lands. King Arthur accepted the terms, and 
gave his oath to return at the time appointed. Dur- 
ing the year tlie king rode east, and he rode west, 
ajid inquired of all whom he met what thing it 
is which all women most desire. Some told liim 
richea ; some, pomp and state ; some, mirtli ; some, 
flattery ; and some, a gallant knight. But in the di- 
versity of answers he could find uo sure dependence. 
Tho year was wollnigh spent, when one day, as ho 
rode thoughtfully through a forest, he saw silting 
beneath a tree a lady of such hideous aspect that he 
turned away his eyes, and when she greeted him in 
seemly sort, made no answer. " What wight art 
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thou," the lady said, " tliat will iiot speak to me ? 
It may chance that I may resolve thy doubts, 
though I bo uot fair of aspect." " If tliou wilt do 
BO," Hiid King Arthur, " chooBo what reward thoa 
wilt, tliou grim lady, and it shall bo given thoo," 
" Swear me this u[)oii thy faith," she said, and jVt- 
thur sworo it. Then the lady told him the secret, 
aud demanded her reward, wliich was that the king 
should find somo fair and courtly knight to be her 
husband. 

King Arthur hastened to the grim baron's castle 
and told him one by one all the answers which he 
had received from his rarious advisers, except the 
last, and not one was admitted as tlic true one. 
" Now jield thoe, Arthur," tlie giant said, " for thou 
hast not paid thy ransom, and thou and thy lands 
arc forfeUcd to me." Then King Arlliur said : 

" Yet IidIiI llij- hnnd, than proud baron, 

I pmy llice liolcl thy hund, 
And give mo Iroi-o lo spook onco more. 

In [Wouo of my Innd. | 

This moni, u 1 cwne over a moor, 

I saw B Udy >cl, 
Between an oak and a grasa holly, 

All cluil in red nrarlctt. 
She eays all uximat ittndd haiit their miB, 

Thiaia their chii-fduire; 
Saw yield, •■ thon art ■ bnnin true, 

That I tuT« paid mj' bin." 

" It was my sist^^r that told iheo Uiis," the churl- 
ish baron exclaimed. " Vengeance light on her ! I 
will sonio time or otlior do licr as ill a turn." 
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King Arthur rode homeward, hut not Hglit of 
heart ; for ho rcmoml>ered the promise I10 was under 
to the loathly lady to give her oiic of his young and 
gallant knights for a huEband. Re told his grief to 
Sir Oawnin, his nephew, and he replied, "Be not 
sad, my lord, for I will marry the loathly lady." 
King Artluir replied: 

•" Now najr, now imy, gooil Sir Gawaine, 
My sister's Eon yo hu ; 
The loathly lady '» nil loo grim, 
And ftU too funla for thee" 

But Gawain persisted, and the king at last, with 
sorrow of heart, consented tliat Gawuin should be 
his ransom. So, one day, the king and Ida knights 
rode to the forest, met the loathly lady, and brought 
her to Iho court. Sir Gawain fitood the scoffs and 
jeers of his companions as ho best might, and the 
marriage waa solemnized, but not with the usual 
festivities. Chaucer tells us ; — 

" There vob no joyc ne fceto at allu; 
ThcTQ n'a» but heviQCMO Bad moclicl HjnvcY 
For priwly he wed her on the tnorwii. 
And all day after hid him as ud owle, 
80 tro waa blm hu nila loked bo fouEi: 1 " ■ 

When night came, and they were alone together, 
Sir Gawain could not conceal his aversion ; and tlie 
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lady askod liim wliy he sighed so heavily, and turned 
away hia face. He candidly confessed it was on ac- 
count of three tilings, her age, her ugliness, and her 
low degree. The lady, not at all offended, replied 
with excellent arguments to all his ohjectiona. She . 
showed him that with age is di&crotion, with ugli- 
ness security from rivds, and that all true gentility 
depends, not upon the accident of birth, but upon 
the character of the individual. 

Sir Gawain made no reply ; but, turning his eyes 
on his bride, what was his amazement to perceive 
that she wore no longer the unseemly aspect that 
liod so distressed him. She then told him lliat tlio 
form she had woni was not her true form, but a dis- 
guise imposed upon her by a wicked enchanter, and 
that she was coudeiuncd to wear it until two things 
should happen ; one, that she should obtain some 
young and gallant knigbt to be her husband. Tliis 
having boon done, one half of the chann was re- 
moved. She was now at liberty to wear her true 
form for half the time, and slio bade him choose 
whether ho would have her fair by day, and ugly by 
uigbt, or the reverse. Sir Gawaiu would fain have 
had her look her best by uight, when ho itlone 
should see her, and show her repulsive visage, if at 
all, to others. But she reminded him how much 
more pleasant it would be to her to wear her best 
looks in the throng of knights and ladies by day. 
Sir Gawain yielded, and gave up liis will to hers. 
This alone was wanting to dissolve the charm. The 
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lovely lady now with joy assured him that she 
should change no more; but as she now was, so 
would she remain by night as well as by day. 
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Sweet bloBhes stajned her rad-red cheek. 

Her ejren were bUick as sloe, 
The ripening cherrye swelled her lippe. 

And all her neck was snow. 
Sir Gkiwain kist that ladye fisdre 

Lying upon the sheete, 
And swore, as he was a tme knight. 

The spice was nerer so swete." 



The dissolution of the charm which had held the 
lady also released her brother, the " grim baron," 
for he too had been implicated in it. He ceased to 
be a churlish oppressor, and became a gallant and 
generous knight as any at Arthur's court. 



CHAPTER VII, 



Cahadoc was the son of Tsenne, tho licantifiil 
niece of Arthur. Ho was iguorant vho his father 
was, till it was discovered ixi the foUowng maimer. 
When the youth was of proper years to receive tho 
houors of knighthood. King Artliur held a grajid 
court for the purpose of knighting him. On tiiis 
occat^ion a strange knight presented himself, and 
challcuged the knights of Arthur's court to exchiuigo 
blow for blow with him. His proposal was this, — to 
lay his neck on a block for any knight to strike, on 
condition that, if he survived tlic blow, the knight 
shoidd submit in turu to the soiuo experiment. 8ir 
Kay, wlio was usually ready to accept all challenges, 
pronounced this wholly unreasonable, and declared 
that he would not accept it for all tho wealth in tlio 
world. And when tho knight otTered hia sword, 
with which tho operation was to be performed, no 
person ventured to accept it, till Caradoc, growing 
angry at the disgrace which was thus inciirrod hy 
llio Round Table, tlirew asido his mantio and took 
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it. " Do yon do Uiis as one of the best knights ? " 
said die stranger. " No," ho replied, " but as one 
of the most foolish." Tlio stranger lays his head 
upon the block, receiTOs a blow which sends it roll- 
ing from his shouldersj walks after it, picks it up, 
replaces it with great success, and says he will re- 
turn when tho court shall be assembled next year, 
and claim his turn. Wien the anniversary arrived, 
botli parties were punctual to their engagement. 
Great entreaties were used by the king and queen, 
and the whole court, iit belialf of Caradoc, but the 
stranger was inflexible. The young knight laid his 
head upon tlie block, and more than once desired 
liim to make an end of the business, and not keep 
him longer in so disagreeable a state of exjrectation. 
At last tlio stmnger strikes liim gently with tlie side 
of tho sword, bids him rise, and reveals to him the 
fact that he is his father, the enclianter Eliaures, 
and that he gladly owns 1dm for a son, having proved 
Ills courage and fidelity to his word. 

lint the favor of enchanters is shortr-livcd and un- 
certain. Eliaurcs fell under tlie influence of a wick- 
ed woman, who, to satisfy her pique ag^nst Caradoc, 
pcmiaded the enehanter to fasten on his arm a ser- 
penti which remained there sucking at liis flesh and 
blood, no human skill sufficing cither to remove the 
roptite, or alleviate the tonnenta which Caradoc en- 
dured. 

Caradoc was betrothed to Ouimier, sister to his 
bosom friend Cador, and daughter to the king of 
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Cornwall. As soon as thoy wero iiifoiiuod of liis I 
deplorablo condition, thoy set out for Nantes, wliei-o 
Caradoe's castle was, that Guimier might attend 
npon liini. Wieii Caradoc heard of tlioir coming, 
liis first emotion was tliat of joy and lore. But sooit 
he began to fear tiiat the sight of his emaciated fomi) 
and of his sudcriiigs, would disgust Guimier ; aud 
this approliensioii Itecame so strong, that ho departed { 
Eijcretly from Sautes, and bid himself in a berniitage. 
He was sought far and near by the knights of Ar- 
thur's court, and Cador mado a vow never to desist 
fi-om the quest till lie .should have found him. Af- 
ter long wandering, Cador discovered his fHond in 
tlie hermitage, reduced almost to a skeleton, and 
apparently near his death. All other means of re- 
lief having already been tried in vain, Cador at last 
prevailed on the enchanter Eliaures to disclose the 
only method wliieb could avail for his rescue. A 
maiden must be found, his equal in birth and beauty, 
and losing him better than herself, so that she would 
expose herself to the same tonnent to deliver him. 
Two vessels were then to bo provided, the one filled 
with sour wine, and the other with milk. Caradoc 
must enter tlie first, so that the wine should reach 
his neck, and the maiden must get into the other, 
and, exposing her t)osom u]H>n the edge of the vessel, 
invite tlie serpent to forsake the nithcred flesh of i 
his victim for this fresh and inviting food. The 
vessels wens to be placed three feet apart, and as the 
ecqicnt crossed fi-om one to the other, a knight was ' 
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to cut him iu Wo. If lio failed in liis blow, Coradoc 
would indeed bo dolivored, but it would be otJy to 
860 his fair champion suffering the same cruel and 
hopeless torment. The sequel may bo eiKily fore- 
seen. Ouimier urilliugly exposed herself to the per- 
ilous adventure, and Cador, with a lucky blow, killed 
tho serpent. The arm, m which Caradoc had suf- 
fered so long, recovered its strength, but not its 
shape, in consequence of which ho was called Cara- 
doc Briefbras, Caradoc of the Shrunken Ami, 

Caradoc and Guimier are the hero and heroine of 
tho ballad of the Boy and the Mantle, which follows. 

THE BOT AND THE MANTLE. 

In CoriiBlc dwelt Kinj; Anhnr, 

A prinre cf piuEing might. 
And Ihcre mnintiuDcd bit Tatila Hoaad, 

Bcacl with mnii j a knight. 

AnJUiKro he kept liia ClirijinntS. 

Willi mirth and princely thcer, 
WhvD lul It strange and cuamng boj 

Before him did appear. 

Akinlcandamsntle 

This hoj hod him npon, 
With hrooches, ring^, and ouchca. 
Foil duiotity bi-donu. 

Ilshnd u saih of ailk 

About bis middle mwi! 
And thus wirh Kwmly cunpsia 

Us did King Arthur gKct: 
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** God speed thee, brave King Artfanr, 
Thus feasting in thy bower. 

And Guenever, thy goodly queen. 
That fiiir and peerless flower. 

" Te gallant lords and lordlings, 
I wish yon all take heed, , 

Lest what ye deem a blooming rose 
Should prove a cankered weed.' 
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Then straightway from his bosom 

A little wand he drew ; 
And with it eke a mantle, 

Of wondrous shape and hue. 

" Now have thou here, King Arthur, 

Have this here of me, 
And give unto thy comely queen. 

All shapcn as you see. 

" No wife it shall become. 
That once hath been to blame." 

Then every knight in AVthur's court 
Sly glanced at his dame. 

And first came Ladv Gaenercr, 
The mantle she must try. 

Thb dame she was new-Csngkd,* 
And of a roving eye. 

When she had taken the mantle^ 

And aU with it was dad, 
Fiom top to toe it shivered down. 

As thoi^ with siMan beduvi. 

One while It was too kttg:, 
AnodMr while too sbiM% 
And WTvakkd <« War sbo«ideR» 

la toort UAMoi^r *°*^ 
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Kow green, now red it seemed. 

Then all of sable hue ; 
"Beshrew me/' quoth King ArtfanTy 

I think thoa be'st not trne 1 " 

• 

Down she threw the mantle, 
- No longer wonld she stay ; 
Bnt, storming like a fory, 
To her chamber flung away. 

She corsed the rascal wearer. 

That had the mantle wrought; 
And doubly cursed the froward imp 

Who thither had it brought 

** I had rather live in deserts, 

Beneath the greenwood tree, 
Than here, base king, among thy groomj. 

The sport of them and thee.' 
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Sir Kay called forth his lady, 
And bade her to come near : 

" Tet dame, if thou be guilty, 
I pray thee now forbear.' 
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This lady, pertly giggling, 
With forward step came on. 

And boldly to the little boy 
With fearless face is gone. 

When she had taken the mantle, 
With purpose for to wear, 

It shrunk up to her shoulder. 
And left her back all bare. 

Then ereiy merry knight. 
That was in Arthur's court, 

Gibed and laughed and flouted. 
To see that pleasant sport 
9 
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Down she threw the mantle, 

No longer bold or gay, 
Bat, with a face all pale and wao, 

To her chamber slunk away. 

Then forth came an old knight 
A pattering o*er his creed. 

And proffered to the little boj 
Five nobles to his meed : 

" And all the time of Christmas 
Flnm-porridge shall be thine. 

If thoa wilt let my lady fair 
Within the mantle shine." 

A saint his lady seemed. 
With step demore and slow. 

And gravely to the mantle 
With mincing face doth go. 

When she the same had taken 
That was so fine and thin. 

It shrivelled all abont her, 
And showed her dainty skin. 

Ah 1 little did her mincing. 
Or his long prayers bestead ; 

She had no more hang on her 
Than a tassel and a thread. 

Down she threw the mantle. 
With terror and dismay. 

And with a fiice of scarlet 
To her chamber hied away. 

Sir Cradock called his lady. 
And bade her to come near : 

*' Come win this mantle, lady. 
And do me credit here : 
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" Come win this mantle, lady, 

For now it shall be thine, 
If thoa hast never done amiss, 

Since first I made thee mine." 

The lady, gentlj bloshing. 

With modest grace came on ; 
And now to try the wondrous charm 

Coorageoosly is gone. 

When she had ta'en the mantle, 

And put it on her back. 
About the hem it seemed 

To wrinkle and to crack. 

" Lie still," she cried, '* mantle I 

And shame me not for naught ; 
1 11 freely own whatever amiss 

Or blameful I haye wrought 

" Once I kissed Sir Cradock 

Beneath the greenwood tree ; 
Once I kissed Sir Cradock's mouth, 

Before he married me." 

When she had thus her shriyen, 

And her worst fault had told, 
The mantle soon became her. 

Bight comely as it should. 

Most rich and fair of color, 

like gold it glittering shone. 
And much the knights in Arthur's court 

Admired her every one. 

The ballad goes on to tell of two more trials of a 
similar kind, made by means of a boar's head and 
a drinking-horn, in both of which the result was 
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equally favorable with the first to Sir Gradock and 
his lady. It then concludes as follows : — 

Thus boar's head, horn, and mantle 

Were this fair couple's meed ; 
And all snch constant lovers, 

God send them well to speed. 

Peraf*§ Reliqua. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



I_\UNCELOT OF THE LAKE. 



Kixo Ban, of Brittany, the faithful ally of Arthur, 
I vas attacked by Lis enemy Claudas, and, after a long 
I war, saw himself reduced to the possession of a sin- 
I gla fortress, wliere he was besieged by his enemy. 
, In this cstremily he determined to solicit the assist- 
anco of Arthur, and escaped in a dark night, with 
j his wife Helen and his infant eon Launcelot, leaving 
I his castle in tho hands of his Genesclial, who imme- 
I diately Burrendercd the place to Claudas. The 
' flames of his burning citadel reached tho eyes of 
I the unfortunate monarch duruig his flight, and he 
I expired with grief. The wretched Helen, leaving 
I her child on the brink of a lake, flow to receive the 
I last siglis of lier husbimtt, and on returning per- 
I ccivod the little Launcelot in the arms of a nymph, 
I who, on the approach of tho queen, threw herself 
I into the lake with Iho child. Tliis nymph was 
I Viviaiio, mistress of tho enchanter Merlin, better 
[ Itnown by the nanio of the Lady gf tlic Lake. Laun- 



J02 



celot received his appellation from having been 
educated at tlic court of Uiis cucliaiitress, whose 
palace was situated in tho midst, uot of a real, hut, 
like the uppearanco which deceives the African 
traveller, of an imaginary lake, whose deluding 
resomblauce served as a barrier to her residence. 
Here she dwelt not alouo, but in the niidt>t of a 
uumerous retinue, and a splendid court of knights 
and damsels. 

Tlie queen, after her double loss, retired to a con- 
vent, where she was joJTied by tho widow of Bohort, 
for this good king had died of grief, on hearing of 
the death of his brother Ban. His two sons, Lionel 
and Bohort, were rescued by a faithful knight, and 
arrived in the shape of greyliounds at tiie palace of 
the lake, where, having resumed their natural form, 
they were educated along with their cousin Lanncelot. 

Tho fairy, when her pupil had attained tlic age of 
eighteen, conveyed him to the court of Arthur, for . 
tho ]mrpo.su of demanding his admission to the honor ^ 
of knigltthood; and at the Grst appearance of tlie i 
youthful candidate, the graces of his person, which 
were uot inferior to his courage and skill in arms, 
made an instantaneous and indelible impression on < 
the heart of Gueuever, while hcp charms ms])ired i 
him with an equally ardent and constant passion. 
Tho mutual attiiclmicnt of tlieso lovers exerted, < 
from that tune forth, an influeuco over tho whole 
history of Artlmr. For tho sake of Guonovor, 
Launcelot achieved tho comiucst uf Northumberland, j 
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defeated Galleliaul, King of the Marches, who after- 
wards became his most faithful friend and ally, ex- 
posed liimsclf ill iiumborloss oucoimters, and brought 
hosts of prisoners to the feet of his sovervign. 



SIR LAtTNCELOT. 

Alter King Artlitir was come from Borne into 
England, all tlie knights of tlio Table Round resort- 
ed unto liim, and made liim many justs and touiiia- 
meiits. And in especial Sir Lauiicelot of tlie Luke, 
in all tournaments and jiists and deeds of arms, botli 
f»r life and death, passed all other knights, and was 
never overcome, except it were by treason or en- 
chantment; and lie increased marvellously in wor- 
ship, wherefore Queen Gueuever Iiad him in great 
favor, above all other knights. And for certain lie 
loved the queen t^ain above all other ladies ; and 
for her he did many deeds of arms, and saved her 
from peril, through liis noble cbivaby. Thus Sir 
Iinuncelot rested him long with play and game, and 
then ho thought to prove himself in strange adven- 
tures; GO he bade his nephew. Sir Lionel, to make 
him ready, — "for we two will seek adventures," 
So they mounted on their horses, armed at all sights, 
and rode into a forest, and so into a deep ]Jain. 
And the weather Vas hot about noon, and Sir Lauu- 
celot liad great desire to sleep. Then Sir Lionel 
espied a great apple-tree that stood by a hedge, and 
be said : " Urotbcr, yonder is a fair shadow, — there 
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may wc rest us and oUr lioi'ses." *'It is well said," 
replied Sir LauiiCL'lot. So they tlicre allglitod, and 
Sir Laiiitcelot laid him dowii, and his helm under 
liis head, and soon was asleep passing fast. Aiid 
Sir Lionel waked while ho slept. And presontly 
there came three knights riding as fast as ever they 
might rido, and tliuro followed thorn but one kniglit. 
Aud Sir Lionel thought ho never saw so great a 
knight before. So within a while this great knight 
overtook one of those knights, and smote Iilra so 
that ho fell to the earth. Then he rode to the 
second knight and smote him, and so be did to the 
third knight. Then he alighted down, and hound 
all the three knighte fast with their own bridles. 
When Sir Lionel saw him do thus, he thouglit to 
assay him, and mado him ready silently, not to 
awako Sir Launcelot, and rode after the strong 
knight, and bade him turn. And the other smote 
Sir Lionel so liard, that horse and man fell to the 
earth ; and thou he alighted down, and bound Hit 
Lionel, and threw him across his own horse ; and so 
he served tliem all four, and rode with them away to 
his own castle. And when ho camo thore, he put 
them in a docp prison, in which wore many more 
knights in groat distress. 

Now while Sir Launcelot lay under the applo-tree 
sleeping, there came by him four queens of great 
estate. And that the lioat should not grieve tliem, 
there rode four knightd about them, and bare ft 
cloth of green silk, on four spears, betwixt ihcra 
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and the s»m. And the queens rode on four wliite 
mules, 

Thus as they rode they heard by them a great 
horse grimly neigh. Then they were aware of a 
sleeping knight, that lay all armed under an apjile- 
tree ; and as the queens looked on his faec, ihcy 
knew it was Sir Launcelot. Then tliey hcgan to 
strive for that knight, and each one said she would 
have him for her love. " Wo will not strive," said 
Morgoiie le Fay, that was King Arthur's sister, 
" for I will put an enchantment upon liim, that he 
shall not wake for bLy hours, and we will take liim 
away to nij castle; and titou when he is surdy 
within my hold, I will take the enchantment from 
him, and tlion let him choose which of us he will 
have for his love." So the enchantment was cast 
upon Sir Launcelot. And then they laid him upon 
his shield, and bare him so on horsebiick between 
two knights, and brouglit him unto the castle and 
laid him in a chamber, and at night they sent him 
his supper. 

And on the morning came early those four queens, 
richly diglit, and hade him good morning, and he 
them again. " Sir knight," they said, " thou must 
understand thou art our prisoner; and we know 
thee well, tliat tliou ai-t Sir Launcelot of the Lake, 
King Ban's son, and that tliou art the noblest 
knight living. And wo know well that there can 
IK* lady have thy love but one, and that is Queen 
Guencver; and now thou shall lose her for ever, 
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and she thee; and therefore it bchooveth thee now 
to choose one of us, I am the Queen Morgano le 
Fay, and here is the Queen of North Wales, and the 
Queen of Eastland, and the Queen of the Isles, Now 
chooso one of us which thou wilt have, for if thou 
choose not, in this prison thou shalt die." " This 
is a hard case," said Sir Lanncelot, " that either I 
must die, or else choose one of you; yet had I liever 
to die in this prison with worship, than to have one 
of you for my paramour, for ye be false enchant- 
resses." " Well," said the queens, " is this your 
answer, that yo will refuse us ? " " Yea, on my Ufa 
it is," said Sir Lauucelot. Then thoy departed, 
making great sorrow. 

Tlien at noon camo a damsel unto him with Uis 
dinner, and asked him, " What cheer ? " *' Truly, 
fair damsel," said Sir Lanncelot, "never so ill." 
" .Sir," said she, " if you will be ruled by mc, I will 
help yon out of this distress. If ye will promise mo 
to help my father on Tuesday next, who liath made 
a tournament betwixt him and the king of North 
Wales ; for the last Tuesday my father lost the 
field. *■ Fair maiden," said Sir Lauucelot, " tell 
mo what is your father's name, and then will I givo 
yon an answer," " Sir knight," she siud, " my 
father is King Bi^emagus." "I know him woU,'* 
said Sir Lauucelot, " for a noble king and a good 
knight ; and, by tlie faitli of my body, I will he 
ready to do your father and you service at that 
day." 
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So she departed, and camQ on the next morning 
earljr and found liira ready, and brought him out of 
twelve locks, and brought him to his own liorse, and 
lightly he eaddted him, and so rode forth. 

And on the Tuesday next lie came to a little wood 
where the tournament should be. And there were 
8ca6b1d» and holds, that lords and ladies might look 
on, and give the prize. Then came into tlio field 
the king of North Wales, with eightscore helms, 
and King Bagdcmagus came with fourscore holms. 
And tlien they couched their spears, and came to- 
gether with a great dash, and there were overthrown 
at the first encounter twelve of King Bagdcmagtis's 
party and six of the king of Nortli Wales's ])arty, 
and King Bagdemagus's party had the worse. 

With that came Sir Launcelot of the Lake, and 
thrust in with his spear in the thickest of the press ; 
and lie smote down five knights cro he held his hand ; 
and he smote down the king of North Wales, and 
he brake his Uiigh in that fall. And then the 
knights of the king of North Wales woiild just no 
more ; and so the greo was given to King Bagde- 
magUB. 

And Sir Launcelot rodo forth with King Bagdc- 
magus unto his castle ; and tliere he had passing 
good cheer, both with the king and with his daugh- 
ter. And ou the morn he took his leave, and told 
UiO king he would go and seek his brother, Sir Lio- 
nel, that went from him when he slept. So he de- 
parted, and by udventure he camo to the same forest 
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where lie was tnkou sleeping. And in the highway 
he met a damsel riding on a white palfrey, and they 
saluted each other. " Fair damsel," said Sir Laun- 
celot, " know ye in this country any adventures ? " 
"Sir knight," said the damsel, "here ai-e adven- 
tures near at hand, if thou dnrst pursue them." 
"Why should I not prove adveutures ? " said Sir 
Launcelot, "eiuee for that cause came I liithcr." 
" Sir," said slie, " herehy dwelleth a knight that 
will not be overmatched for any man I know, ox- 
cept tliou overmatch him. His name is Sir Titr- 
quiue, and, as I uiider^itaud, he is a deadly enomy 
of King Artliiu', and he has in his prison good 
knights of Arthur's court thrcoscoro and more, that 
he hath won with his own hands." "Damsel," 
said Launcelot, "I pray you bring me unto Ulis 
knight." So slic told him, " llcrelty, within litis 
mile, is his castle, and by it on tlie left hand is a 
ford for horses to drink of, and ovt-r that ford there 
groweth a fair tree, and on that tree hang many 
shields that good knights wielded aforetime, that 
are now prisoners ; and on the tree hangcth a basin 
of copper and latten, and if thou strike upon that 
basin thou ahalt hear tidings." Aud Sir Launcelot 
dc])arted, and rode as the damsel had shown liim, and 
shortly he came to the ford, and the ti-co where hung 
the shields and the basin. And among the shields 
he saw Sir Lionel's aud Sir Hector's shield, besides 
many others of knights that he knew. 
, Then Sir Launcelot struck on the basin will 
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I bull of liis spear ; and long he did so, but ho saw no 
And at length lie was ware of a great kiuglit 

I that drore a horse bcfuro Iiim, and across the horse 
tliere lay an armed knight houndcn. And as tlicy 
came near, Sir Launcelot thought lie shouhl know 
the captive knight. Tlion Sir Launcelot saw that it 
was Sir Gaheris, Sir Gawain's brother, a knight of 

I the Table Round. " Now, fair knight," said Sir 
Launcelot, " put tliat wounded knight off the horso, 

I and let him rest awhile, and let us two prove our 
Fur, as it is told nic, thou hast done 
great despite and shame unto knights of the Round 

I Table, thorcfoi-e now defend tliee." "If thou ho 
of the Taijlo Round," said Sir Tui-quiue, " I defy 

' theo and all tliy fellowship." " That is overmuch 
said," said Sir Launcelot. 

Then they put their spears in the rests, and came 
tt^ethcr with their horses as fast as they miglit run. 
And each Hmoto the other in tlio middle of ihcir 

I shields, so timt their horses fell under them, and the 
knights were both staggered ; and as soon as tbey 
could clear their horses, they drew out their swords 
and came together eagerly, and each gave the other 
many strong strokes, for neither shield nor harness 

k might witlistand their strokes. So within a while 

I both had grimly wounds, and bled grievously. 

I Then at the last they were breatlilcsa both, and 

I Btoud leauiug upon tlicir swords. " Now, fellow," 

I Eatd Sir Turquine, '^ thou art the stoutest man tliat 
I mot with, and best breatlied ; and so bo it thou 
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be not the kniglit that I hato above all other knights, 
the kiiight that slew my brother, Sir Carados, I will 
gladly accord with thoe ; and for thy loro I will de- 
lirer all the prisoners that I have." 

" What kuight is he that tliou hatest so above I 
others ? " '' TiTily," said Sir Turqulne, " Ms nama 
is Sir Launcelot of the Lake." " 1 am Sir Lannce- 
lot of tJie Lake, King Ban's sou of Beawick, and 
very knight of the Tabic Round; and now I defy 
thoe do thy best." "AJi!" said Sir Turqnii 
" Launcelot, thou art to me the most welcome that ; 
ever was knight ; for wo shall never part till the oiiQ 
of us bo dead." And then they hurtled togotiier 
like two wild bulb, ra^^hing and lashing with their 
swords and shields, so tliat somotlmes they fell, as it i 
were, headlong. Thus they fought two hours and i 
more, till the ground where they fought was all bo- I 
purpled with blood. 

Tlieu at the last Sir Tnrquiue waxed sore faint, 
and gave somewhat aback, and bare his shield full 
low for weariness. That spied Sir Lauucolot, and j 
leapt thou upon him fiercely as a lion, and took him 
by the beaver of his helmet, and drew him down on ■ 
his knees. And he rased off his helm, and smoto { 
liis neck in sunder. 

And Sir Gaheris, when bo saw Sir Turqiiino slaJn, 
said, " Fair lord, I pray you tell mo your name, for \ 
this day I say yo are the best knight in the world, 
for ye have slain this day iu my sight the nugbticst j 
man and the best knight except you that over I ] 
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r saw." " Sir, my name is Sir Laiincolot du Lac, 

that ought to help you of right for King Arthur's 

eakc, and in especial for Sir Gawain's sake, your 

' own dear brother. Now I pray you, that ye go into 

yonder castle, and set free all the prisoners ye find 

there, for I am sure ye shall find there many knights 

of the Table Round, and especially my brother Pir 

Lionel. I pray you greet them all from me, and 

tell them I bid them take there such stuff as they 

find ; and tell my brother to go unto the court and 

abide mc there, for by the feast of Pentecost I think 

to be there ; but at this time I may not stop, for I 

have adventures on baud." So he departed, and Sir 

fJaheris rode into the castle, and took the keys from 

the porter, and hastily opened the prison door and 

lot out all the prisoners. There was Sir Kay, f^ir 

Braudeles, and Sir Galynde, Sir Bryan, and Sir AI- 

^^ yduko, Sir Iloctor do Marys, and Sir Lionel, and 

^^ft many more. And wlieu they saw Sir Gaheris, they 

^^Bftll thanked htm, for they thought, because lie was 

^^Hwounded, that he had slain Sir Tnrqnine. " Not 

^^wo," said Sir Golieris; "it was Sir Launcelot that 

^^Hilew him, right worshipfully ; I saw it with mino 

^Beyes 

^Pb fa 



(eyes." 



Sir Launcelot rode till at nightfall he came to 

I fair castle, and therein he found an old gcntlc- 

' woman, who lodged him with good-will, and there 

he had good cheer for him and his horse. Ajid 

when time was, his host brought him to a fair 

I chamber over the gate to his bod. Then Sir Laun- 
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celot unarmed l]iiu, and set his harness hy him, and I 
vent to bed, and anon lie fell asleep. And soon j 
after, there came one on liorseback and knocked at I 
the gate in great haste ; and -when Sir Launeelot J 
heard this, he arose and looked out of the vindov, 
and SS.V by the moonlight three kniglits riding after I 
that one man, and all three lashed on liim with I 
their swords, and that one knight turned on them | 
knightly again and defended himself. "Truly," 
said Sir Launeelot, " yonder one knight will I help, 
for it is eliame to see threo knights on one." Then I 
ho took his harness and went out at the window b/i 
a sheet down to the four knights ; and he said oloud^ I 
" Turn you knights unto me, and leave your fighting J 
with that knight." Tlien the knights left Sir Kay, I 
for it was ho they were upon, and turned \uito Sir 
Launeelot, and struck many great strokes at Sir 
Launeelot, and assailed him on every side. Then 
Sir Kay addressed him to help Sir Launeelot, but J 
he said, *' Nay, sir, I wilt none of your help ; lot ma 4 
alone witli them." So Sir Kay suffered lura To dol 
his will, and stood one side. And within sis| 
strokes, Sir Launeelot had stricken them down. 

Then they all cried, " Sir knight, we yield usJ 
unto you." "As to that," said Sir Launeelot, "li 
wilt not take your yichling unto mo. If »o be yefl 
will yield you unto Sir Kay the Seneschal, I i 
save your lives, l»ut else not." " Fair knight,"'! 
then they said, " we will do as thou commandeslg 
" Then (sliull yc," said Sir Launeelot, 
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I "Uliiteundaj' next, go unto the court of King Aj- 
Itiiur, and there shall ye yield you unto Queen 
I Gneuever, and say that Sir Kay sent you thither to 
I'bi) her prisoners." "Sir," they said, "it shall be 
I done, by the faith of oiir bodies " ; and then tliey 
I swore, every knight upon his sword. And so Sir 
I Lauiicelot suffered them to depart. 

On the morn Sir Laiincelot rose early and left Sir 
P Kay sleeping ; and Sir Launcelot took Sir Kay's ar- 
mor, and his shield, and armed him, and went to 
the stable and took bis horse, and so he departed. 
Then soon after arose Sir Kay, and missed Sir 
Launcelot. And then he espied that he had taken 
his armor and his horse. " Now, by my faith, I 
know well," said Sir Kay, "that he will grieve 
Lsome of King Arthur's knights, for they will deem 
fthat it is I, and will be bold to meet him. But by 
»ufie of bis armor I am sure I shall ride in peace." 
Then Sir Kay thaidced his host and departed. 

Sir Launcelot rode in a deep forest, and there ho 
low four knights, under an oak, and tliey were of 
BArthur's court. There was Sir Sagramour le Do- 
tims, and Hector do Marys, and Sir Gawain, and 
Bjr Cwaine. As they spied Sir Launcelot, they 
[udgcd by his ojins it bad been Sir Kay. " Now, by 
iny fiiitli," said Sir Sagramour, " I will prove Sir 
Kay's might"; and got his spear in his hand, and 
>nme towards Sir Launcelot. Therewith Sir Laun- 
jclot couched bis epear against him, and smote Sir 
:amour so sore that horse and man fell both to 
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tlie earth. Tlion said Sir Hector, "Now shall y«l 
see what I may do with him.' But he fared worsef 
tliaii Sir Sagrainour, for Sir Lauucflot'B spear wontl 
through his shoulder and hare him from lib horsal 
to the ground. *' By my faith," said Sir Uwaiiie,] 
'^ yonder is a strong knight, and I fear he hath slainl 
Sir Kay, and taken his armor." And therowitli SirJ 
Uwauie took his spear in hand, and rode towardl 
Sir Launcelot; and Sir Launcelot met him on thol 
plain and gavo him Gueh a huflct that he was sta^l 
gerod, and wist not where he was. *Now see II 
well," said Sir Gawain, " that I must encounter J 
with tliat knight." Then ho adjusted his shieId,J 
and took a good spear hi his hand, and Sir Launco-l 
lot knew him well. Then they let run their horBOsfl 
with all their mights, and each knight Emote t 
other in the middle of his shield. But Sir Gawain's 
spear broke, and Sir Laitncelot charged so so: 
him that his horse fell over backward. Then SitM 
Laiuicelot rode away smiling with himself, and liel 
said, **Good luck be with Jiim tliat ma<lo this spear^r 
for never came a better into my hand.' Thou thad 
four knights went each to the other and comfortodfl 
one another. " Wliat say ye to this adventure,'*! 
said Sir Gawain, " that one spear hutli felled us alll 
four ? " "I dare lay my head it is Sir Laimcclot,'*! 
Bald Sir Hector ; " I know it by his riding." 

And Sir Launcelot rude through many strangt 
countries, till by fortune he came to a fair cai^lfl a 
and as he passed beyond the casllo, he thought hffi 



heard two bells ring. And then lie 
a falcon come flying c 
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perceived 
toward a 



high 



elm ; and she had lung hinys* about her feet, and 
she flew unto the elm to take her perch, and tiio 
lunys got entangled in a bough ; and when she 
would have taken her flight, she hmig by the logs 
fast, and Sir Launcclot saw )iow she hung, and he- 
boid the fair falcon entangled, and ho was sorry for 
her. Then came a lady out of the castle and ci-ied 
aloud, "0 LauQcelot, Launcclot, as thou art the 
flower of all knights, help me to get my hawk ; for 
if my hawk Iw lost, my lord will slay me, he is so 
hasty." "What is your lord's name?" said Sir 
Laoucelot. "His name is Sir Phclot, a knight that 
belongeth to the king of North Wales." " Well, 
feir lady, since ye know my name, and require me 
I of knighthood to help you, I will do what I may to 
get your hawk ; and yet in truth I am an ill climber, 
and tho tree is passing high, and few boughs to 
help mo." And therewith Sir Lauiicelot alighted 
and tied bis horse to the tree, and prayed the lady 
J to unarm him. And when be was unarmed, he put 
L off his jerkin, and with might and furco he clomb 
I np to the falcon, and tied the lunys to a rotten 
J hough, and threw the hawk down with it; and the 
I lady got the hawk in her hand. Then suddenly 
tboro came out of the castle her husband all armed, 
and with his naked sword in bis hand, and said, " 
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Knight Lanncolot, now have I got thee as I iirould," 
and stood at tho boll of the tree to ^lay liiin. " Ah, I 
lady ! " sajd Sir Launcelot, " why have ye betrayed J 
iiie ? " " She liath doue," said Sir Phelot, " but as I I 
commanded her; aad therefore there is none other 1 
way but tliiuo hour is come, and thou luUEt die." 
" That were ahamo unto thee," said Sir Launcelot ; I 
" thou an armed knight to tilay a naked man by I 
treason," ."Thou gcttcst none other grace," saidl 
Sir Phelot, " and tiicreforo help thyself if thott I 
canst." " Alas ! " said Sir Launcelot, " that ever m I 
knight should die weaponless ! " And tlierewith .1 
he turned his eyes upward and downward ; aud I 
over liiB head he saw a liig bough leafless, and lid I 
brake it off from tho trunk. And then he camol 
lower, and watched how his own horse stood; audi 
suddenly ho leapt on tlio fnrtlier sido of Ids horsB/l 
from tho knight. Then Sir Pholot lashed at liim J 
eagerly, meaning to have slain him. But Sir Laun-l 
celot put away tho stroke, with tho big hough, ands 
smote Sir Phelot therewith on the side of the hcad^l 
so that he fell down in a swoon to the ground, fl 
Theu Sir Launcelot took his sword out of his hand I 
and struck his head from tlie body. Then said the I 
lady, "Alas! why hast thou slain my husband 7** I 
" 1 am not the cause," said Sir Launcelot, ** foi 
with falsehood ye would have slain me, and now ifej 
is fallen on yonrselves." Thereupon Sir Launcelot 
got all his annor, and |iiit it u[*on him lutstily, foe 
fear of more resort, for tlie knight's casilo was i 
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lifh. Aud as booh as he iiiiglit, be took liis Iiorso 
and departed, aud lliaukcd God bo bad escaped Utut 
adventure. 

And two days liefore the feast of Pentecost, Sir 
LauDCcbt came home ; and the king and all the 
court were passing glud of his coming. AiiA when 
Sir Gawmn, Sir Uwoine, -Sir ^agraipour, and Sir 
Hector de Marys hiw Sir Lamicolot in Sir Kay's 
armor, then tbey wist well it was ho that smote 
tbem down, all with one spear. Then there was 
laughing and merriment among tbem; and from 
time to time came all the knigbts that Sir Turqniue 
I bad prisoners, and they all honored and worshijipcd 
I Sir Latmcclot. Tben Sir Gaheria said, " I saw all 
I tli8 bottlo from tlic beginning to the end," and be 
I told King Arthur all liow it was. Then Sir Kay 
told the king how Sir Launcelot had rescued liim, 
I and how he ^* made the knights yield to me, and not 
I to him." And there they were, ail tlu-eo, and con- 
firmed it all. "And, by my faitli," said Sir Kay, 
" because Sir Launcelot took my harness and left 
tnc his, I rode in peace, and no man would have 
to do with me." 
And 80 at that time Sir Launcelot had the grcat- 
I ost Domc of any knight of the world, and most wus 
I he honored of high and low. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE ADVENTURE OF THE CART. 

It befell in the month of May, Queen Guenever 
called to her knights of the Table Round, and gave 
them warning that early upon the morrow she 
would ride a maying into the woods and fields be- 
side Westminster ; " and I warn you that there be 
none of you but he be well liorscd, and that ye all 
be clothed in green, either silk or cloth ; and I shall 
bring with me ten ladies, and every knight shall 
have a lady behind him, and every knight shall have 
a squire and two yeomen, and all well horsed." So 
they made them ready ; and these were the names 
of the knights : Sir Kay the Seneschal, Sir Agra- 
vaine. Sir Brandiles, Sir Sagramour le Desirus, Sir 
Dodynas le Sauvage, Sir Ozanna, Sir Ladynas, Sir 
Persant of Inde, Sir Ironside, and Sir Pelleas ; and 
these ten knights made them ready, in the freshest 
manner, to ride with the queen. So upon the morn 
they took their horses with the queen, and rode a 
maying in woods and meadows, as it pleased them, 
in great joy and delight Now there was a knight 
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named Maloagaiis, son to King Bradomagus, who 
loved Queen Guenevcr passing; wet!, aiid so liad he 
done long and many yeare. Now this kiiiglit, Sir 
Halcagans, learned the queen's purpose, and that 
she had no men of arms with her but tho ten iiolile 
knights all arrayed in green for uiayiiig; so he pro- 
pared him twenty nieit of arms, and a hundred ar- 
chers, to take captive tho queen and her knights. 

So when the queen had mayed, and all were be- 
decked with herbs, mosses, and flowers in the best 
manner and freshest, right then came out of a wood 
Sir Mftleagans with eightscoTO men well harnessed, 
and bade the queen and her knights yield them pris- 
oners, " Traitor knight," said Queen Guenevcr, 
"what wilt thou do? Wilt thou'ehame thyself? 
Betliink thee how thou art a king's son, and a 
knight of the Table Round, and how thou art about 
to dishonor all kniglithood and thyself." " Bo it as 
it may," said Sir Maleagans, " know you well, mad- 
am, 1 have loved you many a year, and never till 
now could I gel you to sueh advantage as I do now ; 
and therefore I will take you as I find you." Then 
the ton knights of tijc Round Table drew their 
swords, and the other party run at them with their 
qwars, and tho ton knights manfully aI>ode them, 
And smote away their spears. Then they lashed to- 

I gether with swords, till several were smitten to the 
earth. So when tho queen saw her knights thus 
dolefully ojipressed, and needs must he slain at tho 

I lort, then for jjity and son-ow she cried, " Sir Male- 



120 



SIKO AftTBCB Alio BIS KHIOHTB. 



agana, slay not my noblo knights aiul I will go with i 
jou, upon this covenant, that they bo led willi mo | 
whoresoever thou loadest nic." "Madame," Kaid , 
Sfaloagaus, " for yonr sake they shall bo led wilIi 
you into my own castle, if that yo will be rtiled, 
and ride with me." Then Sir Maleagans charged I 
them all that none should depart from the queen, 
for he dreaded lest Sir Launcolot should havo j 
kuowledgo of what had been done. 

Then tho queen privily called mito lier a page of i 
her chamber that was swiftly horsed, to whom she [ 
said, " Go thou when thou seest thy time, and bear J 
this ring unto Sir Laiuicelot, and pray him as he I 
lovcth mc, that he will Bee mo, and rescue mo. And I 
spare not tliy horse," said the queen, "neither for ^ 
water nor for land." So tlio child espied his time, ( 
and lightly ho took his horse vrith the spun, and I 
departed, aa fast as he might. And when Sir Male> I 
agans saw him so floo, he understood that it wtts by I 
tlie queen's commandment for to warn Sir Launco- 1 
lot. Then they that were best horsed chasod him,. I 
and shot at him, but tho child went from them all. I 
Then Sir Malcagaiis said to the qneeu, " Madam, ye I 
are about to betray mc, but I shall arrange for Sir I 
Lauucelot that lie shall not come liglilly at you." 
Then ho rode witii lier and them all to his castle, in I 
uU tlie haste tliat tlicy miglit. And by llie way Sir! 
Malcagans laid in ambuHli tlie heat archers that hol 
had, to wait for Sir Lanncelot. And the child cama I 
to Westminster, and found Sir Launeelot, and tolda 
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his niGSfagc, aiid delivered him tlie queen's ring. 
" Alas ! " said Sir Laimcelot, " iiow am I shamed for 
ever, unless I may rescue that noble hidy." Then 
eagerly lie asked his armor, and put it on him, aud 
mounted his horse and rode as fast as he might ; and 
man say ho took the water at Westmijister Bridge, 
ajid made his horse swim over Tliames unto Lam- 
heth. Then witliin a while lie eame to a wood, 
where was a narrow way ; and there the archers 
were laid iu ambush. And they shot at him, and 
smote his liorse, so that he fell. Then >^!r Launec- 
lot left his horse and went on foot, but there lay so 
many ditches and hedges hetwi.xt the archers and 
him that he might not meddle with tliem. " Alas ! 
for shame," said Sir Launcelot, " that ever one 
knight sliould betray another! but it is an old saw, 
a good man is never in danger, hut when lie is in 
dauger of a coward." Tlieii Sir Launcelot went 
awhile, aud lie was exceedingly cumbered by liis 
armor, his shield, and bis spear, aud all that bo- 
longed to liim. Then by chance tlicro came by him 
s cart tliat came thither to fetch wood. 

Now at Ibis lime carts were little used except for 
carrying offal, and for convoying criminals to execu- 
tion. But Wr Launcelot took no thought of any- 
tliing hut the necessity of haste for the purpose of 
reDCiUDg the queen ; so he demanded of the carter 
tliat he should take him in, and convey him us 
I speedily as possible for a liberal reward. The car- 
Mr consented, and .Sir Lauucelot placed himself iu 
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the cart, and onlj lamented that with much jolting 
he made but littlo progress. Tlicn it happoued Sir 
Gawaiii passed l>y, and seeing an armed knight trav- 
elling in that unusual way, he drew near to see who 
it might be. Then Sir Launcelot told him how the 
qneen had boon carried off, and how, in liastening to 
her rescue, liis horse had been disabled, and he had 
been compelled to avail bimself of the cart rather | 
than give up his entorjjriso. Then Sir Gawain said, 
" Surely it is unworthy of a kniglit to travel in such j 
sort" ; but Sir Launcelot heeded him not. 

At nightfall they ai-rived at a castle, and tho lady J 
thereof came out at the head of her damasls to wel- 
come Sir Gawain. But to admit his companion, 1 
whom she supposed to be a criminal, or at least a j 
prisoner, it pleased her not ; however, to oblige Kir 1 
Gawain, she consented. At supper Sir Launcolot I 
came near being consigned to tho kitchen, and was 1 
only admitted to the lady's table at the earnest soli- 
citation of Sir Gawain. Neither would tho diutisvis J 
prepare a bed for hira. He seized the first he found | 
unoccupied, and was left undisturbed. 

Next morning ho saw from the turrota of the ca»- | 
tie a train accompanying a lady, whom he im^tned I 
to be tlie queen. Sir Gawain thought it might be I 
80, and became equally eager to depart. The lady I 
of tlic castle supplied Sir Launcolot with a horse, and I 
they traversed the j)laiii at full speed. They learned I 
from some travellers whom they met, that there wero j 
two coada which led to the castle of Sir Malcagaiis. 



THE ADVENTDBB 07 TH8 CART, 



123 



Here tliereroro tlic friends separated. Sir Launcc- 
lot found liis way boaet with obstacles, ■wliicli lie en- 
countered Euccessfully, but not vritiioiit much loss 
of time. As evening approached, lie was met by a 
young and sportive darascl, who gayly proposed to 
him a supper at lier castle. Tbo knigbt, who was 

I hungry and weary, accepted tbe offer, tbongli witb 
i»o very good gi-acc. Ho followed the lady to her 
»stle, and cat voraciously of her supper, but was 

Muite impenetrable to all her amorous advances. 

■^Suddenly the scene changed, and he was assailed 
ijiy six furious ruffians, whom lie dealt witli so vig- 

■orously that most of them wore s|>eedily disal))ed, 
when again there was a change, and bo found liim- 
self aloue witli his fair hostess, wlio informed him 
tliat she was none other than liis guai-dian fairy, 

I who had but subjected him to tests of lija courage 

I and fidelity. Tho next day tlio fairy brought him 

I on his road, and before parting gave him a ring, 
which she told him would by its cliangcs of cobii- 
disclose to him all enchantments, and enable him to 

, mlidue them. 

Pir Lauiicelot pursued his journey, without being 

1 much incommoded except by the taunts of travel- 

I Icrs, who all seemed to have learned, by some 
his disgraceful drive in tlio cart. One, 
more insolent than the rest, had the audacity to 
interrupt him during dinner, and even to ri^k a bat- 
tle in support of his pleasantry. Launcclot, after 
t easy victory, ouly dootnud him to be carted in 
I turn. 
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At night ho was received at aiiotlier castle, witli 
great apparent hoi^pitality, but found himself in tlio 
moraing in a dungeon, and loaded witli dmiiis, 
Cont-nltiiig his ring, and finding that this was an 
enchantment, he burst his cliains, seized his armor 
ill spite of tho visionary monsters who attempted to 
defend it, hroko ojjeu tho gates of tho tower, aud 
continued Ins journey. At IcugUi his progress was 
checked hy & wide and rapid torrent, which could 
only bo passed on a narrow bridge, on which a false 
step would prove liis destruction. Lauucelot, lead- 
ing his horse by tho bridle, and making him swim 
by his side, passed over the bridge, and was attacked 
as soon as he reached tho bank, hy a lion and a 
leopard, both of which lie slew, and then, exhausted 
and bleeding, seated himself oit the grass, and en- 
deavored to hind up his wounds, when he was . 
accosted by Brademagiis, tlio father of Maleogans, 
whose castle was then in sight, and at no great dis- 
tance. This king, no less courteous than Ins son 
was haughty and insolent, after complimenting Sir 
Launcelot on Die valor and skill ho had displayed 
in tho perils of the bridge and the wild beasts, , 
offered him his assistance, aud mformed him that | 
tho queen was safe in his caslle, but could only Iw 
rescued by eucoii uteri ng Molcagans. Launcelot 
demaudcd tho battle for tho next day, and accord- 
ingly it took place, at tho foot of tlio tower, and 
under the eyes of tho fair captive. Lauucolot was 
enfeebled by his wound*, and fought not with his 
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usual spirit, and tlie contest for a time was doubt- 
ful ; till Gueuever exclaimed, " Ah, Lauiicelot ! my 
knight, tnily have I been told that thou art no 
longer worthy of me ! " These words instantly re- 
rired the drooping knight ; ho resumed at once his 
usual superiority, and soon laid at his feet his 
haughty adversary. 

He was on the poiut of sacrificing him to his re- 
seutmeut, when Gucnever, moved by the entreaties 
of Brademagus, ordered hira to witliliold the blow, 
and he obeyed. The castle and its prisoners were 
DOW at his disposal. Launcelot hastened to the 
apartment of the queen, threw himself at her feet, 
and was about to kiss her hand, when she ex- 
claimed, "All, Launcelot! why do I see thee 
again, yet feel thee to be no longer worthy of me, 
alter having been disgracefully drawn about tlie 

country in a " She had not time to finish the 

phrase, for her lovor suddenly started from her, and, 
bitterly lamenting that ho had incurred tiie displeas- 
ure of his sovereign lady, rushed out of the castle, 
threw his sword and his shield to tlie right and left, 
rau furiously into the woods, and disappeared. 

It seems that tlie story of the alK)minah!c cart, 
which haunted Launcelot at every step, had reached 
the ears of Sir Kay, who had told it to the queen, as 
a proof that her knight must have been dishonored, 
But Gucnever had full leisure to repent tho haste 
with which she had given credit to the tale. Three 
tlaye elapsed, during wliicli Lauucelot wandered 



126 



KING ARTHUB AND HIS KNIGHTS. 



without knowing where he went, till at last he be- 
gan to reflect that his mistress had doubtless been 
deceived by misrepresentation, and that it was his 
duty to set her right. He therefore returned, com- 
pelled Maleagans to release his prisoners, and, taking 
the road by which they exp^ted the arrival of Sir 
Gawain, had the satisfaction of meeting him the 
next day ; after which the whole company proceeded 
gayly towards Gamelot. 



CHAPTER X. 



THE LADT OP SIIALOTT. 



King Artitub proclaimed a solemn tournament 
to lie held at \Vinelicst«r. Tiie kiiig, not less im- 
patient timii his knights for tliis fegtival, set ofTsomo 
days before to sujxsriutend the preparations, leaving 
the queen witli her court at Camelot. Sir Lauiice- 
lot, under pretence of indisposition, remained behind 
also. His intention was to att-cnd the tonnmmout 
in disguise ; and having communicated his project to 
Gueuever, he mounted his horse, set off without any 
attendant, and, counterfeiting the feebleness of age, 
took the most unfrequented road to Winchester, 
and passed unnoticed as an old knight wlio was 
going to bo a spectator of the s]X)rts, Even Artliur 
and Gawain, who happened to Imhold liim from the 
windows of a castle under which he passed, were the 
dupes of his disguise. But an accident betrayed 
him. His horse Iiappcned to stumble, and Uio hero, 
forgetting for a moment Iiis assumed cliaractcr, re- 
covered the animal wil.h a strength and agility so 
peculiar to himself, that they instantly recognized 
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tho iiiiniitablo Launcelot. Tliey EuSered him, haw- 
ever, to proceed on his joumej without luterruptiou, 
coQViuced that liis extraordinary feate of arms must 
discover him at the approaching festival. 

Ill the evening Laiuicclot was magnificentl/ en- 
tertained as a stranger knight at tho iieiglihortng 
castle of Shalott. The lord of tliis castle had a 
daughter of exquisite beauty, and two sons lately 
received into tho order of knightliood, one of whom 
was at thut time ill in bed, and thereby prevented 
from attending tlio tournament, for which both 
brothers had long made preparations. Launcelot 
offered to attend the other, if ho were permitted to 
borrow the armor of tho invalid, and the lord of 
l^halott, without knowing the uame of his guest, 
being satisfied from his appearance that his son 
could not have a better assistant in arms, most 
thankfully accepted the offer. la the mean tima 
tlie young lady, who had been much struck by the 
first appeai'ance of tho sti'angcr knight, contuiuod to 
survey him with iucrcased attention, Bud, before the 
conclusiou of supper, became so deeply enamored of 
him, lliat, after frequent changes of color, and other 
symptoms which Sir Launcelot could not possibly 
mistake, she was obliged to retire to her chamber, 
and seek relief in tears. Sir Launcelot hastened to 
convey to hor, by means of her brother, tbe infor- , 
mation that his heart was already disjtosod of, but | 
that it would bo his pride and pleasure to act as her 
kniglil at the approaching tournament. Tlie Udy, 
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obliged to bo satisfied with that courtesy, presented 
him her scarf to lie worn at the tournament. 

Launcelot set off" in the morning with the young 
kuight, who, on their approaching Winchester, car- 
ried him to tho castle of a lady, sister to the lord of 
Shalott, by wliom they wore hospitalily entertained. 
The next day they put on their armor, which was 
perfectly plain, and without any derice, as was 
iisual to youths durijig tho first year of knighthood, 
their sliields being only painted red, as some color 
WHS necessary to enable them to be recognized by 
their attendants. Launcelot wore on his crest the 
scarf of the maid of l^lialott, and, thus equipped, 
proceeded to the tournament, where the knights 
were divided into two companies, tho one connnand- 
ed by Sir Galchaut, tho other by King Arthur. 
Having surveyed the combat for a short time from 
witliout tlio lists, and observed that Sir Galehaut's 
par^ began to give way, they joined the press and 
attacked the royal knights, tho young man choosing 
Buch adversaries as were suited to his strength, wlulc 
bis companion selected the principal clmmpioits of 
the Bound Tabic, and successively ovortlirew Ga- 
wain, Bohort, and Lionel. Tho astonishment of tlio 
spectators was extreme, for it was thought that no 
OQO but Launcelot could possess such invinciblo 
forco ; yet the favor on his crest seemed to preclude 
the possibility of hia being thus disguised, for Laun- 
I celot had never been known to wear the badge of 
[ an; but his sovereign la<]y. Xt length f-ir Hector, 
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Launeclot*8 brother, engaged him, and, after a dread* 
fill combat, wounded him dangerously in the head, 
but was himself completely stunned by a blow on 
the helmet, and felled to the ground ; after which 
the conqueror rode ofif at full speed, attended by his 
com})anion. 

They returned to the castle of Shalott, where 
Launcelot was attended with the greatest care by 
the good earl, by his two sons, and, above all, by his 
fair daughter, whose medical skill probably much 
hastened the period of lus recovery. His health 
was almost completely restored, when Sir Hector, 
Sir Bohort, and Sir Lionel, who, after the return of 
the court to Camelot, had undertaken the quest of 
their relation, discovered him walking on the walls 
of the oastlo. Their meeting was very joyful ; they 
jmssinl throe daj^ in the castle amidst constant fes- 
tiviiios, and Inmtored each other on the events of 
the loururtment. Launcelot, though ho began by 
vowing veuginuieo against the author of his wound, 
yet ended by divhiring that he felt rewarded for the 
jv5iiu by the pride ho took in witnessing his brother's 
exiraorvliuary prowess^, lie then dismissed them 
with a nu^S55;^irv> to the queen* promising to follow 
imuuHUaieh\ it Kuuir neeos?^\rv that ho sliould first 
take a formal leave of his kind hosts^ as well as of 
the fair maid of Shalott^ 

The ^^nuvc laaw after T;»inlv attemx^tinsr to detain 
him by l\er t^vnr^ aiuJ A^JioataikKi^ saw him dopdzt 
wiihout KNAving her ^^y ctvHiiid fvu- hooe. 
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It was early summer when tlie tournament took 
place : but some motitlis had passed since Lauiice- 
lot's dopurtiirc, and winter wag now near at hand. 
The healtli and Btrcngtli of the Lady of Shalott had 
gradually sunk, and she felt that ehe could not livo 
ajiart from tlio object of her affections. Siie left tbo 
castle, and, descending to the river's brink, placed 
herself in a boat, which she loosed from its moor- 
ings, and Buffered to bear her down tlio current 
toward Gamelot. 

One morning, as Arthlir and Sir Lionel looked 
from the window of the tower, the walls of wliicli 
were washed by a river, they descried a boat ricldy 
oruamented, and covered with au awning of cloth 
of gold, which appeared to bo floating down the 
etreom witliout any human guidance. It struck the 
shore wliile llicy watched it, and tliey hastened duwn 
to examine it. Beneath the awning they discovered 
the di'ad body of a beautiful woman, in whoso feat^ 
ures .Sir Lionel easily recognized the lovely inaid of 
Shalott, Pursuing their search, lliey discovered a 
purse richly embroidered with gold aud jewels, and 
witliin the purse a letter, which Arthur opened, and 
found addressed to himself and all the knights af 
the Konnd Table, stating that Launcclot of the Lake, 
the most accomplished of knights and most beauti- 
ful of men, hut at the same time the most cruel and 
' Inflexible, had by his rigor produced the dcatli of 
I tbe wretched maiden, whose love was no less invin- 
cible thou his cruelty. The king immediately gave 
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orders for the interment of the lady, with all the 
honors suited to her rank, at the same time explain- 
ing to the knights the history of her affection for 
Launcelot, which moved the compassion and regret 
of all. 



Tennyson has chosen the story of the Lady of 
Shalott for the subject of a poem. The catastrophe 
is told thus : — 



it 



Under tower and balconj, 
Bj garden-wall and gallery, 
A gleaming shape she floated by, 
A corse between the houses high, 

Silent into Camelot. 
Out upon the wharfs thej came, 
Knight and burgher, lord and dame, 
And round the prow they read her name, 

' The Lady of Shalott.' 



" "Who is this ? and what is here 1 
And in the lighted palace near 
Died the sound of royal cheer ; 
And they crossed themselves for fear, 

All the knights at Camelot. 
But Launcelot mused a little space ; 
lie said, * She has a lovely face ; 
God in his mercy lend her grace, 

The Lady of Shalott.' " 



CHAPTER XI. 



QUEEN GUENEVER'S PEHIL. 



It happened at this time that Queon Gnencver 
was thrown into great peril of her lifo. A certain 
squire who was in her iioincdiato ser^■ico, liaving 
some cause of animosity to Sir Gawtun, determined 
to destroy him by poison at a public entertainment. 
Par this purpose he coneealed t!ie poison in an apple 
of fine appearanee, which ho i)laccd on thu top of 
several others, and put the dish before the queen. 
hoping that, as Sir Oawaiii was the kiiiglit of great- 
est dignity, she would present the apple to liim. 
But it happened that a SL-ottish knight of high dis- 
tinction, wlio arrived on that day, was seated next 
to the queen, and to him as a stranger sho presented 
the apple, which ho Iiad no sooner eaten than he 
was seized with dreadful pain, and fell senf^elcss. 
The whole court was of course thrown into confu- 
sion ; the knights rose from tabic, darting looks of 
uidigtiotion at llie wretched queen, whoso tears and 
' 'protestations were unable to remove tlieir suspicions. 
In S])tte of all that could be done the knight died, 
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and nothing remained but to order a mi^ificent 
funeral and monunjout for him, which was done. 

Some time after, 8ir Mador, brother of the mur^ I 
dered kiiiglit, arrived at Arthur's court in quest of 
liim. While huutiug in the forest he by chimce 
came to tlio spot where the monument was erected, 
read the inscription, and returned to court deter- 
mined on immediate and signal Tongeauco. He ■ 
rode into the hall, loudly accused the queen of trea- 
son, and insisted on her being ^von up to punish- 
ment, unless she should lind, by a certain day, a 
knight hardy enough to risk his life iu support of j 
her imiocciice. Arthur, powerful as he was, did 
not dare to deny the appeal, hut was compoUoil, 
with a heavy heart, to accept it, and ilador sternly 
took his departure, leaving the royal couple plunged ' 
in terror and anxiety. 

During all this time Launcelot was absent, and ' 
no one knew where he was. He had Hcd in anger i 
from his fair mistress, upon being rciiroached by her I 
with his passion for the Lady of Shalott, which she ' 
had hastily inferred from his wearing hor scarf at 
the tournament. He took up his abode witli a her- 
mit in the forest, and resolved to think no more of 
the cruel beauty, whose conduct he thought must 
flow from a wish to get rid of him. Yet calm re- 
flection had somewhat cooled his indignation, and 
ho had begun to wish, though hardly able to hope, 
for a rcconciliatiou, when the news of Sir Uador't I 
challenge fortunately reached his cars. Tlic iutol- | 
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ligcnce revived liis spirits, and he began to prepare 
with the utmost cheerfulness for a contest wliicb, if 
successful, would insure him at once the affection 
of his mistress and the gratitude of his sovereign. 

The sad fate of the Lady of Shalott had ero this 
completely acquitted Lauiicolot in tlio queen's mind 
of all suspicion of his fidelity, and she lamented most 
grievonsly her foolish quarrel with him, which now, 
at her time of need, deprived her of licr most efficient 
champion. 

As llie day appohited by Sir Mador was fast ap- 
proaching, it became necessary that she should pro- 
cure a champion for her defence ; and she succes- 
sively adjured Sir Hector, Sir Lionel, Sir Bohort, 
and Sir Gawain to undertake the battle. She fell 
on her knees before them, called Heaven to witness 
her imiocencc of the crime alleged against her, but 
va& sternly answered by all that they could not light 
to maintmn the innocence of one whose act, aud the 
filial consequences of it, tliey had seen with their 
Own eyes. She retired, therefore, dejected and dis- 
I consolate ; but the sight of the fatal pile on which, 
I if guilty, feho was doomed to be burned, exciting her 
I lo fresii effort, she again repaired to Sir Bohort, 
threw herself at his feet, and, pitcously calling on 
him for mercy, fell into a swoon. The brave knight 
was not proof against thia. Ho raised her np, and 
i hastily promised that ho would undertake her cause, 
[ if no other or better champion should present him- 
t self. He then Eummouod his friends, aud told them 
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Ilis resolution ; and as a mortal combat vilh Sir 
Mador was a most fearful enterprise, tlicy agi'ood to 
accompany lum in the morning to the hermitage in 
the forest, where lie proposed to receive absohitioit 
from the hermit, and to make his peace witli Hear- 
en, before he entered the lists. Ab they approached 
the hermitage, tiicy CiKpied a knight riding in the ' 
forest, whom tlicy at once recognized as Sir Lainice- 
lot. Overjoyed at tho meeting, they quickly, in ' 
answer to his questions, confirmed tho news of tho I 
queen's imminent danger, and received his instruc- i 
tions to retiirn to court, to comfort her as well As i 
tliey could, but to say nothing of his intention of 1 
undertaking lior defence, which he meant to do in | 
tho character of an unknown adventurer. 

On their return to the castle tliey found thai mass i 
was finished, and had scarcely time to speak to tlio | 
([ueen before they were siimmoned into the hall to I 
dinner. A general gloom was spread over the coun- 
tenances of all tlio guests. Arthur himself was | 
unable to conceal his dejection, and tlie wnitched 
Guenever, motionless and hathd in tears, sat in | 
trembling expectation of Sir Mador's nppoaranco. 
Nor was it long crc he stalked into tlio hall, and I 
with a Toicc of thunder, rendered mora inipressiTO I 
by the general silence, demanded instant Jnntice on i 
the guilty party. Arthur replied with dignity, tliat I 
little of the day was rot upent, and tliat jwrhniis n | 
champion might yet be fonnd capable of KatJ^fying 
his thirst for battle. Sir Bohort iiow rose from 
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tabic, and, shortly returning in complete amior, re- 
sumed liis place, after receiviiitf the embraces aud 
thanks of the king, who uow hcgaii to resume some 
dogi-ee of confideucc. Sir Mador, growing iiiipa- 
ticut, again reiKjated his dcniiiiciations of vengeance, 
and insisted that the combat should no longer be 
]K>stpoued. 

lu the height of the Jehato there came riding into 
t!io hall a knight mounted on a black steed, and cUd 
in lilaek armor, with his visor down, and lauce in 
hand. "Sir," said the king, "is it your will to 
alight and partake of our cheer?" "Nay, Sir," 
lio ro])lied ; " I come to save a lady's life. The 
qnei;:i hath Ul bestowed her favors, and honored 
nuuiy a knight, tliat in her liour of need she should 
have none to take her part. Thou that darost ac- 
cuse her of treachery stand forth, for to-day shall 
thou need all tliy might." 

Sir llador, tliough surprised, was not appalled by 
the slern chullongo and formidable appearance of 
Ids antagonist, but prepared for the encounter. At 
the first shock both were unhorsed. Tliey then 
drew tlieir swords, and commenced a combat which 
Listed from noon till evening, when Hir Mador, 
whose strength began to fail, was felled to the 
ground hy Launuelot, and compelled to sue for 
morcy. The victor, whoso arm was ah-eady raised 
to terminate the life of his opponent, instantly 
dropped his sword, courteously lifteS up the faint- 
ing J-ir Mador, frankly confessing that he had no 
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before encountered so formidable an enemy. The 
other, with similar courtesy, solemnly renounced all 
further projects of vengeance for his brother's death ; 
and the two knights, now become fast friends, em* 
braced each other with the greatest cordiality. In 
the mean time Arthur, having recognized Sir Laun- 
celot, whose helmet was now unlaced, rushed down 
into the lists, followed by all his knights, to welcome 
and thank his deliverer. Guenever swooned with 
joy, and the place of combat suddenly exhibited a 
scene of the most tumultuous delight. 

The general satisfaction was still further increased 
by the discovery of the real culprit. Having acci- 
dentally incurred some suspicion, he confessed his 
crime, and was publicly punished in the presence of 
Sir Mador. 

The court now returned to the castle, which, with 
the title of " La Joyeuse Garde " bestowed upon 
it in memory of the happy event, was conferred on 
Sir Launcelot by Arthur, as a memorial of his 
gratitude. 



CHAPTER XII. 



TRISTRAM AND ISOUBE. 



I 



Mgliadus was king of Lcouois, or Liouesse, a 
eotmtry famous in the aiiuals of romance, which 
adjoined the kingdom of Cornwall, but has now dis- 
appeared from the map, having been, it is said, over- 
whelmed by tho ocean. Meliadua was married to 
Isabella, sister of Mark, king of Cornwall. A fairy 
fell in love with him, and drew hira away by en- 
chantment while he was engaged in hunting. His 
queen set out in que^t of him, but was taken ill on 
her journey, and died, leaving an infant son, whom, 
from the melancholy circumstances of his birtli, she 
called Tristram. 

Gouveniail, the queen's squire, who had aceom- 
panied her, took charge of the child, and restored 
him to his father, who bad at length hurst the eu- 
chautments of tho fairy, and returned hoiui?. 

HeliaduB, after seven years, married again, and 
the new queen, being jealous of tlie iiifluonco of 
Tristram with his father, laid plots for liia life, 
which were discovered hy Gouverncil, who in con- 



140 



KIKO ARTttCB Jl 



> niS KKI0HT9. 



sequence fled with the boy to the court of the king 
of Franco, where Tristram was kindly received, oiid 
grow up improving in every gallant and kniglilly ac- 
complishment, adding to his skill in arms the arts of j 
musiu and of chess. In purtieular, he dovotod him- 
self to the chab^c and to all woodland sports, so that 
ho liocame tlit^tinguishcd above all other chovalicrs > 
of tho court for his knowledge qf all that relates 
to hunting. No wonder that Belinda, tlio king's 
daughter, fell in love with him; but as he did 
not i-eturn her paasion, site, in a suddon impulse of 
auger, cxcitod her father against liim, and he was 
banished tho kingdom. Tho princess suon repented 
of her act, and in despair destroyed horsiclf, having 
fii-st written a most tender letter to Tristram, send- 
ing him at tho &anto time a l>eautiful and sagacious 
dog, of which she was very fond, desiring him to keep 
it as a memorial of her. lleliadus was now dead, 
and as his queen, Tristram's stepmother, held the 
throne, Oouvernail was afraid to carry his pupU to 
his native country, and took him to Cornwall, to his 
uncle Mark, who gave him a kind reception. 

King Murk resided at tho castlo of Tintudel, al- l 
ready mentioned in tlio history of Ulhcr and Ijfucr- ( 
lie. Tu tbia court Tristram hecaino distinguished 
in all tlie exorcises incumbent on a knight ; uor was 
it long before ho hud an opportuuily of practically I 
employing hb valor and skill. Morauiit, a cele- 
brated champion, brotlier 1o the (juwn of Ireland, 
arrived at tho court, to demand tribulu of Kin^ J 
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Mark. Tlic kniglits of Cornwall are in ill repute, 
in romance, for their cowardice, and tlicy oxiiibited 
it on tills occasion. King Mai-k could find no cham- 
pion who dared to encounter the Irish knight, till 
his MCplicw Tristram, who had not yet received the 
honors of knighthood, craved to be admitted to the 
order, offering at the same time to fight the bat^ 
tie of Cornwall against the Irish champion. King 
Hark assoHted with reluctance ; Tristram received 
tlie accolade, wliich conferred knighthood u])on him ; 
iBmd the place and time were assigned for the eu- 
couotcr. 

Witliout attempting to give tlie details of this fa- 
mous comliat, the fim^t and one of the nio^t glorious 
of Tristram's exploits, wo shall only say that the 
youug knight, though severely wounded, cieft the 
head uf Moraunt, leaving a portion of his swoi-d in 
the wound. Moraunt, half dead with his wound and 
the ditigroce of liis defeat, hastened to liido liimself in 
liis ship, sailed away with all speed for Ireland, and 
'died soon after arriving in hia own coiuilry. 

Tlie kingdom of Cornwall was thus delivered 
tin its tribute. Tristram, weakened by loss of 
ilood, fell senseless. His friends flew to his assist- 
Thcy dressed his wounds, which in general 
licaled readily ; but the lance of Ikloraunt was poi- 
■voned, and one wound which it made yielded to no 
remedies, hut grew worse day by day. The sur- 
geons could do no more. Tristram asked permis- 
rion of liis uncle to depart, aud seek for aid in the 
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kingdom of Loegria (Eagland). With hie consent 
ho embarked, and, after tossing for many days on 
the sea, was driven \iy tlio winds to the coast of Ire- 
land. He landed, full of joy and grstitudo tliat he 
had escaped the peril of the sea ; took his roU*,* and 
l>egaii to play. It was a summer evcoing, and tlie 
king of Ireland and his daughter, the l>eautiful 
Isoudo, wore at a window wiiicli overlooked the aea. 
The strange tiariwr was sent for, and conveyed to 
tlio palace, where, finding that he was in Ireland, 
whose champion he had lately slain, he concealed 
his name, and called himself Tramtris. The quecu 
undertook his cure, and by a medicated bath grad- 
ually restored litm to health. His skill in masio 
and in games occasioned Ins being frequently called 
to court, and bo became the instructor of the prin- 
cess Isoude in minstrelsy and poetry, who profited 
so well under his care, tliat she soon had no equal iit 
the kingdom, except her instructor. 

At tliis time a tournament was held, at wliich 
many knights of tlio Round Table, and others, wero 
present. On tlie fin^t day a Saracen prince, named 
PiUaiucdes, obtained the advantage over all. Hiey 
brought him to Uie court, and gave him a feast, at 
wliich Tristram, just n'cororing from liia Tound, 
was present. The fair l!*oiide appeared on tliia oo- 
casiuti in all her eliarms. Palame<lcs oonld not he- 
bold tli«m wiilKHit emotiou, and made no cfRtri to 
conocul hit lore. TriEtntra pcrv«ived it, and Un 
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pttin lie felt from jealousy taught hiin liuw dear tlio 
fair Isoude liad already become to him. 

Kext day the touruameiit was reuewed. Tris^ 
tram, still fcehle from his wound, rose during the 
night, look his anus, and concealed them in a forest 
near the place of the contest, and, after it had be- 
gun, mingled with the combatants. He overthrew 
all that encountered him, in particular Palamedes, 
whom he brought to the ground with a slroko of hia 
lance, and then fought him hand to hand, hearing 
off the prize of the tourney. But his exertions 
caused his wound to reopen; he bled fat;t, and in 
this Bad state, yet in triumph, they bore him to the 
palace. The fair Isoude devoted herself to his re- 
lief with an interest which grew more vivid day by 
day; and her skilful care soon restored him to 
icaltli. 

It happened one day that a damsel of tlio court, 

entering the closet where Tristram's arms were do 

posited, perceived that a part of the sword had been 

broken off. It occurred to her that the missing por^ 

I like that wlneh was left in the skull of 

[orsunt, the Irish champion. She imparted her 

lought to tlio queen, who compared the fragment 

iken from her brother's wound with the sword of 

'ristram. and was satisfied that it was part of tlie 

Mme, and that the weapon of Tristram was that 

which reft her brother's life. .She laid her griefs 

and resentment before the king, who satisfied him- 

iBeir with liis own eyes of the truth of her suspicions. 
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TrisUnm was cited befoi-o tlio wliolo court, auJ ro- | 
]ii'oac]iijd with having dared to piisiicnt himself l>c- 
fore them after liaving slain their kliismait. Ilj 1 
ackuowledgcd tlial he liad fought with Murauut to j 
settle the claim for tribute, and said that it was hy | 
force of winds aud waves alone that he was thrown I 
oil their coast. The queeu demanded vcngetuico for | 
the death of her brotlier ; the fair Isoude trembled | 
uiid grew palo, but a murmur ro^o from all tho I 
assembly that the life of ouo so liaud»omu and so | 
brave should not be taken for such a cause, aud I 
generosity Unally triumplied over rcseiitoieiit iu tho I 
mind of the king. Tristram was dismissed iu I 
safoty, but commanded to leave the kingdom witli- ] 
out delay, and never to return thither under pain [ 
of dcatli. TrislroiQ went back, with restored health, 
to Cornwall. 

King Mark made lus nephew give liim a minuto I 
recital of bis adventures. Tristram told him alt I 
minutely ; hut wlieu ho came to Ejteak of tlio fair J 
Isoude, lie described her charms with a warmth and I 
energy such as none but a lover coidd display. I 
King Mark was fascinated with the description, aud, f 
choosing a favorable time, demanded a boon* of his I 
nephew, who readily graiited it. Tlie king uiwljl 



* " Gnnl Tiutli wM Ihe Trry «>rncr.filnnc uT chivalnr. WhamvrKl 
knii;;hl'* woril wu plodj^cd, (It mnUDrut not how nuhlyj it wm tc 
Tvilccmed M taj prits. Ilcnro Ilia Mnwl ittiliguiMi of dio (oMtl 
ffruutaibj n kntgbt to liii *a|>)iluiiL InMuoc** wiUnot nnnlKr occnf | 
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Fliiin Ewear upon tlio holy reliques that he wouM 
fuhU liis coinmaiidx. Then Mark directed ]iim to 
^1 to Ireland, and ohtaiii for hiui tlio fair Isoudo to 

I be queen of Cornwall. 
Tristram believed it vaa certain death for bim to 
return to Ireland ; and Iww could he act as ainbns- 
Bador for his uncle in such a cause ? Yet, hound 
by his oath, be hesitated not for an instant. He 
only took the precaution to change bis armor. I!e 
embarked for Ireland ; bnt a tempest drove ^jim to 
the coast of England, near Camelot, where King 
Arthur was holding his court, attended by the 
^K knigbts of the Bound Table, and many others, the 
^H most illustrious in the world. 

^V Tristram kept himself unknown. He took part 
in many justs ; be fought many combats, in which 
he covered himself with glory. One day ho saw 
among those recently arrived the king of Ireland, 
^{^tlier of the fair Isoude. Tliis prince, accused of 
1 agahist bisllego soveroign, Arthui-, came to 
Camolut to free himself from the charge. ISlaanor, 
tnio of the most redoubtable warriors of the Round 
Table, was his occuser, and Argius, the king, bad 
tncithcr youthful vigor nor strength to encounter 
He must therefore seek a champion to sns- 



• ahl%rd to do or snlTor Njmcthin);; fj^tntnelr lo his prcjndito. 
B^M ic i) (Kit in rumwira doDo ihnt wo find stich BiDgulnr in^uLiirci of 
n iuilcfiniie pitrniiao The history of ilio timtfi pivsciiiB 
KDttMntlR inuisactluDD Digaally cniliamuting and slwurd." — Scott, 
"r Tritlram. 
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lain his iiuiocence. But the knights of the Round 1 
Tabic wore not at liberty to fight against one aii- 
otlier, unless in a quarrel of their own. Argius 
hoard of tho great renown of the unknown knight ; 
lie aho was witness of his exploits. Ho sought him, J 
and conjured him to adopt his defence, and on hi« I 
oath declared tliat Iio was innocent of tlio crime of * 
which ho was accused. Tristram readil/ consented, 
and made himself known to the king, who on bis 
part promised to reward his exertious, if succeasful, 
with whatever gift ho might ask. 

Tristram fought with Blaanor, and overtlu^w him, I 
and held his life in his power. The fallen warrior! 
called on him to use his right of conqucf^t, and stnktt 1 
tho fatal blow. " God forbid," said Tristram, " Uiat I 
I should tako tho life of so brave a knight I " Hill 
raised him up and restored him to his friends. The I 
judges of tho field decided that tho king of Ireland ' 
was acquitted of the charge against him. and they 
led Tristram in triumph to his tent. King Argius, 
full of gratitude, conjured Tristram to accompany 
him to his kingdom. They deptu-tcd together, and J 
arrived in Ireland ; aud the queen, forgetting herl 
resentment for her brother's death, cxhibitod to thai 
preserver of hor husband's lifeuuthing but gmtitudo f 
and good-will. 

How happy a moment for Isoude, who knew thati 
hor father had promised his deliverer whatever Iwon 
ho might ask ! But tho unhappy Tristram j 
on her with despair, ut the thought of the 
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oatli winch bound him. His magnanimous soul Eub- 
(lued the forco of )iis love. He roYculed the oath 
whicli he had tuken, and with trembling voice de- 
manded the fair Isoudc for his uncle. 

Argins consontcd. and soon all was prepared for 
the departure of Isoude. Brengw^n, her favorite 
maid of honor, was to accompany lier. Ou the day 
of departure the queen took aside tills devoted at- 
tendant, and (old her that she had observed that her 
daughter and Tristram were attached to one an- 
other, and that, to avert tlie bad effects of this iuclt- 
natiou, she had procured from a powerful fairy a 
potent philter (love-draught), wliicli she directed 
Brengwaiu to administer to Isoude and to King 
Mark on the evening of tlieir marriage. 

Isoude and Tristram embarked together. A fo- 
Torable wind lilled the sails, and promised tlicm a 
fortunate voyage. The lovers gazed upon one au- 
otlicr, and could not repress their sighs. Love 
eeemcd to light up all bis fires on tbeir lips, as in 
their hearts. Tlie day was warm ; they suffered 
from thirst, Isoude first complained. Tristram 
descried tho bottle containing the lovc-draught, 
which Brcngwain had boon so imprudent as to leave 
in sight. Ho took it, gave some of it to tbe cbarm- 
ing Isoude, and drank the remainder himself. The 
dog Houdaui licked tbe cup. The ship arrived in 
Cornwall, and Isoudc was married to King Mark. 
Tlio old monarch was delighted wjtli his bride, and 
hia gratitude to Tristram was unbounded. He 
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loaded him witli honors, and made liim chnmlior- 
laiu or his palace, thus giving liim aci:cs8 to tho 
quccu at all tiiiios. 

In tliQ midst of the festivities of the court vliicll 
followed the royal marriage, an unknown minstrel 
one day presented himself, bearing a harp of pecu- 
liar construction. Ho excited the curiosity of King 
Mark by rcfusijjg to play upon it till ho should grant 
hiin a boon. The king having promised to grant 
his rsqncst, the minstrel, who was none other than 
tlie Saraoen kniglit, Sir Palaraedcs, the lover of tho 
Ciir Isoude, sung to the harp a lay, in which ho de- 
manded Isoudc as the promised gift. King Mark 
could not by the laws of kniglitbood withhold tho 
boon. Tlie lady was mounted on her horse, oad 
led away hy her triumphant lover, Tristram, it is 
needless to say, was absent at the time, and did uot 
return until their departure. When he heard what 
had taken place, he seized his rote, and hastened to 
the shore, wlicro Isoudc and her new master bad 
already embarked. Tristram played upon Ids rote, 
and the sound reached the ears of Isoudc, who be- 
came BO deeply affected, tliat ^'ir Talamedcs was in- 
duced to return with her to land, ibat tliey might 
?oo the unkuown musician. Tristram watched his 
oi'iMirtuuity, seized tho lady's boi-so by tho bridle, 
and plunged with her into the forest, tauntingly in< 
furmiiig his rival tlmt " what he had got by Uic liar}) 
ho had lost by the rote." Palamedea pursued, and a 
combat was about to commence, the result uf wlucb 
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must Iklyc hccu fatal to oue or other of these galKiiit 
knights; but Isoude stepped between them, anJ, 
addressing Palamedes, said, " You tell mc tlmt yon 
love mo ; you will not then deny me the rccjuet^t I 
am altout to make ? " '* Lady," ho replied, " I will 
perform your bidding," " Leave, then," said she, 
** this contest, and repair to King Artliur's court, 
and saluto Queen Guenever from mo ; tell her tliat 
there arc in the world but two ladies, herself and I, 
and two lovers, hers and mine ; and come thou not 
ill future in any place where I am." Palaniedes 
burst into tears. " Ah, lady," said he, " I will obey 
you ; but I beseech you that you will not for ever 
steel your heart againnt me." " Palamodes," she 
replied, "may I never taste of joy again if 1 ever 
quit my first love." Palamcdes then went his way. 
The lovers remained a week io concealmcTit, after 
which Tristram restored Isoudo to her husband, ad- 
vising him in future to reward minstrels in some 
otlier way. 

Tho king showed much gratitude to Tristram, iiut 
in tlie bottom of his licart he eherished bitter jeal- 
ousy of him. Olio day Tristram and Isoude were 
alone together in her private chamber. A. base and 
cowardly knight of tho court, named Andret, spied 
them through a keyhole. Tliey sat at a tabic of 
cbesB, but were not attending to the game. Andret 
brought tlic king, having first raised his suspicions, 
and placed him so as to watch their motions. 1'he 
king saw enough to confirm his suspicions, and ho 
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burst into the apartment with his Bword drawn, and 
had nearly slain Tristram before lie was put on bis 
guai-d. But Tristram avoided the blow, drew his 
sword, and drove before him the cowardly monarch, 
chasing him through all the apartments of tlie pal- i 
aco, giving him frequent blows with the flat of liis I 
sword, while lie cned iii T^n to his knights to Bare I 
him. They were not inclined, or did not dare, to 1 
interpose in his helialf. 



A proof of the great popularity of the talc of Sir 
Tristram is tlio fact that the Italian poets, Boiardo 
and Ariosto, have founded upon it tlio idea of tlie 
two enchanted fountains, which produced tlie oppo- 
site effects of love and hatred. Boiardo thus d&- , 
scribes the fountain of hatred : — 

" Fuii wu that ronnuin, Eculplnrod all of gold, 
Wilh slabaaler icmlpmrcd, i^ch biiiI rare ; 
And in ita basin dear ihoa migfit'st bebuM 
The flowerj inaige rtflocteil lre»b nnil ttir. 
Sofce Merlin rrnmod the font, — so Ii.'ge(uls bear, — 
When on Tuir Jaoudo dooted Trislram hr«<rc. 
That the good errant knight, Brriving there. 
Might qiuffoblirion in tbo encbonlcd ware. 
And leave hi« luckleas love, and 'tcajx] liii linjulOH grare. 

" But ne'er the w«rior'« evil fUie kllowed 
Bis >tep< ihiil foantaln'i churiDtd TcrK« to t'oiu, 
Thuu^h r«llc». Kving on *ilvmliir« pnlml, 

Ue travcncd oft tlie liuid luiil oft lliu main." 
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TRlSTILiM AND ISOUDE, CONTISTJED. 



After this afTair Tristram was banished Irom the 
kiugdom, and leoudo shut up in a tower, wliich 
I Etood on the bank of a river. Tristram could not 
' fesolvo to depart without some fui-ther commiuiica- 
I tioti with liis beloved ; so he concealed himself in 
I the forest, till at last lie cnnti'ived to attract ber 
I attention, by means of twigs wliich lio curiously 
peeled, and sent down the stream under her win- 
dow. By this moans many secret interviews were 
obtained. Tristram dwelt in the forest, sustaining 
himself by game, which the dog Houdain ran down 
for him; for this faithful animal was unequalled iu 
the chase, and knew so well his master's wish for 
concealment, that, in the pursuit of his game, ho 
never barked. At length Tristram departed, but 
Ipft lioudaiu with Isoude, as a remembrancer of 
, him. 

Sir Tristram wandered through various countries, 
I tchieving the most perilous enterprises, and cover- 
I ing himself with glory, yet unhappy at the sejiara- 
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tioii from hia beloved Isoiide. At length Kin; 
JIark's territory was invaded by a neighboring 
chieftain, and ho was forced to suinmoii his iieijlicw 
to bis aid. Tristram obeyed tho coll, put biiusclf j 
at tliti bead of liis uncle's vassals, and drove the en- 
emy out of the country, Mark was full of gruli- 
tude, and Tristram, restored to favor and to tho 
society of bis beloved Isoude, seemed at tho summit 
of happiness. But a sad reverse was at hand. 

Tristram bad brought witli bim a friend named 
Pheredin, Bon of the king of Brittany. This young i 
kulgbt saw Queen Isoudc, and could not resist bor 
cbarms. Knowing the lovo of liis friend for Iho 
queen, and that that love was returned, Pliercdiu 
concealed liis own, until bis health failed, and bo 
feared be was drawing near bis end. He tlicii 
wrote to tlie beautiful queen that ho was dying for | 
love of ber. 

The gentle Isoudo, in a moment of pity for tliO I 
friend of Tristram, returned bim an answer so kind i 
and compassionate that it restored bim to life. X I 
few days afterwards Tristram found this letter. 
The most terriblo jealousy took possession of bis ( 
soul ; be would bave slain Pherodiu, who with difli- | 
culty made bis escape. Then Tristram mounted 
bis horse, and rode to the forest, where for ten days 
bo took no rt^st nor food. At length lie was foujid [ 
by a damsel lying almost dead by the brink of a I 
fountain. Slio recognized him, and tried in vain to | 
rou^o Ids attention. At las-t, recollecting bis lovo 
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for music, she Trent and got her liarp, and played 
1)101*6011. Tristram was roused from Ills rovcrie ; 
I tears flowed ; he breathed more freely ; ho took the 
harp from tlm maiden, aud suug this lay, with a 
Toico broken with sobs. 

" Sweet I sang in former days, 
Kind lovo perfected my Inys ; 
Kuw my art alone disjilnya 
The woe that on my being preys. 

"Charming lore, delicious powtrr, 
Worahipiied from roy eurliesi lionr. 
Thou wbo lifi: on all dost eliDiTer, 
Xove 1 mj life ihou dose devour. 



I beg of ihcfl. 



"Indirath'sh 

Isoudo, dua 

Thou who orat couldRi kinder Iw, 

When 1 'm gone, forget not mc. 

" Oa my gmveslono pnawrs-by 
Ofl will read, aa low I lie, 
' Nerrr wight in love ronld vie 
With Triitnun, yet she tel him die." 



Tristram, having finished his lay, wrote it off and 
gave it to the damsel, conjuring Iicr to present it to 
the qiiccn. 

Meanwhile Queen Isoudc was mconsolable at the 
[ aliseneo of Tristram. She discovered that it was 
I caused by the fatal letter which she had written to 
I Pheredin. Innocent, bnt in despair at the sad ef- 
I fect8 of her letter, she wrote another to Pheredin, 
I charging lihn never to sec her again. The nii- 
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happy lover olwycd tliis cruel decree. He jiliiii^d ' 
iato tlio forest, aiid died of grief and love in a 1 
mit's cell. 

Isoudo pftsscd lier days in lamenting the absence J 
and uuluiowu fato of Tristram. One day her jeal- 
ous husband, having entered her chamber unpop- j 
ccivcd, overheard lior siuging tho following lay : - 

" M^ voire lo pilcoiu wnil b boat, 
Mj harp la notes of kiiguiihment ; 
Ah, love 1 ileli^htcome dayi bo mouit 
foe happier wigbu, wiUi hcuts contonl 

" Ah, TriKtrnm t fnr Kmv from mc, 
Art thou from resttvu anpuili trve t 
Ah I ruiililsl tbon vo ouo moment be, 
From hiT who no nmcii lovcili tliae 1 " 



T!ie king, hearing these words, burst foiih in a i 
rage ; but Isoudo was too wretched to fear liis vio- 
lence. " Ton have lieard me," she said ; " I confess ' 
It all. I love Tristram, and always shall lovc him. 
^VIthout dotibt he is dead, and died for me. I no 
longer wish to live. Tlio blow that shall iinisli my I 
misery will bo most welcome." 

The king was moved at tho distress of the Rtir I 
Isoude, and pcrliaps the idea of Tristram's death | 
tended lo nilay his wrutli. ITc left the queen in I 
cliargo of lior women, commanding tlieiii to talco I 
especial care lest her despair should load her to f 
do harm to lienelf. 

Tristram meanwhile, distracted aa lie was, i 
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dered a most important service to tlio slicplicrds by 
slajnng a gigantic robber named TauUap, wbo was 
in tlio habit of plundering Ibcir flocks and rifling 
their cottages. The shepherds, in their gratittido 
to Tristram, boro him in triiimjib to King Mark to 
have him bestow on him a snitflblo roward. No 
wonder Mark failed to recognize in the lialf-clad, 
wild man before him his nephew Tristram ; but 
grateful for tlio service tho unknown liad rendered, 
he ordered him to be well taken care of, and gave 
hiin in cliarge to the qneen and her women. Under 
such care Tristram mpidly recovered his serenity 
and his hcallh, so that the romancer tells us he he- 
came handsomer than ever. King Mark's jealousy 
revived with Tristram's health and good looks, and, 
iu spile of his debt of gralitudo so lately increased, 
he again banished him from the court. 

SirTristram left Cornwall, and proceeded into tho 
land of Loegria (England) in quest of adventures. 
One day be entered a wide forest. The sound of a 
little bell showed him that some inhabitant was 
iiear. Ho followed tlio sound, and found a hermit, 
who informed him that he was in the forest of Ar- 
lumteit, belonging to the fairy Vivianc, the Lady of 
tho LakQ, who, smitten witli love for King Arthur, 
had found meaus to entice him to this forest, where 
by enchantments she held him a prisoner, Iiaviiig 
deprived him of all memory of who and wliat ho 
was. Tlio liemiit informed him that all tlie kni^hls 
of tho Round Tablo were out in search of the kin'-. 
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and lliat lio (Tristram) was now in llio sccno of Uie 
most grand aud important advcntureB. 

This was euougli to animate Tristram in tha 
search. Ho had not wondered far before he eu- 
conntercd a knight of Artliur's court, who proTod 
to he Sir Kay the Seneschal, who demanded of him 
whence lie came. Tristram answering, " From Corn- 
wall," Sir Kay did not let slip the opportxinity of a 
joke at tlio expense of the Cornish kiiiglit. Tris- 
tram choso to Icavo him in his error, and even con- 
fumed him ill it ; for, meeting some otlicr knights, 
Tristram declined to just with them. Tlicy spent 
llie night togetlier at an abiwy, where Tristram sub- 
mitted patiently to all their jokes. The Seneschal 
gave the word to his companions, that they should 
Bct out early next day, and intercept the Cornish 
knight on his way, and enjoy tlio amusement of seo- 
iiig his fright when they should hisist on running a 
tilt wiUi Iiim. Tristram next morning found him- 
self alone ; he put on his armor, and set out to con- 
tinue his quest. Ho soon saw before liim the Sen- 
cschal and the tlirco knights, wlio barred tlie way, 
and insisted on a just. Tristram e,\cnBed himself 
a long time ; at lost he reluctantly took his stand. 
IJo encountered them, one aftt-r the other, and over- 
throw tlicm all four, man and horse, and then rodo 
olT, bidding them not to forget their friend, tlio 
knight of Cornwall. 

Tristram Iiad not ridden far when he mot a 
who cried out, " Ah, my lord ! hasten foi 
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and preveut a horrid treason ! " Tristram flew to 
lier assistance, and soon rcacliod a spot wliero ho 
hoheld a knight, whom tliree others had borne to 
the ground, and were unlacing his hohnet in order 
to ciit ofT liis head. 

Tristram flew to tho rescue, and slew with one 
stroke of liis laiico one of the assailants. The 
knight, recovering his feet, sacrificed another to liis 
Tongeance, and the third made hia escape. Tlio res- 
cued knight then raised tlio visor of his helmet, and 
a long white beard fell down upon his breast. Tho 
majesty and venerable air of tliis knight made Tris>- 
tram snspect that it was none other than Arthur 
liimeolf, and the prince confirmed his conjecture. 
Tristram would have knelt before him, but jVrtlmr 
received him i» hia arms, and iiiqiiircd his name 
and country ; hut Tristram declined to discloso 
thorn, on tlie [ilea that he was now on a quest ra- 
quiriug secrecy. At this moment the damsel who 
had brought Tristram to the rescue darted forward, 
and, seizing the king's hand, drew from his finger a 
ring, the gift of the fuiry, and by that act dissolved 
the enchantment. Arthur, having recovered bis 
reason and his memory, offored to Tristram to at- 
tach liini to Ins court, and to confer honors and dig- 
nities upon him; but Tristram declined all, and 
' only consented to accompany him till he .should see 
him safe in the hands of bis knights. 8oon after, 
Iloctor de ITarys rode up, and salutfid the king, 
vrho on his part introduced him to Tristram ns one 
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of the bravest of his knights. TriGtram look leave I 
of tlio king and his faithful follower, and coutiuued i 
his quest. 

We cannot follow Tristram through all the ad- 
ventures whieli filled this epoch of his history. Suf- 
fice it to say, he fulfilled on all occasions tlie duty 
of a true knight, rescuing the oppressed, redressing 
wrongs, abolishing evil customs, and suppressing 
injustice, thus by constant action endearoring to 
lighten the pains of absence from her bo loved. lu 
the mean time Isoiidc, separated fi-oin lier dear Tri»- j 
tram, passed her days in languor and regret. At ^ 
length she could no longer resist the desire to hear 
some news of her lover. She wrote a letter, and 
sent it by one of her damscU, nioco of ber faithful 
Brengwain. One day Tristram, weary witii his ex- 
ertions, had dismounted and laid himself down by 
the side of a fountain and fallen asleep. The dam- 
sel of Queen Isoude arrived at the eanio fountain, 
and ixicognized Passebreul, the horse of Tristram, J 
and presently perceived his master, asleep. Ho was I 
thin and pale, showing evident nmi'ks of tlic pain | 
he suifercd iu sojwiration from his beloved. She I 
awaked Inm, and gave him the letter wlijch sbo j 
bore, and Tristram enjoyed tbo pleasure, so sweot I 
to a lover, of bearing from and talking about llio I 
object of his affections. Ho prayed tlie damsel to | 
postpone her return till alYcr tlie magnificuut tour- | 
uamcnt which Artliur had proclaimed sliuuld bavo J 
taken place, and conducted her to tlie castle of Per- I 
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sides, a bravo and loyal knight, wlio received lier 
with great consideration. 

Tristram conducted the datnBcI of Queen Isoude 
to the tournament, and liad her placed in the linl- 
couy among the ladies of the queen. He then 
joiDcd the tourney. Nothing could exceed lils 
strength and valor. Launcelot admired him, and 
by a secret presentiment declined to dispute the 
honor of the day vith a knight so gallant and so 
ekilfu]. Arthur descended from the balcony to 
greet the conqueror ; but the modest and devoted 
Tristram, content with liaving l>orne off tlie prize in 
the sight of the mesticnger of Isoudc, made liiii es- 
cape with lier, and disapjieared. 

Tlio next day the tourney recommenced. Tris- 
tram lusumod difToront armor, tliat he miglit not bo 
known ; but he waa eoou deleeted by the terriblo 
blows tliat he gave. Arthur and Guonevor liad no 
doubt tliat it was ttie same knight who hud borne 
oflF tlio prize of tiie day before. Arthur's gallant 
i^rit was roused. After Launcelot of the Lake and 
Sir Gawain, he was accounted the 1>cst knight of the 
Round Taldo. He went privately and anned him- 
self, and came into the tourney in undistinguished 
armor. Ho ran a just vrith Tristram, wliom lie 
shook hi his seat ; but Tristram, who did not know 
Jiim, threw him out of the saddle. Artlmr rceuv- 
erod himself, and, content with liaviug made proof 
of the Btrangcr knight, bade Launcelot finisli tlio 
adventure, and vindicate the honor of the Round 
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Tablo. sir Launcclot, at the bidding of the monr 1 
arch, Bss^uled Tristmm, wliosc lauco was already 
broken ia former cncomitors. But the law of this 
Bort of combat was, that tbo kuiglit, after haviug 
broken Iiis lance, must fight with his sword, and 
must not refuse to meet with his ehield the lance of 
liis antagonist. Tristram mot Lauiicelot's charge 
upon his shield, which that terrible lance could not 
fail to pierco. It in^cted a wound upou Tristram's 
Bido, and, breaking, left the iron in the wound. But 
Tristram also with his sword smote so vigorously ou 
Lauiicclot's casque that he cleft it, and wounded hia 
head. The wound was not deep, but the blood 
flowed into his eyes, and blinded him for a moment, 
and Tristram, who thought liimself mortally wound- 
ed, retired from the field. Lauiicelot declared to 
the king that he had never received such a blow iu 
his life before. 

Tristram hastened to Gouvernail, his squire, who 
drew fortli the iron, bound up the wound, and gave 
him immediate ease. Tristram, after the tounia- 
mcnt, kept retired in his tent, but Arthur, witli the 
consent of all the knights of the Round Table, de- 
creed him the honors of the second day. But it was 
no longer a secret that the victor of the two days waa 
the same individual, and Gouvernail, being ques- 
tioned, confirmed the suspicions of Launoclol aud 
Arthur, that it was no other than Sir Tristram of 
Leonais, the uophew of tUo king of CornwalL 

King Arthur, wlio desired U> rcwiinl Ms (Ii*tiii- 
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guished valor, and knew that his uncle Mark had 
ungratefully banished him, would have eagerly 
availed himself of the opportunity to attach Tristram 
to his court, — all the knights of the Round Table 
declaring with acclamation that it would be impos- 
sible to find a more worthy companion. But Tris- 
tram had already departed in search of adventures, 
and the damsel of Queen Isoude returned to her 
mistress. 
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SIR TIUSTRAirS BATTLE WITH SIR LAUNCELOTi 



Silt Tristbam rode throtigh a forest, and saw tenJ 
mcti figUttii^, and one man did battle against nluo. F 
80 he rode to the knights and cried to them, biddiugfl 
them cease their battle, for they did themsolvesTl 
great shame, so many knights to liglit against one.r 
Then answered the master of the knights (his uamn 
was Sir Breuse sans Pitie, who was at that time tin 
most villanous knight living) : " Sir kuight, whati 
have ye to do to meddle with us* If yo ho wiso,l 
depart on your way as you conic, for this knighfl 
shall not escajK) us." "That were pity," said Sit 
Tristram, " tliatso good a knight should bo slaiu 8 
cowardly; therefore 1 warn you I will succor bin 
with all my puissance." 

Then Sir Tristram alighted off his horse, bocauM 
they wore on foot, that they should not elay htS 
horse. And he smote on tlie right hand and on tliH 
left 80 vigorously, that well-iiijrii at every strokd 
he struck dowa a knight. At last they fled, « 
Crcubo sans Pitie, into tlio tower, and shut 8ir Tri* 
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tram without tlio gato. Then Sir Tristram returned 
back to the rescued knight, and found him sitting 
xuider a tree, soro wouudcd. "Fair kuight," said 
lie, " how is it with you ? " " Sir knight," said Sir 
Palamedes, for he it was, '' I tliank you of your great 
goodness, for ye have rescued mo from deatli." 
*' What is your name ? " said Sir Tristram. He 
said, "My name is Sir Palamedes." "Sayycao?" 
said Sir Tristram ; " now know that thou art the 
man in tlio world that I most hate ; therefore make 
thee ready, for I will do battle with thee." " ^Tiat 
is your name ? " said Sir Palamedes. " My name 
is Sir Tristram, your mortal enemy." " It paay be 
80," said Sir Palamedes ; *' but you have done over- 
mucli for me this day, that I should fight with yuu. 
ir, it will be no honor for you to have to do 
for you are fresh and I am wounded. 
ire, if you will needs have to do with me, 
assign me a day, and I shall meet you without fail." 
" You say well," said Sir Tristram ; " now I assign 
you to meet me in the meadow by the river of Cara- 
elot, where Merlin set the monument." So they 
were agreed. Then they departed, and took their 
ways diverse. Sir Tristram passed through a great 
forest into a plain, till lie came to a priory, aud there 
he reposed him with a good man six days. 

Then departed Sir Tristram, and rode straight 
into Camelot to tho monument of McrUn, and there 
lie looked about him for Sir Palamedes. And ho 
perceived a seemly knight, who camo riding against 
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liiin all ill white, witli a covered shield. Wlien In 
camo 3iigli, Sir Tristram said aloud, *' Welcomej 
Bir knight, and well and truly have you kept youj 
jironiise." Then tlicy made ready tlieir sliiclds 
Bpears, and camo together with all the might of their 
horses, so fiercely, that botli the horses and the 
knights fell to the earth. And as soon as they 
might, they quitted their horses, and struck togeth- 
er with hright swords as men of might, and eai 
wounded tlio other wonderfully sore, so that the 
Wood ran out upon the grass. Thus tliey fought 
for tiio space of four hours, and never one would 
speak to the other one word. Tlicu at last spaki 
the white knight, and said, " Sir, thou fightcst 
dcrful well, as ever I saw knight; therefore, if il 
please you, toll rae your name." " Wiy dost thi 
ask my namo ? " said Sir Tristram ; " art thou w 
Sir Palamedes ? " *' No, fair knight," said he, 
am Hir Launcolot of tlio Lake." " Alas ! " said Si 
Tristi-am, ** what have I done ? for you aro tlio tni 
of the world that I lova best." " Pair knight. 
Sir Lauucclot, " tell mo your name." " Truly, 
Biiid he, *' my name is Sir Tristram do LiouDSO. 
" Alas ! alas ! " said Sir Launcolot, *' what advoi 
tui-o lias hofallen mo ! " And therewith Sir Lam 
colot kiiet'lcd down, and yielded him up lib nrord; 
and Sir Tristram knoelod down, and yieldod 
liis sword; and bo cither gave other the degree. Am 
then they both went to tho stone, and vat tlicm doi 
ujiou it, and took otf their helms, and each kh 
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the other a hundred times. And then anon they 
rode toward Camelot, and on the way tliey met with 
Sir Gawain and Sir Galieris, that liad luudc promise 
to Artluir never to come again lo the court till 
they had brouglit Sir Tristram with them. 

"Return again," said Sir Laimcelot, "for your 
quest is done ; for I have met with Sir Tristram. 
Lo, Iiere he is in liis own person." Tlien was Sir 
Gawain glad, and said to Sir Tristram, " Ye are 
welcome." With this came King Artlmr, and when 
lie wist there was Sir Tristram, he ran unto him, 
and took him I>y the hand, and ^aid, " Sir Tristram, 
ye are as welcome as any kidght that ever came to 
this court." Then Sir Tristram told the king how 
he came thither for to liavc had to do with Sir Pala- 
medGs,and how he had rescued him from SirUreuse 
sans Pitie and the nine knights. Then King Arthur 
took Sir Tristram by tlie hand, and went to the 
Table Round, and Queen Guonever came, and many 
ladies with her, and all the ladies said with one 
voice, "Welcome, Sir Tristram." ""Welcome," 
said the knights. "Welcome," said Artlmr, "for 
one of the best of knights, and tlie gentlest of the 
world, and the man of most worsliip ; for of all man- 
ner of hunting thou bcarest the prize, and of all 
measures of blowing tliou art the beginning, and of 
all the terms of hiuiting and hawking ye are tho iii- 
Tentor, and of all instnunents of music ye are the 
best skilled ; therefore, gentle knight," said Arthur, 
"ye are welcome to this court." And then King jVi- 
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tilur made Sir Tristram knight of the Table Bound 
with great noblej and feasting as can be thought. 

SIB TRISTRAM AS A SPORTSMAN. 

Tristram is often alluded to by the Bomancers as 
the great authority and model in all matters relat- 
ing to the chase. In the Faery Queene, Tristram, 
in answer to the inquiries of Sir Calidore, informs 
him of his name and parentage, and concludes : — 

** All which mj days 1 hare not lewd! j spent, 
Kor spilt the blossom of my tender years 
In idlesso ; bat, as was convenient, 
Have trained been with many noble feres 
In gentle thcwes, and such like seemly leers ; * 
'Mongst which my most delight hath always been 
To hunt the salvage chace, amongst my peers, 
Of all that rangcth in the forest green, 

Of which none is to me unknown that yet was seen. 

" Ne is there hawk which mantleth on her perch. 
Whether high towering or accosting low, 
But I the measure of her flight do search, 
And all her prey, and all her diet know. 
Such be our joys, which in these forests grow." 

* FereSf companions ; thtwes, labors ; leers, learning. 
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The famous enclianter, Merlin, liad exerted all liis 
skill iu fabricating Uio Kouud Table. Of the scats 
which surrounded it he had constructed thirtMii, in 
memory of tho tliirtecu Apostles. Twelve of llieso 
seats only could bo occupied, and tliey only by 
kuiglits of tho highest fame ; tho tliirteeuth repre- 
seuted the scat of tho traitor Judas. It remained 
altrays empty. It was called tlie perilous seal, over 
sioce a rash and haughty Saraceu kniglit had dared 
to place himself in it, when the earth opened and 
swallowed him up. 

A magic power KTOto upon each seat the name of 
the knight who was entitled to sit iu it. No one 
could succeed to a vacant seat unless he surpassed 
iu Talor and glorious deeds the knight vho had oc- 
cupied it before him ; witliout this qualification ho 
vould be violently repelled by a hidden force. 
Thus proof was made of all tliosc who presented 
themselves to replace any compauions of the order 
< who had fallen. 
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One of tlio principal scats, that of Morount of Ire- 
laad, had been vacant ten years, and his name still 
remained over it ever sinco tlie time when that dis- 
tinguished champion fell beneath the sword of Sir i 
Tristram. Arlhtir now took Tristram by tho hand 
and led liim to that scat. Immediately the most 
melodious sounds were heard, and exquisite per- 
fumes filled tho place ; the name of Morauut disop- < 
j»eared, and that of Tristram blazed forth in light ! 
The rare modesty of Tristram liad now to be sub- i 
jected to a severe task ; for tho clerks charged with 
tho duty of preserving the annals of Uie Kound J 
Table attended, and he was required by the law of \ 
his order to declare what feats of arms he had ac-^ I 
compUshcd to entitle him to take that seat. Tliis f 
ceremony being ended, Tristram received tho con- 
gratulations of all his companions. 8ir Launcelot | 
and Gucnever took the occasion to speak to him of I 
the fair Isoudo, and to express their wish that 5ome [ 
happy chance might bring her to the kingdom of | 
Loegria. 

While Tristram was thus honored and caressed at 1 
tho court of King Arthur, the most gloomy and mo- j 
ligtiant jealousy harassed the soul of Mark. Ho j 
could not look upon Isoude without remembering | 
tliat sho loved Tristram, and tho good fortune of his I 
nophew goaded him to thoughts of vengeance. Ho ' 
at last resolved to go disguisod into the kingdom af 
Loegria, attack Tristram by stealth, and put him to 
death. ITe took with him two knights, brought up i 
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in his court, who lie thought were devoted to liira ; 
and, not willing to louTO Isoudo behind, named two 
of her naaidcns to attend her, together with her 
faithful Brcngwaiu, and made them accompany 
him. 

Ha^'ing arrired in the noighhorhood of Camelot, 
Mark imparted his plan to las tvo knights, hut thej 
rejected it with horror; nay, more, tliey declared 
that they would no longer remain iu his service ; 
and left liim, giving him reason to suppose that they 
should repair to the court to accuse him before Ar- 
thur. It was necessary for Mark to meet and rebut 
their accusation ; so, lea^ig Isoude in an abbey, he 
pursued liia way alone to Camelot, 

Mark had not ridden far when ho encountered a 
party of knights of Arthur's court, and would have 
avoided them, for ho knew their habit of chailen- 
giog to a just every stranger knight whom they met. 
But it was too late. They had seen his armor, and 
recognized him as a Coruisli knight, and at once re- 
solved to have some sport with him. It happened 
they had with them Daguenet, King Arthur's fool, 
who, though deformed and weak of body, was not 
Touting in ' courage. The knights as Mark aj)- 
proachcd laid their plan that l^aguenet should jKr- 
souato Sir Lauucelot of the Lake, and challenge the 
Cornish knight. They equipped him in armor be- 
longing to one of tlieir number who was ill, and scut 
him forward to tlie cross-road to defy the strange 
knight. Mark, who saw Uiat his antagonist was by 
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no means formidable in appearance, was not ilis- I 
inclined to the combat; bat wlien the dwarf rodt> I 
towards tiim, calling out that he was Sir Latuicclot I 
of the Lake, his fears prevailed, he put spurs to hia I 
liorse, and rode away at full speed, pursued by the I 
shouts and laughter of the party. 

Meanwhile Isoudc, romaiiiing at the abbey with J 
her faithful Brengwain, found her only amui 
in walking occasionally in a forest adjoining the ab- J 
bey. There, on the brink of a fountain girdled with ^ 
trees, she thought of her love, and sometimes joined ] 
her voice and her harp in lays reviving the memory J 
of its pains or pleasures. One day the caitiff knight, 
Breuse the Pitiless, heard her voice, concealed him- 1 
self, and drew near. She sang : — 

" Sweet silence, thndowT' bower, and verdant litir, 
Yu a>nn id; Iroablcd epirit to refiosc, 
Whilst t. naeh dear remembnuice ritva llien, 
Awokfu CV017 cdio with mj woes. 

" VTilliin IhMO woods, bf aMuro'i hsad arrajed, 

A fouatiuD ■priagi, and fivd< s ihmmuid Bowen ; 
Ah I how Ttij gronu do all il> ninnnnrs aid I 
llaw mj ud eyes do iwoll it with their abowen t 

" What dolb my knight the while ! la him a given 
A doabie meed ; in loie uid arms' emprite. 
Him the Itoond Table elcTntc« to heavea ! 
IMstnuut fth mo I bohcan not boode's rriea." 

Breuse tho Pitiless, wlio like most other cutif&J 
had folt Ihe weight of Tristram's arm, and hate 
him accordingly, at hearing his name breathed fort 
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by the beautiful GongstrcsE, impelled by a double 
iinpulw, ruslied forth from liia conccalnieiit and 
laid hands on his victim. Isoude fainted, aud 
Bfongwain filled tlio air with her shrieks. Breuso 
carriud Isoude to llie jilace where he had left his 
horse ; hut the aiiimal had got away from his bridle, 
and was at some distance. Ho was obliged to lay 
dowu his fair burden, and go in pursuit of liis 
horse. Just then a knight eamo up, drawn by tlie 
cries of Brongwain, and demanded the cause of her 
distress. She could not speak, but pointed to licr 
miatrcBs lying insensible on tlie ground. 

Ereuse had by this time returned, and the cries 
of Brengwain, renewed at seeing him, suQiciently 
showed tlio stranger the cause of tlie distress, Tris- 
tram spurred his horse towards Breuse, who, not un- 
prepared, ran to the encounter. Brouso was un- 
horsed, and lay motionless, pretending to be dead ; 
hut when the stranger knigiit left liiui to atteiul to 
tho distressed damsels, he mounted his horse, and 
made his escape. 

The knight now approached Isoude, gently raised 
her head, drew aside tho gohlen hair wliicli covered 
her countenance, gazed thereon for an instant, 
uttered a cry, and fell back hisonsiblc. Brengwain 
came; licr cares soon restored her mistress to life, 
and they then turned their attention to tlie fallen 
warrior. They raised his visor, aud discovered the 
countenance of Sir Tristram. Isoude tlirew herself 
on tlio body of her lover, aud bedewed his face witli 
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her tears. Their warmth revived the knight, and I 
Tristrara, ou awaking, foiuid himself in the arms of I 
his dear Isoiide. 

It was the law of the Hound Table, that each ' 
kuight after liis admission slioiild pass the next ten 
dafs in quest of adventures, during which tliuc his 
companions might meet him in disguised armor and 
try their strength with him. Tristram had now 
been out seven days, and in that time liad encoun- 
tered many of the best knights of the Itouud Table, 
and acquitted himself with honor. During the re- 
maining three days, Isoudo remained at the ablwy, 
under his protection, and then set out with her j 
maidens, escorted by Sir Tristram, to rejoin Kiug I 
Mark at the court of Camelot. 

This liappy joxinioy was cue of the brightest 
epochs in the hves of Tristram and Isoudu. He 
celebrated it by a lay upon the harp in a peculiar 
measure, to wldch the French give tiic name of 
Triolet. 

" With flur Imado, nnd nitli lo»p. 
Ah I bow gwoot the life 1 Icail I 
llow blcBt for ever thus to rove. 
With fBir Isoode, and with lore I 
Aa sho wi][i, I lire and more, 
And doudlcsi daja to iljt}* (uococl : 
Willi fair laoode, and witli Iotp, 
All I bow t-weet the lift' I li<nd I 



"Joumeyiiig on from hrv'ak of ilny, 
Feol jion not fnligiKNt, my fur* 
Ton gTC«n tnrf inritvi to plajr ; 
Jourarjfing on tWun ditj u» iUy, 
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Ah I lot na to that ihade avra,r, 
Were i[ bal to ■lumber them I 
JottmevinB on from break of day, 
Feel Tou not fatiguiMl, my fiiir?" 

They arrived at Camclot, where Sir Lauiicelot re- 
ccircd them most cordially, Isoude was introduced 
to King Arthur aod Queen Giieiiever, who wel- 
comed her as a sister. As Kiug Mark was held in 
arrest under tlie accusation of the two Cornish 
knights. Queen Isouda could not rejoin her husband, 
and Sir Launcolot placed his castle of La Joyeuse 
Garde at the disposal of his friends, wlio there took 
up tlicir al}odc. 

King Mark, who found himself obliged to confess 
the truth of the charge against him, or to clear him- 
self by combat with his accusers, preferred the for- 
mer, and King Arthur, as his crime had not been 
perpetrated, renuttod the penalty, only enjoining 
upon him, under pain of liis signal displeasure, to 
lay aside all thoughts of vengeance against his 
nephew. In the presence of the king and his court, 
all parties were formally reconciled ; Mark and his 
queen departed for their home, and Tristram re- 
mained at Arthur's court. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



SIR PALAMEBES. 



Whtle Sir TriBtram and tlic fair Isoudc abode yet i 
at La Joyeuse Gardo, Sir Tristram rodo forth one 1 
day, without armor, having no weapon but his fipcar 
and his Bword. And as he rode he came to & place 
where he saw two knights in battle, and one of them 
had gotten the better, and the other lay overthrown. 
The kniglit who had the better was Sir Palamodcs. 
Wlieii Sir Palamcdes knew Sir Tristram, he cried 
out, " Sir Tristram, now we be met, and ero wo do- J 
l>art we will redress our old wrongs." "As forj 
that," said Sir Tristram, " there never yet ■ 
Christian man that might make his boast that la 
ever fled from him, and thou that art a Saraceit'l 
shalt never say that of me." And therewith Sir- 
Tristram made Ids horse to run, and with all hlsl 
might came straight upon Sir Palamedes, and hrokol 
his spear upon him. Then he drew his sword and] 
struck at Sir Palamedes six great strokes, ii|K>n hisi 
lielm. Sir Palamedes saw that Sir Tristram had! 
not his armor on, and he marvelled at his rashnussfl 
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and his groat folly ; and said to himself, " If I meet 
and slay Iiim, I am shamed wheresoever I go." 
Then Sir Tristram cried out and said, " Thou cow- 
ard knight, why wilt thou not do battle with me ? for 
have tliou no doubt I shall endnro all thy nialiee," 
" All, iSir Tristram ! " said Sir Palamedes, " thou 
knowest I may not fight with thee for shame ; for 
thou art here naked, and I am ai-med ; now I re- 
quire that tliou answer me a question that I shall 
ask jou." " Tell me what it is," said Sir Tristram. 
"I put the case," said Sir Palamodes, "that you 
■were woU armed, and I naked as ye be ; what would 
you do to me now, by your true knighthood ? " 
" Ah ! " said Sir Tristram, " now I understand thee 
well, Sir Palamcdes; and, as God mo bless, what I 
shall say shall not be said for fear that I have of 
thee. But if it were so, thou shouMest depart from 
me, for 1 would not have to do with thee." *' No 
more will I with thcc," said Sir Palamcdes, " and 
therefore ride forth on thy way." " As for that, I 
may choose," said Sir Tristram, "either to ride or 
!fl abide. But, Sir Palamedes, I marvel at one 
thing, — that thou art so good a Iqiight, yet that thou 
irilt not be christened." "As for that," said Sir 
Palamedes, " I may not yet bo christened, for a vow 
which 1 made many years ago ; yet in my heart I bc- 
liflvo in our Saviour and his mild mother, Mary ; but 
I have yet one battle to do, and when that is done 
1 will bo christened, with a good will," " By my 
bead," said Sir Tristram, "as for that one battle, 
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thou slmlt seek it no longer ; for yonder is a kDigbt, ^ 
whom you liave smitten down. Now Lelp me to bo 
clothed in his armor, and I will soon fulfil thy 
TOW." "As ye will," said Pir Palamcdcs, "so 
shall it be." So they redo hotli unto that knight 
that sat on a bank ; and Sir Tristram saluted bim, 
and he full weakly saluted him i^in. " Sir," 
said Sir Tristram, " I pray you to lend me your 
whole armor ; for I am unarmed, and I must do bat- 
tle with this knight." " Sir," said the hurt knight, 
" you shall have it, with a right good will," Then 
Sir Tristram unarmed Sir Galleron, for that was the ' 
name of the hurt knight, and ho as well as he could i 
helped to arm Sir Tristram. Then Sir Tristram ' 
mounted upon his own horse, and in bis hand he I 
took Sir Galleron's spear. Thereupon Sir Pala- 
medes was ready, and so they came hurling to- I 
gother, and each smote the other in the midst of 
their shields. Sir Palamedes' spear broke, aud Sir 
Tristram smote down the horse. Then Sir Palor- 
medes leapt from bis horse, and drew out his sword. 
That saw Sir Tristram, and therewith he alighted 
and tied his horse to a tree. Then tlicy came to- 
gether as two wild beasts, lashing the one on the 
other, and so fought more than two hours ; and often J 
Sir Tristram smote such strokes at Sir Palamedes J 
that he made him to kneel, and Sir Palamedes I 
broke away Sir Tristram's shield, and wounded j 
liim. Then Sir Tristram was wroth out of mow- j 
ure, and ho rushed to Sir Palamedes and wounded I 
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him passing sore through tlie shoulder, and by for- 
tiino smote Sir Palamedes' sword out of his hand. 
And if Sir Palamedes had stooped for lila sword, Sir 
TriHtram had slain him. Then Sir Palamedes stood 
and beheld bis sword with a full sorrowful heart, 
*' Now," said Sir Tristram, " I have thee at a. van- 
tage, as thou hadst me to-day ; but it shall never be 
said, in court, or among good knights, that Sir Tris- 
tram did slay any knight that was weaponless; 
therefore take thou tby sword, and let us fight this 
battle to the end." Then spoke Sir Palamcdee to 
Sir Tristram : " I have no wish to fight this battle 
any more. The offcuce that I have done unto you 
is not BO great but that, if it please you, we may be 
friends. All that I have offended is for the love of 
the queen, La Bello Isoude, and I dare maintain 
that she is peerless among ladies ; and for that of- 
fence yo have given me many grievous and sad 
BtrokoB, and some I have pven you again. Wliere- 
fore I require you, my lord Sir Tristram, forgive me 
all that I have offended yon, and this day have me 
nnto the next church ; and first I will be clean 
confessed, and after that see you that I be truly 
baptized, and then wo will ride together unto the 
court of my lord. King Arthur, so that we may bo 
tliero at the feast of Pentecost." " Now take your 
horse," said'Sir Tristram, "and as you have said, 
so filisll it be done." So they took their horses, and 
8ir Galleron rode with them. T\nien they came to 
church of Carlisle, the bishop commanded to fill 
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a great tcsboI with vater ; and when he had haUl 
lavod it, ho then confiissed Sir Polomodcs cloan, audi 
christened him, and Sir Tristram and Sir Galteroufl 
wero his godfathers. Then soon after they de- 
parted, and rode towards Camelot, where the nobla 
King Arthur aiid Queen Gueiiever wore keeping i 
court royal. And the king and all tlio court were J 
glad tliat Sir Falainedes was cliristcued. Thcu Sir J 
Tristram returned again to La Joycuse Garde, audi 
Sir PalaraeJes went his way. 

Not long after these events Sir Gawain retiimod I 
from Brittany, and related to King Arthur tlie ad-f 
venture which befell him In the foi-est of Krociliandej ] 
how Merlin had there spoken to him, and Pnjolncd'J 
him to charge the king to go without delay ujwuT 
t!ie quest of the IToIy Greal. While King Arthur 
deliberated, Tristram determined to enter upon the 
quest, and tho more readily, as it was well known to 
him that this holy adventure would, if achieved^ J 
procure him the pardon of all Ms sins. Be imme-f 
diately departed for tlie kingdom of Brittany, hop- 
ing there to obtain from ISIcrliu counsel as to tlis^ 
proper course to pursue to iu!>urc success. 
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SIR thistram. 



; On arriving iu Brittany Tristram found King 
Hoel engaged iu a war with a rebellious vassal, and 
u-d pressed by liis oiienty. His best knights had 
fallen in a luto battle, and he knew not where to 
tarn for assistance. Tristram vohmtocrcd his aid. 
t was accepted ; and ttie army of Hocl, lod by Tris- 
, aud mspircd by his example, gained a com- 
leta victory. Tlio king, penetrated by the most 
Irely BfiiitimoutB of gi'atitude, and having informed 
jself of Tristram's birth, offered him his daughter 
I marriage. The princess was beautiful aud ac- 
complished, and horc tlic same name with the Queen 
of Cornwall ; but tliis oue is designated by the Ro- 
mancers as Isoude of the White Ilauds, to distin- 
guish her from Isoude the Ftiir. 

How can we describe the conflict Uiat agitated 
the heart of Tristram ? He adored the first Isoudo, 
but his loTo for her was hopeless, and not unaccoiu- 
paniod by romorso. Moreover, the sacred quest oa 
iiich he bad now entered demanded of him perfect 
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]itmLy uf llfo. It seemed as if a happy destiny )\ai 
jiroviilL'd fui' liim, iri tlie clianuiiig princess Isoiide of 
the White Hands, the bust security for all his good 
resohitions. This la^t reflection deteruiiucd him 
Tliey wore married, and passed somo mouths ; 
tranquil happiness at tlio court of King Hoel. 
pleasure vhich Tristram felt in his irifo's socto^ 
increased day by day. An inward grace B«M)med t 
stir 'witliin hijn from the moment when ho took t! 
oath to go ou tlie quest of the Holy Orcol ; It seemed 
even to triumph over the power of the tuagic !ot| 
potion. 

The war, which had been quelled for a time, now 
burst out anew. Tristram, as usual, was foremost 
in every danger. Tlio enemy was worsted in buo- 
CGssive conflicts, and at lost shut himself up iu hid 
principal city. Tristram led on the attack of t 
city. As ho mounted a lotldcr to scale the *al 
he was struck on tlic head hy a fragment of r 
which the besieged threw down n]>on In'ui. It hos4 
him to the grotind, where lie lay insensible. 

As soou as ho recovered consciousnosB, ho dej 
inanded to he earned to bis wife. The priucesaj 
skilled in the art of surgery, would not suffer tinjT 
one hut herself to tonch her t>eIoyed husband. Ha 
fair hands bound up his wounds ; Tristram kiss 
them with gratitude, which began to grow into Iov< 
At first tlie demtod cares of Isoudo seemed to met 
witli great success; hut after a while these flattering 
appearances vanished, and, in spite of all her ( 
the malady grew more serious day by day. 
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111 this perplexity, an old squire of Tristram's 
reminded liia master tliat tho princess of Ireland, 
I afterwards queen of Cornwall, had onco cured hiin 
under circumstances qnit« as discouraging. He 
colled Isoude of llie AVliite Hands to liim, told lier 
; of liis former cure, added that he believed tliat Uio 
Queen Isoudc could heal him, and that ho felt sure 
tliat slie would come to his relief, if sent for. 

Isoudo of the White Hands consented that Gesnes, 

, a trusty man and skilful navigator, sliould be sent 

I to Cornwall. Tristram called him, and, giving him 

I a ring, " Take tliis," he said, " to the Queen of 

Cornwall. Tell her that Tristram, near to death, 

demands her aid. If you succeed in bringing lier 

Titli you, place white sails to your vessel on your 

return, that we may know of your success when the 

I Tesscl first heaves in sight. But if Queen Isoude 

refuses, put on black sails ; they will bo the pi-esago 

of my impending deatli." 

G^snes performed his mission Buccessfully. King 

Mark happened to bo abtient from his capital, and 

: tho queen readily consented to return with the bark 

I to Brittany. Gesues clothed his vessel in the whit- 

lest of sails, and sped his way back to Brittany. 

Meantime the wound of Tristram grew more des- 
I pcrato day by day. His strength, quite prostrated, 
jio longer permitted him to V>c carried to the seaside 
Ldaily, as had been \m custom from the first moment 
irlieii it was possible for tho bark to !« on the way 
}lomewftrd. Ho called a young damsel, and gave 
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lior iu clinrgo to keep ■watch In the direction of Corn- 
wiill, and to come and tell Lim tlio color of tlio suila I 
of the first vessel she should sec approaching. 

When Isoudo of the White Hands consented that | 
the queen of Cornwall should be sent for, she Biad 1 
not known all the reasons which sho liad for fearing^ I 
the influeiico which i-cnewed intercourae with that 1 
princess might have on her own bappineas. She J 
had now learned more, and felt the danger more ] 
keenly. She thought, if she could only keep the 
knowledge of the queen's arrival from her husbaud, 
sho might employ in his service any resources which 
her skill could supply, and still avert the dangers 
which she apprehended. When the vessel was seon I 
approaching, with its white sails sparkling in tha J 
sun, the danisel, by command of her mistress, cai*- 1 
ried word to Tristram that the sails were black. 

Tristi-am, penetrated with inexpressible grief, I 
breathed a profound sigh, turned away his faco, and J 
said, " Alas, my beloved ! we shall never see one I 
another again!" Then he commended himself to| 
God, and breatJied his last. 

The death of Tristram was Uio first intelligenca I 
which the queen of Cornwall heard on landUig.f 
She was conducted almost snuseless into thcchao^l 
ber of Tristram, aud expired holding him in herj 
arms. 

Tristram, before his death, had requested that tiiiti 
body should be sent to Cornwall, and that his swordj 
with a letter he had written, iiliould be dellTcrod ta*fl 
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Kiug Mark. Tlio remains of Tristram and Isoude 
Tci-e eiubarkod in a vessel, along with tlie sword, 
vliich was presented to the king of Coruwall. Go 
"was melted with tenderuess when he saw the weapon 
which slew Montunt of Ireland, — which had so often 
saved Wb life, and redeemed the honor of his king- 
dom. In the letter Tristram begged pardon of his 
uncle, and related the story of the amorous draught. 
Hark ordered the lovers to be buried in his own 

I chapel. Prom the tomb of Tristram there sprang 
a vine, which went along the walls, and descended 

' into the grave of the queen. It was cut down three 
times, but each time sprung up again more vigorous 
than before, and this wonderful plant lias ever since 
Bliaded the tombs of Tristram and Isoude. 



Spenser introduces Sir Tristram in his Faery 
Qucenc. In Book VI. Canto ii. Sir Calidore en- 
I counters in the forest a young hunter, whom ho 
tlius describes : — 

" nim BKMuifiisilj ho marked, nad snw to bo 
A goodly yoath of oTniablo gmx, 
Tct bul % BloDdcT «1ij), thai icnrce did lee 
Yet teTBHtoen yeans ; but lall and ttirv of dux. 
That ton he deemed hitn borne uf noble riH'o. 
All in a woodman's jacket he vtu clod 
Of Lincoln gnvae, belayed with stiver lace ; 
And on hi* bead an bood witb ngleU * spnid, 
, And by bii aide bU hanlcr's home he hanging hod. 

* AgltU, points or tag*. 



184 



KINa ABTHUB AND HIS KIHGHTS. 



" Bnakiiu he wore of costliest eofdawayne, 
Finckt apon gold, and paled part per part>* 
As then the gnize was for each gentle swayne 
In his right hand he held a trembling dart. 
Whose fellow he before had sent apart ; 
And in his left he held a sharp bore-speare^ 
With which he wont to knnch tiie salyage htait 
Of many a Ijon, and of many a beaie, 

That first unto his hand in chase did h^>pen neare." 



* Pinch upon gotd^ ^., adorned with golden points, or eyelets, 
and regularly intersected with stripes, Pided^ (in heraldry,) striped. 



CHAPTER XTIII. 



PEHCEVAL. 



I 



The father and two elder brothers of Perceval 
bad fallen in battle or toui'namcuts, and hence, us 
the last hope of his family, his mother retired with 
him into a solitary region, whore he was broiiglit up 
in total ignorance of arms and chivalry. Qo was 
allowed no weapon but "a lyttol Scots spore," 
which was the only thing of all " her lordes fains 
gere" that liis mother carried to the wood with her. 
In the use of tliis ho became so skilful, that he could 
kill with it not only the animals of the chat^o for 
her table, but even birds on tbo wing. At leiigtli, 
however, Pei-ceval was roused to a desire of military 
fenown by seeing in the forest live knights who were 
ximplotc armor. He said to his mother, " Molh- 
ar, what are those yonder ? " " They are augels, 
my son," said she. " By my faith, I will go and 
become an angel with them." And Perceval went 
to tlie road and met them, " Tell me good lad," 
said one of them, "sawest thou a knight pass this 
way cither to-day or yesterday ? " "I know not," 
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said he, " what a knight is." " 8ucli aa one as I " 
am," said the knight. " If thou wilt tell mc what I 
ask thee, I will tell thee what thou askest nie." 
"Gladly will I do so," said Sir Owain, for that was 
the knight's name. " What is this ? " demaDdod J 
Perceval, touchiug the saddle. " It is a saddle," 
said Owain. Then he asked alwiit all the accoutre- I 
mcitts which he saw upon the men and the horsea,.! 
and about the arms, and what they were for, and J 
how they were used. And Sir Owain showed laml 
all those things fully. And Perceval in return gavel 
liim such information as he had. 

Then Perceval returned to his mother, and said 16 1 
her, " Mother, those were not angels, bat hunorablo 1 
knights." Then his mother swooned away. AiidJ 
Perceval went to the place where they kept thai 
horses that carried firewood and provisions for the 1 
castle, and he took a bony, piebald horse, which 1 
seemed to hira ttie strongest of them. And hdl 
pressed a pack into the form of a saddle, and with ff 
twisted twigs ho imitated the trappings which Iiol 
had seen upon the horses. Wlien ho camo again to I 
his mother, the countess had recovered from horl 
swoon. " My son," said she, " dedrest thou to ridsl 
forth?" "Yes, with thy leave," said ho. "O^l 
forward then," she said, "to tiio court of ArthBr,| 
where there arc the best and the noblest and tlidJ 
most bountiful of men, and tell liim thou art Peroo-fl 
val, the son of Pclcnoro, and ask of him to bestow^ 
knighthood on tliee. And whenever tliou scest i 
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cliurcli, repeat tlioro tliy pahir-noster ; and if tliou 
see meat and driok, and host ueed of tliem, tliou 
maycst take tlicm. If tliou hear an outcry of one 
in distress, proceed toward it, especiiUly if it lie the 
cry of a woman, and render Iier what service thoii 
canfit. If tliou see a fair jewel, win it, for thus 
filialt thou acquire fame ; yet freely give it to an- 
otlier, for tlius thou shalt obtain praise. If thou 
see a fair woman, pay court to her, for thus thou 
wilt ohtain love." 

After this discourse Perceval mounted tho horse, 
ani], taking a numiier of sharp-pointed sticks in his 
liand, ho rode forth. And he rode far in the woody 
wilderness without food or drink. At last he came 
to an opening in the wood, where he saw a tent, and 
as he thouglit it might he a church he said his pater- 
noster to it. And he went towards it ; and the door 
of the tent was open. And Perceval dismounted 
and entered the tent. In tlie tent he found a 
maiden sitting, with a golden frontlet on her fore- 
head and a gold ring on )icr hand. And Perceval 
said, " Maiden, I salute you, for my motlicr told me 
whenever I met a lady I must respectfully salute 
ber." Perceiving in one corner of tho tent some 
food, two flasks fidl of wine, and some hoar's-flesh 
roasted, ho said, "My mother told mo, whei-cver I 
saw meat and drink, to take it." Aud he ate greed- 
ily, for he was very huiigi-y. The maiden said, 
*' Sir, thou hadst best go quickly from here, for fcai- 
that my friends should come, and evil should befall 



you." But Perceval said, "My motlier told inQyi 
wheresoever I saw a fair jewel, to take it," and he 
took the gold ring froui her linger, and put it on his 
own ; luid lio gave the luaidcti his owu riug ii 
chaugc for lier's; then he mouutcd bis horse and J 
rode away. 

Perceval journeyed on till he arrived at iVxtliHr's'i 
court. A[id it go happened that just at that time I 
on uncourteoiis knight had offered Queen Gucocver I 
a gross insult. For when hor page was serving tha I 
queen with a golden goblot, this kuight struck tha I 
arm of tlie page and dashed the wine in llio queen's I 
face and over her stomauhcr. Then he said, "If I 
any have boldness to avenge this insult to Gacue-I 
ver, let him follow mo to Uic meadow." So thel 
kuight took his horse and rode to the meadow, caiwl 
rying away the golden goblet. jVnd all the 1)0U9&- M 
hold hung down their heads, and no one offered to J 
follow the kiiiglit to take vengeance upon him. Fori 
it seemed to tliem tliat no one would liave ventured I 
on BO daring an outrage unless he possessed Eachl 
powers, through magic or charms, that nono could f 
be able to punish him. Just then, behold, Perceval 1 
entered the hall iipon tlio bony, piebald boreo, with.l 
his uncouth trappings. In the centra of the baU| 
stood Kay the Seneschal. "Tell mo, tall man," 
said Perceval, " is tliat Arthur yonder i " '• Wliat 1 
wouldst thou with Arthur ! " asked Kay. *< My I 
mother told uie to go to Artiuir and receive knight>J 
hood from him." " By my faith," said ho, " lliot 
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art all too moanljr equipped ^itli liorsc and with 
arms." Thcu all tlic houscliold began to jeer and 
laugh at him. But there was a certain damsel who 
had been a whole year at Arthur's court, and had 
never been known to Emile. And the king's fool* 
had said that this damsel would not smile till she 
had seen liim who would be the flower of cliivalry. 
Now this damsel camo up to Perceval and told liim, 
Bmiling, that, if ho lived, ho would he one of the 
bravest and best of knights. "TnJy," said Kay, 
" thou art ill taught to remain a year at Artliur's 
court, with choice of society, and smile on no one, 
and now before the face of Arthur and all his 
knights to call such a man as this the flower of 
knighthood " ; and ho gave her a box on the ear, 
that she fell senseless to the ground. Then said 
Kay to Perceval, " Go after the knight wlio went 
hence to the meadow, overtlirow him and recover 
the golden gol'let, and possess thyself of his horso 
and arms, and thou shall have knighthood." " I 
will do so, tall man," said Perceval. So ho turned 
bis horse's head toward the meadow. And when he 
came there, the knight was riding up and down, 
pnrad of his strength and valor and noble mien. 



* A fool wu B common appcnilagv of the court* of thmo days 
wben liiu TomniMi was writim. A fool wu th« onuuncnt hclil in 
I next calimKlk>n u a dn-nif. Ho wore a white drcu with a ^ctloir 
let, and rorrieil a liell or batiile in hit hand. Though called 
ol, hi) wonts were oflvn wclghctl uul rcmoulierod aa if (hero weie 
rl vT oiBciiUr meuiiiig in dicm. 
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"Toll me," said the knight, "didst Uiou see any ] 
one coming after mo from the court?" "Tbo tall 
man that was there," said Perceval, " told mo to 
come and overthrow thee, and to take from tliee tho 
goblet and thy horse and armor for myself." *' S- | 
lence! " said tho knight ; " go back to tlie court, and 
tell Arthur either to come himself, or to Bond Bomo j 
otbor to figbt with me ; and unless he do so qtdckly, 
I will not wait for liim." " By my faith," said Por^ j 
ceval, " choose thou whether it sliall be willingly or 
unwillingly, for I will have the horse and tlin arms j 
and tbe goblet." Upon this the knight ran at bim ' 
furiously, and struck him a violent blow with the 
shaft of his spoar, between tbe neck and the slioul- 
der. " Ha, ha, lad I " said Perceval, " my motlier's 
servants were not used to play with me in this wise ; 
so thus will I play with tbee." And he threw at 
him one of bis sharp-pointed sticks, and it struck 
him ill tho eye, and came out at the bock of bis , 
head, so that he fell down lifeless. 

"Verily," said Sir Owain, the son of Urion, to I 
Kay the Bcnescbal, " thou wast ill advised to send I 
that madman after the knight, for bo must either j 
be overthrown or flee, and either way it will 1 
disgrace to Artbiir and his warriors; tborefore will J 
I go to see what has befallen him." So Sir Owain I 
went to the meadow, and he found PcrcoTal trying 1 
in vain to got the dead knight's armor off, in order I 
to clothe himself witli it. Sir Owain luifastened the I 
armor, and helped Perceval to put it on, oud taught I 
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him liow to put Ilia foot in Uie stirrup, and use the 
spur ; for Porcoval had never used stirnip nor spur, 
but rode wUhout saddle, and urged on bis horse 
irith a stick. Tlien Owain would have had liim i-e- 
tura to the court to receive the praise that was his 
due ; but Perceval said, " I will not come to the 
court till I have encountered the tall man that is 
there, to revenge the injurj he did lo the maiden. 
But take thou the goblet to Queen Gueuever, and 
tell King Arthur that, wherever I am, I will be his 
Tassal, and will do hira what profit and service I 
can." And Sir Owain went back to the court, and 
related all these things to Arthur and Guencver, and 
to all the household. 

And Perceval rode forward. And he came to a 
lake, on the side of which was a fair castle, and on 
the border of the lake ho saw a hoary-headed man 
sitting upon a velvet cushion, and liis attendants 
wore iisliing in the lake. When the hoary-hcaded 
man beheld Perceval approaching, he arose and went 
into the castle. Perceval rode to the castle, and tlie 
door was open, and ho entered the hall. And the 
hoary-headed man received Perceval courteously, 
and asked hira to sit by him on the cushion. When 
time, the tables were set, and they went to 
meat. And when they had finished their meat, tlie 
boary-headed man asked Perceval if he knew how 
to fight with the sword. " I know not," said Perce- 
iTul, "but were I to bo taught, doubtless 1 should." 
d the hoary-headed man said to him, " I am thy 
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uuclo, thy mother's brother ; I am called King Pe- 
clieur." Thou slialt remain with mo a space, in 
order to learn the manners and ciibtoms of different 
countries, and courtesy and noble bearing. And 
this do thou remember. If tliou scest aught to 
cause thy wonder, ask not tha meaning of it ; if no 
one has the courtesy to inform tbcc, the reproach 
will not fall upon thee, but upon me that am thy 
teacher." While Perceval and his uncle discoursed 
togetlier, Perceval beheld two youths enter tlio hall, 
bearing a goMeu cup and a spear of mighty size, 
with blood dropping from its point to the ground. 
And when all the company saw this, they began to 
weep and lament. But for all that, the man did 
not break oS liis discourse with Perceval. And as 
he did not tell him the meaning of what he saw, ho 
forbore to ask him concerning it. Now the cup that 
Perceval saw was the Songreal, and the spear tho 
sacred spcar ; and afterwards King Pechour romovi 
witli those sacred rehcs into a far coimtryi 



One evening Perceval entered a valley, and came 
to a hermit's cell ; and the hermit welcomed him 
gladly, and there he spent the night. And in the 
morning he arose, and when he went forth, behold I 
a shower of snow had fallen in the night, and a hawic. 
had killed a wild-fowl in front of the cell. And tha, 
noise of tlic horse had ecared the hawk »wfty, and 
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ravon alighted on the bird. And Perceval stood and 
compared tlie blackness of the raven and tlio wliite- 
of the snow and the redness of the blood to tlie 
hair of the lady that best he loved, which was black- 
er than jot, and to her ekin, wliich was whiter than 
lj|he snow, and to the two red spots upon )ier cheeks, 
which were redder than the blood upon the snow. 

Now Arthur and his household were in search 
|0f Perceval, and by chance tliey came that way. 
L*' Know ye," said Arthur, " who ia the knight with 

le long spear that stands by tlio brook up yon- 
"dcr ? " " Lord," said one of them, " I will go and 
learn who ho is." So the youth come to the place 
where Perceviil was, and asked him what he did 
thus, and who lie was. But Perceval was so intent 
upon his thought tliat he gave him no answer. 
Then the youth tlirust at Perceval witli his lance ; 
luiil Poroeval turned upon him, and struck him to 

le ground. And when the youth returned to the 
ing, and told liow nidely ho had been treated, Sir 
Kay said, " I will go myself." And when he greet- 
ed Perceval, and got no answer, he spoke to him 
nidely and angrily. Ajid Perceval thrust at Inra 
■with his lance, and cast him down so that he broke 
ia arm and his shoulder-blade. And while ho lay 

us stunned, his horse returned back at a wild and 
icing pace. 

Then said Sir Gawaiu, surnamed the Golden- 
Tongued, because be was the most courteous 

ight hi Arthur's court: "It is not fitting that 
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any should disturb an lioiiorable knight from 1 
tliougbt unadvisedly ; for eitlier ]ie is pondori: 
some damage that he has sustained, or be is think* 
iiig of the lady whom best he loves. If it seem well 
to thee, lord, I will go and see if this knight has 
changed from his thought, and if he has, I will ask 
him courteously to come and visit thee," 

And Perceval was rcstuig on the shaft of 
spear, pondering the same thought, and Sir Gawain 
came to him, and said: " If I thought it would be 
as agreeable to thee as it would be to me, I would 
converse with thee, I have also a ract>sago from 
Arthur unto theo, to pray thee to come and visit 
him. And two men have been before on this er- 
rand." " That is true," said Perceval ; " and uu- 
courteously they came. They attacked me, and I 
was annoyed thereat." Then he told him the 
thought that occupied his mind, and Gawain said, 
" This was not an nngentle thought, and I should 
marvel if it were pleasant for tliee to be drawn from 
it." Then said Perceval, " Tell me, is Sir Kay u 
Arthur's court ? " " He is," said Gawain ; 
truly Iio is the knight who fought with thee last. 
" Verily," said Perceval, " I am not sorry to lia^ 
thus avenged the insult to the smiling maiden. 
Then Perceval told him his name, and said, " WIi 
art thou ? " And he replied, " I am Oawain." 
am right glad to meet theo," said Perceval, " for 
have everywhere heard of thy prowess and uprigrhl 
ness ; and I sohcit thy fellowship." "Thi 
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have it, bj mj faith ; and grant me thine," said he. 
" Gladly will I do so," answered Perceval. 

So thej went together to Arthur, and saluted him. 
" Behold, lord," said Gawain, " him whom thou 
hast sought so long." " Welcome unto thee, chief- 
tain," said Arthur. And hereupon there came the 
queen and her handmaidens, and Perceval saluted 
them. And thej were rejoiced to see him, and bade 
him welcome. And Arthur did him great honor 
and respect, and thej returned towards Gaerleon. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



THE SANGEEAI^ OR HOLY GRAAL. 



The Sangreal was the cup from which our Sav- 
iour drank at his last supper. He was supposed to 
have given it to Joseph of Arimathca, who carried 
it to Europe, together with the spear witli which the 
soldier pierced the Saviour's side. From gencratiou 
to generation, one of tho desccudanta of Joseph of 
Arimathca liad been devoted to the guardianship of 
tljose precious rolics; but on tho sole conditiou of 
leading a life of purity in thought, word, and deed J 
For a long time tlio Sangreal was visible to all pit4 
griins, and its presence conferred blessings upon Ihvl 
land in which it was preserved. But at length one 
of those holy men to whom its guanlianshtp Iiad 
descended, so far forgot the obligation of his socrad. 
office as to look with unhallowed eye upon a yoaam^ 
female pilgrim whoso rolra was accidentally loosenoj 
as she knelt before him. Tlio sacred lance instanl 
ly punished his frailty, Epontaneously falling apt 
him, and inflicting a deep wound. Tho marvellout 
wound could by no means be healed, and tho guoi 
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dian of tho .Sangreal was ever after called " Le Roi 
Pescheur," — the Sinner King. The Hangrcal with- 
drew its visible presence from the crowds who camo 
to worship, and an iron age succeeded to the liappi- 
uess which its presence had diffiised among the tribes 
of Eritaiu. 

We have told in the history of Merlin how that 
great prophet and enchautcr scut a message to King 
Arthur by Sir Gawaan, directing him to undertake 
the recovery of the Sangroal, informing him at tho 
same time that the knight who should accomplish 
that sacred quest was already boni, aiid of a suitOr 
hie age to enter upon it. Sir Gawain delivered his 
message, and the king was anxiously revolving in 
bis mind how best to achieve the enterprise, when, 
at the vigil of Pentecost, all the fellowship of the 
Bound Table being met together at Camelot, as they 
eat at moat, suddenly there was heard a clap of 
thunder, and then a bright light burst forth, and 
every knight, as he looked ou lus fellow, saw liim, 
in seeming, fairer than ever before. All tho hall 
was filled witli sweet odors, and every kuiglit had 
such meat and drink as lie best loved. Then tliere 
entered into the hall tho Holy Graal, covered with 
white samite, so tliat none could see it, and it jiasscd 
through the hall suddenly, and disappeared. Dur- 
ing this time no one spoke a word, but when they 
had recovered breath to speak, King Arthur said, 
" Certainly wo ought greatly to tliauk tho Lord for 
vhat he hath showed ub this day." Then Sir Ga- 
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wain rose np, and made a tow that for twclTBJ 
Dioiitlis and a day lie would sock tho SangreaJ, ftnll 
not return till lie had seen it, if so he might spoedi I 
When they of the llound Table heard 8ir Gawi^ I 
say BO, they arose, the most part of them, and roved I 
the same. Wlieu King Arthur heard tiiis, he wasl 
greatly displeased, for he knew well tJiat they might I 
not gainsay their vows. " Alas ! " said ho to Sir 
Gawain, "you have nigh slain me with the vow ftud 
promise that yc have made, for ye have bereft mo of 
the fairest fellowship that ever were ^en together ift J 
any realm of the world ; for when they shall depaitl 
heuce, I am sure that all shall never meet moru itt| 
this world." 



SIR OALAEAD. 

At that time there entered the hall a good old< 
man, and wttli him he brought a young knight, ani 
these words ha said: "Peace be with you, fair 
lords." Then the old man said unto King Arthur, 
" Sir, I bring you here a young knight tliat is o 
kings' lineage, and of the kindred of Jci»oi>h < 
Arimathea, l)eing tiie son of Dame Elaiuc, 
daughter of King Peltes, king of the foreign cou» 
try." Now tho name of the young knight v 
Oalahad, and he was tho son of Sir Lauucelot t 
Lac ; hut ho had dwelt with his motlter, i 
court of King Pelles, his grandfather, till now 1 
old ouougb to bear arms, and his moUujr I 
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KvDDt liim in the charge of a holy hermit to King 

^Arthur's court. Then Sir Laimcelot beheld his son, 

■•ud had great joy of him. And Sir Bohort told his 

Ifellovs, " Upon my life, this young knight shall 

3 to great worship." The noise was great in all 

(be court, so tliat it came to tlie quuen. And she 

aid, "1 would fain see him, for he must needs bo 

ft Hoblc knight, for so is Ins father." And the queon 

1 her ladies all said that ho resembled much unto 

bis father ; and ho was seemly and demure as a 

Ido^. with all manner of good features, that in the 

f -Whole world men might not find his match. And 

King Arthur said, '^ God make him a good man, 

for beauty faileth him not, as any tliat liveth." 

Then the hermit led the young knight to the 
Siege Perilous ; and he lifted up the cloth, and found 
there letters that said, " This is the seat of .Sir Ga- 
lahad, the good knight" ; and ho made him sit iu 
that seat. And all the knights of the Round Tablo 
marroUod greatly at Sir Galahad, seeing him sit 
securely in that seat, and said, *' This ia he by whom 
Ibe Sangrcal shall bo achieved, for there never sat 
D before in that seat without being mischieved." 
On tho nest day the king said, " Now, at this 
t of the Hangreal shall all yo of the Round Tablo 
lepart, and never shall I see you again altogether ; 
lorefore I will that ye all repair to the meadow of 
taelot, for to just and tourney yet once more bo- 
ye depart." But all the meaning of tho king 
s lo soe Sir Galahad proved. So then were they 
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all assembled in tlie meadow. Tlieii Sir Galatiad, 
hy request of the king and queen, put on his harness 
and his helm, but shield would ho take none for any 
prayer of the king. And the queen was in a tower, 
with all her ladies, to behold that toumamciit.^ 
Then Sir Galahad rode into the midst of the mea<]<l 
ow; and there he began to break spears marvcl-l 
loualy, so that all men had wonder of him, for hel 
surmounted all knights that encountered with lum^ J 
except two, Sir Launcelot and Sir Perceval. Thenl 
the king, at the queen's request, made him to alight^l 
and presented him to the queen ; and she saidjl 
'* Never two men resembled one another more thai 
lio aud Sir Launcelot, and tlicreroro it is no marvel 
tliat he is hko him in prowess." 

Then the king and the queen went to the miih 
ster, and the knights followed them. And after tlioJ 
service was done, they put on their helms and diy-fl 
parted, and there was great sorrow. They rod»S 
through the streets of Camelot, and there was weep* 
ing of the rich and poor ; and the king turned awayj 
and might not speak for weeping. And so they i» 
j«rtod, aud every knight took the way that him b 
liked. 

Sir Oalahad rode forth without shield, and r 
four days, and found no adventure. Aud on tli^ 
fourth day ho came to a white abhwy ; and there h 
was received with great reverence, and led to I 
chamber. Ho met there two knights, King Bands' 
magus and Sir Uwaiue, and they made of him groat 
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tolaco. "Sirs," said Sir Galahad, "what adventure 
trought you hither?" "Sir," said thoy, "it is 
told us that within this place is a shield, which no 
I may hear unless he be worthy ; and if one un- 
wortliy should attempt to bear it, it shall surely do 
liitQ a mischief." Then King Bagdemagus said, 
" I fear not to bear it, and that shall ye see to- 
morrow." 
So on the morrow they arose, and heard mass ; 
•tiien Kiug Bagdemagus asked where the adventur- 
ras shield was. Anon a monk led him behind an 
Utar, where the shield hung, as white as snow ; but 
I tlio midst there was a red cross. Tlieii King 
I Bagdemagus took the shield, and bare it out of the 
1 minster; and he sdd to Sir Galahad, "If it please 
I jrou, abide bore till ye know how I shall speed." 

Then Kiug Bagdemagus and his squire rode forth ; 

[ aad when they had ridden a mile or two, they saw a 

goodly kniglit come towards them, in wliite armor, 

horse and all ; and he came as fast as his horse 

igbt run, witli his spear in tlie rest; and Kiug 

^cmagus directed his spear against him, and 

e it upon the white knight, but tlie other struck 

a hard that ho broke the mails, and thrust him 

jh the right shoulder, for the shield covered 

1 Dot, and so he bare him from his horse. Then 

s whito knight turned liis horse and rode away. 

: tlie squire went to King Bagdemagus, and 
ikcd him whether he were sore wounded or not. 
I Aju sore wounded," said he, " and full hardly 
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Bholl I escape death." Tliea the Equire set him o 
his horse, aud brought Mm to ail abbey; and th«rtfv 
he was taken down softly, and uuarmed, and lud in a 
a bed, and liis wound was looked to, for h« lay tliere I 
long, and hardly escaped witli Ids life. Aud the 
squire brought the shield back to the abbey. 

The next day Sir Gralaliad took tlie eliiold, and . 
within a while he came to tlio hermitage, where had 
met the white knight, and each saluted the otherJ 
courteously. " Sir," said Sir Galahad, " can yoU 
tell me the marvel of the shield ? " " Sir," said the 
white kniglit, " that sliield belonged of old to the 
gentle knight, Joseph of Arimathea ; and when ha I 
came to die, he said, 'Never shall man bear this! 
shield about his neck but ho shall rejieiit it, imtofl 
the time that Sir Oalaliad the good knight bear It^l 
the last of my lineage, the which shiiU do many! 
marvellous deeds.' " And ttieu the whlta knlgbn 
vanished away. 



SIR OAWAIN. 

After Sir Gawain dopartifd, ho rodo many dajs, J 
both toward and forward, and at last lie camo lo tliel 
abbey whore Sir Oalaliad took tho whito shield,] 
And they told Sir Gawain of the marvellous adven*! 
ture that Sir Galahad had done, "Truly," eudi 
Sir Gawain, "I am not happy tliat I took not thai 
way that he went, for, if I may inoet with him, 1 
will not pnrt from him hglilly, that 1 may juirtakaj 
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with liiin all the marveUoiis adventures which bo 
shall achieve." " Sir," said oue of the monks, " ho 
Trill not bo of your fellowship." " Why ? " said Sir 
Oawain. "Sir," said he, "because ye bo sinful, 
aud ho is blissful." Then said the moult, " Sir 
Gawain, thou must do penance for tliy sins." " Sir, 
wliat ponanco shall I do 'i " " Such as 1 will show," 
said the good man. " Nay," said Sir Gawain, " I 
■Vill do no penance, for wc knights adventurous often 
suffer great woe and pain." " Well," said the good 
man ; and ho held bis peaco. And Sir Gavaia 
departed. 

' Now it happened, not long after this, that Sir 
Gawain and Sir Hector rode together, and they 
came to a castle where was a great tournament. 
And Sir Gawain aud Sir Hector joined tbcmsclvea 
■to the party that seemed tlie vieaker, and they drove 
before them the other party. Then suddenly i-ame 
into the lists a knight, bcanng a white shield with a 
lied cross, and by adventure he came by Sir Gawain, 
and ho smote him so hard that be clave his helm 
and wounded his head, so that Sir Gawain fell to 
the earlli. When Sir Hector saw that, he knew that 
the knight with the whito sliicld was Sir Gahibad, 
and he thought it no wisdom to abide bim, and also 
for natural love, that ho was bis uncle. Tbon Sir 
Galahad retired privily, so tliat none knew where 
ho bad gone. And Sir Hector raised up Sir Gawain, 
Mid said, " Sir, mo seemeth your quest is done." 

It is done," said Sir Gawaui ; " 1 shall seek no fur- 
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ther." Then Gawain was borne into the castle, and 
unarmed, and laid in a rich bed, and a leech found 
to search his wound. And Sir Gawain and Sir 
Hector abode together, for Sir Hector would not 
away till Sir Gawain were whole. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE SANGBEAL, CONTLNUED. 



8IH LAONCELOT. 

Sm Lackcelot rode ovcrthwart and endlong in 
R wide forest, and held no path but as wild adventure 
Ud liim. And at last he came to a stone cross. 
Then Sir Launcelot looked round liim, and saw an 
old chapel. So he tied hia horse to a tree, and put 
olfhia shield, and hung it upon a tree ; and then he 
■went unto the chapel, and looked through a place 
where the wall was broken. And within ho saw a 
iair altar, full riclily arrayed with cloth of silk ; and 
there stood a fair candlestick, which bare six great 
candles, and the candlestick was of silver. When 
Sir Launcelot sa,w this sight, he had a great wish to 
enter the chapel, but he could find no place where 
^e might enter. Then was he passing heavy and 
^dismayed. And he returned and came again to his 
Itorso, and took off his saddle and his bridle, and let 
aim pa.<ituro; and unlaced his helm, and ungirded 
■is sword, and laid hiiu down to sleep upon his 

eld before the cross. 
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And as ho lay, half waking and half sleeping, b« I 
saw come by him two pulfroys, both fair and wliihj, 
which bare a litter, on which lay a sick knight. 
And wlien ho was nigh the cross, ho there altoda 1 
Etill. And .Sir Launcelot heard faim say, *^ O swrcet J 
Lord, wlien shall this sorrow leavo me, and when I 
sliall the holy vessel come by mo whereby 1 shall I 
healed ? " And thus a great wliilo complained th^ 
kniglit, and Sir Launcelot heard it. Then Sii 
Launcelot saw the candlestick, with the I 
tapers, come before the cross, but be could sea 1 
nobody that brought it. Also there came a salver 1 
of silver and the holy vessel of the Sangreal ; and I 
therewithal the sick kuigbt sat him upright, and I 
held up both his hands, and said, " Fair, ewcut 1 
Lord, which is here witliia tlie holy vessel, take hoed I 
to me, tliat I may bo whole of this great malady." I 
And therewith, upon liis hands and upon his kimcs, 
he went so nigh that he touched tho holy vessel and 
kissed it. And anon ho was wliole. Then tha holy 
vessel wont into the chapel again, with the candlo- 
slick and the light, so that Sir Launcelot wiet not i 
what became of it. 

Then tho sick knight rose up and kissed the orosa ; I 
and anon his squire brought him his ai-mx, atnl awked I 
bis lord how ho did. " I tliank Ood right heartily," ( 
said he, " for, through itio holy vessel. I am healed. | 
But I have great mai-vel of this sleeping kiiighl, who j 
hiith had neither grace nor power to awake duhog | 
tho time that the holy vessel hath been hero pro*- I 
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cnt" "I dare it right ■well say." said the squire, 
<* that Uiis same kiiiglit h Btaiocd with some maimer 
of deadly sin, ivhereof he was never confessed," So 
they departed. 

Thea anon Sir Lauiicclot waked, and eot himself 
upright, and bethought him of wliat he had seen, 
and whotlier it were droama or not. And ho was 
passing heavy, and wist not what to do. And lie 
Baid : " My sin and my wrotchodness hath bronght 
me into great dislionor. For when I sought worldly 
adventures and worldly desires, I ever achieved 
them, and had the better in every place, and never 
was I discomfited in any quarrel, were it right or 
wrong. And now I take upon me the adventure of 
lioly things, I see and understand that mine old siti 

Iliindcrcith me, so that I had no power to stir nor to 
Epcak when tho holy blood appeared before me." 
So thus ho sorrowed till it was day, and heard tho 
fowls of tho air sing. Then was he somewhat com- 
forted. 
Then he departed from the cross into the forest. 
And there he found a hermitage, and a hermit 
therein, who waa going to mass. 80 when mass 
was done, Sir Launcolot called tho hermit to him, 
ftnd prayed him for charity to hear his confession. 
^ With a good will," said tlie good man. And then 
be told that good man all his life, and how he had 
lored a queen uumeasurably many years. "And 
all my groat deeds of arras that I Iiave done, I did 
part for the queen's sake, and for her sako 
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would I do battle, wcro it right or wrong, and nevor'l 
did I battle all only for God's sake, but for to win 
wopBliip, and to cause me to bo better beloved ; and 
little or naught I thanked Qod for it. I pray you 
counsel me." 

" I will counsel you," said tlie hermit, " if yal 
'will insure me that ye will never come in tlialil 
queen's fellowsliip as much as ye may forbear.** 
And then Sir Launcelot promised the hermit, by hisi 
faith, that he would no more come in her cumpany.r 
" Look that your lieart and your moutli accord," 
said the good man, " and I shall insure you that ya<l 
shall have more worship tliau ever yo had." 

Thou the good man enjoined Sir Launcelot such I 
penance as he might do, and ho assoilcd Sir Laun-J 
celot, aud niiido him abide with him all that day. f 
And Sir Launcelot repented him greatly. 

SIR PERCEVAL. 

Sir Perceval departed, and rode till the hour of I 
noon ; and ho met in a valley about twenty men of J 
arms. And when they saw Sir Perceval, they asked | 
him whence ho was; aud he answered, " Of Uio court I 
of King Arthur." Thou they cried all at once, "Slay'l 
him." But Sir Perceval smote the firol to the eartli, J 
and his horse upon him. Then seven of the kni^lsl 
Kmote upon his shield all at once, aitd the r 
elew Ilia horse, so that ho fell to the earth. So faadJ 
Uiey slain him or taken him, had not Uio goodf 
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knight Plr Galahad, with tho red cross, come tlicro 
hy adventure. Aiid iirheii ho saw all the knights 
-npoa one, he cried out, " Save mo that knight's life." 
Then lie rode toward the twenty men of arms as 
fast as his horso might drive, with his spear in the 
Test, and smote the foremost horso and mau to the 
earth. And when his spear was broken, ho set his 
hand to his sword, and smote on the right hand and 
on the left, that it was marvel to see ; and at every 
stroke he smote down one, or put )iim to rebuke, so 
tiiat they would fight no more, hut fled to a thick 
-forest, and Sir Galahad followed them. And when 
Sir Perceval saw him chase them bo, he made great 
Borrow that his horse was slain. And he wist well 
H was Sir Galahad. Then ho cried aloud, " Ah, 
fair knight, abide, and suffer me to do thanks unto 
thee ; for right well have ye done for me." But Sir 
Galahad rode so fast, tliat at last ho passed out of 
his sight. When Sir Perceval saw that he would 
not turn, he said, " Now am I a very wretch, and 
moet luihappy above all other knights." So in this 
sorrow he abode all that day till it was night; and 
then he was faint, and laid him down and slept till 
midnight ; and then he awaked, and saw before him 
a woman, who said uuto him, " Sir Percoval, what 
dost thon hero?" He answered, "1 do neither 
nor great ill." "If Uiou wilt promise me," 
id she, "that thou wilt fulfil my will when I 
thee, I will lend thee my own horso, which 
bear thee whithfr thou wilt." Sir Perceval 
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was glad of licr proffer, and insured her to fulfil all 1 
her desire. " Tlien abide me here, aod I will go 
fetch yon a horse." Aiid eo she soon came ag^n, 
and brought a horse with her tliat was inky black. 
When Perceval beheld that home, he marvcUcd, it 1 
was so great and so well apparelled. And lie leapt 1 
upon him, and took no heed of himself. And he 
thrust him with his spurs, and within aa hour and 
less ho bare him four days' journey Uionco, until bo 
carao to a rough water, which roared, and his horse 
would have borne him into it. And when Sir Per- | 
ceval came nigh the brim, and Eaw tbe water so J 
boisterous, he doubted to overpass it. And then he % 
made the sign of the cross on bis forehead. When I 
tho fiend felt him so charged, he shook off Sip Per- j 
ccval, and went into the water crying and roaring ; 
and it seemed unto him that the watt>r burned. 
Then .Sir Percaval perceived it was a fiend that 1 
woiUd have brought him unto his perdition. Then I 
he commended liiniself unto God, and jirayed our 1 
Lord to keep him from all such temptations ; and I 
so he prayed all that night till it was day. Theu I 
he saw that ho was in a wild place, that was closed I 
with the sea nigh all about. And .Sir Poroeral I 
looked forth over the sea, and saw a ship come J 
KOiling towards him ; and it came and stood still J 
under the rock. And when Sir Perceval saw this, I 
he hied him thither, and found the !<hip covered J 
with silk; and therein was a lady of great buanty, I 
and clothed so richly that none might be blotter. 
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And when she san- Sir Perceval, sbo saluted him, 
and Sir Perceval returned her aalutatdou. Then he 
asked her of her country and her lineage. Aud sho 
said, *' I am a gentlewoman that am disinherited, 
and was once the richest woman of the world." 
•'Damsel," Buid Sir Perceval, " who hath disinher- 
itedyou? for I have great pity of you." "Sir," said 
fihe, " my enemy is a great and powerful lord, and 
aforetime he made much of me, so that of his favor 
and of my beauty I had a little pride more than I 
ought to have had. Also I said a word that pleased 
him not. So he drove me from his company and 
from mine heritage. Therefore 1 know no good 
kuight nor good man hut I get him on my side if 
I may. Aud, for that 1 know that thou art a good 
blight, I beseech ihce to help me," 

Then Sir Perceval promised her all the help that 
he might, and she thanked htm. 

And at tliat time the weather was hot, aud she 
called to her a gentlewoman, and bade her bring 
forth a pavilion. And she did so, and pitched it 
upon tlio gravel. " Sir," said she, " now may ye 
rest you in this heat of the day." Then he thanked 
her, and she put off his helm and his shield, aud 
10 slept a great while. Then he awoke, aud 
her if she hail any meat, and she said yen, 

id 80 there was set upon the table all manner of 
that he could think on. Also he drank there 
that ever he drank, and therewith 
ft little chafed more than he ought to be. 
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With that ho bclield the lady, and he thought sho I 
was tho fairest creature Uiat ever he saw. And 1 
then Sir Perceval proffered hor love, and prayed I 
her that she would he his. Then she refused liim * 
iu a manner, for the cause he should be the more 
ardent on her, and ever ho ceased not to pray her of 
love. Mid when she saw him well enehafed, thea 
she said, " Sir Perceval, wit you well 1 shall not 
give ye my love, unless you swear from henceforth 
you will be my true servant, and do no thing but 
tliat I shall command you. Will you insure me^ 
this, as ye bo a true knight ? " " Yea," said he, f 
" fair lady, by the faitli of my body." And as ho I 
said this, by adventure and grace, he saw his sword I 
lie on tho ground naked, iu whose pomiuel was a I 
red cross, and the sign of the crucifix thereon. T 
Then he made tho sign of tho cross on his foro- 1 
bead, and therewith the pavilion shrivelled up, &nd % 
changed into a smoke and a black cloud. And the 
damsel cried aloud, and hasted into the sliip, and so 
she went with tho wind roaring and yelling that it 
seemed all the water burned after her, Tbeu Sir J 
Perceval made great sorrow, and cidled himself 1 1 
wretch, saying, " How nigh was I lost ! " Then he | 
took his arms, and departed thcuce. 



CHAPTER XXI. 
THE SASGBEAL, CONTINUED. 
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SIR BOHOBT. 

Wbeh Sir Boliort departed from Camelot he met 
Titb a religious man, riding upon an ass; and Sir 
Boliort saluted him. " What arc ye 'i " said the 
good man. " Sir," said Sir Bohort, " I am a knight 
that fain would be counselled in the quest of the 
Sangrcal," So rode Ihoy both together till they 
came to a licrmitt^o ; and there ho prayed Sir Bo- 
hort to dwell that night with him. So he alighted, 
and put away Ids armor, and prayed him that ho 
might bo confessed. And they went both into the 
chapel, and there ho was clean confessed. And 
they ate bread and drank water together. " Now," 
taid the good man, " I pray thee that thou eat none 
other till thou sit at the table where the Sangreal 
fihall be." " Sir," said Sir Bohort, " but how know 
ye that I shall sit there!" '"Yea," said the good 
man, " that I know well ; but there shall be few of 
your fellows with you." Then said Sir Bohort, " I 
,e thereto." And the good man, when he 
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liail heard his coDfossion, found him in so puro a lifo j 
and so stahle that he nian-elled thereof. 

On the morrow, as soon as the day appeared, 
Sir Bohort departed thenco, and rodo into a forest | 
unto tlie hour of midday. And there ItefelL him a J 
marvellous adventure. For he met, at the parting | 
of two ways, two knights that led Sir Lionel, liis 1 
brother, all naked, hound upon a strong haukiieyi I 
and his hands bound before his bfeost : and each of I 
them hold in his hand thorns wherewith thoy wont I 
beating him, so that ho was all bloody before and I 
behind : but lie said never a word, bnt, bs he i 
groat of heart, lie suffered all that llioy did to him j 
as though he had felt none anguish, t^ir Bohort I 
prepared to rescue liis brother, Bnt he looked on [ 
the other side of him, and saw a blight drag^ng ] 
along a fair gentlewoman, who ciicd out, " Saint i 
Mary ! succor your maid ! " And when ehe saw I 
Sir Bohort, she called to him, and said, "By tbo j 
faith that yo owe to knighthood, help me ! " When 1 
^ir Bohort heard her say thus, he had such sorrow I 
that he wist not what to do. "For if I let my I 
brother be, he must bo slain, and that would I not I 
for all the earth ; and if I help not the maid, I am j 
shamed for ever." Then lift he up his eyes ami I 
said, weeping, " Fair Lord, whose liegeman I am. I 
keep Sir Lionel, my brother, that none of tllcso I 
knights slay liim, and for pity of you, and uor I 
Lady's sake, 1 shall iiuccor tliis maid." 

Then he cried out to the knight, "Sir knight, la;l 
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your hand off that maid, or else yo be hut dead." 

Than the knight set down the maid, and took liis 

shield, and lirew out his sword. And Sir Bohort 

smote him so hard that it went tlirough liis shield 

and haliergeon, on the left shoulder, and he fell 

down to the earth. Then came Sir Bohort to the 

maid, "Ye be delivered of this knight this time." 

L " Now," said she, " I pray you lead mo there where 

I this kuight took nie." " I shall gladly do it," said 

8ir Bohort. So he took the horse of the wounded 

knight, and set the gentlewoman upon it, and 

brought ber there where she deeired to be. And 

there he found twelve knights seeking after her ; 

I Bnd when she told them liow Sir Bohort bad deliv- 

ftred her, they made great joy, and besought him to 

come to her father, a great lord, and he sliould he 

right welcome. " Truly," said Sir Bohort, " that 

may not be; for I have a great adventure to do." 

I 80 he commended them to God and departed. 

Then Sir Bohort rode after Sir Lionel, his brother, 

^y the trace of their horses. Thus ho rode seeking, 

I great while. Then he overtook a man clothed in 

, religious clothing, who said, " Sir knight, what 

Bofc yo ? " " Sir," said Sir Bohort, " I seek my 

■brother, that I saw within a little space beaten of 

Itwo knights." " Ah, Sir Bohort, trouble not tby- 

r to seek for him, for truly ho is dead." Then 

file showed him a new-slain body, lying in a thii'k 

■ basil ; and it seemed him that it was the body of Sir 

Lionel. And then he made such sorrow that he fill 

D the ground in a swoon, and lay there long. And 
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when he came to liimsolf again, he s(ud, " Fair 
brother, since the fellowship of you and me is Bun- 
dered, shall I never have joy again ; and now Uo 
that I have taken for my master, Ho be my help ! " 
And when he had said tlius, ho took up the body in 
his arms, and put it upon the horse. And tlien be 
Gaid to the man, " Canst tbou tell me the way 
to some chapel, where I may bury this bodyi" 
'• Come on," said the man, " hero is one fast by." 
And 80 they rode till tbey saw a fair tower, and be- 
side it a chapel. Tlien tliey aliglited botli, and put 
the body into a tomb of marble. 

Ttiea Sir Bohort commended the good man unto 
Ood, and departed. And he rode all that day, and 
harbored with an old lady. And on the morrow ho 
rode unto the castle in a valley, and there lie met 
with a yeoman. " Tell mo," said Sir Bohort, 
" kuowcBt thou of any adventure?" "Sir," sud 
ho, " liero Bhall be, under this castle, a great and 
marvellous tournament." Then Sir Bohort thought 
to be there, if he might meet with any of the felloir- 
ship that were in quest of the Rangrcal ; so he 
turned to a hermitage that was on tho border of tho 
forest. And when he was come thitlier, ho found 
there Sir Lionel his brotlicr, who sat all armed at 
the entry of tho chapel door. And when Sir Bo- 
hort saw him, lie liad great Joy, and ho alighted off 
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his horse, and said, "Fair 



brother, when came yo i 
Idoncl saw him Im said, 



hither t " As soon ( 

" Ah, Sir Bohort, make ye no false show, for, as for I 

you, I might havo been slain, for yo left ma ia peiill 
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of deatli to go succor a gentlewoman ; mid for that 
misdeed I now insure you but death, for yo have 
right well deserved it," When Sir Bohort per- 
ceived his brother's wrath, he kneeled down to the 
earth and criod him mercy, holding up both his 
liands, and prayed him to forgive him. " Nay," 
Bud Sir Liouol, " thou shalt have but deatli for it, if 
I have tlie upper hand ; therefore leap upon tliy 
horse and keep thyself, and if thou do not, I will 
run upon theo there as thou stoudest on foot, and 
ao the shame shall be mine, and tlie harm thine, but 
of that I reck not." When Sir Bohort saw that he 
must fight with his brother or else die. he wist not 
what to do. Thoa his heart counselled him not so 
to do, inasmuch ae Sir Lionel was his elder brother, 
wherefore he ought to bear him reverence. Yet 
tueelcd be down before Sir Lionel's horse's feet, and 
flail], " Fair brother, have mercy upon me and slay 
me not." But Hir Lionel cared not, for the fiend 
had brought him in such a will that he should slay 
him. When he saw that Sir Bohort would not rise 
to give him battle, he rushed over him, so that he 
smote him with his horse's feet to the earth, and 
hurt him sore, that he swooned of distress. When 
Sir Lionel saw this, he alightod from his horse for 
to have smitten off his head ; and so be took him by 
Uie helm, and would have rent it from his head. 
Bttt it happened that Sir Colgrevance, a knight of 
the Bound Table, came at that time thither, as it 
was our Lord's will ; and then he behold how Sir 
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Lionel would have slain his brother, and lie kn«ir ] 
Hir Bohort, whom he loved right well. Then k-Qpt 
he down Trotu his horse, and took Sir Lionul by tlic 
shoulders, and drew him strougly baek from Sir 
Bohort, and said, " t"ir Liouol, will yo slay your J 
brother ? " " ^Vhy," said Sir Lionel, " will ye stay I 
me ? If ye iiiterfero in this, I will ^lay you, aad I 
him after." Then ho ran upnu Sir Bohort, and I 
would have smitlen him; but Sir Colgreranco run I 
between them, and said, " K yo jmrBist to do so any I 
more, we two shall uicddlo together." Then Sir I 
Lionel defied him, and gave liim a groat siroko I 
through tho holm. Then he drew his sword, for ho I 
was a jjassing good knight, and defended himsi>lf I 
right manfully. So long enduiud the baltlfe, that I 
Sir Bohort i-oso up all atiguislily, and Ifchcld Sir I 
ColgrcvancQ, tho good knight, light witli his brother 1 
for his quarrel. Then was he full sorry and -lioavy, I 
and thought that, if Sir Colgrevance slow him that I 
was hifi brother, ho sliould never have joy, and if his I 
brotlier slew Sir Colgrevance, tho eliamo should ever I 
1 Wilis. 

Tlien would he havo risen for to have parted I 
them, but ho had not so much strength U) stand oiL'fl 
bis fei>t; BO he staid bo long that Sir Colgrevanoal 
bad the worse, for Sir Lionel was of great ehivaliyf 
and right hardy. Then cried Sir Ooigrevonee,! 
"Ah, Sir Bohort, why come ye not to bring me ouk'l 
of |>crit of death, wherein I have {int tnti to» 
you 1 " Will) tliat, Sir Lionel sraoto off bis hel 
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and bore him to tlic earth. And when lie Imd slain 
Sir Colgrevance, he ran upon his brother as a ficndly 
Dian, and gave liim snch a stroke that ho made liim 
Eloop. jVnd he that was fidl of huiuilitj prajcd 
hlin, " for God's sake leave this battle, jbr if it l>e- 
fell, fiiir brother, that I slew you, or ye me, we 
fiboiJd be dead gf that siu." " Pray ye not me for 
mercy," said Sir Lionel. Then t>ir Bobort, all 
■weeping, drew bis sword, and said, " Xow Ood 
have mercy upon me, though I defend my life 
agiunst my brother," With tliat Sir Bohort lifted 
up his sword, and would have stricken bis brother. 
Then beard lie a voice that said, " Flee, Sir Bobort, 
and touch biai not." Bight so alighted a cloud be- 
tween them, in the likeness of a fii-e, aaid a marvel- 
lous flame, so that they both fell to the earth, and 
lay there a groat while In a swoou. And when they 
came to tbcroselves, Sir Bobort saw that his brother 
had no harm ; and he was right glad, for bo dread 
soro that flod had takfen vmiguance upon him. 
Then Sir Lionel said to bis brother, " Brother, for- 
^ve me, for God's sake, all that I have trespassed 
against you." And Sir Bohort answered, " God 
forgive it thee, and I do." 

With that Sir Bobort beai-d a voice say, " Sir Bo- 
hort, take thy way anon, right to the sea, for Sir 
I Perceval abideth tlieo there." So Sir Bohort de- 
I parted, and rode tlie nearest way to the sea. And 
I at lost he came to an abbey that was nigh the sea. 
^That night he restf-'d him tlicre, and in his sleep 
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tlicro came a-voico unto liim and bade him go to the J 
sea-shore. Ho started up, and made the sign of tho \ 
cross on his forehead, and armed himself, and made 
ready his horse and mounted him, and at a broken 
wall ho rodo out, and came to the sca-i^liore. Aiid 
there lie fotiiid a ship, covered all with wbilo 
samite. And ho entered into the ship; butitvas 
auou so dark that he might sec no man, and lie laid i 
him down and sleitt till it was day. Thou he 
awaked, and saw in the middle of the ship n knight , 
all armed, save his helm. And theu ho kuew it j 
was Sir Perceval de Galis, and each made of other 
right great joy. Then said Sir Perceval, " We lack | 
nothing now but the good kuigUt Sir Galahud." 



Sm LAnSCELOT, RESOMED. 

It befell upon a night Sir Lauiicelot arrived before 
a castle, which was rich and fair, And there was a 
postern tliat opened toward ttie sea, and waa open 
witliout any keeping, save two lions kept the entry ; 
Olid the moon shined clear. Anon Sir Launcelot J 
heard a voice that said, " Launcelot, enter into tho I 
castle, where thou shalt see a great part of thy de* 1 
sire." So be went unto the gate, mid saw Uie two I 
lions ; tlien be set liands to his gword, and drew iu [ 
Theu there came suddenly as it were a stroko upon I 
the arm, so sore that tlie mword fell out of his buid, I 
and he hcanl a voice that said, " man of «vil| 
f;iith, wherefore bulievetst thou more iu tliy i 
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han in tlij Maker ? " Then said Sir Launcelot, 
" Fiiir Lord, I thank tliee of thy great mercy, that 
fliou reprovcst nie of my misdeed ; now sec I well 
lat thou holdest roe for thy Bervant," Then he 
nade a cross on hid forehead, and came to the lions ; 
nd they made Eemblaacc to do him harm, but ho 
sed tliero without hnrt, and entered into the 
le, aud lie found no gate nor door but it was 
But at tlie last he found a chamber wlicre- 
' of the door was ehut ; and ho set his hand thereto, 
to havo opened it, but he might not. Tlicn lie lis- 
tened, and heard a voice which Euug so sweetly that 
■it scorned nono earthly thing; and the voice said, 
f*Joy and honor be to the Father of heaven." 
"hen Sir Lauucclot kneeled down before tlie cham- 
)er, for well he wist that there was the Sangreal in 
[lliat chamber. Then said he, " Fair, Hweet Lord, 
fever I did anytliing tliat pleased the6, for tliy pity 
eliow me something of that wliich I seek." And 
with that he saw tlie chamber door open, and tlicro 
camo out a great clearness, that the house was as 
bright as though all tlio torches of the world had 
been there. So ho caino to the ciiamber door, and 
^Vould have entered; and anon a voice said unto 
" Stay, Sir Launcelot, and enter not." And 
BO withdrew lum back, and was right heavy in his 
lind. Then looked he in tlie midst of the chamber, 
ind saw a table of silver, and the holy vessel, cor- 
red with red samite, and many angels about it; 
I whereof one held a candle of wax burning, and an- 
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other held a cross, and the ornaments of the (Ular.J 
Tlieii,»for very wonder and thankfulness. Sir t^uun- 
celot forgot himself, and he stepped forward and I 
entered the chamboi-. And Guddeuljr a hrostli tliat I 
seemed intermixed with fire suiotc him so sore ill J 
the visage, timt therewith he fell to the ground, and I 
had no power to rise. Then felt ho many handsi 
about him, which took him up, and bai-o lum out of I 
the chamber, without any amending of his swoon, 1 
and left liim there, seeming dead to all the people, f 
So on tlie morrow, when it was fair daylight, aud.l 
tliey within were arisen, they found Sir Laimcolotl 
lyin^f before the chamber door. And they looked 1 
upon him and felt his pulse, to know if there wort I 
any life in him. And they found lifo in him, but i 
he might neither stand nor stir any member that ho 
had. So they took him and hare him into a cham- 
ber, and laid him upon a l)od, far from all folk, and 
there be lay many days, Then the one said ho waj J 
alive, and others said nay. But said an old maii^l 
*' He is as full of lifo as the mightiest of you all, and! 
tben'fore 1 counsel you that ho ho well kept till OodI 
bring him back agsiin." And after twenty-four <ia)Tl|~ 
ho o(K!ned his eyes ; and when he saw folk, lie madul 
great surrow, and said, " Why have ye wakcucd mo p 
for I was better ai ease than I am now," " Wlia 
have ye seen?" said they about him. "I h»vi 
seen," said lie, " great marvels thai no tongue c 
tell, and more than any heart can think.'' Thoi 
Ihcy said, " Sir, the quest of tbu Saugntal 
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I achieved right now in yoii, and ucvor shall ya seo 
Bjoro of it tlian yo have seen." " 1 thank God," 
laid Sir Laiincclot, " of liia great raercy, for that I 
I seen, for it sufiicctlt me." Then be I'oee up 
fftud clothed himself; and when ho was so arrayed, 
tthey marvelled all, for tliey knew it was Sir Laun- 
I'Cclot the good kuight. And, after four days, he 
I took his leave of the lord of the cattle, and of all the 
I fellowship that were there, and thanked them for 
J tlieir great lalwr and caie of him. Tlien ho dcpurt- 
Led, and turned to Cainelot, where he found King 
L Arthur and Queen Uuonover; but uiony of the 
I knights of the Roiuid Tahlo were slain and dc- 
] stroyed, more than half. Theu all the court was 
r passing glad of Sir Lauucelot ; and he told the king 
ball his adventures that had befallen him since ho 
Ideparted. 

SIB flALAQAD. 

Kow, when Sir Gulahad had rescued Perceval 

1 the twenty knights, he rode into a vast forest, 

jrherein he alwde many days. Then ho took his 

^ay to the sea, and it hcfell him that lie was heuight- 

1 ill a hermitage. And the good man was glad 

I ho saw he was a knight-errant. And when 

tboy wore at rest, there came a gentlewoman knock- 

; at the door ; and tlie good man came to the door 

9 wit what she would. Theu she suid, " 1 would 

: with llw knight which is wilh you." Then 
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Galahad weat to lier, and asked lier what slie would. ] 
" Sir Galahad," said she, " I will that ye arm you, ] 
and mount upon your horse, and follow me ; for I I 
will show 'you the highest adventure that ever ] 
knight saw," Then Galahad armed himself and 
commended himself to God, and bade the damsel | 
go before, and he would follow where she led. 

So she rode as fast as her palfrey might bear lier, 
till she came to the sea; and there they found tlio j 
sliip where Sir Bohort and Sir Perceval were, who J 
cried from the ship, " Sir Galahad, you are wel- 
come ; we have awaited you long." And when ho | 
heard them, he asked the damsel who they wci 
" Sir," said she, " leave your horso hero, and I I 
shall leave mine, and we will join ourselves lo tlieip I 
company." So they entered into the ship, and tlie I 
two knights received them both with great joy. ' 
For they knew the damsel, that she was Sir Perce- ■ 
val's sister. Then the wind arose and drove them 
through the sea all that day and the next, till the 
ship arrived between two rocks, passing great and 
marvellous ; but there they might not land, for there J 
was a whirlpool ; but there was another ship, audi 
upon it tboy might go without danger. " Go ' 
thither," said the gentlewoman, "and there shall | 
we see adventures, for such is our Lord's will." 
Then Sir Galahad blessed him, and entered tberciu,! 
and then next the gentlewoman, and then Sir Bo- 1 
hort and Sir Perceval. And when they came owm 
board, tliey found there the table of silver, and tliol 
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r Baugrcnl.whicli was coTcred with red samite. And 
they made great rcTereiice thereto, and Sir Galahad 
prayed a long time to our Lord, that at wliat time 
he should ask to pass otit of this world, ho should 
do so; aiid a voice said to him, " Galahad, thou fihalt 
have tliy request ; and wlion thou askest the death 
of thy body thou BliBJt have it, and tlien shalt tliou 
I find the life of thy soul." 

And anon tlie wind drove tliem across the sea, till 

I they came to tlio city of Sarras, Then took they 

j out of the ship the tahle of silver, ajid Sir Perceval 

L and Sir Bohort took it before, aud Sir Galahad came 

Ibchiiid, and right so they went to the city. And at 

Klhc gate of the city they saw an old man, a cripple. 

K^hen Galahad called liim, and hade him help to 

r this heavy thing. " Truly," said the old man, 

"it is ten years siuce I could not go but with 

■utchcs." " Care thou not," said Sir Galahad, 

" but arise up, and show thy good will." Then the 

old mau rose up, ajid assayed, and found himself as 

whole as ever ho was ; and ho ran to the table, and 

Ltook one part with Sir Gulahad. 

Wlicn they came to the city, it chanced that the 
log was just dead, and all the city was dismayed, 
iLd wist not who might he their king. Right so, 
8 tliey were in council, there came a voice among 
I'tbem, and bade them choose the youngest knight of 
those three to bo their king. So they made Sir 
Galahad king, by all the assent of the city. And 
vhen ho was tnado king, he commanded to muku a 
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chest of gold and of precious stones, to hold the holf 1 
vessel. And every daj the three companions would I 
eomo before it, aud make llieir prayers. 

Now, at the year's end, and the same day of the I 
year that Sir Galahad received the crown, he got I 
T.ip early, and, with hia fellows, came lo where the I 
holy vessel was ; and thoy saw one kneeling Iwfor0 1 
it that had about him a groat followship of augcis ; 
aud he called Sir Galaliad, and said, " Come, tliou 1 
servant of the Lord, aud thou shalt see what thou 1 
hast much desired to see." And Sir Galaliad'al 
mortal flesh trembled right hard when he began t«l 
behold tbe spiritual things. Then said the ] 
man, "Now wottest thou who J am?" "Nay," 
smd Sir Galahad. " I am Joseph of Ariniathm 
whom our Lord hath scut here to thee, to bear tl 
fellowsliip." Then Sir Galaliad held up Ids hands] 
toward heaven, and said, " Now, blessed 
would I not longer live, if it might please tliee.'*! 
And when he had said these words. Sir GalaJiadj 
went to Sir Perceval and to Sir Bohort, and 1 
them, and commended them to God. And then 
he kneeled down before the table, and mado his 
prayers, aud suddenly his soul departed, and a great 
multitude of angels bare his soul up to heaven, i 
as the two fellows could well behold it. jUsti 
saw come from heaven a hand, but they saw not tl 
body ; and the hand came right to the vessel anil 
hare it up to heaven. Since then was tliero I 
one so hardy as to say llint lie imit seoti the .^aiigre 
on eiLi'th any more. 
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When Sir Perceval and Sir Bohort saw Sir Gala- 
I bad dead, thef .made as much sorrow as ever did 
two men. And if they bad not been good men tlicy 
might have fallen into despair. As soon as Sir 
Galahad was buried, Sir Forcoval retired to a her- 
mitage ont of the city, and took a religious clothing ; 
and Sir Bobort was always with liim, but did not 
change liis secular clothing, because he purposed to 
return to the realm of Loegria. Thus a year and 
two months lived Sir Perceval in the hermitage a 
full holy life, and then passed out of this world, and 
Sir Bohort buried him by bis sister and Sir Galahad. 
Then Sir Bobort armed himself and dejiarted from 
Samts, and entered into a ship, and sailed to the 
kingdom of Loegria, and in due time arrived safe at 
Camelot, where the king was. Then was there 
great joy made of him in the whole court, for they 
feared he bad been dead. Then the king made 
Mt clerks to come before him, that they should 
rotiicle of the high adventures of tliu good knights. 
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And Sir Boliort told him of the adventures that had \ 
befallen hira, and his two fellows, Sir Perceval and 
Sir Galahad. And Sir Launcelot told the adven- 
tures of the Saagreal that ho had seen, AH this 
was made in great books, and put up iu tho church 
at Salisbury. 

So King Arthur and Qnoen Gucnever made great 
joy of the remnant that were come home, and 
chiefly of Sir Launcelot and Sir Bohort. Then Sir 
Launcelot began to resort unto Queen Gucnever 
again, and forgot the promise that he made in Ibe 4 
quest ; so that many in the court spoke of it, and in J 
especial Sir Agrivain, Sir Gawaui's brother, for ha J 
was ever open-mouthed. So it happened Sir Ga-I 
wain and all bis brothers were iu Kbig Artliur'i ' 
chamber, and tlieu Sir Agrivain said tlms openly, I 
" I marvel that we all arc not ashamed to 6C0 and 1 
to know so noble a knight as King Arthur so to bo I 
shamed by the conduct of Sir Launcelot and tho I 
queen," Then spoke Sir Gawain, and said, " Brotli-4 
er, Sir Agrivain, I pray you and charge you moval 
not such matters any moro before mo, for he ye as-l 
Burcd I will not he of your counsel." "Neitlieri 
will we," said Sir Gaheris and Sir Garoth. "Tbott j 
will I," said Sir Modred. " I douht you not," said 
Sir Gawain, " for to all mischief ever were yc prone ; 
yet T would that ye left all this, for I know wbat 
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" I will disclose it to the king," Witl 
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hold your peace," said Sir Gawain. "We will 
not," said Sir Agrivain. Tlieu said Sir Gawaiii, 
" I will not hear your talcs, nor bo of your counsel." 
" No more will I," said Sir Garetli and Sir Ga- 
heris, and therewith they departed, making great 
sorrow. 

Tlien Sir Agrivain told tlio king all that was said 
in the court of the conduct of Sir Launcclot and the 
queen, and it grieved the king very much. But lie 
would not believe it to be true without proof. .So 
Sir Agrivain laid a plot to entrap Sir Launcclot and 
the queen, intending to take them together un- 
awares. Sir Agrivain and Sir Modred led a party 
for this purpose, hut Sir Launcclot escaped from 
them, having slain Sir Agiivain and wounded Sir 
Modred. Then Sir Launcclot hastened to his 
friends, and told them what had happened, and 
withdrew with them to the forest : but he left spies 
to bring him tidings of whatever might he done. 

So Sir Launcclot escaped, but the queen remained 
'in the king's power, and Arthur could no longer 
doubt of her guilt. And the law was such in those 
days that they who committed such crimes, of what 
estate or condition soever they were, must be bunied 
to death, and so it was ordained for Queen Guencrer. 
Then said Khig Arthur to Sir Gawain, " I pray you 
'make you ready, in your best armor, with your 
trethron, Sir Oaheris and Sir Gareth, to bring my 
queen to the fire, there to receive her death." 
" Nay, my most noble lord," said Sir Gawain, " that 
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will I never do ; for know tliou well, my heart will 
never servo me to see lier die, and it shall never 
bo fiaid that I was of your counsel iu lier death." 
Then the king commauded Sir Gaheris aud Sir Oa- 
retli to be tliere, and they said, " We will be there, 
as ye command us, sire, but ia peaceable wise, 
aud hear no armor upon us." 

So the queen was led forth, and her ghostly fiir 
tlier was brought to her to shrive her,* and there 
was weeping and wailing of many lords aud ladios. 
And one went and told Sir Launcelot that tliD queen 
was led forth tu her doatli. Then Sir Lauucclot aod 
the knights tliat were with him fell upon the troo)i 
that guarded the queen, and dispersed tJictn, and 
slew oil who witlistood tliem. And in the confu- 
sion Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris were slain, for thoy i 
were unarmed and defenceless. And Sir Launcelot | 
carried away the queen to his castlo of La Joyeuse | 
Garde. 

Then there came one to Sir Gawaui and told Iiiiu i 
how that Sir Launcelot had slain the kaighls and I 
carried away tlio queen. "O Lord, defend my I 
brethren!" said Sir Gawain. "Truly," said the | 
man, " Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris are Blain." 
" Alas ! " said Sir Gawain, " now is my joy goiw." 
And then be fell down aud swooned, and long bo lajr 
there as ho had boon <lcad. 

When ho ai-oso out of his swoon, Sir Gawain ran I 
to tlie king, cryiug, " King Arlliur, miuo audo, I 
my brothers are slaijj." Then the king wept and ' 
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he both, " My king, my lord, and mine uncle," 
Bftid Sir Oawain, "bear witness now tJiat I make 
you a promise tliat I shnll liold by uiy kniglitbood, 
that from tliis day I will never fail Sir Launcelot 
nntil the one of us have slain tlie other. I will seek 
Sir Launcelot tlu-onghout seven kings' realms, but I 
Bliall slay Iiim or be shall slay rac." *' Ye shall not 
need to seek Mm," said the king, " for as I hear, 
Sir IfStiDcelot will abide me and you in the Joyeuso 
Garde; and much people drawclh unto him, as I 
hear say." " That may I believe," said Sir Ga- 
wain ; " but, my lord, summon your friends, and I 
will Bummou mine." " It shall be done," said the 
king. So then tbo king sent letters and writs 
throughout all England, both in tlie length and 

I breadth, to summon nil his knights. And unto Ar- 

I tlnir drew many knights, dukes, and earls, so that 
he had a great host. Thereof heard Sir Lamicelot, 
and collected all whom be could ; and many good 
knightfi held with him, both for his sake and for the 
queen's sake. But King Arthur's host was too great 
r Sir Launcelot to abide him in the field ; and he 

I was full loath to do battle against the king. So Sir 
Launcelot drew bim to his strong castle, with all 
ner of provin^ions. Then came King Arthur 
witli Sir Oawain, and laid siege all about La Joy- 
cuse Garde, both the t{)wn and the castle ; but in no 
I would Sir Launcelot ride out of his caatio, 
noithor suffer any of his knights to iasue out, until 

. many weeks were past. 
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Then it befell upon a day in harveet-Ume, 
Latmcolot looked over the wall, and spoke aloud to 
King Arthur and Sir Gawain, " My lords both, all 
IB in vain tliat yo do at tliis siege, for here ye shall 
win no worship, but only dbhonor; for if I list to 
come out, and my good knights, I shall soon make 
an end of this war." " Come forth," said Arthur, 
" if thou darest, and I promise Ihee I shall meet 
thee in the midst of the field." " God forbid mo," 
said yir Launcolot, " that I should encounter with 
the most noble king that made nie knight." " Fia 
upon thy fair language," said the king, " for know 
tlioii well 1 am tliy mortal foe, and ever will be to 
my dj-ing day." And Sir Gawain said, "Wlial 
cause Iiadst thou to slay my brother, Sir Goherls, 
who bore no arras against tliee, and .Sir Garetli, 
whom thou madest kntglit, and who loved tJiec 
more than all my kin ? Therefore know lliou well 
I sliall make war to tlioo all the while that I m&f 
live." 

When Sir Bohort, and Sir Hector de Marys, and 
Sir Lionel heard this outcry, tliey called to them Sir 
Palamedes, and Sir Safliro his brother, and Sir La- 
wayn, with many more, and all went to Sir Latmoe- 
lot. And they said, " My lord, Sir Lauocelot, we 
pray you, if you will have our sonnce, keep us no 
longer witliin tliese walls, for know well all yoor 
fair speech and forbcaraTico will not avail you." 
'■ Alas ! " said Sir Launcelot, " to ride forth nni) to ' 
do battle 1 am full loath." Then he spake again 
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unto tJic king and Sir Gawain, and willed them to 
keep out of tlie battle ; but they despised his words. 
So then Sir Launcelot's fellowship earao out of the 
castle, in full good array. AJid always Sir Laiince- 
lot charged all his knights, in any wise, to save 
King ArOmr and Sir Gawain. 

Then came forth Sir Gawain from the king's host, 
and offered combat, and Sir Lionel encountered 
with him, and there 8ir Gawain smoto 8ir Lionel 
through the body, that he fell to the earth as if dead. 
Tlien there began a great conflict, and much people . 
were dain ; but ever Sir Launcelot did wliat ho 
might to save the people, on King Arthur's party, 
and ever King Arthur followed Sir Launcelot to 
Blay him ; but Sir Launeelot suffered him, and would 
not strike again. Then Sir Bohort encountered 
with King Arthur, and smote him down ; and ho 
alighted and drew hia sword, and said to Sir Laun- 
celot, "Shall I make an end of this war?" for ho 
meant to have slain King Arthur. " Not so," said 
Sir Launcelot, " touch him no more, for I will never 
Beo that most noble king that made me knight either 
slain or shamed " ; and therewith Sir Launcelot 
alighted off his horse, and took up the king, and 
hoPBed him again, and said thus : " My lord Arthui-, 
for God's love, cease this strife," And King Arthur 
looked upon Sir Launcelot, and tlie tears burst from 
his eyes, thinking on the great courtesy that was in 
Sir Launcelot more than in any other man ; and 
therewith the king rode his way. Then anon both 
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parties withdrew to rcjwsG tliem, anil buried the 
dead. 

But the war coiitinuod, and it was noisod abroad 
through all Chrifitiiudoiu, and at last it was told 
afore the popo ; and lie, considering the great good- 
ness of King Ai'thur, and of Sir Latiiicelot, called 
uuto him a noblo clerk, which was llio Bialiop of 
Rochester, who was then ia his doounions, and eent 
him to King Arthur, cliarging liim that he take liis 
queen, dame Gucuever, unto him again, and make 
peace with Sir Launeelot. 

So, by means of this hishop, peace was mada Cir 
the space of one year; and King Arthur' received 
back tlie queen, and Sir Lanncelut departed from 
the kingdom with all his knights, and wont to his 
own country. So they shipiied at CardifT, and sailed 
unto Benwick, which some men call Bayuune. And 
all the'^ople of those lands came to Sir Launoolot, 
and received him home right joyfully. And Sip 
Lauucelot stahlished and garnished all liis towns 
and castles, and he greatly advauced all his iiul»lc 
knights, Sir Lionel and Sir Bohort, and Sir Boctor 
de Marys, Sir filamoc, Sir Lawayne, and many oth- 
ers, and made them lords of lands and castles ; till 
lie left himself no more than any one of thom. 

But when the year was passed, King Arthur and 
Sir Gawaiu came with a great host, and landed upon 
Sir Launcelot's lands, and burnt and wasted all that 
they might overrun. Then spake Sir Bohort and 
said, " My lord. Sir Lauucelot, give us leave to mo^t J 
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tliem in the field, and we shall mnke them riip the 
time that ever they came to tliis country." Tlicii 
Biud Sir Lauiicclot. *' I am full loath to riilo out with 
my kuights for shedding of Christian hlood ; so we 
will yet a while keep our walls, and I will send n 
messenger unto my lord Arthur, to propose a troaty ; 
for letter is peace than always war," So Sir Laun- 
celot Bent forth a damsel, and a dwarf with her, re- 
quiring King Arthur to leave his warring upon liis 
lands; and so &he started on a palfrey, and Iho 
dwarf ran hy her side. And when she came to the 
pavilion of King Arthur, she alighted, and there 
mot her a gentle knight, Sir Lucan the butler, and 
1 6«ud, " Fair damsel, come ye from Sir Launcelot du 
I Lac?" "Yea, sir," she said, "I come hither to 
I speak with the king." "Alas!" said Sir Lucan, 
I *^mj lord Arthur would bo reconciled to Sir Lann- 
I celot, but Sir Gawain will not suffer him," And 
. witli this, Sir Lucan led tho dam^^cl to the king, 
wboro he sat with Sir Gawain, to hear wliat she 
I Would say. So when she had told licr tale, the 
tears ran out of the king's eyes ; and all the lords 
I were forward to adrisc tho kin^ to be aocordod with 
1 Sir Launcclot, save only Sir Gawain ; and ho said, 
" My lord, mine uncle, what will ye do ? Will you 
now turn back, now you are so far advanced upon 
yonr journey? If ye do, all tho world will speak 
shame of you." " Nay," said King Arthur, " 1 will 
do as ye advise mo ; hut do thou give tho damsel her 
I answer, for 1 may not sjteak to her for pity." 



23G 



[KQ ABTHUR AHD HIS EN10UTS. 



Then said Sir Gawain, "Damsel, say yo to Sir 1 
Laiiiicelot, that it is waste labor to sue to i 
luiclo for peace, and say that 1, .Sir Gawaiii, send 1 
liim word that I promise him, by the Taith I owe ] 
unto God and to knighthood, I shall never leavg I 
him till he have slain me or I him." So tho damsel I 
returned ; and when Sir Launoelot had heard tills | 
answer, the tears ran down his cheeks. 

Then it befell on a day Sir Gawain came beforoj 
tlie gates, armed at all points, and cried witli n loud-J 
voice, " Where art thou now, thou false tmiUir, Sr I 
Lauucelot? "Why hidest tliou thyself within liolesi 
and walls like a coward ? Look uut now, tltoa tnu- I 
tor knight, and I will avenge upon tliy body tli© I 
death of my three brethren." All this language I 
heard Sir Launcelot, and tho knights which were J 
about him ; and thi^y said to him, " Sir Lauucelot^ J 
now must ye defend you liko a kiught, or else be I 
shamed for ever, for you have slept yverloug [ 
suffered ovormnch." Then Sir Launcelot Bp&kof 
on high unto King Arthur, and said, " My lord Ar-I 
tlmr, now I Jiave forborne long, and suBerod you and ff 
Sir Gawain to do w4iat ye would, and now muitt Ifl 
noeds defend myself, inasmuch as Sir Gawain liatltl 
appealed me of treason." Then Sir LauiicelotJ 
armed liim and mounted upon his hurse, oud thai 
noble knights caniu out of tho city, and the host J 
without stood all apart; and so tho covenant was I 
made that no man sliould cunio near the twom 
knights, nor deal witli them, till one wei'o doiul ora 
yielded. ■ 
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Then Sir Laiincelot and Sir Gawaiu depai-ted a 
sat way asuuder, and then they came together 
^rith all their horses' might, and each Emote tlic 
(other in tlie middle of their shields, htit neither of 
ihcm was unhorsed, but their horses fell to the 
rth. And then they leapt from tlieir horses, and 
f drew tlieir swords, and gave many sad strokes, so 
tliat the blood hiiret out in many places. Now Sir 
Gawaiii had this gift from a Iioly man, that every 
day ill the year, from mornijig to noou, his strength 
was increased threefold, and then it fell again to its 
natural measure. Sir Launcelot was aware of this, 
and Uiorcfore, during the three hours that Sir Ga- 
wain's strongtli was at the height, Sir Launcelot cov- 
ered himself with his shield, and kept his might in 
I reserve. And during that time Sir Gawain gave him 
many sad bnmts, that all t)io kniglils that looked 
I marvelled how Sir Launcelot might endure thorn, 
lien, when it was jiast noon. Sir Gawaiu had only 
e own might ; and when Sir Launcelot felt liim so 
rought down, be strelebed himself up, and doubled 
s strokes, and gave Sir Gawain such a buffet that 
I fell down on his side; and Sir Launcelot drew 
k and would strike no more. " Wliy witlidraw- 
rt thou, false traitor?" then said Sir Gawain ; "now 
burn again and slay me, for if thou leave me thus, 
Hrhen I am whole again, I shall do battle with thee 
' I shall endure you, sir, by God's grace," 
Bid Sir Launcelot, " but know thou well. Sir Ga- 
nun, I will never smite a felled knight." And so 
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Sir Launcelot went into the dty, and Sir Gkwain 
was borne into King Arthur's paTillon, and his 
wounds were looked to. 

Thus the siege endured, and Sir Qawain lay help- 
less near a month ; and when he was near recov- 
eredy came tidings unto King Arthur that madis 
him return with all his host to England. 
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8iB MoDRED was left ruler of all England, and 
caused letters to be written, as if from lieyond 
, that King Arthur was slain in battle. Ho lie 
called a Parliament, and made himself be crowned 
king; and be took the queen, Guenever, and said 
plainly that he would wed her, but she eEcai>ed from 
liim, and took refuge in the Tower of London. And 
Sir Modred went and laid siege about the Tower of 
London, and made great assaults thereat, but all 
might not avail him. Thou came word to Sir Mo- 
dred that King Arthur had raised the siege of Sir 
Launcelot, and was coming home. Then ^ir Mo- 
dred summoned all tiie barony of the land ; and 
much poo])lc drew unto 8ir Modred, and said they 
'ould abide with bim for better and for worse : and 
drew a great host to Dover, for there he heard 
ly tliat King Arthur would arrive. 
And as .Sir Modred was at Dover with liis host, 
King Arthur, with a geeat number of ships 
and galleys, and there was !^ii- Modred. awaiting 
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TbcB was tfaere lanridiing of 
gnat boMs tmA nnall, fiiS of noUe nen of una, 
and ifaan wss nad danghter of goitle kn^b oa 
Ebal EtD^ Ardinr vas so omusgemn, 
r of kmghts pt«T«nt bita to 
ttmA, and Us *^''*|**' Genelj foUoved him ; and m 
tey Inded^aDd fmt Sr Haiitd aback so that ha 
Bed, and aB Ui people. And wten the batllo was 
done, Ki^ Aitfanr eo^naaieA to bnrT^ his peoplo 
that wcR dead. Aad Aen waa noble Sir Gavain 
fiioiid, IB a greet boat, Ijritiir raore than half dead. 
And King Arthor wnt lo him, and made surrov 
oat of measure. *^ Mine unde,'* said Sir Gavidn, 
" know tfaoa veil mr death^dar is come, aad all it J 
through mine own hastiitcss and witfulness, for t'l 
am smitten upoD the old voond which Sir Lauiioi 
tot gaTe ate, of the viiiob I feel I must die. 
had Sir Laoocelot been irith ron as of old, ihU wai 
bad a«ver begun, and of all this I am the caase.*^ 
Then ^ir Gawain prayed tlie kiug to eeiid for Sir 
Launcelot, and to cherish bim above all otfaei 
kaigbts. And so, at Uie liour of noon. Sir Oavi^lll 
yielded up lus spirit, and then the king bade iiil 
bim in a cbajul viibin Dorer Castle ; and tlicni i 
men may see the ekull of bim. and the same wound" 
i» seen that Sir Launcelot gave bim io battlo. 

Then was it tolil the king that Sir Modred had 
piU:hcd his camp upon BurrcmlowQ ; and tiio I 
rode ttiitlier, and tbvre was a great battle bcti 
tbcra, and King Arthur's party stood best, and ! 
Modrod and bis party tied uuto CatitcHMiry. 
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And there was a day assigned betwixt King Ar- 
thur and Sir Hodrcd that they should meet upoii 
a down beside Salisbury, and not far from the sea- 
lo, to do battle yet again. And at night, as tlio 
ing slept, ho dreamed a wonderful dream. It 
imed Iiim verily that tliere came 8ir Gawain unto 
llim, with a number of fair ladies with him. And 
when King Arthur saw him, bo said, "Welcome, 
my sister's son ; I weoaed thou hadst been dead ; 
and now I see thee alive, great is my joy. But, 
fair nephew, what be those ladies that hither be 
como with you?" "Sir," said Sir Gawain, "all 
be ladies for whom I have fought when I was 
living man ; and because I did hattlo for them in 
nghteous quarrel, they have given me grace to bring 
me hither unto you, to warn you of your death, if 
ye fight to-morrow with .Sir Modred. Therefore 
take ye treaty, and proffer you largely for a mouth's 
delay ; for within a month shall come Sir Launcelot 
and all his noble knights, and rescue you worship- 
fully, and slay Sir Modred and all that hold with 
him." And then Sir Gawain and all the ladies 
vanished. And anon the king called to fetch his 
le lords and wise bishops unto him. And when 
!y were come, the king told them his vision, and 
,t Hir Gawain had told him. Then the king sent 
Lucan the butler, aud Sir Bedivere, with two 
lopfi, and charged them in any wise to take a 
Ay for a month and a day with Sir Modred. 
they dejiarted, and came to Sir Modrod ; and 



■212 



I ARTHUR AND BIS XKIC 



BO, at tlie last, Sir Modrod was agrocil to liHTl 
Cornwall and Koiit, during Arthur's life, and i 
Euglaud after bi^ dcatb. 
. Then was it agreed tliat King Arthur and Sir 
Modi-cd Ehould meet betwixt botli tbeir bosts, and 
each of tbcra sboiild bring fourteen persons, and 
thou and there tbcj should dgii tlio treatf. 
when King Arthur and his knights were prop) 
to go fortli, liG warned all his host, " If so Iw ] 
see any sword drawn, look yo come on ficrcold 
and slay wlioinsoevcr withstandeth, for I in no i< 
trust that traitor, Sir Modrcd." In liko wiso i 
Modred warned his host. So thc-y met, and w«ii 
agreed and accorded thoroughly. And ' 
brought, and they drank. Bight tlieii came i 
adder out of a little heatb-hush, and stung a kiiigM 
on the foot. And when the knight felt him etiug 
he looked down and saw the odder, and Ilien 1 
drew his sword to slay the adder, and thought of Di 
other hanu. And when the host on both aUles sai| 
that sword drawn, thoy blew trumjwts and honi 
and shouted greatly. And King Arthur took hISk 
horse, and rodo to his party, saying, " Alas, tlifi 
unhappy day ! " And Sir Modred did in liko wirt 
And never was there a more doleful battle iti Clir 
tian land. And ever King Artliur rodo tbrougbfinj 
the battle, and did full nobly, oa a wortliy kinj 
.ihouM, and Sir Modred that day did hi« dw 
and put himself in great (wril. And thint t 
fought all the long day, till Ibumostofull tlie iiobl 
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dead upon the ground. Then tlio king 
looked about him, and saw of all his liO!>t vera left 
alive but two knights, Hir Lucau the butler and 

I Sir Bedivere his brother, aud iiiey were full sore 
Vouuded. 
Tbeu King Arthur saw where Sir Jlodred leaned 
Upon liis Bword among a groat heap of dead men. 
**Now givo me my Bi>ear," said Arthur unto Sir 
Iiucan, " for jondcr I espy the traitor that hath 
wrought all tliis woe." " .Sir, let liim be," said Sir 
Lucaa ; " for if yo pass tlus uuliappy day, ye sliall 
bo right woll revenged upon him. Remeinl>er what 
the sprite of Sir Oawain told you, and leave off now, 
for ye have won the field ; and if ye leave off now, 
- this evil day of destiny is past." " Uelide mo life, 
Btido me death," said King Artliur, " he sliall not 
low escape my liands." Tlien tlic kiitg took his 
u both hands, and ran toward Sir Modrcd, 
rying, *' Traitor, now is thy death-day come." 
Old there King Arthur smote Sir Jlodred under 
: Gliicid, with a tlirust of his spear tlirough the 
And when Sir Modrcd felt that be had his 
leatli-wouiid, witli the might tliat he had he smota 
ting Arthur, witli his sword holdcn in both hie 
mds, on the sido of the head, that the sword 
Ipicrccd tlio helmet and tlie brain-pan; aiid tliou Sir 
Aludred fell stark dead upon tlio earth. And the 
noble Arthur fell in a swoon to the eartli. And Sir 
Luc&u the butter and Sir Hedivere raised htm up, 
lod gently led him betwixt them both to a little 
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chapel not far from the sea-side. And when 1 
kiug was there, be thouglit him well eased. ThoE 
Iieard they people cry in the field. And t*ir Lues 
went tu 800 what that cry betokened ; and he saw b 
the moonlight that pillers and robbers were como b 
rob the dead. And ho rotunied, and said to tl)^ 
king, " By my rede, it is best that wc bring you ti 
some town." " I would it were so," said tho kin^ 
And when the king tried to go, lie fainted. Then 
ISir Luean took up the king on tho one ] 
and Sir Bodlvcre on the other part; and in 
lifting, Sir Luean fell in a swoon to the carlli, foi 
he was grievously wounded. And then tho nohlq 
knight's lioart burst. And when the king awok^ 
lie belield Sir Luean how be lay foaming nt 1 
moutli, and speechless. " Alas ! " said the ktn^^ 
" this is to me a full heavy sight, to see tliis noblQ^ 
duke so die for my sake ; for lie would have liol|)e 
me that had more need of help than I, and he wouta 
not complain, his lieart was so set to help me. _ 
Tlien Sir Bedivere wept for bis brother. " LttSVi 
this mourning and weeping," said the king, " fi 
wit tliou well, if I might live myself, the death g 
Pir Luean would gi-ieve me evermore; but my tiin 
liicth fast. Therefore," said Artliur unto Sir Bedi 
rerc, *' take thou Excalibar, my good sword, nnd £ 
with it to yonder water-side ; and when thou com 
there, I cliargo thee throw my sword in thai WAled 
and come again and tell mo what thou there Bccsl.1 
" Jty lord," isaid Sir Bedivore, " your com 
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pent aliall be done." Po Sir Bediverc departed. 

Hid by ilio way lie behold that noble sword, lliat tho 

innuel and tho haft were all of precious stones ; 

ind then ho said to himself, " If I throw this rich 

Word into the water, uo good shall come thereof, 

Ut only hami and loss." And then Sir Bedivere 

fiid Excalihar under a tree. And so, as soon as he 

might, he came again unto tlic king. " What saw- 

cst tliou there?" said the king. "Sir," he said, 

" I saw nothing. " Alas ! thou hast deceived me," 

said the king. " Go thou lightly again, and as thou 

lovo me, spare not to throw it in." Then Sir Bedi- 

D went again, and took the sword in liia hand to 

row it; but again it beseemed him but sin and 

lame to tlirnw away that noble sword, and lie hid 

I away again, and returned, and told tho king he 

i done his coininandmeut, " What sawest thou 

lero ? " said the king. " Sir," ho said, " I saw 

Mhlng but waters deep and waves wan." " Ah, 

kitor untrue!" said King Arthur, "now hast 

ton betrayed mo twice. And yet tliou art uuincd 

Jioble knight, and hast been lief and dear to me. 

^t now go again, and do as 1 bid thco, for thy long 

Frying puttetli mo in jeopardy of my lifo." Thou 

r Bedivere went to the sword, and lightly took it up, 

] wont to'tbe water-side, and be bound the girdle 

|k>ut the hilt, and then he threw the sword as far 

n the water as ho might. And there came an 

a and a hand out of the water, and met it, and 

tbght it, and shook it thrice and brandished it, 
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and then vanished away the lioiid with the Rward 
in the water. 

Then Sir Bedircre eame again to the king, ana 
told him wlint he saw. " llelp nie heucc," BUid I 
king, " for I fear I have tarried too long," Thai 
Sir Bedivcrc took the king on his back, and so woe 
with him to that water-side ; and when they caiq 
there, even fast by the bank there rode a litUc bar 
with many fair ladies in it, and among tliem i 
queen ; and all liad black hoods, and they wept a 
shrieked when they saw King Arthur. 

" Now put me in the barge," said tlio king, 
there received him tliroo queens with great iin 
iug, and in one of their laps King Artliiir laid hi)> 
head. And the queen said, "Ali, dear brother, why 
have ye tarried so long? Alas', this wound on y 
head bath caught ovennuch cold." And then t 
rowed from the land, and Sir Bedivcre belield t 
go from him. Then ho cried ; "Ah, my lord J 
thur, will ye leave me here alone among mine eiu 
mies ? " " Comfort thyself," eaid the king, " fl 
iu me is no further help; for I will to ttic tsl«4 
Avolon, to hoal me of my grievous wound." 
as soon as Sir JJedivere had lost siglit of tlie b 
he wept and wailed ; then he took the forest, a 
went all that niglit, and in the moruiug he n 
of a ciiapel and a hermitage. 

Then wont Sir Uedivero thither; and when 1 
oome into the chapel, he saw wliero lay on ] 
on the ground, near a tomb that was newly grate 
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"Sir," Baid Sir Bedivere, "what man is there 

buried that ye pray so near imto?" "Fair son," 

said the hermit, " I know not verily. But tliis night 

there came a nixmhcr of ladies, and brought hither 

one dead, and prayed me to bury him." " Alas ! " 

eaid Sir Bedivere, " that was my lord, King Artliur." 

-Then Sir Bedivere swooned ; aiid wlicn he awoke, 

) prayed the hermit ho might abide with him, to 

Ive with fasting and pi-ayers. " Ye are welcome," 

"said the hermit. So there bode Sir Bedivere with 

the hermit ; and he put on poor clothes, and served 

tho hermit full lowly in fasting and in prayers. 

^m Thua of Arthur I find never more written in books 

^Bbat be autliorizcd, nor more of the very certainty 

^B|f his death ; but thus was he led away in a ship, 

^Brherein were three queens; the one was King Ar- 

^^Biur's sister, Queen Morgane le Fay ; the other 

^firas Yiviane, the Lady of the Lake ; and the third 

was the queen of North Galis. And this tale Sir 

Bedivere, knight of the Table Round, made to be 

written. 

Yet some men say that King Arthur is not dead, 
but hid away into another place, and men say that 
he shall come again and reign over England. But 
hat there is written on his tomb this 



"Hkjaea Arthimu, Bex ipiondrim, Banpie faluna." 

Hera Arihor liei, Eing oncv and Ring to be. 

\ And when Queen Gucnevcr understood that King 

Lhur was slain, and all the noble knights with 
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bim, she stole away, and five ladies with lior ; 
so she went to Almesburj, and made herself a nw 
aud ware white clothes and black, aud took ( 
peuauce as ever did siufiil lady, and lived in fas 
prayers, and alms-deeds. And there she was abb( 
and ruler of the nuns. Now turn we from her, i 
epeak of Sir Launcelot of the Lake. 

Wlion Sir Launcelot heard in bis country I 
Sir Modred was crowned king of England, 
made war against bis own uncle, King Artliur, th«| 
was Sir Launcelot wroth out of measure, and i 
to his kinsmen : " Alas that double traitor, 
Modred ! now it repenteth me that ever be escape 
out of my hands." Then Sir Laiiucclot and his foj 
lows made ready in all haste, with ships and gallej] 
to pass into England ; and so bo passed over till 1 
came to Dover, and there ho landed witli a g 
array. Then Sir Launcelot was told that King / 
thur was slain. "Alas!" said Sir Launcelot, '' 
is the heaviest tidings that ever came to me." Thai 
he called the kings, dukes, barons, and kniglits, ( 
said thus : " My fair lords, 1 thank yuu all fur roid 
ing into this country with me, but we como loo latd 
aud that shall repent mo wJiilo I live. But siuco 9 
is so," said Sir Launcelot, " I will myself ride ant 
seek my lady. Queen Guonever, for I liavu bes 
say sho bath fled into the west ; therefore yo ( 
abide mo here fifteen days, and if I conie not witJuH 
that time, then take your sliipa and your bost, i 
depart into your country." 
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So Sir Launcolot dcjmrted and rodo westerly, and 
there he soiiglit many days ; and at last he came to 
a nunnery, and was seen of Queen Giienever as he 

Imdked in the cloister ; and when she saw )iim, she 
hrooned away. And wlien she might speak, she 
bade hita to be called to her. And when Sir Laun- 
Mlot was brought to her, she soid : " Sir Laiincelot, 
I require thee and besoecli thee, for all the love that 
tfycT was betwixt us, that tliou never see me more, 
but return to thy kingdom and take tliee a wife, 
and live with her with joy and bliss ; and pray for 
me to my Lord, that I may get my soul's health." 
" Nay, madam," said Sir Launcelot, " wit you well 
that I shall never do ; hut the same destiny that ye 
have taken you to will I take me unto, for to please 
and serve Qod." And so they parted, vrith tears 
and much lamentation ; and the ladies hare the 
^eeu to her chamber, and Sir Launcelot took his 
»rse and rodo away, weeping, 
Aud at last Sir Launcelot was ware of a hermit- 
I and a chapel, and then ho heai-d a little bell 
ing to mass ; nnd thither he rode and alighted, and 
ted his horso to the gate, and heard mass. And he 
tat sang the mass was the hermit with whom Sir 
idivero had token up his abode ; and Sir Bedivere 
WW Sir Launcelot, and they spake together after 
But when Sir Bcdivere bad told his tale, 
Launcelot's heart almost burst for sorrow. 
I he kneeled down, and prayed the hermit to 
b'ivo him, and besought that he might be his 
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brotlier. Then the hermit said, "I will gladly" 
and then he put a liabit upuii Sir LAuucelot, 
there he served God day and night, witli prayon 
and fastings. 

And the great host abode at Dover till the end a 
the fifteen days set by Sir Lauricelot, and tlion Sij 
Bohort made tliem to go home again to thoir owiK 
country ; and Sir Bohort, Sir Hector de Marys, Sis 
Blamor, and many others, took on them to r 
through all England to seek 8ir Laancelot. So Sif| 
Bohort by fortune rode imtil ho came to the s 
chapel where Sir Laiincolot was ; tuid when he s 
Sir Lauucelot in that manner of clothing, ho prayed 
the hermit that he miglit be iu that same. And s 
there was an habit put upon bim, and there i 
lived in prayers and fasting. Ajid nnthin half I 
year came others of the kiiigbts, Un'ir fellows, i 
took such a liabit as Sir Launcelot and Sir Bohoi 
had. Thus they endured in great penance : 
years. 

And upon a night there came a vision to i 
Launcelot, and charged him to basic him towi 
Almesbury, and " by the ' time thou come then 
tbon shalt find Queen Gucnever dead." Then i 
Launcelot rose np early, and told the hermit th< 
Tlien said the hermit, " It were well that ye )Uw>bc 
not tliis vision." ^Vnd Sir Launcelot look bis wvai 
companions with him, and on foot tliey went I 
Glastonbury to Almeslniry, which is mora thai 
thirty miles. And whon they wore come to AltuuM 
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|tiiirf, tlicy fmuiil tliat Quoen Gucnevor died but 

half an hour before. Then Sir Launuelut saw ber 

visage, but ho wq>t not greatly, but siglicil. And 

_ 60 he did all the obscr%'Bnce of the service biinself, 

I the " dirigo " at night, and at morn lie sang 

And there was prepared an horse-bier, niid 

r Launcelot and liia fellows followed the bier on 

Ejbot from Almesbury until they came to Glahtoii- 

tbury; and she was wrapped in cerod clothes, and 

laid In a cofiin of marble. Ajid when she was put 

I the earth, Sir Launcelot swooned, and lay long 

i one dead. 

And Sir Launcelot never after ate but little meat, 
[ nor drank ; but continually inourne<h And within 
c weeks Sir Launcelot fell sick; and he sent for the 
L bcrrait aiid all his true fellows, and said, " Sir licr^ 
I mit, I pray you give mo all my rights that a Chris- 
L li&a man ought to hare." "It shall not need," said 
I the hermit aud all his fellows ; " it is but heaviness 
of your blood, aud to-morrow morn you shall he 
■ well." " Jly fair lords," said Sir Launcelot. " my 
I careful body will into the earth ; I have warning 
I mure than now I will say ; therefore give inc my 
Irighta." So when he was houseled aud ancled. 
[ftud had all that a Christian man ought to have, he 
Lpraycd the hermit that his fellows might bear liis 
lliody to Joyous (larde, (Some men eay it was Ahi- 
, and some say it was Bamborough.) " It ro- 
wnteth me aoi-e," said Sir Launcelot, "* but I made 
■ aforclimc that in Joyous Garde 1 would be 
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biiriod," Tlicii there was weeping and wringing of 1 
liniids among )iis fellows. And that night Sir Lauo> I 
CL'lot died ; and when Sir Boliort and his fellows I 
came to his bedside the nest morning, they found j 
htm stark dead ; and he lay as if lie had smiled, 
and the sweetest saTor all about him that ever they I 
knew. 

And they put Sir Lamicclot into the same horso- I 
bier that Queen Guonover was laid in, and the Iicp- I 
mit and thuy all together went with the body till ] 
they came to Joyous Gardo. And there they laid ] 
his corpse iu the body of the quire, and sang and J 
read many psalms and prayers over him. And ever j 
his visage wa* kid open and naked, that all folks I 
might behold liim. And right thus, as tliey vara I 
at their service, there came Sir H^lor dd Moris, I 
that had seven years sought Sir Launcelot hta I 
brother, through all England, Bcotloiid, and Wolcs. I 
And when Sir Hector hoard such sounds in ths j 
chapel of Joyous Garde, ho alighted and camo into j 
the quire. And all they know Sir Iluctor. Thou I 
went Sir Boliort, and told hira how there lay Sir I 
Launcelot his brother dead. Then Sir Uector lltrow I 
his shield, his eword, and licbu from him. And 1 
when he beheld Sir Launcelnt's visage, it were hard 
for any tongue to tell the doleful complaiiiU lie made 
for his brother. "All, Sir Launcelot!" IwJ mid, 
" there tltou liest. And .now 1 daro to say thon J 
wort never matched of none earthly kniplit's hand, f 
And tliou wert the courtiiouaoKt knight tliut uTi:r I 
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I bare bIiioM ; and tliou wert the truest friend to tliy 

r tliat ever bestrode horse ; and thou wert the 

[iruest lover, of a sinfiil man, tliat ever lovod woman ; 

Uid thou wert the kindest man that ever struck with 

■sword. j\jid thou wert the goodliest person that 

■•ver came among press of kniglits. And thou wert 

B meekest man, and the gentlest, that ever ato in 

lull among ladies. And thou wert tlie sternest 

Ikuight to thy mortal foe that ever put spear in the 

Then there was weeping aud dolor out of 

icasure. Thus they kept Sir Ijanncelol's coqjse 

fifteen days, aud then they buried it with great 

^devotion. 

Then they went back with the hermit to his her- 
oitago. And Sir Bodivorc was there ever still her- 
■nut to his life's end. And Sir Bobort, Sir Hector, 
[ Bir Blamoi', and Sir Bleoberis went hito tlie Holy 
L Jtond. And liiose four knights did many battles 
l-npan-the luiscreants, the Turks; and there they 
[died upon a Good Friday, as it pleased God. 



Thus cndeth this noble and joyous book, entitled 
I La Morte d'^^Jthur; notwithstanding it treatetli of 
I llie birth, life, and acts of the said King Arthur, and 
■of his noble Knights of the Round Table, their nmr- 
rcllous Guqucsts and adventures, the achieving of 
Piho Sangreal. and. in the end, Ic Morte d'Arthur, 
I with the dolorous death and departing out of tbia 
[world of them all. Which book was reduced into 
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English bj Sir Thomas Mallorj, Knight, aad divided 
into twentj-one books, chaptered and imprinted and 
finished in the Abbey Westmestre, the last daj of 
July, the year of our Lord MCCCGLXXXY. 



Caxton me fieri fecit. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE BRITONS. 



The earliest inhabitants of Britain are supposed 
to liave been a branch of that great family known 
in history by tlie designation of Celts. Cambria, 
which is a frequent name for Wales, is thought to 
be derived from Cymri, the uame vliich Uio Welsh 
traditions apply to an immigrant people wlio en- 
tered the island from the adjacent continent. This 
name is thought to be identical with tliose of Cim- 
merians and Cimbri, under which the Greek and 
Roman Iiistorians describe a barbarous people, wlio 
spread tliemselves from the north of tlie Euxino 
over the whole of Northwestern Europe, 

Tlie origin of tlie names Wales and Welsh has 
been much canvassed. Some writers make them a 
derivation from Gael or Gaul, whicli names are 
said to signify " woodlandcra " ; others observe that 
Walsh, in the Northern languages, signifies u slran- 
ger, aMd that the aboriginal Britons were so cidled 
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by thoso wlio at a later era invaded the island and 
possessed the gi-eatcr pai't of it, the Saxons and 
Angles. 

The Romans held Britwn from the invasion of 
Julius Caesar till their voluntary withdrawal &t)m 
the island, A. D, 420, — tliat is, about five htindred 
years. In that time there must have been a wide 
diHiision of their arts and institutions among the 
natives. The remains of roads, cities, and fortifica- 
tions show that they did much to develop and im- 
prove the coimtry, wliile those of their villas and 
castles prove that many of the settlers possessed 
wealth and taste for the ornamental arts. Tct the 
Roman sway was sustained chiefly hy force, and 
never extended over tlie entire island- The north- 
ern portion, now Scotland, remained independent, 
and the western portion, constituting Wales and 
Cornwall, was only nominally subjected. 

Neither did the later invadijig hordes succeed in 
subduing the remoter sections of the island. For 
ages after the arrival of the Saxons under Hen- 
gist and Horsa, A. D. 449, the whole western 
coast of Britain was jK>ssessed by the alioriginal 
inhabitants, engaged in constant warfare with tbe 
invaders. 

It has, therefore, been a favorite boast of the peo- 
ple of Wales and Cornwall, that tlio original BriliKli < 
stock flourislies in its unmixed purity only among I 
them. Wo see this notion flashing out iu poetry 
i when Gray, iu " The Bunl," 



plietically describing Queen Elizabeth, who was of 
tlie Tudor, a Welsh race, says : 

" Her ejT) proclaim) licr of llic Brilon line " ; 

and, contrasting the princes of the Tudor with those 
of the Norman race, ho exclaims : 

" All bail, JO eaDnint) kiugs, BniaDuia's iaaae, hail I " 
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THE WELSH LANGDAGE AND LITERATURE. 

The Welsh language is one of the oldest in Eu- 
rope. It possesses poems the origin of which is re- 
ferred witli probabiUty to the sixth century. The 
language of some of these is go antiquated, that the 
best scholars differ about the iutcrprotation of many 
passages ; but, generally speaking, the body of po- 
etry which the Welsli possess, from the year 1000 
downwards, is iutelligiblo to those who are acquaint- 
ed with the modern language. 

Till within the last half-century these composi- 
tions remained buried in the libraries of colleges or 
of individuals, and so difficult of access that no suc- 
cessful attempt was mado to give them to the worid. 
Tills reproach was removed, after ineffectual appeals 
to the patriotism of the gentry of Wales, by Owen 
Jones, a furrier of London, wlio at his own expense 
collected and published the chief productions of 
Welsh literature, under the title of the Myvyrian 
ArcliEGology uf Wales. In this task he was assisted 
by Dr. Owen and other Weleh scholars. 



After tlio cc^atioii of Jones's escrtioiis, the oW 
apatiiy rcturacd, aiid coiitiiiuud till Tilhin a few 
years. Dr. Owon exerted himself to obtain sui>port 
for the publication of tho Mahinogcoii or Proso Tales 
of tlie Welsh, but died without accom)>lishitig his 
purpose, which has since been carried into execu- 
tion by Lady Charlotte Guest. Tho legends which 
fill tho remainder of this volume are taken from this 
work, of which we have already spoken more fully 
in the introductory chapter to the First Part. 



THE WTXSH BABD9, 

The atithors to whom the oldest Welsh pocina 
arc attributed are Aueurin, who is supposed to have 
lived A. D. 500 to 550, and TalJesin, Llywarch 
Hen (Llywarch the Aged), and Myrddin or Merlin, 
who were a few years later. The autlienticity <rf 1 
the poems which bear Dieir names has been assailed, 
and it is still an opeu question how many and which 
of tliom are authentic, though it is hardly to bo 
doubted that some are so. The poem of Ancurin 
entitled the " Gododin," bears very strong marks 
of autlienticity. Aueurin was one of tho Nortlicrn 
Britons of Slrath-Clyde, who have loft to that part I 
of tho district they inhabited tlic name of Cumber- 
land, or Land of the Cymri. bi tliis poem he la- 
ments the defeat of his countrymen by the i^igucoiis i 
at tho battlo of Cattraeth, in coiisctiuenco of havuig 
partaken too freely of the mead befoi'c joining in I 
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combat. Tlio bard himself and two of his fellow- 
warriora were all who escaped from the field, A 
portion of this poem has been translated by Gray, 
of which tlio following is an extract : — 

" To Csttnelb'a nie, in elitlerine row, 
Twite two hundred wamora go ; 
Evrry warrior'* miitily nock 
Chiuns of regal honor deck, 
WriuuliiHl in man}' a golilcD link ; 
From the golden cup thef drink 
NocUl that the beea produce. 
Or Ibe gnpe's cxalivd juico. 
Flashed with mirth aod hopethoj bum. 
But none to Catlraeth's vale return, 
Save Aeron braTe, and Coaan strong. 
Burning through the bloodj throng, 
And I, the mcBDesI of them all. 
That lire to weep, and sing their fM." 

The »orkB of Taliesin aro of much more ques- 
tionable authenticity. There b a story of tho 
adventures of Taliesin so strongly marked with 
mythical traits as to cast suspicion on the writings 
attributed to him. This story will be fuund in tho 
nibsequeat pages. 

THE TRIADS. 

The Triads are a peculiar species of poetical com- 
position, of which the Welsh bards have left numer- 
ous examples. They are enuniGrations of a triad of 
persons, or events, or oliser\'ations, strunc together 
iu one short seutoncu. This form of com)K>sitiun, 
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originally inyented, in all likelihood| to assist the 
memory, has been raised by the Welsh to a degree 
of elegance of which it hardly at first sight appears 
susceptible. The Triads are of all ages, some of 
them probably as old as anytliing in the language. 
Short as they are indiridually, the collection in the 
Myyyrian Archeology occupies more than one 
hundred and seventy pages of double columns. 
We will give some specimens, beginning with per- 
sonal triads, and giving the first place to one of 
Eling Arthur's own composition: — 

^ I havo three heroes in hattle : 
Macl the tall, and Llyr, with his arniT, 
And Caradoc, the pillar of Wales." 

" The three principal bards of the island of Britain : — 
Merlin Ambrose 

Merlin the eon of Morfyn, called also Merlin the Wild, 
And Taliesin, the chief of the bards." 

** The three golden-tongned knights of the court of Arthur : — 
Gawain, son of Gwyar, 
Drydvas, son of Tryphin, 
And Eliwlod, son of Madag, ap Uther.' 



n 



'* The three honorable feasts of the island of Britain : — 
The feast of Caswallann, after repelling Julias Cssar from this isle; 
The feast of Aurclius Ambrosius, after he had conquered the Saxons ; 
And the feast of King Arthur, at Carleon upon Usk.' 



if 



Guonerer, the daughter of Laodegan the giant. 
Bad when little, worse when great." 



Next follow some moral triads : — 
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Haat thou heard what Dremhidydd snng. 

An ancient watchman on the castle walls 1 

A refusal is better than a promise unperformed." 

Hast thou heard what Llenleawg sung. 
The noble chief wearing the golden torques ? 
The grave is better than a life of want." 



" Hast thou heard what Garselit sung, 
The Irishman whom it is safe to follow ? 
Sin is bad, if long pursued." 

" Hast thou heard what Ayaon sung, 
The son of Taliesin, of the recording verse ? 
The cheek will not conceal the anguish of the heart** 

" Didst thou hear what Lly warch sung. 
The intrepid and brave old man ? 
Greet kindly, though there be no acquaintan9e." 



CHAPTER II. 
IHE LADY OF THE FOUNTAIN. 

KYNON'B ADVENTUltE. 

King Arthur waa at Caerloon upon Usk ; and 
ono day he 8at in his chamber, and witli him were 
Owain the son of Urien, and Kynon the son of 
Ctydno, and Kay the son of Kyner, and Gucnover | 
and her handmaidens at needlework by the window. 
In the centre of the chamber King Arthur sat, upon 
a sent of green rusliea," over which was spread a I 
covering of flamo-colorcd satin, and a cushion of rod 
eatin was under his elbow. 

Then Artluir spoko. " If I thought you would I 
not disparage me," said he, '• I would sleep while I 
I wait for my repast ; and you can entertain one 1 
another with relating tales, and can obtain a llagoa I 
of mead and some meat from Kay." And the king I 



> Tliu use of green tiulioi in Rpanmcnu wu hj no meaiu ] 
to the coart of Cacriiiin upon U>k. Oar taxtxttan Iwd a gtrM pi«- I 
ditcction for ihutn, rind (hvy Kcm lo liaie cunstiloKMl >n « 
iirticle, 001 only of comfort, but at liutuiy. The i-ustom uf wreiriiig I 
ihe Boot with nuhu a well knovm to liav« «xtiit(Ml In EngUnil ilnn- I 
iiig Oil) Middle Afv*. uul >!bo iu Fmncc. 
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Mrent to sleep. And Eynon the son of Clydno 

I Kay for that which Arthur had promised 

' I too wilt have the good talc which he 

!," said Kay, " Nay," answered Ky- 

' fairer will it be for tliee to fulfil Arthur's 

in the first ])!ace, and then we will tell tlico 

the best tale that we know." So Kay went to the 

kitchen and to the mead-.ccllar, and returned, bear- 

iag a flagon of mead, and a golden goblet, and a 

I handful of skewers, upon wliich were broiled collops 

r meat. Then they ate the collops, and began Kp 

I drink the mead. " Now," said Kay, " it is time 

I for you to give mo my story." " Kynou," said 
lOwaiu, " do thou pay to Kay the tale that is his 
\ due." " I will do so," answered Kyuon. 

" I was the only son of my mother and father, and 

I I was exceedingly aspiring, and my daring was very 
I great. I tliought there was no enterprise in the 
r world too mighty for mo ; and after I had achieved 
I all the adventures that were iu my owu country, I 
1 eqaipped myself, and set forth to journey thiough 

deserts and distant regions. And at length it 
. chanced that I came to the fairest valley in the 
world, wherein were trees all of equal growth ; and 
a river ran through the valley, and a path was by 
the side of the river. And 1 followed the path until 
midday, and continued my journey along the re- 
mainder of the valley until the evening ; and at ihe 
extremity of a plaiu I came to a large and lustrous 
ea8tle, at the foot of which was a torrent. And I 
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approached the castle, and tlicro I Iwlicld two yotitlis | 
with yellow curling hair, each with a frontk-t uf gold I 
upon his hoad, and clad in a ganuent of yellow eat- 
iu ; and they had gold clai-ps tiiwu their iiist«p». I 
In the hand of each of them was an ivory how, I 
strung with the macws of the stag, and their arrows I 
and their shafts were of the l)one of the whale, nnd I 
were winged with peacock's feathers. The i>]ian« I 
also had golden heads. And they had di^cgcrs with I 
blades of gold, and with hilts of the lionu of tba J 
wliule. And they were shooting at u murk. 

'■' AJid a little away from them I suw a man in tho I 
prime of life, with his beard newly shorn, clad in a I 
robe and mantle of yellow satin, and round the top I 
of his mantle was a hand of gold lace. Ou his fwt [ 
were shoos of Tariegated leather,* fastened hy two I 
bosses of gold. When I saw him I went towards I 
him and saluted him; and such was liis courtesy, I 
tliat he no sooner received my greeting than he ro- 1 
turned it. And he wont with me towards tho ctwtle. I 
Now there were no dwellers in tlie castle, except I 
those who were In one hall. And there I saw four I 
and twenty damsels, embroidering satin at a wiit- I 
dow. And this I tell thee, Kay, tliat the lea.st fair J 
of them was fairer tJian the fairest maid thou didst I 



• Caniical i» Uifl wonl in ike o 
wliich it u o-i.'il it ii eriildilly inl 
or CorIotM IrSthiT, whirh diriyei 
ti wna mBDofitctaivi]. From tbi» c 



iBinal. ui4 fmiii llie manatr In I 
nilril for tho Fraiich (^nluDBtt | 
ils [iiitno IVoiti ('■onlor*, wl 
mea olw our lSnull«h word e 
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over bohold in tlic island of Britain ; and tiio least 
lovely of tliem was more lovely than Guenever, the 
wife of Arthur, when sho appeared loveliest, at the 
feast of Easter. They rose up at my coming, and 
six of tliem took my horse, Kud divested me of my 
armor, and six others took my arms, and washed 
them in a vessel till they were perfectly bright. 
And the third six spread cloths upon tlie tables, and 
prepared meat. Ajid the fourth six took off my 
soiled garments, and placed others upon me, name- 
ly, On under vest and a doublet of fine linen, and a 
rotie and a sureoat, and a mantle of yellow satin, 
with a broad gold band upon the mantle. And they 
placed cushions hotli beneath and around me, with 
coverings of red linen. And I sat down. Now the 
six maidens who had taken my horse unharnessed 
him as well as if they bad been the best squires iu 
the island of Britain. 

"Then behold tliey brought bowls of silver, where- 
in was water to wash, and towels of linen, some yreeii 
and some white ; and 1 washed. And iu a little 
while the man sat down at the table. And I sat 
next to lum, and holow me sat all the maidens, ex- 
cept those who waited on us. Andthe table was of 
silver, and the clotlis upon tiic table were of linen. 
And no vessel was served upon the tabic that was not 
citiier of gold or of silver or of buffalo-born. And 
our mottt was brought to us. And verily, Kay, I 
saw there every sort of moat and every sort of liquor 
Lli&t I ever saw elscwhore ; hut the moat and the 
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liquor were better served there than I ever saw 
them in any other place. 

*' Until the rcpaat was half over, neither the man | 
nor any one of the damsels spoke a single word to | 
me ; but when the man perecivcd that it would be . 
more agreeable for me to convei'se than to cat any 
more, ho began to inquire of me who I was. Tlicn 
I told the man who I was, and what was tho causo 
of my journey, and said that I was seeking whether 
any oue was aupcriop to mo, or whether I could gain 
tbo mastery over all- The man looked upon me, 
and he smiled and said, ' If I did not fear to do thee 
a uiiBchief, I would show thee that which thou seek- 
est.' Then I desired him to sptrak freely. And he 
said : ' Sleep here to-night, and in the morning arise ' 
early, and take the road upwards through Uio tbX- ' 
ley, until thou reaehcst the wood. A little way I 
withui tho wood tliou wilt come to a large shitltcrod I 
glado, with a mound in the centre. And thou wilt j 
see a black miui of groat stature on the top of Iho I 
mound. lie has but one foot, and one eye iu the f 
middle of his forehead. Ho is tlie wood-ward of that I 
wood. And Ihou wilt sec a thousand wild animals ' 
grazing around him. Inquire of him the way out | 
of tho ghidc, and ho will reply to thco hrioiiy, and I 
will point out tho road by which thou shall find I 
that which tliou art iu quest of.' 

"And long Boomed that nii^ht to me. Aiid tlio I 
next morning I arose and ecpiipju^l mvMlf, iDd I 
mouutod my horse, and proceeded sti-aiglit tlirough I 
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llic valley to the wood, and at length I arrived at 
the glado. And thu Hack luaii was there, sitting 
tipon the top of the mound; and I was three times 
more astonished at the number of wild animals tliat 
I beheld, than the man had said I should be. Then 
I inquired of him the way, and Iio asked me roughly 
wliither I would go, Aiid when I had told him who 
I was, and wliat I sought, ' Talte,' said he, ' that 
path that leads toward tlio head of the glade, and 
there thou wiit find an open space like to a lai-ge 
valley, and in the midst of it a tail tree. Under this 
tree is a fountain, and by the side of the fountain a 
marble slab, and on the marble slab a silver bowl, 
ftttaclied by a chain of silver, that it may not ho car- 
ried away. Take tho bowl, and throw a bowlful of 
water ou the slab. And if tlioxi dost not find trou- 
ble in that adventure, thou necdcst not Beck it dur- 
ing tlio rt'st of thy life,' 

" So 1 journeyed on until I reached tho Eitmmit 
of Uio etccp. And there I found everything as tho 
l>lack man had described it to me. And I went up 
the tree, and bcuealh it 1 saw the fountain, and 
its side the marble slab, and tho silver bowl far- 
med by tho chaiu. Then I took the bowl, and cast 
liowlful of water upou tho slab. And immediately 
heard a mighty peal of tlmnder, so that heaven 
id earth Beeraed to tremble with its fury. And 
the tlmnder came a shower ; and of a truth I 
thee, Kay, tliat it was such a shower as neither 
nor beast could endure and live. I turned my 
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horse's flank toward the shower, and placed tlio Wal 
of my sliield over his head and nock, while I bela 
the upper part of it over niy own neck. Ajid thus 
I withstood the shower. And presently the sky bo- 
came clear, and with that, behold, the birds ligbto^ 
upon the tree, and sang. And truly, Kay, I nen 
heard any melody equal to that, either before < 
siiico. And when I was most charmed with liste 
ing to the birds, lo ! a chiding voice was beard Q 
one approacliing me, and saying: '0 knight, whtl 
has brought tbce hither ? What evil have I doai 
to theo, that tboii shouldst act towards me and mjj 
possessions as thou hast this day ? Dust thou iiol 
know that tlio shower to-day, has left in my domioj 
ions neither man nor boast aliyo that was cx] 
to it?' And thereupon, behold, a knight on a bla 
horse appeared, clothed in jet-black velvet, and flrit| 
a tabard of black lineu about him. And wo chi 
each other, and, as the onfeet was furious, it was noj 
long before I was ovcrtbrown. Then the knigl 
parsed the shaft of his lance through the bridtc-rc 
of my horse, and rode off wTtb tlio two horses, leart 
ing mo where I was. And he did not even besto 
so much notice upon mc as lo imprison me, nor di^ 
he despoil mo of my arms. So I rotnrned along th) 
road by wliicli I had come. And when 1 readto^ 
the glade where the black man was, I coufen t 
thee, Kay, it is a marvel tliat I did not melt dow 
into a liijuid pool, through tlio shame that I felt i 
the black man's dcrifiiou. And that niglit I c 
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to the same castle where I had spent the night pre- 
ceding. And I was more agreeably entertained 
that night than I had been the night before. And 
I conversed freely with the inmates of the castle ; 
and none of them alluded to my expedition to the 
fountain, neither did I mention it to any. And I 
remained there that night. When I arose on the 
morrow, I found ready saddled a dark bay palfrey, 
with nostrils as red as scarlet. And after putting 
on my armor, and leaving there my blessing, I re- 
turned to my own court. And that horse I still 
possess, and he is in the stable yonder. And I de- 
clare that I would not part with him for the best 
palfrey in the island of Britain. 

" Now, of a truth, Kay, no man ever before con- 
fessed to an adventure so much to his own discredit ; 
and verily it seems strange to me that neither before 
nor since have I heard of any person who knew of 
this adventure, and that the subject of it should 
exist within King Arthur's dominions without any 
other person lighting upon it." 



CHAPTER III. 



toe ukby of the fountain, contisced. 

owais'b adventure." 

"Now," quoth Owain, "would it uot bo well 1 
go and endeavor to discover that place ? " 

" By the hand of my friend," said Kay, 
dost thou utter that with thy tongue which tlivi 
wouldest not mako good with thy deeds." 

" In very truth," said Giienever, " it were bott 
thou wert lianged, Kay, than to use such uucoui 
teous epeoch towards a man like Owain." 

• Amoogrt all the cbnmctcn oTcarlj Brilisli hUtotj, noi 
inurciiiiTig, or occapin n moru mnspioBoiii plarc, than (lie hurt d 
IbU tnlo. Urion, hii f»ihcr, wu prince of Rhrgod, a illitrii-t mniprA 
ing the present Comlxrluid and pnrt ot ihe wyircul countrr, UU 
valor, ODil the conniiltmtion in which Iw wu held, otv A fit^oc 
theme of Bardic song, and form the cutijeci of uveml ttry (jilriie^ 
oile» by Taliesin. Among the Triadi ibtre ia one. relating to kina 
jl is thus tranilateil : — 

" Three Knighu of Battle were in the nrait (if Anbnr : Oidviri 
Ihc Earl of Cornwall, LHunivlul du Lut^. and Onain the wd cf UtM 
And thi* was their chiirtictcritlit-, — (hnl the/ would not m 
bniile, neitlier for spvar, nur (br oiniw, tior for awonl. And Anl 
never hnd ihunc in luUile Iba da; be mw tliclr fiww Ita 
the; ware called the Iuiij;liu of Baltic." 
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" By the hand of my friend, good lady," said 
Eny, " tliy praise of Owaiu is not greater than 



With tliat Arthur awoke, and asked if he had not 
Ibeen sleeping a little. 

"Yes, lord," answered Owain, "thoa hast slept 
§ftwhile." 

" Is it time for us to go to meat ? " 
" It is, lord," said Owain. 

Then the horn fur washing was sounded, and 

I the king and all liis household sat down to eat. 

f And when the meal was ended, Owain withdrew to 

his lodging, and made ruady his horse and liis 

arms. 

On the morrow with the dawn of day he put on 

Lbis armor, and mounted his cliarger, and travelled 

Bthrough distant lands, and over desert mountains. 

1 And at length ho arrived at the valley which Kynon 

liad described to him, and he was certain that it was 

ptlie same that he sought. And journeying along 

> valley, by tlio side of the river, ho followed its 

jourso till he came to the plain, and within sight of 

I'tlio castle. Wlien he approached the castle, he saw 

■the youths shooting with their bows, in the place 

■where l^ynoii had seen them, and the yellow man, 

I whom the castle belonged, standing hard by. 

And no sooner had Owain saluted the yellow man, 

tlian ho was saluted liy him in return. 

And ho went forward towards the castle, and 
there he saw the eliuniljcr; and when ho liad en- 
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ternd the chnml>cr, he beheld the maidens working 
at aatiii oiiibroidery, in cimins of gold. And tlw 
beauty and their comelinees oecniod to i^wain fal 
greater than Kyiioii had represented U> him. 
they arose to wait ii|)on Owain, as they had done fi 
Kynon. And the meul which they set liofore hid 
gave even more satisfaction to Owain than It hai 
done to Kynon. 

About tlie middle of the repast the yellow mai 
asked Owain the object of his jonrn(>y. And Owais 
made it known to hira, and said, " I am in quest 4 
the knight who g;uards the fountain." Upon tllH 
the yellow man smiled, and said that he was I 
loath to point out that adventure to him, as he h 
been to Kynon. However, he described the vbol^ 
to Owain, and they retired to rest. 

The next morning Owain found his horse i 
ready for him by tlio damsels, and ho set for^ 
and came to the glade whore the black r 
And the stature of the black man seemed moi 
wonderful to Owain than it had done to Kyiiond 
and Owain asked of him his road, and he sliowml { 
to him. And Owain followed the road till ho c 
to the green tree ; and he beheld the fountain, 
the slab beside the fountain, with the bowl npon id 
Ajid Owain took the howl and threw a howlftU t 
water upon the slab. And, lo! the thondcp i 
heard, and after the thunder came tb*s ehowet 
more violent than Kynon had described, and i 
the shower the sky became bright. And itau 
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I atc]r tlic birils camo and sottlcd upon tlie tree and 

I sang. And when tlii^ir song was most pleasing to 

[' Owain, he beheld a kuiglit coming towards liim 

I tbroiigli the valley ; and he prepared to receive 

I liiu, and encountered him violently. Having 

1 broken botli tlieir laiicos, they drew their swords 

and fought blade to blade. Then Owain struck 

the knight a blow through his helmet, bead-piece, 

and risor, and through the skin, and the flesh, and 

the bone, until it wounded the very brain. Then 

[ the black knight Telt that he had received a mortal 

I wound, upon which he turned his horse's head and 

I fled. And Owain pursued lilra, and followed close 

I upon him, although he was not near enough to 

I Btrike him with his sword. Then Owain descried a 

I Taat and resplendent castle ; and they came to the 

I castle gate. And the block kniglit was allowed to 

BjBDter, and the |K)rtcuUis was let fall upon Owain ; 

■ and it struck his horso behind the saddle, and cut 

Ijiim in two, and carried away the rowels of the 

r spurs that were upon Owain's heels. And the porU 

culliji descended to the floor. And tiie rowels of 

the spurs and part of the horse were without, and 

Owain with the other part of the horso remained 

LbetW(>en the two gates, and the inner gate was 

l^eloscd, BO that Owain could not go thence ; and 

rOwain van in a perplexing situation. And while 

Pie was in this state, lie could soo through an a]jer- 

B in tlie gat4) a street facing him, with a row of 

Fliouscs ou each side. And ho behold a maiden. 
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with yellow, curling liair, and a frontlet «r ^14 
upon licr lioad ; and sbe was clad in a dresE of yel 
low atiii, and on ber feet were shoes of Taricg:at« 
leather. And she approached the gale, and daj 
sired that it should be opened. " Heaven knov^ 
lady," said Owain, " it is no more posdble for t 
to open to tlieo from hence, thau it is for thee to si 
me free." And be told her his name, and who 1 
was. " Truly," said the damsel, " it is very i 
that thou cajist not be released ; and every wom 
ought to succor thee, for I know there is no OM 
more faithful in the service of ladies than thoi 
Therefore," quoth slie, "whatever is in luy pow 
to do for thy release, I will do it. Take ihi; 
and put it on thy finger, with the stone inside I 
hand, and close thy hand upon the stone. And I 
long as tliou coucealest it, it will conceal tlie 
When they come forth to fetch thee, they will I 
niuch grieved that they cannot find tliee. Aiid i 
will await thee on the horsoblocli yonder, and thai 
wilt be oIjIo to see me, though 1 cannot sue tliot 
Thereforo come and place thy hand npori my ifhui 
dcr, that I may know that thou art near nw 
by the way that I go hence, do Uioit accumpi 



Then tho maiden went away from Owain, ami I 
did all that she had told hint. And tlm poopht i 
tlie ca.'itio caiuo to seek Owain to put him Im <Ic« 
and when tlioy found nothing but Uio twif of I 
horse, tliey were srin-ly grieved. 
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And Owaiu vaiiislied from among tliem, and went 
to the maiden, and placed liis hand iipon her shoul- 
der ; whereupon she sot off, and Owain followed her, 
until they came to the door of a large and hcautiful 
cliarnVwr, and the maiden opened it, and they went 
in. And Owaio looked around the chamber, and 
behold there was iiot a single nail in it that was not 
painted witli gorgeous colors, and there was not a 
eiugle panel that had not sundry images in gold 
portrayed upon it. 

The maiden kindled a fire, and took water in a 
silver howl, and gave Owain water to wash. Then 
she placed before him a silver table, inlaid with 
gold; upon which was a cloth of yellow linen, and 
she brought him food. And, of a truth, Owaiu 
uevcr saw any kind of meat that was not there in 
abundance, but it was better cooked there than he 
had ever found it in any other place. And there was 
not one vessel from which be was served that was 
not of gold or of silver. Ajid Owain eat and drank 
until late ia the afternoon, when, lo ! they heard a 
miglity clamor in the castle, and Owain asked the 
maiden what it was, " They are administering cx- 
troQie unction," said she, "to tlie nobleman who 
owns the castle." And she prepared a couuli for 
Owain which was meet for Arthur himself, and 
Owain went to sleep. 

And a little after daybreak he hoard an cxceed- 
il^; luud clamor and wailing, and he asked the 
maiden wliat was the cause of it. " They are bear- 
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ii]g to tlic churcli the body of the uobleuaan who I 
owned the caslJe," 

Aiid Owaiii rose up, and clothed himself, and! 
opened a window of tlie chamber, and hxiked to- 1 
wards the castle ; and he could see neither the boundafl 
nor the extent of t)ic hosts that &Ued the etroets.] 
And they were fully armed ; and a vast number ofa 
women were with them, both on horseback and oaf 
foot, and all tho ecclesiastics iu tho city siu^ng.f 
lu the midst of tho throng he beheld tlie bter, ovcfl 
which was a veil of white linen ; aud wax tapurs ' 
were burning beside and aroiuid it; and iionu that | 
supported tlie bier was lower in rank, than a power- , 
ful baron. 

Never did Owain see an assemblage bo gorgeous I 
with silk* and satin. And, following tlie traiu, he I 
beheld a lady with yellow hair falling over bar ] 
shoulders, and stained with blood ; and about Iidr a 
drcag of yellow satin, which was torn. Upon ber J 
feet were shoes of variegated leather. And Et wufl J 
a marvel that tho ends of her Qugers wuro not I 

* Bi'fore the sixth nstiturj', all tlie silk neul bv EaToptaiw bad 1 
bocn brought to ilicm liy ibp Sore*, the onoMiorB of the immn I 
BoDkliKrinns, whence it dcrirnl its Lntin tuuno of Sojol In Ml \ 
thv Kilkworm vas bn>a^lit hy too monks to Cniutiuituu>|ili! : iiul thf I 
inniiufnrtim of (ilk was conlinml to tlie (Irmfc cRi|iiiv till thfi j 
1130, wbcn Roger, Line ofSirilj-, returning from a ctuhuK coQecml I 
tame amnufiicturers ftnm Allien* nud Curinlh, and ntalilulutd ifana J 
at PoleriDo, ffhuncc tlio irailc vu pudaBllT iliiocmlnun] otv I 
Ilalj- The yarielip* "f 'ilk smfli known mt Ihit linie were rplrt^l 
unlin (which WBi called $aimtr],nni taffclT (odlnl Mub/or « 
11 of which were occasiolKlly itilchcd wiib ^Id and ttl«r. 
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I bniiscd from tlio violence ■with which sho smote her 
I hands together. Truly she would have been the 
fairest lady Owaiii ever saw, had she been in her 
usual guise. And her cry was louder tliau the 
slioiit of tlio men or the clamor of tlio trumpeta. 
No sooner liad he beheld the lady tliau he became 
inflamed with her love, so that it took entire jmsses- - 
I eion of him. 

Tlieii be inquired of the mnideEi who tlic lady 

( was. "Heaven knows," replied tlie maiden, "she 

is the fairest, and tlie most chaste, and the most lib- 

' cral, and the most noble of women. Slio is my 

mistress, and she is called the Countess of the 

Fonntain, the wife of him whom thou didst slay 

yesterday," "Verily," said Owain, "she is the 

woman that I love best." " Verily," said the 

' maiden, " she shall also love thee, not a little." 

Then tlie maiden prepared a repast for Owain, 

and truly ho tliought he had never licforc so good a 

meal, nor was ho over eo well served. Then she 

left him, and went towards the castle. \Vlien she 

Lcome there, she found nothing but mourning and 

Psorrow ; and the Comitoss in her chamber could not 

Lbear tlio sight of any one throngh gi-icf. Luued, 

f for that was tlio mime of the maiden, salut^id her, 

Lbut the Countess answered her not. And the 

luuiiden bont down towards her, and said, " Wiat 

laileth tljoo, that thou anHwerest no one to-day?" 

fc"Lunod," said the Countess, "what change hath 

FbefcUeu thee, that thou hast nut come to visit me in 
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my grief. It was -wrong in tliee, aiid I bo sorely 
afflicted. " "Truly," said Luned, "I thought thy 
good sense was greater tlian I find it to be. Is it 
well for thee lo mourn after that good man, or for 
auything else that thou canst not have ? " "I de- 
clai-e to Heaven," said the Cotmtess, "that in tJie 
whole world there is not a mau equal lo Iiim." 
" Not BO," said Luued, " for aii ugly man would 
be as good as. or better tlian he." " I declare to 
HcaTen," said the Countess, " tliat were it not re- 
pugnant to mo to put to death one whom 1 have 
brought up, I would have thee executed, for making 
such a comparison to me. As it is, 1 will baiUKh 
thee." " I am glad," said Luned, " that thou hast 
no other cause to do so than tiiat I would have been 
of service to thee, wliere thou didst not know wliat , 
was to thine advantage. Henceforth, eril betide | 
whichever of us shall make the first advarico to- I 
wards reconciliation to the other, whether I f^ioiiltl * 
seek on invitation from thee, or thou of thine owu i 
accord shouldst send to invite me." 

With that Luned went forth ; and the Countess | 
arose and followed her to the door of tlio rhamber, 
and began coughing loudly. And when Luned ( 
looked back, the Countess beckoned to her, and she i 
returned to the Countess. " In truth," said the I 
Countess, " evil is thy disposition ; but if titan J 
knowcst what ia to my advantage, declare it to me." J 
" I will do so," said she. 

"Thou knowest that, except by warfare and a 
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it 13 impossible for thoo to preserve tliy possessions ; 
delay not, theroforo, to seek some one who can de- 
fend them." " And liow can I do that ? " said tlio 
Couatcss. " I will tell tlice," said Lniicd ; " unless 
Ihou canst defend tlie fountain, thou caiist not 
I maiutaiu thj dominions ; and no one can defend the 
I fountain cxecpt it be a knight of jVi'tbur's household. 
' I will go to Arthur's court, and ill betide me if I re- 
turn not tlience with a warrior wlio can guard tlic 
fountain as well as, or even better than he who 
defended it formerly." " That will be hard to per- 
form," said the Countess. " Go, however, and make 
proof of that which thou hast promised." 

Limed set out under the pretence of going to Ar- 
Uiur's court ; but she went back to the mansion 
where she had left Owain, and she tarried there 
ng as it might have taken her to travel to the 
' court of King Arthur and back. And at the end of 
y that time she apparelled herselT, and went to visit 
i tlte Countess. And the Cuuntcss was much rejoiced 
i Then she saw her, and inquired what news she 
I brought from the court. " I bring thee the l>cst of 
J news," said Luned, " for I have compassed the ol)- 
l ject of my mission. When wilt thou that I should 
} present to thee the chicllain who haa como with mo 
i hither ? " " Bring him here to visit me to-morrow," 
\ said the Countess, " and I will cause the town to be 
I assembled by that time." 

And Luned returned home. And the next day, 
kat noon, Owaiu arrayed himself in a coat and a sur- 
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coat, and a mantle of yellow salin, upon which vas 
a broad liaiid of gold lace ; and oa Ins feci wcrt> high 
shoes of variegated leather, which were fastened by 
gohleii clasps, in the form of lions. And Uicjr pro- 
ceeded to the chamber of the Countess. 

Right glad was the Countess of their coming. 
And she gazed steadfastly iipon Owain, aiid wtid, 
" Luncd, this knight has not the look of a traveller." 
" "Wliat harm is there in that, Indy ? " said Luned. 
" I am oortnin," said the Countess, " that no other 
man tlian tbis chased the soul from the body of my 
loi-d." "So much the better for tlioo, lody," said 
Luned, " for had ho not been stronger than tliy 
lord, he could not have deprived hira of life. There 
is no remedy for that which is past, be it as it may." 
" Go back to thine abode," siud tlio Countess, *' and I 
I will take counsel." 

The next day the Countess caused a]l her subjects I 
to assemble, and showed them that her earldom vu \ 
left defenceless, and that it could not be prot«5Ctod 
hut with horse and arms, aud military skill. " Thdre- j 
fore," said she, *'this is what I offer for your choice: 
cither let one of you take mo, or give your consent I 
for me to take a liusbaud from elsewhere, to defiuid j 
my dominions." 

80 they came to the detenuination that it was 
better that she should have permission to miury 
some one from olsewhero ; and tliereupon mho sent 
for the bishops and arehbisliops, to cclchnito hur 
nuptials with Owain. Aud the men of the e 
did Owain lioraage. 
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And Owain defended the fountain with lance and 
sword. And this is the manner in which he de- 
fended it. Whensoever a knight came there, he 
overthrew him, and sold him for his full worth. 
And what he thus gained he divided among his 
barons and his knights, and no man in the whole 
world could be more beloved than he was by his 
subjects. And it was thus for the space of tliree 
years.* 

* There exists an ancient poem, printed among those of Taliesin, 
called the Elegy of Owain ap Urien, and containing several very 
beautiful and spirited passages. It commences : 

" The soul of Owain ap Urien, 
May its Lord consider its exigencies^ 
Reged's chief the green turf coyers.** 

In the course of this Elegy, the bard, alluding to the incessant war- 
&re with which this chieftain harassed his Saxon foes, exclaims : 



" Could England sleep with the light upon her eyes ! 
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THE LADT OF THE FOUNTAIN, CONTDTUED 



GAffAIN S ADTENTCBB. 

It befell that, as Gawain went fortli one day with I 
King Arthur, lie perceived him to be very ead and I 
sorrowful. Ajid Gawain was much grieved to » 
Arthur in this state, and ho questioned him, saii*ing, 
" my lord, what lias befallen thee ? " " In sooUt, 
Gawain," said Arthur, " I am grieved concerning 
Owain, whom I liave lost these three years ; and I 
shall certainly die if the fourth year pass witlioitt j 
my seeing him. Now I am sure that it is through 
the tale which Kynon, the eon of Clydno, related, ' 
that I have lost Owain." "There is no need for I 
thee," said Gawain, "to summon to arms tliy wholo i 
dominions on this account, for than thyself, ajid the i 
men of thy household, will be able to avenge Owitia J 
if ho be skm, or to set him freo Ef ho he in prison *i 
and, if alive, to bring him back with thee." Aud il'| 
was settled according to what Gawain had said. 

Then .Vrthur and the men of hia household pn>-l 
pared to go and suck Owain. And Kyuon, the s 
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of Clydno, acted as their guide. And Arthur came 
to tho castlo where Kynori had been before. And 
when ho came there, the youths wore shootiug in 
tho some jilnce, and tho yellow man was standing 
hard by. When the yellow man saw Arthur, ho 
greeted him, and iurited him to tho castle. And 
Arthur accepted his invitatiou, and they entered 
thiS castle together. And great as was the number 
of his rotinuo, their presence was scarcely observed 
in tlie castle, so vast was its extent. And tho maid- 
ens rose up to wait on them. And tho service of 
tho maidciiB appeared to them all to excel any at- 
tendance they had ever met with ; and even tho 
pages, who had charge of the horses, wore no worse 
served that night than Arthur himself would have 
bcGu u) his own palace. 

The next morning Arthur set out thence, with 
Kynon for his guide, and cumo to the place where 
tlie black man was. And the stature of the black 
man was more surprising to Arthur than it had 
been represented to him. And they came to tho 
top of the wooded steep, and traversed the valley, 
till they reached tho green tree, where they saw the 
fountain and tho bowl and the slab. jVnd upon tliat 
Kay came to Arthur, and spoke to him. " My lord," 
said he, " I know tho meaning of all this, and my 
request is that thou wilt permit mo to tlii-ow the 
water on the slab, and to receive tho first adventure 
\ that may befall." And Arthur gave him leave. 

Tlion Kay tlirew a bowlful of water upon the slab, 
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and inunediatcly there came the thimdpr, and ftftcr 
the thunder the sliowcr. Aiid euch a thuodcr-stoim J 
they had never known before. After the EhowurJ 
had ceased, the sky hecame clear, ami ou looking i^l 
the tree, they beheld it completely leafless. Tbcns 
the birds descended upon the tree. And the son^fl 
of the birds was far sweeter than any strain theyf 
had over heard before. Then tlioy beheld a knight,! 
on a coal-black horse, clothed in black satin, coming^ 
rapidly towards them. And Kay met him and eu- 
couutcred bim, and it was not long heforo Kay wa> 
overthrown. And the knight withdrew. Aod Ar- 
thur and his host encamped for the night. 

And when they arose in the morning, they j 
ccived tbo Eignal of combat ujjon the lanco of thd 
knight. Tlien, one by one, all the household c 
Aithur went forth to combat the knight, until ther 
was not one that was not overthrown by him, execpl 
Arthur and Oawain. And Arthur armed hii 
to encounter the knight. " my lord," said Ga-I 
wain, " permit me to fight with him first." And| 
Arthur permitted him. And he went forth to met 
the knight, having over himself and Ins liorsc a a 
robe of honor, which had been sent him by tbfl] 
daughter of the Earl of Ithangyr, and in this dresi 
lie was not known hy any of the host. And Uw 
vhnrgi'd euch other, and fought all that day until 
the evening. And neither of them mi» aUe to n«-j 
horse the other. Ami so it was the next day ; llicjj 
bi-oko tlieir lances in the sliotk, but iieilht'r of then 
could oblain the mn?tery. 
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And the tliird day tliey fought with exceeding 
I strong lances. AqiI they were incensed with rage, 
raiid fought furiously, even until noon. And tliey 
I gave each other such a shock, that the girths of 
I their homes were broken, so that they fell over their 
fhorses' crupjwirs to the ground. And tlicy rose up 
p speedily and drew their swords, and resumed tlie 
I etimbat. And all they that witnessed their encoun- 
I ter felt assured that tlicy had never before seen two 
■ znen so valiant or so powerful. And had it been 
I midnight, it would Imve been light, from the fire 
Itliat flashed from their weajwus. And the knight 
I gave Oawain a blow that turned liis helmet from off 
1 liis face, so Uiat the knigbt saw that it was Gawain. 
pTIien Owain said, "My lord Gawain, I did not 
know thee for my cousin, owhig to the roho of honor 
that enveloped thee ; take my sword and my arms." 
Said Gawain, "Thou, Owuin, art the victor; take 
I thou my sword," And with that Arthur saw that 
■tlicy were conversing, and advanced toward them. 

" My lord Arthur," said Gawain, " hero is Owain, * 
I who has vanquished me, and will not take my arms." 
I "My lord," said Owain, "it is he tliat has van- 
squished me, and he will not take my sword." 
I "Give me your swords," said Arthur, "and then 
Ineither of you has vanquished the other." Thou 
kOwain put his arms roimd Arthur's neck, and tboy 
Kembraccd. And all the host hurried forward to sen 
■Owain, aud to embrace him. And there was ni^'h 
Ibeing a loss of life, so great was the press. 
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And tlicy rotirod that uight, and the next dajH 
Arthur prepared to depart. " My lord," 
Owain, ''this is not well of thee. For I bar* 
been absent from Utec theso three years, ajid duriiia 
all that time, up to this very day, I have bven [<n 
paring a banquet for thee, knowing that thoiJ 
wouldst come to seek me. Tarry with me Uicra 
fore, until thou and thy attendants have rccovi 
ercd the fatigues of the journey, and have 1 
anointed." 

And they all proceeded to tho castle of the Cauw 
tcss of the Fountain, and the banquec wliich I 
been three years preparing was consumed iu thn 
months. Never had they a more delicious or a 
able banqnet. And Arthur prepared to dupi 
Then he sent an embassy to the Cuuiitcss lo I 
seecli her to permit Owain to go with him, for t 
space of three months, that he might show him I 
the nobles and the fair dames of tlio island of Bri 
ain. And the Countess gave her conKOnt, altliou] 
it was very painful to her. So Owain came 1 
Arthur to the island of Britain. And when lie i 
once more amongst his kindred and friends, he i 
mained three years, instead of three months, witi 
them. 
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And as Owaiu one day sat at meat, in Uie city q 
Cuerkou upou Usk, behold a damsel eutui«4,il 
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)on a bay liorse,* with a curling mane, and covered 

Kuritli foam ; aud the bridle, aud as much as was seiin 

rof the saddle, were of gold. Aud tbe damsel was 

irrayed in a dress of yellow satin. Ajid she cumo 

» to Owain, and took tbe ring from oBf bis hand. 

•« Thus," eaid she, " sball bo treated the deceiver, 

Qie traitor, tbo faitliless, the disgraced, and the 

)eardless." And she turned ber horse's bead aud 

Bneparted. 

Then bis adventure came to Owaiu'a remera- 
rbrauco, and he was sorrowful. Ajid having fin- 
lishod eating, lie went to his own abode, and made 
ftpreparatious that night. And tbe next day he 
1 STOse, but did not go to the court, nor did ho ro- 
I turn to the Couutcss of the Fountaiu, but wandered 



• The nutom of riiliiig into u iinll wliilo ihc lord and his facxa 
nt ■! meat, niigtit Ins illu>ilrnlril l>y numeruux pasea^ii of uncii-ut ro- 
nunce and bisuny. But a (|uouiiion from Chauci'i-'t beautiful nnd 
hatf-told mId of Cunl)n£uin u «uffidcnt: — 

" And !o bsfcll that after the thrirtdp conrs, 
While that (his king eat ihus in hbi ntlili^r, 
Herkiag his miDstrailra tliii cliiiigtis play, 
Bcfome him at his bord deliciou^ly, 
In at ibe balle door nil wdenly 
Tber came a knight upon a stcdo of liras. 
And in his bond a brwl miirour of gins; 
Cpon hui thombd he bad of );old a ring. 
And hj his lidc n naked pvord hanging ; 
And np ho rid<Mh to tha higho bonl. 
In all tha balln no waa thcr apoke a irord, 
Fnrmcrvaillnnfihiiilinigbt; him to behold 
I SM butlly tliF}* waiua, joung anil olil." 
BS 
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to the distant p^rts of tlie earth and to niictiltinilo 
moimtaiiis. Aud be remaitiod tliere until all tilj 
apparel was worn out, and his body was wast 
away, and his hair was grown long. Aiid ho wci 
about with the wild hearts, and fed witli them, auti] 
they became familiar with him. But at length htm 
became so weak that ho could no longer bear them * 
company. Then ho descended from the mountains 
to the valley, and came to a park, that wqe the fair- 
est in the world, and belonged to a charitable Indy. 

One day the lady and her attendants went fordj 
to walk by a lake that was in tlio middle of thfll 
park. jVjid they saw the form of a man, lying as {j 
dead. And they were terrified, Keverthcless llioj 
went near him, and touched him, and they saw that 
there was life in liim. And the lady returned I 
the castle, and tuok a flask fidl of precious oiutdcnl 
and gave it to one of hor maidens. " Go with this,*^ 
said she, " and tako with thco yonder horse, 
clothing, and place them near the man we saw jud 
now; and anoint him with this balsam near 1 
heart; and if there is life in him, ho will reriv 
tlirough the efticiency of tliis balsam. Tlieu waui 
what he will do," 

And the maiden departed from her, and went a 
poured of tlio balsam uiwn Owain, and left UJ 
horse and the garments Imrd by, and went u Uttl 
way olT and hid herself to watch him. In & shu 
time, she saw him bcgni tu tnoro ; and ho ra«o ud 
and looked at his pen^on, and lH:ciuno axhamed < 
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be unseemliQess of tiis appearance. Then he pcr- 
i the horse and the garmcuts that were near 
And he clothed himself, and with difficulty 
lountcd the horse. Then the damsel discovered 
lierself to hitn, and saluted him. Ajid lie and the 
maiden proceeded to the castle, and the maiden 
conducted him to a pleasant chamhcr, and kindled 
k a fire, and loft him. 

And he stayed at the castle three mouths, till he 

I was restored tu his former guise, and became even 

Isiore comely tlian lie had ever been before. And 

BOwain rendered signal semce to tho lady, in a con- 

■troversy with a (wwcrful ticiglibor, so that he made 

[lie requital to her for tier hospitality ; and he 

: his departure. 

1 as he Journeyed ho heard a loud yelling in a 

And it was repeated a second and a tliird 

And Owaiu went towards the spot, and be- 

l a liugo craggy mound, in the middle of tho 

1 tliu side of which waa a gray ruck. And 

Piere was a cleft in the rock, and a i:eri>eut was 

rithiii the cleft. .\nd near the rock stood a black 

ion, and every time the lion sought to go thence 

B seqtent darted towards him to attack him. And 

n lUi^ieat.hod his sword, and draw near to tlie 

; and as the serfiont sprung out ho struck him 

1 his sword and cut him in two. And he dried 

a Bwonl, and went on his way as before. But bo- 

lohl the lion followed him, and played alwut him, 

it had hocu a greyhound tliat he had 
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Tliey j»roceeded thus throughout Uio day, i 
the evening. And when it was time for Owain t 
take Iiis rest, he dismounted, and turned his hora 
loose in a flat and wooded meadow. And he strucH 
fire, and when the fire was kindled, the lion broitglq 
him fuel enough to last for tliree nights. Ajid the 
lion disappeared. Ajid presently tliu Hon rcturnodj 
bearing a fine large roebuck. And he threw I 
down before Owain, who went towards the 1 
with it. 

And Owain took the roebuck, and skinned it, on^ 
placed collops of its flesh ujwii skewers ronnd I 
fire. The rest of the buck ho gave to the lion I 
devour. "Wliile lie was so employed, he heard I 
deep groan near hun, and a second, and a. thiti 
And the place whence the groans proceeded was i 
cave in the rock ; and Owain went near, and callo 
out to know who it was that groaned so pttcouslfj 
And a voice answered, " I am Luncd, the baud^ 
maiden of the Countess of the Fouut^n," *' Aolj 
what dost thou here?" said he. "I am impriH 
oncd," said she, " on account of the knight whl 
camo from Arthur's court, and man-ied tlie Coai 
ess. And he staid a tihort time with tier, bnt fa 
ftOerwards departed for the court of Arthur, and li 
not nMurncd tiiico. And two of tlie Couutc 
p)^p» traducud him, and called him a doodTf 
And bccaum I said 1 would vouch for it Its void 
couio bclbro loug and uiaiutain liis cause agaiui 
both of Umu, thejT imjirboDcd mo in >bi<i »n 



: tADT OF THE FOCIfTAIIT. 



S98 



jil that I should bo put to death, unless he camo 

|io deliver me, by a certain day ; and that is no fur- 

Iher off tliun t«-inoiTOw, and I have no one to send 

seek liini for me. His name is Owain, the son of 
prion.'* " And art thou certain that if that knight 

tnew all this, ho would como to thy rescue ? " "I 

1 moat certain of it," said she. 

Wlion the coUojis were cooked, Owain divided 

■Ibem into two parts, between himself and the 

' maiden, and then Owain laid himself down to deep; 

and never did sentinel keep sti-icter watch over his 

lord, tliaii tlie lion tliat night over Owain. 

And the next day there came the two pages with 
■>• great troop of attendants to take Limed from lier 
Kaell, and put lior to death. And Owain asked them 
irhat cliai-ge they had against her. And they told 
I of tlie compact tliat was between them ; as the 
laiden had dojic tlio night before. "And," said 
Ihey, "Owaiu has failed her, therefore we ai-e tak- 
ing her to be burnt." "Truly," said Owain, "ho 

1 a good knight, and if he knew that the maiden 
B in such peril, I marvel that he came not to lier 

But if you will accejjt me in his stead, I 

bill do battle with you." "We will," said the 

fDUths. 

And they attacked Owain, and he was hard beset 

f tliem. Aud witli that, tlie lion came to Owam's 

Bsistance, and tlioy two got the better of the young 

And they said In him, " Chieftain, it was not 

Igrccd tliat wo should fight save with thyself alone, 
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and it is harder for us to contend with yonder ani- 
mal than with thee." And Owain put the lion in 
the place where Luned had been imprisoned, and 
blocked up the door with stones. And he went to 
fight with the young men as before. But Owain 
had not his usual strength, and tlie two youtlis 
pressed hard upon him. And the lion roared inces- 
santly at seeing Owain in trouble. And he burst 
through the wall, until he foimd a way out, and 
rushed upon the young men and instantly slew 
them. So Luned was saved from being burned. 

Then Owain returned with Luned to tlie castle of 
the Lady of the Fountain. And when he went 
thence, he took the Countess with him to Arthur's 
court, and she was his wife as long as she lived. 



CHAPTER V. 
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Arthur was accustomed to bold Lis court at 

I Coerleoii upoa Usk. And there he held it soveti 

IXiasterB and five Christmaees. And once upon a 

I time ho held Ins court there at Whitsuulide. Fur 

' Caorleon was the place most easy of access in his 

dominions, both by sea and by laud. And there 

were assembled nioe crowned kings, who were his 

tributaries, and likewise earls and barons. For 

L they were his invited guests at all the high festivals, 

I unless tliey were prevented by any great hinderanco. 

r And when he was at Caerlcon holditig his court, 

thirteen churches were set apart for mass. And 

thus tliey were appointed : one church for Arthur 

_snd his kings, and Ms guests; and the Gccond for 

Duenever and her ladies ; and tho tliird for the 

Icward of tho household and tho suitors ; and tho 

Iburth for the Franks and the other officers ; and 

pie other nine churches were for the nine masters 

' tho household, ami chiefly for Gawain, for he, 

1 the cniiucnce of liis warlike fame, and from 
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the nobbness of liis birth, was the most oxallod ( 
tbe nine. And tlicrc was no other arrangeuciit-l 
respecting tlie churches tlian tliat which we hare f 
here mentioned. 

And oil WhitrTuesday, as the king sat at llie I 
banquet, lo, tliere entered a tall, fuir-hcaded youtli, j 
clad in a coat and surcoat of satin, and a gnldea-J 
hiltcd sword about Ins neck, and low shoes ofil 
leather upon his feet. And he came and stoodl 
before Arthur. " Hail to tlice, lord," said hfi.| 
" Heaven prosper thee," ho answered, " aiid 
thou wetcome." " Dost thou bring any new 
dings ? " "I do, lord," he said. '* 1 am one of Ihjrj 
forestei's, lord, in the forest of Dean, and my niunft 1 
is Madoc, son of Turgadarn. In the forest I saw a 1 
stag, the like of which beheld I never yet." " What 1 
is there alwut him," asked Arthur, *' that thou never | 
yot didst see his like ? " " Ho is of puru whttd,| 
lord, and he docs not herd with any other aiumald 
through statolincss and piidc, so royal is hh t 
iijg. And I come to seek thy couusol, lord, and t 
know thy will concerning him." " It socnis best t 
me," said Artluir, " lo go and hunt him to-raorrvnl 
at Ijreuk of day, and to cause general notice iliert 
to ho given lo-night, in all quarters of tlie court."' 
And Arryrnerys was Arthur's chief huntsman, and 
ArcUvri his chief page. And all received uutEc«;j 
ajid thus it was arrangiid. 

Then Gucnover said to Arthur, " Wilt tliou p 
mit mc, lord, to go to-raorrow to see and heap I 
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hunt of tlio stag of which tho young man spoke ? " 
" I will gladly," said Ai-tlmr, And Gawaiii said to 
Arthur, " Lord, if it seem well to thee, permit that 
into whose hunt soever the stag shall come, that 
one, be ho a knight or one on foot, may cut off his 
liead, and give it to whom he jileasos, whether to his 
Owtt lady-love, op to the lady of his friend." "I 
grant it gladly," said Arthur,' " and let tho steward 
of the household he chastised, if all tbuigs are not 
ready to-morrow for the chase." 

And they passed the night with songs, and divor- 
eious, and discourse, and ample entertainment. 
And when it was time for them all to go to sleep, 
they went. And when the next day came, they 
arose. And Arthur called the attendants who 
guarded liis couch. And there were four pages 
whose names were Cadyruerth, the son of Gandwy, 
and Amhreu, tho sou of Bedwor, and Amhar, the 
eon of Arthur, and Goreu, the son of Custennin. 
And these men came to Artliur and saluted him, 
and arrayed him in his garments. And Arthur 
^Wondered that Guonovcr did not awake, and the 

ittendants wished to awaken her. "Disturb lier 
said Arthur, " for she had rather sleep than 
go to see the hunting." 

Then Arthur went forth, and he heard two horns 
Bounding, one from near tho lodging of tlie chief 
llimtsman, and the other from near that of the chief 
And the whole assembly of the niultiludes 
Icomo to Arthur, and they took the wad to the 

Torest. 
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Ami aftiiT -Vrtliur Iiiul gone fortli from the palace^ 
Guenovor itwoke, and called to her luaidoiis, aii^l 
apparelled ItcrsclC " Maidciis," said elie, *' I ]\ai 
leare last night to go and sec the hunt. Go one o 
yoa to the stable, and order hither a horse such i 
a vouinn may ride." And one of them went, aii^l 
she found but two horses lu the stable ; aud Guene-1 
Ter and one of her maidens mounted them, and 
went Ilirongh the Uak, aud followed the truck of 
the men and tlie horses. Aud as they rode thus, 
tliey hcai-d a loud and rusliiiig souud : and they J 
looked behinil them, and Ifclicld a knight iij>on 4-1 
hunter foal of mighty size. And Uie rider was n 
fair-haired youth, bare-le^cd, and of princely mienn 
and a golden-liiltcd sword was at his aide, and I 
robe aud a surcoat of satin wore upon him, and twol 
low shoes of leathijr upon his Eoct ; and around 1 
was a scarf of blue purple, at each corner of whJd 
was a golden apple. Aud his liorso stepped stateiyj 
and swift, and proud ; and ho overtook GucnorerJ 
and saluted her. "Heaven prosper thee, Oeraiot.'V 
said slio ; " and why didst thou not go with tliy ]ari 
to hunt T " " Because I knew not when he wcnt."l 
said he. " I marvel too," said she, " how he cotdu 
go, unknown lo me. But tliou,0 young man, « 
the most agrecalilo companion I could have iu th«J 
whole kingdom ; ajid it may be I shall he i 
amused with the hunting than they; for w^ s)ia 
hear tlie horns when they sound, and wc shall Iw 
the dogs wheu they are let loose and begiu lo cry."B 
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So they went to the edge of tlio forest, and there 
they stood. " From tliis jilace," said slie, " wo shall 
hear when the dogs are let loose." Aiid thereupon 
they heard a loud uoiso ; and they looked towards 
the spot whence it came, and they beheld a dwarf 
riding ujmjh a horse, stately and foaming and pran- 
cing and strong and spirited. And in the liaiid of 
the dwarf was a whip. And near the dwarf they 
Bftw a lady upon a beautiful white horse, of steady 
and stately pace ; and she was clothed iu a garment 
of gold brocade. And near her was a knight upon 
a war-liorso of large size, with heavy and bright ar- 
mor both upon himself and upon his horse. And 
truly they never before saw a knight, or a honse, or 

[ armor, of such remarkable size. 

" Oeraint," said Guenever, *' knowest thoa tho 

I name of that tall knight yondey ? " "I know him 

' not," said ho, " and tlio strange armor tliat he wears 
prevents my either seeing his face or his features." 
'* Gto, maiden," said Guenever, " and ask the dwarf 
Tho that knight is." Then tho maiden went up to 
the dwai'f ; and she intjuired of tlic dwarf who tlic 

I knight was. "I will not tell thee," he answered. 
"Since tliou art so churlish," said she, "I will 
ask him, himself." "Thou slialt not nsk him, by 

I my faith," smd ho. " Wherefore not ? " said she. 

[ "Because tlmu art not of honor siiSicient to befit 

I tboo to speak to my lord." Then the maiden 
Inrned her liorse's head towards the kuight, upon 
' " "i tho dwarf struck her with tho whi]> that was 



ill his hand across the face and the eyes, so ihnt the I 
Wood flowed forth. Aiid the maiden returned to 1 
Guenever, complaimng of the hurt she had re- 
coived. " Yory rudely has tho dwarf treated thee," 
said fierajnt, and he put his hand upon the hilt of 
his sword. Hut he took counsel with himself, and 
considered that it would he no vongeanco lor him to i 
slay the dw^arf, and to he attacked unarmed hy tlia I 
armed knight ; so he refrained. 

"Lady," said ho, "I will follow him, with ihyl 
permission, and at last he will come to some iolialv 1 
ited place, where I may have arms, either as a loBnv 
or for a pledge, so that I may encounter ttic kniglit.**! 
" Go," said she, " and do not attack him until thoul 
hast good arms; and I shall be very anxious con-^ 
ceruing thee, until 1 hear tidings of thee," " Jf ll 
am aliTe," said he, "thou shult hear tidings of mal 
by to-morrow afternoon"; and with that he de- 
parted. 

And the road they took was below the palace of! 
Caerloon, and across the ford of tlic Usk ; and they T 
wont along a fair and even and lofty ridge of I 
ground, until they came to a town, and at tijo ex- 
tremity of the town they saw a fortress and n cattle, i 
And as the knight passed through the town, all (Iiej 
people arosti and saluted him, and bade him Wvlcome.1 
And wlieu Goraint camo into the town, he looked ilT 
every house to see if be knew any of those whom bal 
saw. But he knew none, and none knew hiui, to do I 
liiiu the kindness to let lum have anus, either as aJ 
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loan or for a ploilge. And every liouso ho saw waa 
full of men, and arms, and horses. And they were 
polisliiiig Bbields, and burnishing swords, and wash- 
ing armm-, and shoeing horses. And the knight 
Land the lady and tlie dwarf rode up to tho castle, 
|that was in tlia town, and every one was glad in the 
istlc. And from the battlements and the gates 
Jioy risked their necks, through their ct4rcruess to 
set thorn, and to show their joy, 
Geraint stood there to sec whether the kniglit 
jrould remain in tlie castle ; and when ho was cer- 
that lie would do so, he looked around him. 
jid at a little distance from tho town ho saw an old 
n ruins, wherein waa a hall tiiat was falling 
I decay. And as ho knew not any one in tlio 
town, he went towards the old palace. And when 
ho came near to the palace, he sfiw a hoary-headed 
man, standing hy it, in tattered garmcuts. And 
Geraint gazed steadfastly upon hira. Then the 
lioary-headed man said to him, " Young man, 
wherefore art thou thoughtftil ? " "I am thought- 
Lftll," said ho, "because I know not whore to pass 
the night." " Wilt thou come forward this way, 
^ielWn," said he, " and thou shalt hare of the 
SBt that can ho procured for thee." So Geraint 
^ent forward. And the hoary-headed man led tho 
way into tho hull. And in tlie hall he dismounted, 
and ho left there his horse. Then he went on to 
the upper chamber with tho hoary-headed man. 
the chamber he belield au old woman, sit- 
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tiiig on a ciisliion, with old, worn-out gnrm«iitsl 
upon her ; yet U seemed to him Uiat slie must liaTsJ 
been comely when in the bloom of youth. And bo« J 
»de her was a maideu, upon whom wero a rc&t audi 
a veil, that were old, aiid hcgiuiiitig to be worn oubl 
And truly he never saw a maiden more full of coa 
liiiess and grace and beauty than she. Aud 1 
hoory-hooded man said to the maiden, *' There ia t 
atleadaiit for the horse of this youth but thyself*; 
" 1 ffill render tlie best service I am able," said & 
*' lioth to him and to his horse." And the maidea'l 
disarrayed the youth, and then she fiimiiihod kis>l 
horse witli straw and with corn; and then xhc re»] 
turned to llie chamber. And tho hoary-headc 
man said to the maiden, " Go to the town, ai 
bring hither the best that tbou canst find, both < 
food and of liquor," " 1 will gladly, lord," : 
slie. And to the tovn wont tlie maiden. And tl 
conversed together while the maiden was &t I 
town. And, behold, the maiden ciune bock, and ft 
youth with her, bearing ou his bacli a coj^trel full of 
good purchased mead, and a quarter of a yoiuig h 
lock. Aiid in tho bauds of tha maiden was a quu 
lity of white bread, and she had some mat 
bread in Iter veil, antl she came into the cbamlx 
"I could not obtain better than this," said shaj 
" nor with better should I Imvu been trusted." 
is good enough," said Geniint, And thoy caita 
the moat to bo boiled; and when Uieir fixjd ^ 
ready, tUoy sat down. Aud it waa iit ttiiaj 



OBiuixT, Tme B<ai or esbim. 



SOS 



u 



Geraiiit sat betweou the hoar^-headed man and his 
vifti. Olid the maidea served them. And they ate 
aud drank. 

And when they had Gmshed eating, Qeraint 

talked with tlic hoary-headed man, aud he asked 

him in the Orst place to whom belonged the palace 

that ho was iu. " Truly," said lie, " it was I that 

built it, and to me also belonged Uie city and Uie 

castle which thou sawest." *' Alas ! " said Oeraint, 

how is it that thou hast lost tlicm now?" "I lost 

a great earldom as well as these," said lio, " and this 

is how I lost tliem. 1 had a nephew, the son of my 

brother, and I took care of his possessions ; hut he 

Vas impatient to enter upon them, so he made war 

[vpon mo, aud wrested from me not only his own, hut 

1»1bo my estates, except this castle." *' Good sir," 

d Geraint, "wilt thou tell mo whercforo came 

lie kuight and the lady and the dwarf just now 

iito tlie town, aud what is the preparation which I 

, and tjie putting of arms in order ? " " I will 

lo BO," said ho. "The preparations arc for the 

lO tiiat is to be held to-morrow by the young 

'1, which will lio on tliis wise. In the midst of a 

ntoadow which is here, two forks will he set iip, and 

upoB tlie two forks a silver rod, and upon the silver 

rod a sparrow-hawk, and for the sparrow-hawk there 

will be a tournament. And to the tournament will 

all the array thou didst see in Uie city, of men 

id of horses aud of arms. Aud with each man 

go the lady he loves best; and no man can joust 
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for ihc sparrow-hawk, except the lady he loves host J 
he with him. And the kuight that thou sawest haa i 
giuued the sparrow-hawk tliese two years ; and if lifl 1 
gains it the tliird year, lie will ho called the Kuigliti 
of the Sparrow-hawk fi'om that time fortti." " Sir," I 
said Geraint, "what is tliy counsel to me cmmem-l 
ing Uiis knight, on account of the iusiilt which tlittl 
maiden of Guenever received from the dwarf?" 
And Geraint told the lioary-lieaded man what Uial 
insult was lliat the maiden had received. "It i 
not easy to counsel tliee, inasmuch as thou hasti 
neither dame nor maidou helongiug to tliee, fori 
whom thou canst joust. Yet I have arms lierSfl 
which thou couldat have, and there is my liorso » 
ir he seem to thee hetter than thine own." 
sir," said he, " Heaven reward tlioc ! But my owi 
horse, to which I am accustomed, togcUie 
tliino arms, will suffice me. ;Vnd if, when the t 
pointed time shall come to-morrow, thou wilt penoita 
me, sir, to clialleiige for youdcr maiden lliat is tlif ■ 
daughter, I will engage, if I esca|)o D-om the tour-l 
naraent, to love the maiden as long us I live.", 
" Gladly will I permit thee," said Uie boory-beadi 
man ; " and einco thou dost thus resolve, it ii 
sary that lliy horse and arms should bo ready to- 
morrow at break of day. For tlicu tlio Knight c 
the Sparrow-hawk will make proclamation, and aakm 
the lady he loves best to take Dm sparrow-liawk ; audi 
if any deny it to her, by force will he defend her ■ 
claim. Aiid therefore," said the hoary-hcadcd uiaiiX 
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""it is needful for thee to be there at daybreak, and 
I "ve three will bo wicli thee." And thus vas it set- 
|Ued. 

And at night they went to sleep. And before the 
I dawn they arose and arrayed themselves; and by 
Ithe time that it was day, tliey were all four in the 
' meadow. And there was the Knight of the .Spairow- 
hawk making tlio proclamation, and asking his lady- 
love to tako the sparrow-hawk. "Take it not." said 
iGeraint, " for here is a maiden who is fairer, and 
■xnore noble, and more comely, and who has a bettor 
■daim to it than thou." Tlien said tho knight, " If 
Ihou maintaiuest the sparrow-hawk to be due to her, 
3 forward and do battle with me," And Cloraiot 
'vent forward to the top of tho meadow, having upon 
Himself and upon his horse armor wliich was heavy 
uid rusty, and of iiiicoutb shape. Then they en- 
wuntorod each other, and they broke a set of lances ; 
I tliey broke a second set, and a tiiird. And 
an the earl and his company saw the Knigbt of 
the Sparrow-hawk gaining the mastery, there was 
ihouting and Joy and mirth amongst tlicm ; and tho 
ry-headed man and his wife and lua daugliti?r 
sorrowful. And tho hoary-headed man served 
Peraint with lances as often as he broke them, and 
B dwarf served tho Knight of the Sparrow-liawk. 
Tien the hoary-headod man said to Geraint, " O 
hieftain, since no other will hold with thoe, behold, 
a is tho lanco which was in my hand on tho day 
J I received the honor of knighthood, and from 
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that lime to tliifi I never broke it, fliiil it lias i 
excellent jioiiit." Then Ocraint tuok the lano« 
thanking tlic lioary-headed man. And thorcup* 
the dwarf also brought a hinco to bis Inrd. 
hold, here is a lance for tlioe, not less good thai 
his," said the dwarf. " And betliink tlieo that u 
knight ever withstood thee ^o long as this one liM 
done." " I declare to Heaven," said Oeraiiit, " that 
xuiless deatli takes mo quickly hence, hcvhall fara 
never the better fur thy Rcrvicc." Aiid Ocraint ■ 
pricked his horse towards him from afar, and, wanh>d 
ing him, he nished upon him, and gave him a hlonl'fl 
so severe, and furious, and fiei-ce, upon the face o 
his sliield, tliat he cleft it in two, and broke hir] 
armor, and bur^t his girths, so that both lio aud lili 
saddle were borne to the ground over the horse'fl 
crupper. And Gcraiut dismounted quickly. An^ 
he was wroth, and ho drew his sword, and msbod 
fiercely upon him. Then the knight also arose, t 
drew his sword against Geraint. And thoy fouglill 
on foot with tlieir swords until their anus strucfcl 
sparks of fire like stars from one amither ; and tliiuf 
they continued fighting until the blood and swoalj 
oljscured the light fi-oai their eyes. At length Gi^J 
mini, called to liim all his strength, and struck the I 
knight upon Uie crown of his head, so tliut he broka J 
all his head-armor, and cut tbrougli nil the flesh J 
and the skin, evoti to the skull, until ho wounded J 
the buue. 
Then the knight fell upon his knees, and cwt h 
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[ Bword from his hand, and besought mercj from Gc- 

raiiit. " Of a truth," said he, '' I relinquish my 

i overdaring aud my pride, and crave tliy mercy ; 

[ and unless I have time to commit myself to Heaven 

r my sins, and to talk with a priest, thy mercy will 

I avail mo little." " 1 will grant thee grace upou 

I this condition," said Geraint; "that thou go to 

Guenever, the wife of Arthur, to do her satisfaction 

for the insult which her maiden received from thy 

dwarf. Dismomit not from the time thou goest 

r hence until thon comcst into the presence of Oue- 

L never, to make her what atonement shall be adjudged 

at tlie court of Arthur." " This will I do gladly ; 

and wlio art thou?" "I am Geraint, the son of 

Erbin ; and doclaro thou also who tliou art." " I 

I am Edeyru, the sou of Nudd." Then ho throw him- 

Iflelf upon his horse, and went forward to Arthur's 

I court; and the lady he lovod best went before him, 

I and the dwarf, with much laraentatlou. 

Then came the young earl and his hosts to Ge- 

Y raint, and sainted Mm, and bade him to his castle. 

'I may not go," said Geraint; " but where I was 
Blast night, there will I be to-night also." " ^inco 

V thou wilt none of my inviting, thou shalt have ahuii- 
1 dance of all that I can command for theo ; and I 
I will order ointment for thee, to recover thee from 
I thy fatigues, and from the weariness that is upon 

I tlioe." " Heaven reward thee," said Geraint, " and 

I I will go to my lodging." And thus went Geraint 
I and Earl Ynywl, and his wife and liis daughter. 
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Aud when they rcaulicd the old mansion, the liouso- J 
hold servants and ntteiidants of tho young earl I 
arrived, and had arranged all the apartments, dn 
iiig them with straw and with fire ; and iu a short 
timo the ointment was ready, aud Oeraiiit camorl 
tlicrc, and they washed his head. Then came lliftv 
young earl, with forty honorahlo knights froniffl 
among his attendants, aud those who wcrt; biddot 
to tho touniamout. And Geraint came from tin 
anointing. And the carl asked him to go to t 
hall to cat. " Where is the Earl Tnywi," m 
Goraint, "and his wife and his dauglitcr?" "Tli 
are in the cliamlwr yonder," said the earl's elinm 
beriaiii, "arraying themselves in garments ' 
the carl has caused to ho brought for them." 
3iot tho damsel array herself," said ho, " cxcei>t i| 
her vest and her veil, until she come to tlic court 
Artliur, to ho clad by Ouenever in sueli gftrmoiiti 
as she may choose." Ho tlio maiden did not o 
herself. 

Then they all entcrt'd the hall, and they i 
and sat down to meat. And thns were they »oate 
On one side of Geraint sat tlio young earl, atid I 
Tnywl beyond him, and on the other Bide of Gei 
was the maiden and Iior mother. And alW thes 
all sat according to Iheir proceilenco in honor. A 
timy ale. Aiid tlioy were served abundantly, t 
ihey received a profusion of divers kinds nf gift; 
Then tlicy conversed logt-thcr. And tiic young e 
1 Goraial to visit him next day. 
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by Hearen," said Geraint. "To the court of Ar- 
thur will 1 go with this maiden to-morrow. Aiid it 
is enough for me, as long as Earl Ynywl is in pov- 
erty and trouble ; and I go chiefly to seek to add to 
his maintenance." " All, cliieftaiii," said the young 
earl, "it is not by my fault that Earl Yuywl is with- 
out his possessions." " By my faith," said Geraint, 
*' he shall not remain without thorn, uuless death 
qnickly takes me hence," "0 chieftain," said he, 
"with regard to tlie disagreement between me and 
Ynywl, 1 will gladly abide by thy counsel, and agree 
to what thou mayest judge right between us." " I 
but ask thoe," said Geraint, "to restore to him 
what is his, and what he ehoiild have roceivcd from 
tlie lime lie lost his possessions evcu until this day." 
" That will I do, gladly, for thee," answered he. 
*'Then," said Geraint, "whosoever is here who 
owes homage to Ynywl, let him come forward, and 
perform it on the spot." And all the men did so ; 
and by that treaty they abided. And his castle and 
his town, and all his possessions, were restored to 
Ynywl. And he received back all tliat he had lost, 
even to the smallest jewel. 

Then spoke Earl Ynywl to Geriunt. " Chieftain," 
said lio, " behold the maiden for whom thou didst 
challenge at the tournament ; I bestow her upon 
thoe." " She shall go with me," said Goraint, " to 
tlie court of Arthur, and Arthur and Guenever, they 
shall dispose of her as they will." Arid tlio next 
day they proceeded to Arthur's court. So fa/ cou- 
cemiug Geraint. 



CHAPTER VI. 
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Now Uiis is liow Arthur hunted tlie stag. The I 
mcQ aiid the dogsvcre diridcd into huiitiiig-partiosr J 
and tlie dogs were let loose upon the stag. Aud Uiof 
last dog tliat was let loose was the favorite dog ofl 
Artliur ; Cnrall was his name. And he left all the* 
other d(^ behiod biin, and turned the Etag. And J 
at the second turn the stag came toward the huui- f 
ing-[>art,v of Anlmr. And Artlitir set ujion hlm;4 
and l>cfore he could l)e slain \>y anj olher, Arthur 
cut off his head. Then they sounded the deaUi-born 
for slaying, and tlicy all gathered round. 

Then came Radyriath to Arthur, ajid cipoko I 
him. " Lord," said he, " beliold, yonder is Ciue-4 
never, and none with her save only one maiden." f 
"Command GiUIas, the son of Caw, and oil tli*! 
Kholars of the court," s»id Arthur, "to altdodf 
Guenever to (lie palace." And tlicy did so. 

Thvn lliey all set forth, holding; converse togethvrl 
cunccniing the head of Uic sta^, to whom it slwiild J 
lie given. Ont) wished lliat it should he given lu tho J 
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Udy best beloved by him, and another to the lady 
wliom he loved best. And so they came to Uie pal- 
ace. And wheu Arthur and Guenever heard them 
disputing about the head of the stag, Guenever said 
to Arthur: "My lord, this is my counsel concerning 
the stag's head ; let it not be given away until Ge- 
raint, the son of Erbiu, shall return from the errand 
lie is upon." And Guenever told Arthur what that 
erraud was. " Right gladly shall it bo so," said 
Arthur. And Guenever caused a watch to be set 
upon tlie ramparts for Gerauit's coming. And after 
midday they bebeld an unshapely little man upon a 
horse, and after him a dame or a damsel, also on 
horseback, and after her a knight of large stature, 
bowed down, and hanging his liead low and sorrow- 
fully, and clad in broken and worthless armor. 

And before they came near to the gate, one of the 
watch went to Guenever, and told her what kind of 
people tliey saw, and what aspect they bore. " I 
know not who they are," said ho. '* But / know," 
said Guenever ; " this is the knight whom Geraint 
pursued, and mcthinka that he comes not here by 
Iiis own free will. But Geraint has overtaken him, 
and avenged the insult to the maiden to the utter- 
most." And thereupon, behold, a porter came to 
the spot where Guenever was. " Lady," said ho, 
" at the gate there is a knight, and I saw never a 
man of so pitiful an aspect to look upon as he. 
Miserable and bi-nkon is the armor that lie wears, 
aud tho hue of blood is more conspicuous upon it 
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than its own color." " Kuowest thou his name ? " 
said she. " 1 do," said he ; " he telU tno that h« ii I 
Edeyrn, the son of Nudd." Thon sho replied, " I I 
know him not." 

So Guenever went to the gate to meet him, and I 
he entered. And Guenever was soi-ry when she saw J 
the condition he was in, even though he was accom- ^ 
panied by the churlish dwarf. Then Edeyrn t«alut(Hl 
Guenever. "Heaven protect thee," said she. " La- 
dy," said he, " Geraint, the sou of Erbiu, thy best 
and most valiant servant, greets tliee." " Did be 
meet with thee?" she asked. "Yes," said be, 
" and it was not to my advantage ; and that was 
not hia fault, but mine, lady. And Geraint greets 
thee well ; and iu greeting lliee be oompcUod me 
to come hitlier to do thy pleasure for the )n»uU 
which thy maiden received from die dwarf." "Ngw 
where did ho overtake thee ? " " At the place where 
we were jousting and contending for the sparrow- 
hawk, iu the town which is now called Cardiff. 
And it was for tlie avouchmciit of the lore of the 
maiden, the daughter of Earl Ynywl, that Geraiiit 
jousted at tlie tournament. And thereupon we cq- 
couutered uach other, and he left me, lady, as UiQU 
seest." " Sir," said she, "when tbinkcst thou that 
Geraint will be bore? " " To-morrow, lady, 1 think 
be will be here with the maideu." 

Theu Arthur come to Ihem. And he salutedj 
Arthur, and Arthur gazed a loug time upon bim 
and was amazed to see him thus. And thiukind 
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that he knew him, he inquired of him, " Art thou 
Edeyrn, the son of Nudd?" "I ara, lord," said 
lie, " and I have met with much trouble and re- 
ceived wounds tuisupportahle." Then he told Ar- 
thur all his adventure. "WcU," said Arthur, 
" from what I hear, it behooves Guenever to he 
merciful towards thee." " Tiie mercy which thou 
desirest, lord," said she, "will I grant to him, since 
I it is as insulting to thee that an insult should be 
I offered to mo as to thyself." " Thus will it he best 
to do," said Arthur; "let this man have medical 
I care until it be known whether he may live. ^Vnd 
if he live, he shall do such satisfaction as shall bo 
judged best by the men of the court. And if he 
die, too much will be the death of such a youth as 
Edoym for an insult to a maiden." " This pleases 
me," said Guenever. And Arthur caused Morgan 
Tud to be called to him. He was tlie chief physi- 
cian. " Take with thee Edoyrn, the sou of Nudd, 
and cause a chamber to be ]>repared for him, and 
let htm have the aid of medicine as thou wouldest 
do unto myself, if I were wounded ; and let none 
into his chamber to molest him, but thyself and tliy 
disuijjles, to administer to him remedies." " I will 
I do so, gladly, lord," said Aforgan Tud. Then said 
I the steward of the household, " Whither is it right, 
I lord, to order the maiden ? " " To Guenever and 
I her handmaidens," said he. And the steward of 
I the household so ordered her. 

Tlio next day came Geraint towards the court; 
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and there was a watch set on the ramparts hj 6ue- 
never, lest he should arrive unawares. And one oS 
the watch came to Ouenever. ^^Lady," said he, 
^^ methinks that I see Greraint, and a maiden with 
him. He is on horseback, but he has his walking 
gear upon him, and the maiden appears to be in 
white, seeming to be clad in a garment of linen." 
"Assemble all the women," said Guenever, "and 
come to meet Oeraint, to welcome him, and wish 
him joy." And Guenever went to meet Greraint 
and the maiden. And when Geraint came to 
the place where Guenever was, he saluted her. 
"Heaven prosper thee," said she, "and welcome 
to thee." " Lady," said he, " I earnestly desired 
to obtain thee satisfaction, according to thy will; 
and, behold, here is the maiden tlirough whom thou 
hadst thy revenge." "Verily," said Guenever, 
" the welcome of Heaven be unto her ; and it is fit- 
ting that we should receive her joyfully." Then 
they went in and dismounted. And Geraint came 
to where Arthur was, and saluted him. " Heaven 
protect thee," said Arthur, "and the welcome of 
Heaven be unto thee. And inasmuch as thou hast 
vanquished Edeyrn, the son of Nudd, thou hast 
had a prosperous career." " Not upon me be the 
blame," said Geraint; "it was through tlie arro- 
gance of Edeyrn, the son of Nudd, himself, that we 
were not friends." "Now," said Arthur, "where 
is the maiden for whom I heard thou didst give 
challenge ? " " She is gone with Guenever to her 
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' chamber." Then went Arthur to see the maiden. 
And Arthur, and all his companions, and liis whole 
court, were glad concerning the maiden. And cer- 
tain were they all, that, had her array been suitable 
I to her beauty, tbey Imd never seen a maid fairer 
I than she. And Arthur gave away the maiden to 
I Geraint. And tlio usual bond made between two 
I persons was made between Geraint and the maiden, 
and the choicest of all Guenever's apparel was 
[ given to the maiden ; and thus arrayed, she ap- 
I peared comely and graceful to all who beheld her. 
I And that day and the night were spent in abuu- 
i dance of minstrelsy, and ample gifts of liquor, and 
I multitude of games. And when it was time for 
[ them to go to sleep, they went. And in the cham- 
ber where the couch of Arthur and Guenever was, 
the couch of Geraint and Enid was prepared. And 
, from that time she became hia wife. And the next 
day Arthur satislied all the claimants upon Geraint 
I with bountiful gifts. Ajid the maiden took up her 
abode in the palace, and she had many companions, 
[ both men and women, and there was no maiden 
I more esteemed than she in the island of Britain. 
Then spake Guenever. "Higbtly did 1 judge," 
I said she, " concerning the head of the stag, that it 
Y should not be given to any until Gcraint's return ; 
i and t>chold, here is a fit occasion for bestowing it. 
Let it lie given to Enid, the daughter of Ynywl, the 
most illustrious maiden. And I do not believe that 
any will begrudge it her, for lietweeu her and every 
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one here there exists nutliiiig but love and friend- 
ship." Much applauded vas this hy tlicm all, and 
b; Arthur also. And tlie head of tlio stag was 
given to Enid. And thereupon lior fame increased, 
and her friends became more in number than be- 
fore. And Goraint from that time forth lored the 
hunt, and the tournament, and hard encounters; 
and he came victorioug from tliem all. Aud a ^ear, 
and a second, and a third, he proceeded thus, until 
his fame had flown over the face of the kingdom. 

And, once upon a time, Arthur was holding bis 
court at Cacrleon upon L'sk ; and behold, there 
came to him ambassadors, wise and prudent, full of 
knowledge and eloquent of speech, and thoy saluted 
Artliur. " Heaven prosper you ! " said Artliur ; 
" and whence do you come ? " " Wo come, lord," 
said they, " from Cornwall ; aud we aro ambassa- 
dors from Erbin, the son of Custennin, thy ancle, 
and our mission is ujito thoc. And he greets thee 
well, as an uncle should greet his nephew, and as a 
vassal should greet his lord, Aud he reprosents 
unto thee that he waxes heavy aud feeble, and tg 
advancing in years. And the ncighboriug chiefs, 
knowing this, grow insolent towards him, aud ooret 
his land and jiossessions. And ho earnestly l«- 
Eoechcs llioo, lord, to permit Geruiut his son to 
return to htm, to protect his postcssiona, ajid to be- 
come acquainted with his boundaries. And unto 
bim be represents that it were better for bim to 
spend tbo flower of hi^ y"itfb »u>i tb.i prim* of bit 
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) in preserving his own boundaries, than in tour- 
' namonts which are productive of no profit, altliough 
' he obtains glory in them." 

" Well," said Arthur, " go and divest yourselves 

' of your accoutrements, and take food, and refresh 

I yourselves after your fatigues ; and before you go 

1 from hence you shall have an answer." And they 

I went to eat. And Arthur considered that it would 

I go hard with him to let Gcraint depart from him, 

I end from his court ; neither did lio think it fair that 

lliis cousin should be restrained from going to pro- 

Ptect his dominions and his boundaries, seeing that 

I liis father was unable to do so. No less was the 

[ grief and regret of Gnenever, and all her women, 

and all her damsels, tlirougli fear that the maiden 

would leave them. And that day and that night 

were spent in abundance of feasting. Aud Arthur 

told Geraiut the cause of t)ie mission, and of tlie 

coming of the ambassadors to him out of Cornwall. 

" Truly," said Gcraint, " bo it to my advantage or 

difiadvantage, lord, I will do according to thy will 

concerning tliis embassy," " Behold," said Arthur, 

" though it grieves me to part with tlice, it is my 

counsel that thou go to dwell in thine own domin- 

18, and to defend tliy boundaries, and take with 

llhco to accompany thee as many as thou wilt of 

I those thou lovest best among my faithful ones, and 

I Kmong thy friends, and among tliy companions in 

r Brms." " Heaven reward thee ! and this will I do," 

I Goraint. " What discourse," said Gnenever, 
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" do I licar between you ? Is it of those who s 
conduct Geraint to his country ? " '* It is," eaiffl 
Arthur. " Then is it needful for me to consii3er,''j 
said she, " concerning companions and a prorisioi 
for the lady that is with me." "Thou wilt ( 
well," said Arthur. 

And that night they went to sleep. And 1 
next day the ambassadors wltg permitted to deps 
and they were told that Oeraiiit should follow tixam 
And on tlie third day Geraint set forth, aud muin 
went with him, — Gawain, the son of Gwyar, 
Riogoned, the son of the king of Ireland, and Ond) 
yaw, the son of the Duke of Burgundy, Gwilim, tl 
Bon of the rider of the Franks, IIowol, the son of ibl 
Earl of Brittany, Perceval, the eon of Evrawk. GwyrJ 
a judge in the court of Arthur, Bedwyr, the son o 
Bedrawd, Kai, the son of Kyner, Odyar, tho Fraulc 
and Edcyni, the son of Nudd. Said Geraint, * 
tliink I shall have enough uf knighthood with me.*! 
And they set forth. And never was there getni I 
fairer host journoyijig towards the Severn. And o 
tho other side of the Severn were the nobles of I 
bin, the son of Custennin, and Ids foster-falhor a 
their head, to welcome Geraint with gladness; stofl^ 
many of iho women of the court, with liis nic)tlter,A 
came to rocoive Enid, the daughter of Ynywl, tii^ 
wife. And there was great rejoicing and gladtt* 
throughout the whole court, and through all ihl 
country, coueeriiiiig Geraint, hccauKO of (ho { 
ucfis of tlioir love to Mm, and of the grcutnoss of ll 
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which he had gained since he went from 
I amoDgst them, and because ho was come to take 
I possession of his dominions, and to preserve his 
I boundaries. And they came to the court. And in 
L the court they had ample entertainment, and a mul- 
I titude of gifts, and abundance of liquor, and a sufii- 
[ ciency of service, and a variety of games. And to 
[ do honor to Gcraint, all the chief men of the coun- 
b try were invited that night to visit him. Ajid they 
I passed that day and that night in the utmost eujoy- 
[ meut. And at dawn next day Erbin arose, and 
' BUjnmoned to him Gcraint, and the noble persons 
who had borne him company. And he said to Ge- 
raiut : *' I am a feeble and an aged man, and whilst 
I was able to maintain the dominion for thee and for 
myself, I did so. But Uiou ai't yoimg, and iu the 
flower of thy vigor and of thy youth. Henceforth 
do tliou preserve thy poasessions." "Truly," said 
Geraint, " with my consent thou shalt not give the 
power over thy dominions at this time into my 
hands, and thou shalt not take me from Arlliur's 
»urt" " Into thy hands will 1 give them," said 
Srbin, " and this day also ehalt thou receive the 
lomage of thy subjects," 
Tlien said Gawain, " It wore better for thee to 
■ satisfy those who have boons to ask, to-day, and to- 
^snorrow thou canst receive the homage of thy do- 
Btlnions." So all that had boons to ask were sum- 
moned into one place. And Eadyrieth came to 
Ihcm to know what were their requests. And ev- 
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etj one &sked that which he desired. And tho fol- 
lowers of Arthur hogan to make giftij, mid immedi* 
atelj- the meu of Coruwall came, and gave also. 
And they were not long m giving, so eager was 
every one to bestow gifts. And of tliose who came 
to aslc gifts, none departed unsatisfied. And that 
day and that night were spent iu the utmost enjoy- 
ment. 

Ajid the next day at dawn, Erbin desired Oeraint 
to send messengers to the men to ask them whether 
it was displea^ug to tliem that he should come to 
receive tlteir homage, and whether they had any 
thing to object to him. Thou Geraint sent ambas* 
sadors to the men of Cornwall to ask tlicm this. 
And they all said tliat it would be the fulness of- 
joy and honor to tliem for Geraiut to come and r^ 
ceive their homage. So he received the humage of 
such as were tlioro. And the day after, the follow- 
ers of Artlkur intended lo go away. " It is too 
soon for you to go away yet," said ho ; " stay with 
mt> until I have finished receiving the homage nf 
my chief men, who have agreed to come to ine. 
And they remained with him until be had done 
Tlicn tliey set forth towards the court of Arllinr, 
And Geraint went to bear (hem company, wid Enid 
also, as far as Diganwy; there they parted. A. 
Oudyaw, the sou of the Duke of Buri^utflly, mid 
Geraint, " Go, now, and visit the nttcrmoet parts 
thy dominions, ond see well to tlie boundaries of 
territories; and if tliou hunt any imuble 
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ing them, send unto thy companions." "Heaven 
reward thee ! " said Geraint ; " and this will I do." 
And Gteraint journeyed to the uttermost parts of 
his dominions. And experienced guides, and the 
chief men of his country, went with him. And the 
furthermost point that they showed liim he kept 
possession of. 



CHAPTER VII. 

GERAINT, THE SON OP EBBIN; CONTINUED. 

Gebaint, as he had been used to do when he was 
at Arthur's court, frequented tournaments. And 
lie became acquainted with valiant and mightj men, 
until he had gained as much fame there as he had 
formerly done elsewhere. And he enriched his 
court, and his companions, and his nobles, with the 
best horses and the best arms, and with the best and 
most valuable jewels, and he ceased not until his 
fame had flown over the face of the whole kingdom. 
When he knew that it was thus, he began to love 
ease and pleasure, for there was no one who was 
worth his opposing. And he loved his wife, and 
liked to continue in the palace, with minstrelsy and 
diversions. So ho began to shut himself up in the 
chamber of his wife, and he took no delight in any- 
thing besides, insomuch that he gave up the friend- 
ship of his nobles, together with his hunting and his 
amusements, and lost the hearts of all the host in 
his court. And there was murmuring and scoffing 
concerning him among the inhabitants of the palace, 
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account of liis rclinquisliing so completely tlieir 
:|>aiiioiiship for the love of his wife. These ti- 

iga came to Eihin. And when Erhia had heard 
lese things, he spoke unto Enid, and inquired of 
her whether it was she that had caused Geraiiit to 
act thus, aud to forsalce his people and his hosts. 
" Not I, by my confcssioii unto Ileaven," said slie ; 
" there is notliiiig more hateful unto mo than this." 
And she know not what she should do, for, although 
it was hard for her to own this to Geraint, yet was 
it not more easy for her to listen to what slie heard, 
without warning Geraint concorning it. Aud she 
was Tcry sorrowful. 

One morning in the summcr-timo they were upon 
their couuli, and Geraint lay upon the edge of it. 

id Enid was without sleep in the apartment, which 
windows of glass ; * and the sun shone upon tlia 

;cli. Ajid tlio clothes liad slipped from off his 
arma and his breast, and he was asleep. Then she 
gazed upon the marrellous beauty of his appearance, 
and she said, "■ Alas ! and am I tlie cause that those 
arms and tins breast have lost tlieir glory, and the 
warlike fame which they once so richly enjoyed ! " 
As she said this the tears drop]>ed from lier eyes, 

I • The wrma of acimiraiion in which the older writers inrariahly 
: otgliui u-jw/iu'i would lie goffli/ieat pioof. if other evidence were 
Uing, bow nro an snide of luxarj' they wcru in iho honsca of onr 
TItcy ncro Snt intmdui'Hl in eccliniasliail Kn;blierCni«, 
which ibcf were for ■ long time eontinLil. Glass's said not to 
m hecn cmplofcit in domestic archituclBre bvfbre ilie foiuuenth 
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and they fell upon Iiis brcsst. And the toan the 
shed, and Uie words she had epokuu, awoko liin 
And aiiotlier tiling contribuiud to awftken him, ; 
tfa&t was the idea that it was not in thijiking of liild 
that she spoke Urns, but that it was liocauso sbn 
loTcd some other man more tiian him, and tliat ti 
wislied for other society. Thereupon Geraint i 
troubled in Ids miud, and he called his squiru ; i 
when he came to him, " Go quickly/' said he, ' 
prepare my horse and my anus, and make tliei 
ready. And do thou arise," said he to Enid, 
ftpporel thyself; and cause thy horse to bo accon^ 
tred, and clothe thee in tlio worst ridiug-dmit!) lliti 
thou hast in tliy possession. And evil bcttdo uio,** 
said he, " if thou retumcst hero until tlioa knowea 
whetlter I have lost my strength so completely a*' 
thou didst say. And if it be so, it will tlien Ite amj 
for thco to seek tlio society thou didst wish for of 
him of whom thou wast tJiinkiiig." Po »ho i 
and clothed herself in her meitnest garments, 
know uotliing, lord," said she, '* of thy ui«AniDg.'1 
" Ncitlier wilt thou know at tliis time," said liu. 

Tlien Geraiiit went t« soc Krbiu. " Sir," Mjd li 
"I am going upon a quest, and I am not cort 
when I may come back, Take heed, thcreforfl 
unto thy possefsigns until my return." *' I will tl 
so," said be ; " but it is strange to mo that thai 
shouldst go BO Buddenly. And who will procM 
with thee, since IhoQ art not strong onougli 
traverse the laud of LoL'gyr alone?*' "Em « 
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I person only will go witli me." "Heaven couiiscl 
. thee, my son," said ErUin, " and may many attach 
themselves to thee in Loegyr." Then went Geraiiit 
to the place where his horse was, and it was 
equipped with foreign armor, heavy and shining. 
And he desired Enid to mount liei' hurso, and to 
ride forward, and to keep a long way before him. 
' And whatever thou mayest see, and whatever thou 
I mayest hear concerning me," said he, " do thou not 
[- turn back. And unless I speak unto thee, say not 
I thou one word either." So they sot forward. And 
b ho did not choose the ploasantest and most frequent- 
bed road, but that which was ttie wildest, and most 
Pbeset by tliieves and robbers and venomous animals. 
And they came to a liigh-road, which they followed 
till they saw a vast forest ; and they saw four armed 
horsemen come forth from the forest. When the 
armed men saw them, they said one to another, 
^H "Hero is a good occasion for us to capture two 
^^Ehoi^s and armor, nnd a lady likewise ; for tliis wc 
^^nh&ll have no diCKculty in doing against yonder sm- 
^^^fele knight, wlio hangs his head so pensively and 
^^beavily." Enid heard this discourse, and she knew 
j^Bsiot what she should do through fear of Geraiiit, 
II who had told her to bo silent. " The vengeance of 
Heaven be upon mo," said she, " if I would not 
rather receive my death from his hand than from 
Q)0 hand of any other ; and thoiigh )io should slay 
Bto, yet will I speak to him, lest I should have the 
to witness his death." So she waited for 
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Oeraint until he came near to lier. "Lord," mud I 
Bhe, " didst thou hear the wonls of those men con- ! 
ceming tliee?" Then he lirtud up his ejes, audi 
looked at her angrily. " Thou hadst only." said 1 
he, " to hold thy peace, as I hado Uioo. I wish hut 
for silence, and not for warning. And though thou 
shouldst desire to see my defeat and my doath by the 
hands of those men, yet do I feel no dread." Then 
tlio foremost of them couclied his lance, and rushed 
upon Geraint. And he received him, and Uiul not 
fwohly. But he let the tlirust go hy him, while lis J 
struck the horseman upon the centre of his Bhlcld^fl 
in such a manner tliat his shield was split, and hisl 
armor broken, so that a cubit's length uf the shaft! 
of Geraint's lance passed tlirougli his body, and seiitl 
liim to the earth, tlie length of the lance over luvT 
horse's crupper. Then the second horseman at-g 
tacked him furiously, being wroth at the dvutb ( 
his compmiion. But with one tli'mst Geraint on 
threw him also, and killed lilm as he had dune tlw] 
other. Then the third set ujion him, and ho kiUed'l 
him iu like manner. And thus also ho slew thai 
fourth. Sad and sorrowful was tlie maiden as sbsl 
saw all this. Geraint dismounted his bono, and I 
took the arms of thu men he had slaiu, and |)]acedf 
tbom upon tlicir saddles, and tied together Llie rcinsJ 
of their horses; and he mounted his hors« agolu. 
" Behold what thou must do," said hu ; " take tli0| 
four horses, and drive tliem before thee, and pre 
forward as 1 hade tliee jnat now. And fay not o 




GEn-VWTj THB SOW OF RHBTW. 

I word unto mc, unless I speak first unto tlioe. And 

I declare unto Heaven," said he, " if tlion doest not 

tlms, it will be to thy cost," " I will do as far as I 

can, lord," said she, " according to thy desire." 

So the maiden went forward, keeping iu advance 

lof Geraint, as he had desired her ; and it grieved 

Jlim as much as liis wratli would permit, to see a 

t&iden so illufitrious as slie having so much trouble 

iritli tlie care of tho horses. Then they reached a 

*rood, and it was Iwtli deep and vast, and in tJio 

wood night overtook them. " Ah, maiden," said 

lie, " it is vain to attempt proceeding forward." 

" Well, lord," said she, " whatever thou wishest, 

ire will do. " It will be best for us," he answered, 

* to rest aud wait for the day, in order to pursue 

Emir journey." "That will we, gladly," said she. 

I And they did so. Having dismounted himself, he 

•ok her down from her horse. *' I camiot by any 

neaiiB refrain from sleep, through weariness," said 

" do thou therefore watch tho horses, and 

jep not." " I will, lord," said she. Then he 

Irent to sleep in his armor, and thus passed the 

^t, which was not long at that season. And 

E^hen she saw the dawn of day appear, she looked 

around Iier to see if he were waking, and thereupon 

he woke. Then he arose, and said unto her, " Take 

„lhe horses and ride on, and keep straight on as thou 

. yesterday." Aud they left the wood, and 

icy came to ai] open country, with meadows on 

hand, and mowers mowing tho meadows. And 
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there was a river before t)iem, aiid tlic horses bciil 
down and drank of the water. And they went 
out of the river by a lofty steep ; and there they nii 
a slender stripling with a satchel about his 
ajid they saw that there was something in thv sati'h- 
el, but they knew not what it was. And he had a 
small blue pitcher iu his hand, and a bowl on the 
mouth of the pitcher. And the youth saluted 
Geraiiit. " Heaven prosper tliee ! " said Geraint 
"and whence dost thou come?" " I come," smili 
he, " from the city that lies before thee. My lord, 
he added, " will it be displeasing to thee if I 
ask wlicuce thou comcst also?" "By no means; 
through yonder wood did I come." " Thou cani< 
not through the wood to-day." *' No," he replied 
" we were in the wood last night." " I warrant,' 
said the youth, " that thy condition there last nlgfal 
was not the most pleasant, and that thou bat 
neither meat nor drink." " No, by my faith," 
he. " Wilt thou follow my counsel," said llie youl 
" and take thy meal from me ? " *' What sort 
meal ? " he inquired. " Tlie breakfast which is scul 
for yonder mowers, notliing less than bread ani 
meat and wine ; and if thou wilt, sir, they shi 
have none of it." " I will," said ho, " and Heavi 
reward thee for it," 

So Goraint alighted, and the youth look Ul 
mnideu from off her horse. Then they wasbi 
and took their repast. And tho youth cut th 
bread in slices, and gave them drink, and sei 
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Ethcm witlial. And when they had finished, tho 

Ijoiith arose and said to Geraint, '* My lord, with 

ttliy permission, I will now go and fetch some food 

■for the mowers." " Go first to the town," said Ge- 

Braiut, " and take a lodging for mc in the best place 

■lliat thou knowcst, and t)ie most commodious one 

r the horses; and take thou whichever horse and 

I arms thou choosest, in payment for thy service and 

* tlty gift." " Heaven reward thee, lord! " said tho 

youth ; " and this would be ample to repay services 

much greater than those I have rendered unto thee." 

And to the town went the youtL, and he took the 

best and tho most pleasant lodgings that he knew : 

i and after that he went to the palace, having the 

■'horse and armor with him, and proceeded to tho 

I place where the carl was, and told him all his ad- 

I venture. " I go now, lord-" said he, " to meet the 

Blnight, and to conduct him to his lodging." " Go, 

idly," said the earl ; " and right joyfully shall lie 

) received here, if he so come." And the youth 

rent to meet Geraint, and told bim that ho would 

1 received gladly l)y the earl in his own palace ; 

ut he would go only to his lodgings. And he had 

I goodly chamber, in wtiich was plenty of straw and 

-apery, and a si>aciou8 and commodious place he 

I for the horses ; and llie youtli prepared for 

Biom plenty of provender. After they had disar- 

liyod themselves, Geraint spoke thus to Enid : 

9 Go," said lie, " to the other side of the chamber, 

md como not to this eide of the house ; and thou 
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nmyst call to tliee the woman of tho lioiise, if ll 
wilt." " I will do, lord," said elie, " as thou s 
est." Thereupon the man of the house came 
Geraiut, aud welcomed bim. And after the; hoi 
eaton and drank, Geraint went to sloop, and no did! 
Enid also. 

In the evening, behold, the carl came to visi 
Geraint, and his twelve honorable knights with him. 
And Geraint rose np and welcomed him. Tlien tboy 
all sat down according to their precedence in honor. 
And tlio earl conversed with Geraint, and inquired)] 
of liim tho object of his journey. " I have norie.'T 
he replied, "but to seek adventures and to foUoir 
my own inclination." Thou the earl cast his eyi 
upon Enid, and he looked at her steadfastly, 
he thought he liad nevor soen a maiden fairer a 
more comely than she. And he set all bis thougliti 
aud his affections upon Iier. Then he asked > 
Geraint, " Have I tliy permission to go and cont'd 
with yonder maiden, for I see that she is apart fi 
thee?" "Thou bast it gladly," said he. So I 
Earl went to the place where the maiden was, a 
spake with her. "Ah! maiden," said he, "ji 
not be pleasant to thee to joiirney with yonder mai 
''It is not unpleasant to me," said she. "Thouh 
neither youths nor maidens to sorre Uiee," said I 
" Truly," she replied, " it is more pleasant for i 
to follow yonder man, than to lie scn-od by i 
and maidens." " 1 will give thoo good counsel," 
said he : " all my earldom will I place in lliy jfoi 
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session, if thou wilt dwell with me." " That will I 

not, by Ueaven," she said; "yonder man was tlio 

first to whom my faith was over pledged ; and shall 

I prove incotiHlant to him?" "Thou art in tlio 

wrong," said the earl ; " if I slay the man yonder, I 

can keep thee with me as long us I choose ; and when 

tliou no longer pleasest me, I can turn thee away. 

But if thou goest with me by tliy own good-will, I 

protest liiat our uiiioii shall continue as long as I 

, remain alivo." Then she i>ondered those words of 

I his, and she considered that it was advisable to en- 

I courage him in his request. " Behold then, chief- 

' tain, this is most expedient for thee to do to save me 

from all reproach ; come here to-morrow and take 

me away as though I knew nothing thereof." '"I 

I will do so," said he. So he arose and took liia 

I leave, and went forth with his attendants. And she 

I told not then to Geraint any of the conversation 

Bvhich she had had with the earl, lest it should 

■Vouse his auger, and cause him uneasiness and care. 

And at the usual hour they went to sleep. Ajid 

■ftt the beginning of the night Enid slept a little ; and 

nt midnight she arose, and placed all Gcraint's armor 

', 80 that it might he ready to put on. And 

although fearful of lier errand, she came to the side 

of Qeraint's bed ; and she spoke to him softly and 

gently, saying, "My lord, arise, and clothe thyself, 

Libr these were the words of the earl to mc, and his 

lintention concerning me." So she told Geraint all 

t liad passed. And although he was wroth with 



her, he took warning, and clothed himself. And I 
slie lighted a caudle tliat he miglil have light to do J 
so. " Leave there the candle," said he, " ai»d desire J 
the man of the house to come here," Then she | 
went, and the man of the house came lo him. " Dost | 
thou know how much I owe thee ? " asked Gurubit. 
" 1 think ihou owest but little." " Take the tlirce I 
horses, and the three suits of armor." " llvavva I 
reward thee. Lord," said he, " hut 1 i<petit not the I 
value of one suit of armor upon tliee." " For th«t I 
reason," said he, *' thou wilt be the richer. And I 
now, wilt thou come to guide rao out of tbo town ? " I 
" I will gladly," said he ; " and in wliich direction I 
dost tliou intend to go '! " " I wish to leaye tlift J 
town by a different way from that by which I entered I 
it." So the man of the lodgings accompanied him I 
as far as ho desired. Then he bade the maiden 1 
go on before him, and she did so, and went straight I 
forward, and his host returned home. 

And Gcraint and tlie maiden went forward along; 
tlie high-road. Aud as they journeyed thus, Uiof I 
heard au exceeding loud wailing near to theia. ] 
" .Stay thou here,'" said ho, " and I will go and a 
what is the cause of this wailing." *' I will," saidJ 
she. Then he went forward into an ojien glade tlialJ 
was near the road. And in the glade he Mtw tval 
horses, one having ft man's saddle, and the other ai 
woman's Raddle upon it. And behold tliure wsa a 
knight lying dead in his armor, aud a young dam- 
Bct in a riding-dress standing over liim laioootiug. 
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" Ah, lady," said Geraiiit, " what hath befallen 
I thee ? " " Behold," sho answered, " I jounioyed 
I here with my beloved husband, when lo! tlireo giants 
I camo upon us, and without any cause in the world, 
I they slew him." " Which way went they hence ? " 
I eaid Geraint. " Yonder by the high-road," she re- 
I plied. So lie returned to Enid. " Go," said he, 
' to the lady that is below yonder, and await mc 
[ there till I come." She was sad when he ordered 
I her to do thus, but nevertheless she went to the 
I damsel, whom it was rutli to hear, and sho felt cer- 
f tain tliat Geraint would never returu. 

Meanwhile Geraint followed the giants, and over- 
[ took them. And each of them was greater in 
' stature than three other men, and a huge club was 
the shoulder of each. Then lie rushed upon 
one of them, and thrust Iiis lance through his body. 
And liavin^; drawn it forth again, he pierced another 
of them through likewise. But the third turned 
upon him, and struck him with his club so that lie 
aplit his shield and crushed his shoulder. But Ge- 
raint drew his sword, and gave tlie giant a blow on 
tho crowu of his head, so severe, and tierce, and 
violent, that his head and his neck wore split down 
I to his shoulders, and ho fell dead. So Geraint left 
I him thus, and returned to Enid. And when he 
I reached the place where she was, he fell down life- 
I less from his horse. Piercing and loud and thrill- 
I ing was the ery that Enid uttered. And she came 
' and stood over him where he bad fallen. And at 
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the sound of her cries came the Earl of Ltmour^a 
and iher who jouriicyod with him, whom her luiiicii< 
tations brought out of their road. And tiio eai4| 
said to Euid, " Alas, lady, what bath befalleu thee ? 
" Ah, good sir," said she, " the ouly man I liaval 
loved. OP over shall love, is slain." Then ho said tal 
the other, " And what is the cause of tliy grief '""I 
"They have slain my beloved husband alsoV said] 
she. " And who was it tJiat slew them ? " 
^auts," she answered, " slew my t>esl-beloved, ao^ 
tiie other kuight went in pursuit of (lii-m. ajid canO'l 
back iu the state thou seest." The earl caused Ut«fl 
knight that was dead to be buried, l>ut he tliuugbU^ 
that tliere still remained some life tn Geraiut ; 
to see if lie yet would live, tie had him carried « 
liim in the hollow of his shield, and ufion a bier.! 
And the two damsels went to the court ; and wheal 
tliey arrived there, Gcraint was placed upon a liuial 
couch in front of the table that wus iu the halU 
Then tliey all took off tliclr travelUiig-gour, aud Uia 
earl besought Enid to do tlio same, and to clothJ 
herself iu otlier garments. '• I will not, by Heavea,", 
said she. '' Ah, lady," said Iio, " bo not so eoirov^ 
fol for this matter." " It were hard to jtcrftiado a 
to be otherwise,'* said she. " 1 will act towards tliul 
iu such wise tliat Uiou needeHt not be EorrowfiU,! 
whether yonder kntghl live or die. Behold, a |(uodl 
earldom, together with mytKjlf. will 1 bestow uiwn I 
the<> ; lie thercfortf happy and joyful," "I declan»| 
to Heaven." said she. ■- lluit ln-iKT-furth i shaJI i< 
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lie joyful wliile I live," " Come," saM ha, " and 
cat." " No, by Heaven, I will not." '■ But by 
Heaven, thou shalt," said he. So ho took Iiur with 
Iiiin to the table against her will, and many times 
desired her to eat. " I call Heaven to witness," said 
Bhe, " that I will not eat until the man that is upoa 
yonder bier shall eat likewise." " Thou canst not 
fulfil that," said tho oail ; " yonder man is dead 
already." '■ I will prove that I cau," said she- 
Then he offered her a goblet of liiiuor. " Drink this 
goblet," ho said, " and it will cause thee to change 
thy mind." "Evil betide me," she ausworod, " if 
I drink aught until he drink also." "Truly," 
said the earl, " It is of no moro avail for mo to be 
gentle with thee than uugeutlo." And he gave her 
a box in the car. ThereufKin she raised a loud and 
piercing shriek, and her lamentations were much 
greater than they had been before ; for she consjil- 
ered in her mind that, had Qoraint been alive, ho 
durst not have struck her thus. But, behold, at the 
sound of her cry, Geraint revived from his swoon, 
and he eat up on the bier ; and fmding his sword in 
the hollow of his shield, ha rushed t^t the [ilace 
irhore the earl was, and struck him a fiercoly- 
vounding, severely-venomous, and sternly-smiting 
blow upon tlio crown of his head, so that ho clovo 
_ lum in twain, until his sword was staid by the table. 
I all loft tho board and fled away- Ami this 
not 80 much through fear of the living, as 
:rough the dread they felt at seeing tho duad man 
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rise up to slay them. And Geraint looked upon 
Enid, and lie was grieved for two causes ; one was 
to see that Enid had lost her color and her wonted 
aspect ; and, the other, to know that she was in the 
right. " Lady," said he, " knowest thou where our 
horses are ? " "I know, lord, where thy horse is," 
she replied, "but I know not where is the other. 
Tliy horse is in the house yonder.'* So he went to 
the house, and brought forth his horse, and mounted 
him, and took up Enid, and placed her upon the 
horse with him. And he rode forward. And their 
road lay between two hedges ; and the night was 
gaining on the day. And lo ! they saw behind them 
the shafts of spears betwixt them and the sky, and 
they heard the tramping of horses, and the noise of 
a host approaching. " I hear something following 
us," said he, " and I will put thee on the other side 
of the hedge." And thus he did. And thereupon, 
behold, a knight pricked towards him, and couched 
his lance. When Enid saw this, she cried out, say- 
ing, " chieftain, whoever thou art, what renown 
wilt thou gain by slaying a dead man ? " "0 
Heaven ! " said he, " is it Geraint ? " " Yes, in 
truth," said she ; " and wlio art thou ? " " I am 
Gwiffert Petit," said he, " thy husband's ally, com- 
ing to thy assistance, for I heard that thou wast in 
trouble. Come with me to the court of a son-in-law 
of my sister, which is near here, and thou shalt have 
the best medical assistance in the kingdom." "I 
will do so gladly," said Geraint. And Enid was 
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placed upon the horse of one of Gwiffert's squires, 
and they went forward to tho baron's palace. Ami 
they were received there with gladness, and they 
met with hospitality and attention. The next morn- 
I ing they went to seek physicians ; and it was not 
Kong before they came, and they attended Gcraint 
Kuntil he was perfectly well. And while Geraint 
l^as under medical care, Gwiffert caused his armor 
> be repaired, until it was as good as it had ever 
And they remained there a month and a fort- 
, Then they separated, and Geraint went to- 
wards his own dominions, and thenceforth he reigned 
prosperously, and his warlike fame and splendor 
isted with renown and honor both to him and to 
Shiid,* from that time forward. 

• Thronghout tho hrond and yaricd region of romftncs, it noiilii lie 
dUBcoll to find u characlcr of ((renter rimpUcil/ mid truth than liiul 
of Enid, the duugbter of Earl YnywL Conspicuous for hiT branty 
and noble bearing, we arc nt a loiD wlielhcr mora to ndmirc (ho 
patienco with which sbe bore d!I tho hanlshipg she jeas destined lo 
nndergo, or tho ronstancy and afTeclioa which flnalty achioTcd thu 
ph (he lo richly deserved, 

e character of Enid is admirablj Etulain«d through iho wholo 
and as it is more natural, bvcansc leu oventraiDoi), su perhalia 
:Ten more loocbing, than that of Griselda, otcr which, howei-er, 
ccr has thrown a churm thut loads us to forget tliu iniprobubiliiy 
)f bet itary. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PWYLL, PRINCE OF DYVED. 

Once upon a time Pwyll was at Narberth, his 
chief palace, where a feast had been prepared for 
him, and with him was a great host of men. And 
after the first meal Pwyll arose to walk ; and ho 
went to the top of a mound that was above the 
palace, and was called Gorsedd Arberth. " Lord," 
said one of the court, " it is peculiar to the mound 
that whosoever sits upon it cannot go thence without 
either receiving wounds or blows, or else seeing a 
wonder." '' I fear not to receive wounds or blows," 
said Pwyll ; " but as to the wonder, gladly would I 
see it. I will therefore go and sit upon the mound." 

And upon the mound he sat. And while he sat 
there, they saw a lady, on a pure white horse of 
large size, with a garment of shining gold around 
her, coming along the highway that led from the 
mound. " My men," said Pwyll, " is there any 
among you who knows yonder lady ? " " There is 
not, lord," said they. *' Go one of you and meet 
her, that we may know who she is." And one of 
them arose, and as he came upon the road to meet 
her, she passed by; and he followed as fast as he 
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' cnuld, Ijcing on foot, and the greater was liis speed, 

tlio Turtlier was she from him. AikI when he saw 

that it profited hira nothing to follow her, he 

returned to Pwyll, and said nnto Iiim, " Lord, it is 

Lidle for any one m the world to follow her on foot." 

' Verily," said I'wyll, " go unto the [wlace, and 

I take the fleetest horse that tliou see.st, and go after 

I'lier." 

And he took a horse and went forward. And he 

I eaino to an open, level plain, and put spurs to his 

llionie ; and tho more he urged his horse, the further 

I was sho from liim. And ho returned to the place 

|-wl»cre Pwyll was, and said, " Lord, it will avail 

fnothlng for any one to follow yonder lady. 1 know 

I horse in tlieso realms swifter than this, and it 

lavailed me not to pursue her." " Of a truth," said 

■Pwyll, " there must bo some illusion hero ; let us 

i towards the palace." So to tho palace they wont, 

m(l spent tho day. 

And the next day they amused themselves until 

Bt was time to go to meat. And when meat was 

jBndod, Pwyll said, " Where are the hosts that wont 

■yesterday to the top of the mound ? " " Behold, 

Kird, wo are here," said they. " Let us go," said 

the, '• to the momid, and sit there. And do thou," 

laid ho to tho page who tended his horse, " saddle 

■my horse well, and hasten witli him to the road, 

f and hriiig also my spurs with thee." And the 

I youth did thus. And tliey wont and sat u])on the 

I mound; and cro they bad been there but a short 
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time, thcf behold the lady comiug by the same r 
and ill tbo same lUiiiiiter, aud at the saiiie | 
" YouDg man," said Pwyll, " I see tlio lady < 
ing ; give me my horse." And bcforo be '. 
mounted his horse she passed him. And be t 
after bcr and followed her. And he let biti hoi 
bounding playfully, aud thougiit that ho should » 
como up with her. But ho came no nearer to I 
than at fii-st. Then he urged bis horso to ] 
utmost speed, yet he found that it availed 
Thou said Pwyll, '* maiden, for the sake of him 
whom tbou best lovest, stay for me." " 1 will stay 
gladly," said she ; " and it were better for thy bor»e_ 
hadst tliou oaked it lung biuco." 8o tlie i 
etopjied ; and she threw back that part of her hes 
dress which covered ber face. Then be ' 
that the beauty of all the maidens and all thi 
ladies tliat he had ever seen was as nothing coca 
pai-cd to ber beauty. " Lady," he said, " wilt then 
tell mo aught coneoraing thy purpose ! " 
tell tbee," said she ; " my chief quest was ta i 
thee." " Truly," said Pwyll, " this is to mo i 
most pleasing quest on which thuu couldst 1 
come ; and witt thou tell mc who Ihou art ? " 
will t^'U tbee, lord," said she. " I am Rliiaunu 
the daughter of Hcveydd, and they sought to g 
me to a husband against my will. But no bui 
band would 1 have, and that hecauj»! of my 1 
for thee ; neither will I yet have one, anl<>ss tl 
r^ect mo ; and hither have 1 como to h ear I 



pwTt.L, P8IKCK or omtD. 



841 



Lanswor." " By Heavun," said Pwyll, " behold this 

lifl niy answer. If I luiglit choose among ull itio 

I ladies and damRcls in the world, thoe would I 

" choose." " Verily," said she, " if thou art tliua 

miuded, make a jdedgo to meet me ore I am given 

to anotlicr." " The sooner I may du bo, the more 

pleasing will it be to me," said Pwyll; "and 

p wheresoever thou wilt, there will I meet with thee." 

'' I will that thou meet me this day twelvemonth at 

Etiie palace of Hcveydd." " Gladly," said he, " will 

■I keep this tryst." So they parted, and he vent 

Itiack to liis hosts, and to thorn of his household. 

|Aad whatsoever questions Uiey asked him respecting 

l.tlie damsel, he always turned the discourBe upon 

(Xither matters. 

And when a year from that time was gone, 
I'he caused a hundred knights to equip themselves, 
ind to go with hun to the palace of Heveydd. And 
sme to the palace, and there was great joy con- 
ing him, with much concourse of people, and 
t rejoicing, and vast preparations for his coming. 
jid the whole court was placed under his ordci's. 
And the hall was garnished, and they went to 
it, and thus did they sit: Heveydd was on one 
iside of Pwyll, and Rhiannon on the other; and all 
I the rest according to their rank. And tlioy ate and 
Ifeaetod, and talked ono with another. And at the 
ginning of the carousal after the meat, there 
■entered a tall, auburn-haired youth, of royal bear- 
', clothed in a garment of satin. And when he 
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came into the hall, he Baluted Pwyll and his com- ', 
{AQioas. " Tlie grceling of Ilearou bo unto thee," 
Baid Pwrll ; " come thou and sit down." " Nay," j 
said he, " a suitor am I, and I will do my errand." \ 
" Do 8o, willingly," said Pwyll. " Lord," said ho, 
" my errand is unto tliee, and it is to crave a boon 
of thee Ui.it I come." " What boon soe^-cr thou 
maycst ask of uie, so far as I am able, thou shall 
have," "Ah!" said Rhianaon, "wherefore didst 
thou pve tliat answer ? " " Has he not given 
it before the presence of these nobles ? " a^kcd tbo J 
youth. " My eoul," said Pwyil, " what is the boou 1 
thou askcst ? " " Ttie lady whom best I love is to I 
he thy bride tliis night ; I come to ask her of thco,,l 
with the feast and the ban^juct that ave iu thisj 
place." Aud Pwyll was silent, because of 
promise which he had given. '* Bo silent as I( 
as thou wilt," said Rhiannon, " never did 
make worse use of his wits than thou hast do 
" Lndy," said he, " I knew not who he was.*' 
" Behold, this is the man to whom they would harefl 
given me against my will," said she; "and baa 
is Gawl, the son of Clud, a man of great power ondJ 
wealth, and bocauso of the word thou hast spoken,! 
bestow mo upon him, lest shame befall 
** Lady," said he, " I understand not thy aii 
never can I do as thou sayest." " Bestow me upi 
him," said she, " and 1 will cause that I shall nevei 
Im) Ms." " By what means will that Iw ? " askn 
-11. Then she told liim the thought tha 
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Iier mind. And they talked long together. Then 
Gawl said, " Lord, it is meet that I huvo an anaver 
to my request." " As much of that thou hast asked 
as it is lu my power to give, thou slmlt have," 
replied Pwyll. '* My soul," said Rhiamiou unto 
Gawl, " as for the feast and tlie hauquet that are 
hero, I have hcstowed them upon the mcu of Dy ved, 
and the household and the warriors that are with 
US. These can I not suffer to he given to any. In 
a year from to-iiight, a banquet shall bo prepared for 
thee in this palace, tliat I may become thy bride.'' 

So Gawl went forth to his possessions, and Pwyll 
went also hack to Dyved. Ajid tlicy both sj)cnt tliat 
jear until it was the time fur the fea^t at the palace 
of Heveydd, Then Gawl, the son of Clnd, set out 
to tlio feast tliat was prepared for hiin ; and lie came 
to tlie palace, and was received tiiere with rejoicing. 
Pwj'U, also, the chief of Dyved, came to the 
orchard with' a Inuidrod knights, as Rhionuon had 
commanded him. And Pwyll was clad iu coarse 
aud ragged garments, and wore large, clumsy old 
slioes upon his feet. And when he knew that the 
carousal after tho meat had begun, lie went toward 
tlie hall ; and when ho came into the Iiall he saluted 
Gawl, tho sou of Clud, aud his company, both men 
and women. " Heaven prosper thee," said Gawl, 
"aud friendly greeting be unto tliae!" "Lord," 
Baid he, " may Heaven reward thee ! I have an 
errand unto thee." " Welcome bo thine errand, 
aad if thou ask of me that which is right, thou 



slmlt have it gladly." " It is fitting," answered 
he ; "I crave but from want, and the boon 1 ask is 
to have this small bag that tliou sccst tilled with 
meat." " A. request within reason is this," said he, 
** and gladly slialt thou have it. Bring liini food." 
A great number of atteudauts aroso and began to 
fill the bag; but for all they put into it, it was no 
fuller than at first. " My soul," said Gawl, " will 
tliy bag ever bo full ? " " It will not, I declare to 
Heaveu," said he, " for all that may be put into it, 
unless one possessed of lands, and domaine, and 
treasure, shall arise and tread down with both his 
feet the food that is within the hag, and shall say, 
* Enough has been put thereiu.' " Then said Elii- 
annon unto Gawl, the son of Clud, " Rise up quick- 
ly." "I will willingly ai'ise," said he. So ho rose 
up, and put his two feot into the bag. And Pwyll 
turned up the sides of the hag, so that Gawl wns 
over his head in it. And be shut it up quickly, will 
slipped a knot upon the thongs, and blew his horn. 
Aud thereupon, behold, his knights caiue down upon 
tlio paljice. And they seized all the host that had 
conic with Gawl, aud cast them into his own prison. 
Ajid Pwyll threw off lus rags, and his old shoea, 
aud his tattered array. And as they came in, every 
one of Pwyll's knights struck a blow u[>on tlie bag, 
aud asked, " "What is hero ? " "A badger," said 
tbcy. And in tins manner they played, uaiJi ofj 
thorn striking the bag, either with his foot or vHth aj 
staff. And thus played they with tho hag. 
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tlieii vas the game of Badger in t 
played. 

" Lord," said tlie man in the bag, " if thou 
wouldst hut hear mo, I merit uot to be slain in u 
bag." Said Heveydd, "Lord, ho speaks truth: it 
were fitting that thou listen to him, for he deserves 
not this." " Verily," said Pwyll, " 1 will do tliy 
counsel concerning him." " Behold, lliis is my 
cooDsel then," said Rhiannon. " Thou art now in 
a position ui which it behooves thee to satisfy suit- 
ors and minstrels. Let him give unto them in thy 
stead, and take a pledge from Inm that ho will never 
seek to revenge that which has boon done to him. 
And tliia will be punishment enough." " I will do 
this gladly," said the man in the bag. " And 
gladly will I accept it," said Pwyll, " since it is the 
counsel of Heveydd and RhiaTinon, Seek thyself 
foroties." " We will be for him," said Heveydd, 
" until his men be free to answer for him," And 
upon this he was let out of the bag, and his liege- 
men were liberated. " Verily, lord," said Gawl, 
" I am greatly hurt, and I have many bruises. 
With thy leave I will go forth, I will leuvc nobles 
in ray stead to answer for me in all that H\h\i shalt 
require." "Willingly," said Pwyll, " mayest thou 
do thus." So Gawl went to his own ])ossessio!is. 

And the hall was set in order fur Pwyll and the 
men of his host, and for them also of the [lalace, 
and they went to the tables and sat down. And as 
they had sat that time twelveniont!i, so sat they that 
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uiglit. Aiid Uioy ate and feasted, and Bjwnt ttio j 
night ill mirtli and tranquillity. And the time cauiQ J 
that thcf should Bleep, and Pwyll and Rhiannon I 
went to their chamber. 

And nest morning at break of day, " My lord," I 
said Bhiaunon, " arise and begin to give thy gifu I 
uuto the luinstrals. Refuse no one to-day tliut intty 1 
claim thy bounty." " Thus shall it be gladly," said 
Pwyll, " botli to-day and every day wliile the feast 
shall last." So Pwyll aroso, and he caused silenca J 
to be proclaimed, and desired all the suitors and I 
minsti'els to show and to point out what giAs tliey I 
desired. And this being done, tlio feast wont on, 
and he denied no one while it lasted. And wbou I 
the feast was ended, Pwj-ll said unto Hovoydd, I 
" My lord, with thy permission, I will sot out for 1 
Dyved to-morrow." "Certainly," said Ileveydd; 
" may Heaven prosper thee ! Fix also a timft vbm I 
Rhiannon shall follow thee." "By Heaven," taid I 
Pwyll, "we will go hence together." ""fl'illest tlion | 
this, lord?" said Ileveydd. "Tee, lord," 
swered Pwyll. 

And the next day they set forward towards Pyvcd, I 
and journeyed to llic palace of Narberth, where a I 
feast was made ready for them. And there came t*» 1 
ihem great numbcni of the chief men and the looEtl 
noble ladies of the land, and of these there vcral 
none to whom Rhiannon did not gira some ricli gift, I 
cither a bracelet, or a ring, or a precious ftoi 
And they ruled the land proKi»crously that yoar a 
the ue.^t. 



CHAPTER IX. 

bbanwi;n, the dattghteh of vlyr. 

BENDlGF.n) Vran, tlie son of Llyr, was the crowned 
king of this if>laiid, and ho was exalted froiu tlio 
crown of London. And one afternoon be was at 
Harlech, in Ardudwy, at his court; and he sat 
upon the rock of Harlech, looking orer tlie sea. 
And with him were his brother, Manawydilan, the 
son of Lljr, and his brothers hy the mother's side, 
Nissyeu and Evnissyen, and many nobles likowise, 
as was fitting to see around a king. His two broth- 
ers by the mother's side were tlie sons of Euroawydd, 
and one of these youths was a good youth, and of 
gentle nature, and would make peace between his 
kindred, and cause his family to he friends when 
their wrath was at tlio highest, and this one was 
Nissyen ; but the other would cause strife between 
liis two brothers when they were most at peace. 
And aa they sat ttius, they beheld thirtoon ships 
coming from the south of Ireland, and maldng to- 
wards them ; and they came with a swift motion, 
the wind being hohind them ; and they nearcd titem 
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rapidly. ' I see ships afar," said the king, " com- 
ing swiftly towards the land. Coiiiiuaud the men 
of the court that tbcy equip themselves, aud jro and 
learn their inteut." So tlie meu equijjped them* 
selves, aud weut down towards them. And when 
tlioy saw the ships near, certain were tliey that they 
had never seea ships better funiislicd. Beautiful 
flags of satia were upon them. And, heboid, one 
of the ships outstripped' the others, and tliey saw a 
shield lifted up above the side of the sliip, and tlie I 
point of the shield was upwards, in token of peace. 
And the men drew near, that tliey might bold eon- i 
verse. Then they put out boats, and came toward ' 
the land. And they saluted the king. Xow the ' 
king could bear tbom from the place where he i 
upon tlie rock aboi'o tlioir heads. " Heaven prosper 
you," said ho, *• and be ye welcome ! To whom do 
those sliips belong, and who is the chief amongst i 
you?" "Lord," said they, " Matbolcb, king of j 
Irehmd, is here, and Uiese shijffi belong to him." 
" Wlicnsforo comes ho ? " asked the king, " and i 
vill he como to tlic land ? " " He is a suitor unto j 
tlic«, lord," said tltey, '* and ho will not land unless I 
he have his boon." "Aud what may that bo!" [ 
inquired the kuig. " Uo desires to ally Inmsnir, 1 
lord, with tboe,'' said tliey, " and he comes (o ask i 
Branwcn, the daughter of Llyr, that, if it seem VC9 ( 
to lliee, tlie Island of tlio flighty* may lic tcagood | 
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til Ireland, and both become more powerful," 
jrily," said he, " let him come to land, and wo 
tako counsel thereupon." And this answer was 
lUglit to Matholch. '• 1 will go willingly," said 
So he landed, and they received him joyfully ; 
id great was the tlining in the palace that night, 
itweeii hie hosts and those of the court : and next 
ly they took counsel, and they resolved to bestow 
[faiiwen upon Matholch. Now she was one of the 
chief ladies of this island, and she was the 
!st damsel in the world. 

they fixed upon Aberfraw as the place where 
Blie aliould become his bride. And they went 
thence, and towards Aberfraw the hosts proceeded, 
Uatholch and his host in their ships, Bendigeid 
A hia host by land, until they came to 
irfraw. And at Aljcrfraw they began the feast, 
id sat down. And thus sat they : the king of the 
Island of the Klighty and Manau'yddaii, the son of 
Llyr, on one side, and Matholch on the other side, 
and Branwen, the daughter of Llyr, lieside him. 
And they were not within a house, biit under tents. 
No house could ever contain Bendigeid Vi-an. And 
they began the banquet, and caroused and dis- 
coursed. And when it was more pleasing to them 
to sleep than to carouse, they went to rest, and 
ti became Matlioleh's bride, 
nest day they arose, and all llioy of the 
ud the officers began to equip, and to rango 
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tlic lioi-sGS fliul tho attciidoQts, and thejr mngo^ 
tliem in order as far as the sea. 

And, behold, ono day Evniseyeu, the quarrolwm 
man, of wliom it is spoken above, came by chai 
into tlie place where the horses of Matholch irerfl 
and asked wliose horses they might be. " They a 
the horses of Matholch, king of Ireland, \rho is mu 
ried to Branwen, thy sister ; his horseB are tliey.^ 
" And is it thus they liavo done with a maiden sud 
as she, and moreover my sister, bestowing iier wirt 
out my consent? They could have oflbmd no gre 
er insult to mo than this," said he. And thoreujK 
he rushed under the horses, and cut off their lips t 
the teeth, and their cars close to their hea<ls, anj 
their tails close to their backs ; aud he disfigured tl 
horses, and rendered them useless. 

And they came with these tidings unto Ifatholcl 
saying that the horses were disfigured and iryure 
so that not one of tlieui could ever lie of any y 
again. " Verily, lord," said one, " it waa an inn 
Tinto thee, and as such was it meant." "Of a tnidl 
it is a marvel to mo that, if they desire to iu»uU n 
they should have given me a maiden of such hifl 
rank, and so much beloved of her kindred, as tl 
have done," "Lord," said another, "thou i 
thai thus it is, and thcrti is nothing for tlioc to d 
hut to go to thy fillips." And thereupou loir 
his ships he eet out. 

And tidings come to Beniligeid Ynn t 
tliolch was iiuilling the court witliout lukiog loai^ 
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id messengers were sent to inqiiire of him Therefore 
le did so. And the messengers that went were Iddio, 
le sou of Anarawd, and Hovcyd Hir. And these 
■ertook him, and asked of liira what ho designed 
do, and wherefore he went forth. " Of a truth," 
.id he, " if I had known, I had not come hither, 
have bcea altogether insulted ; no one had ever 
forse treatment than I iiave had here." " Truly, 
rd, it was not the will of any that are of the 
court," said they, " nor of any that aro of the 
couucil, that thou shouldst Iiave received this in- 
sult ; and as thou haiit been insulted, the dishonor 
is greater unto Bendigeid Vran than unto thee." 
"Verily," said ho, "1 think so. Nevertheless, he 
cannot recall the insult." These men returned with 
it answer to the place wheit) Bendigeid Vran was, 
id they told him wliat rejily Matholch Iiad giveu 
Truly," said he, " there arc no means by 
'hich we may prevent his going away at enmity 
th us that we will not take," " Well, lord," said 
Ihey, " send after him another embassy." " I will 
do 80," said he. "Arise, Manawyddau, son of 
Llyr, and Heveyd Hir, and go nft«r him, and tell 
Uiat he shall have a sound horse for every ono 
.t has been injured. And beside that, as an 
>nement for the insult, ho shall have a staff of 
llror as large and oa tall as himself, and a plate of 
gold of the breadth of his face. And show unto 
him wlio it was tliat did this, and that it was dune 
linst my will ; but that he who did it is my 
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brother, ami tliereforc it would be hard for me I 
put him to death. And let him come aud mtX 
me," said he, " and we will toake peace in any wd 
he may desire." 

The embassy went after Matholch. and told Uio 
all these sayings in a friendly maimer ; and ho 1 
teued thereunto. "Men," said he, "I will tal^ 
counsel." So to the council ho went. And in 1 
council they coiisidci-od that, if they should refuafl 
this, they were likely to have more shame rath 
than to obtain so great an atonement. Tliey i 
solved, therefore, to accept it, and they returned b 
the court in peace. 

Then the pavilions and the tents were set in ordei^ 
after the fashion of a hall ; and they went to b 
and as they had sat at the beginning of tlio feast fl 
sat they there. And Matholch and Bendigeid Vn 
began to discourse ; and, behold, it seemed to I 
digeid Ymn, while they talked, that Matholcli «■ 
not so cheerful as he had been before. And 1 
thought that the chieftain might he sad because 41 
the smallncss of the atonement which ho bad I 
the wrong tliat had been done him. " man," 
Bendigcid Vrau, " thou dost not discourse to-ui|^ 
80 cheerfully as thou wast wont. And if it be be- 
cause of the smallnesa of the atouomeut, thou ahalt 
add thercniitn whatsoever thou mayest chi^ose, » 
to-morrow I will pay thee for the horses." " hot4A 
said he, " Heaven reward theo ! " " And I will e 
hance the atonement," said Bendigeid V'rait, * 
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uoto thee a caldrou, tho property of 
which is, that if one of tliy mcu be slaiu lo-day, and 
be cast lliercin, to-morrow he will be as well as ever 
he was at the best, except that he will not regain 
speech." And thereupon he gave him great 
iks, and very joyful was he for that cause. 

That night they continued to discourse as much 
as they would, and hud minstrelsy and carousing ; 
and when it was more pleasant to them to sleep 
than to sit longer, tlicy went to rest. And thus was 
the banquet carried on with joyousncss ; and when 
it was finished, Matholeh journeyed towards Ireland, 
und Branwen with him ; and tlicy went from Abor 
Monet with thirteen ships, and came to Ireland, 
And in Ireland was there great joy because of their 
coming. And not one great man nor noble lady 
visited Branwen unto whom she gave not either a 
clasp or a ring, or a royal jewel to keep, such as it 
was honorable to be seen departing with. Aiid in 
these things she spent that year in much renown, 
and she passed her time pleasantly, enjoying honor 
and frieudship. And in duo time a son was bom 
uuto her, and tho name that they gave him was 
Gwern, the son of Matholeh, and they put llie boy 

Lt to Ijo nursed in a place where were the best 
of Ireland, 

And, behold, in the second year a tumult arose 
in Ireland, on account of tho insult which Matholeh 
had received iu Wales, and the payment made him 
horses. And his foster-brothers, and such as 
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were nearest to him, blamed him openlj for that 
matter. And he might have no peace bj reason of 
the tumult, until they should revenge upon him 
this disgrace. And the vengeance which they took 
was to drive away Branwen from the same chamber 
with him, and to make her cook for the court ; and 
they caused the butcher, after he had cut up the 
meat, to come to her and give her every day a blow 
on the ear ; and such they made her punishment. 

" Verily, lord," said his men to Matbolch, " fo^ 
bid now the ships and the ferry-boats, and the cora- 
cles, that they go not into Wales, and such as comB 
over from Wales hither, imprison them, that they go 
not back for this thing to be known there." And 
he did so ; and it was thus for no less than three 
years. 

And Branwen reared a starling in the cover of 
the kneading-trough, and she taught it to speak, and 
she taught the bird what manner of man her brother 
was. And she wrote a letter of her woes, and the 
despite with which she was treated, and she bound 
the letter to the root of the bird's wing, and sent it 
toward Wales. And the bird came to that island ; 
and one day it found Bendigeid Vran at Caer Seiont 
in Arvon, conferring there, and it alighted upon his 
shoulder, and ruffled its feathers, so that the letter 
was seen, and they knew that the bird had been 
reared in a domestic manner. 

Then Bendigeid Vran took the letter and looked 
upon it. And when he had read the letter, hfi 
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•ioved exceedingly at the tidings of Branweu'B 
And immediately lie began sending i 
gers to summon the island together. And be c: 
sevenscore and four of his chief men to come unto 
him, and he complained to them of Ibe grief that bis 
Bister endured. ^ tbej took, counsel. And in the 
counsel they resolved to go to Ireland, and to leave 
seven men as princes at borne, and Caradoc,' the son 
of Bran, as the chief of tbcm. 

Beudigeid Vran, with the host of which we spoke, 
Bailed towards Ireland ; and it was not far across the 
sea, and he came to shoal water. Xow the swine- 
herds of Matbolch were upon the sea-sliore, and they 
came to Matholch. " Lord," eaid they, "meeting be 
unto thee." " Heaven protect you ! " said he ; " have 
any news?" "Lord," said they, "wo have 
vellous news. A wood liave we seen upon the 
place where we never yet saw a single 
This is indeed a marvel," said be ; " saw 
you aught else ? " " We saw, lord," said tbey, " a 
vast monntain beside the wood, which moved, and 
there was a lofty ridge on tbo top of the mountain, 
and a lake on each side of the ridge. And the wood 
and the mountain, and all these things, moved." 
"Verily," said be, " there is none who can know 
aught concerning this unless it be Branwen." 

Messengers then went unto Branwen. " Lady," 
they, " what thlnkest tliou that this is 7 " 
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" The men of the Island of llie Mighty, who 1 
come hither ou hearing of mj ill-treatmeut and ( 
my woes." " What is the forest tliat is seen i 
Uic sea ? " asked they. " The yards and ihu c 
of ships," she answered, "Alas!" said t 
" what is the mountain that is seen by the side a 
the ships ? " " Beudigcid Vran, my brullmr," s 
replied, " coming to shoal water, and he is wadiug N 
the laud." " What is the lofty ridge, with tli« 1 
on each side thereof ? " "On looking towards t 
island he is wroth, and his two eyes on each side Q 
his nose ai-o the two lakes on each side of the r 

The warriors and chief men of Ireland wei 
brouglit togctlier in haste, and they took couoe 
"Lord," said the neighhors unto Matholch, ' 
is no otlier counsel than this alone. Thou shalt g 
the kingdom to Gweru, the son of Branwcn his si 
as a compensation for the wrong and despite 1 
have been done imto Branwon. Aiid he will c 
peace with thee." And in the council it i 
solved that this message should 1>o sent to Beadigdfl 
Vran, lest the country should he destroyed, 
this peace was made. And Matholch caused a g 
house to he built for Bcudigeid Vran, and his 1 
Thereupon came the liosts into the house. Tlio x 
of the island of Ireland entered the house on the o 
side, and the men of tlie Island of Uie Mighty on i 
other. And as soon as they had sat down, there was 
concord between them ; and the sovereignty was 
conferred upon the boy. When tho peace vu con- 



BRAKWES, THB 



357 



Peluded, Bcndigeid Vran called the boy imto him, 
aiid from Beadigeid Vran the boy went unto Mana- 
wyddan, and he was beloved by all that beheld him. 
And from Manawyddaii the boy was called by 
Nissyen, the sou of Euroswydd, and the boy went 
mito him lovhigly. " Wliereforo," said Evnissyen, 
" comes uot my nephew, the son of my sister, unto 
Though he were not king of Ireland, yet 

riUingly would I fondlo the boy." " Cheerfully let 
3 to thee," said Beudigeid Vran ; and the Iwy 

rent unto him cheerfully. "By my confession to 
Heaven," said Evnissyen in his heart, " unthought • 

f is the slaughter that I will this instant commit." 
Then he arose and took up the boy, and before any 

mo in the house could seize hold of him bo thrust 
the buy headlong iuto the blazing fire. And wbcu 
Branwou saw her sou burning in the fire, she strove 
to leap into the fire also, from the place where she 
sat between her two brothers. But Bendigeid Vran 
grasped her with one hand, and bis shield with 
tho other. Then tbey all hurried about the house, 
and never was there made so great a tumult by any 
Lost in one house as was made by them, as each man 
armed himself. And while they all Bonglit their 
arms Bendigeid Vran supported Branwen between 
his shield and his shoulder. And they fought. 
Then tlie Irish kindled a fire under the caldron 

f renovation, and they cast the dead bodies into tho 

aldron until it was full ; and the next day tliey came 
I fighting mou, as good as before, c.\copt that 



thej were not abla to speak. Tlien wben Evnissyenl 
BBw tlie dead bodies of the men of the Island of t 
Mighty nowhere resuscitated, he said in his hoi 
"Alas! TToe is me, that I ehould have hotia I 
cause of bringing tlie men of the Island of the Might] 
into so great a strait. Evil bctido mo if 1 find doI 
a deliverance tlierefrom," And he cast himse 
among the dead bodies of the Irish ; and two unshoi! 
Irishmen came to him. and, taking him to be one 
tlic Irish, flung him into the caldron. And bel 
stretched himself out in the caldron, so that ho rent 
the caldron into four pieces, and burst his own 
heart also. 

In consequence of this, the mnn of the Island ( 
the Mighty obtained such success as tlioy had ; 
tliey were not victorious, for only seven men of thei 
all escaped, and Bendigeid Vran himself was wonndi 
in the foot with a poisoned dart. Now the men ths| 
escaped were Pryderi, Manawyddan, Taliesin, 
four others. 

And Bendigeid Tran commanded them that thcTj 
should cutolThis head. " And take you my head,**! 
said he, " and bear it even unto the Wliilo Mount ii 
London, and bury it there witli the face towai 
France. And so long as it lies there, no enomy shal 
ever land on tlie island." Ho they ait off his heac 
and these seven wont forward therewith, 
Ilranwen was the eighth with them. And they cam 
to land on Al>cr Alaw, and they sat down to t 
And Branwen looked towards IrcUn^j 



' the Iijland of tho Mighty, to see if she could descry 
Uietn. *' Alas ! " said slio, " woe is me that I was 
I ever born ; two islands have been destroyed because 
of me." Tlicn she uttered a groan, and tliero broke 
her heart. And tliey made her a four-sided grave, 
and buried her upon the hanks of the Alaw. 

Then the seven men journeyed forward, liearing 

■ the head with them ; and as they went, behold there 

l^met tliom a multitude of men and women. " Have 

■you any tidings?" said Maiiawyddan. " We have 

^Aoae," said they, "save that Caswallawii,* the son 

KOf Beli, has conquered the Island of tho Mighty, and 

s crowned king in London." " What has become," 

aid they, " of Caradoc, the son of Bran, and tho 

fieveu men who were left with him In this island ? " 

" Oaswallawu came upon them, and slew six of the 

rmen, and Caradoc's heart broko for grief thereof." 

And the seven men journeyed on towards London, 

and tliey buried the head in the White Mouut, as 

Bondigeid Vran had directed tliem.t 
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t Thera u a Triad npon the sioiy of tho haul buried under the 
E VbiM Tower of Luudon, as b cliarm agunst lovmion. Anhur, it 
i, prr^udlf diiintemd ilio licivl, preferring to hold die iiUnd b/ 
il own streni^tb alone. 



CHAPTER X. 



MANAWYDDAN. 



PwTLL and Rhiaimon liad a son, 'vliom fticy ^ 
named Pryderi, And when lie was grown up, Pwrll, J 
hia father, died. And Pryderi married Kicra, the | 
daughter of Gwynn Gloy. 

Now Maiiawyddan returned from Uie war lii Ire- 1 
land, and he found that his cousin had seised all I 
his possessions, and mucli grief and hearinoss camo I 
upon him. " Alaa ! woe is mo ! " ho oxclaimod ; I 
" there is none save myself without a home and a I 
resting-place." "Lord," said Piydcri, "be not sol 
sorrowful. Thy cousin is king of the Island of the I 
Mighty, and though he has done thee wrong, thoul 
hast never heen a claimant of land or possessions." I 
"Yea," answered he, " but although this man is myl 
cousin, it gricTCth me to see any one in the pince ofT 
my brother, Bendigeid Vran ; neither can I ho happf I 
in the same dwelling with him." " Wilt tlioH fol-| 
low tlie counsel of another ? " said I'rj-dori. 
stand in need of counsel," he answered, "&nd vhntl 
may that counsel hc'i" "Seven cautrevs bdotigl 
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onto me," said Pryderi, "wherein Rliianiion, my 
mother, dwells, I will bestow lier upon thee, and 
the seven cantrevs with her ; and though thou hadst 
no possessions but those cantrcva only, thou couldst 
not have any fairer than they. Do tliou and Rlii- 
auDon enjoy tlicni, and if thou desire any posses- 
sions thou wilt not despise these." " I do not, 
chieftain," said he, "Heaven reward tliee for tliy 
friendship ! I will go with thee to seek Rhianuon, 
and to look at thy possessions." "Thou wilt do 
well," ho answered ; " and I believe tliat thou didst 
never hear a lady discourse better than she, and 
when she was in her prime, none was ever fairer. 
Even now her aspect is not uncomely." 

Tiiey BCt forth, and, however long the journey, 
they came at last to Dy ved ; and a feast was pre- 
pared for them by Khiannon and Kicva. Then 
began Manawyddan and Rhiannon to sit and to 
talk together; and his mind and his thoughls bo- 
came warmed towards her, and he thought in his 
heart he had never beheld any lady more fulfilled 
of grace and beauty than she. " Pryderi," said he, 
" I will that it be as thou didst say." " Wliat say- 
ing was that?" asked Rhiannon. "Lady," said 
Pryderi, " I did offer thee as a wife to Sfanawyddan, 
the son of Llyr." " By that will I gladly abide," 
said Rhiannon. "Right glad am I also," said Ma- 
nawyddan ; " may Heaven reward him who hath 
aliown unto mo IHendship so perfect as this ! " 

And boforo the feast was over she became hia 
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bride. Said Pryderi, "Tarry yo here tlie rest ofl 
tilt) feast, and 1 will go iulo England to tender my 
liomage unto Caswallawni, the sonof Beli.*' "Lord," 
saitl Bhiannon, " Caewallawii is in Kent ; thoumay- 
est therefore tarry at tho feast, aud wait until ho 
shall be nearer." " We will wail," lie auswered. 
So they ttniRliod the feast. Ajjd they began to 
make the circuit of Dyved, and to huut, and to J 
take their pleasure. Ajid as they went thrones 
the country, they had never sccu lands more plei 
ant to lire in, nor better huiitiug-grounds, nor^ 
greater plenty of honey aud fish. And sueli wa»l 
the friendship hotwocn these four, that they would! 
not bo parted Irom each other by uight nor by 
day. 

And in tho midst of all this ho went to Caswat , 
lawi) nt Osford, anil tendered his homage ; aud bofr 
orahle was his rcecption there, aud hlgldy wua I 
praised for ofToring his homage. 

And after his return I'ryderi and Manawyddsi 
fbasted and took their ease and iilcasiiro. Andfl 
tliey began a feast at Xarljortb, for it was tlie thiefl" 
palace. And when they bad ended tlie iirst mealffl 
while those who served them ate, they arose aud^ 
went forth, and proceeded to the Gorsedd, that t 
the Mound of Xur)>Grth, aud tlieir retinue witli theiOi 
And as tbi^'y sat thus, behold a pc&l of thunder, i 
with the violence of the thunder-storm, lo! tlicro 
vnnie a fall of mist, bo tiiiek that not onu of thuto 
could see tlie other. Aud uFtt^r the mist it bocamo 
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' ligbt all around. And when tlicy looked towards 
tlie plaou where they wore wont to see cattle aiid 
berd^ and dwellings, they saw nothing now, ueitlicr 
house, nor beast, nor smoke, nor fire, nor man, nor 
dwelling:, but tlio buildings of the court empty, and 
desert, and uninhabited, without cither man or 
beast witliin them. And truly all their compau- 
Liona were lost to thcui, without their knowing 
l»ngbt of what had belollon tbem, save those four 
|Oaly. 

"In the name of Heaven," said Manawyddan, 
I *' where are tliey of the court, and oil my host he- 
y^ia ? Let ua go and see." 

So they came to the castle, and saw no man, and 

ftinto Uio ball, and to tlie sleeping-place, and there 

was none ; and in the mead-cellar and in the 

kitchen there was naught but desolation. Thon 

they hogan to go through the land, and all the poa- 

scssiona that they had ; and they visited the houses 

and dwellings, and found nothing but wild beasts. 

I And when they had consumed their feast and all 

I their provisions, they fed upon the prey tliey killed 

[ is hunting, and the honey of the wild swarms. * 

And one morning Pryderi and Mauawyddan rose 

I up to hunt, and they ranged tbcir dogs and went 

I fortli. And some of tlio dogs ran bcforo tliem, and 

I came to a bu^h wliicli was near at hand ; but as 

1 Boon as tlicy were come to the hush, they hastily 

I drew back, and returned to the men, their hair 

I bristling up greatly. " Let us go near to tlie 
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bush," said Pryderi, "and see what is in it." 
And as they came near, behold, a wild boar of a 
pure white color rose up from the bush. Then 
the dogs, being set on by the men, rushed towards 
him; but he left the bush, and fell back a little 
way from the men, and made a stand against the 
dogs, without retreating from them, until the men 
had come near. And when the men came up, he 
fell back a second time, and betook him to flight. 
Then they pursued the boar until they beheld a 
vast and lofty castle, all newly built, in a place 
where they had never before seen either stone or 
building. And the boar ran swiftly into the castle, 
and the dogs after him. Now when the boar and 
the dogs had gone into the castle, the men began to 
wonder at finding a castle in a place where they 
had never before seen any building whatsoever. 
And from the top of the Gorsedd they looked and 
listened for the dogs. But so long as they were 
there, they heard not one of the dogs, nor aught 
concerning them. 

" Lord," said Pryderi, " I will go into the castle 
to get tidings of the dogs." " Truly," he replied, 
"thou wouldst be unwise to go into this castle, 
which thou hast never seen till now. If thou 
wouldst follow my counsel, thou wouldst not enter 
therein. Wliosoever has cast a spell over this land, 
has caused this castle to be here." " Of a tnith," 
answered Pryderi, " I cannot thus give up my 
dogs." And for all the counsel that Manawyddan 
gave him, yet to the castle he went. 
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AVhcn lio came within the castlo, neither man 
nor boast, nor boar, nor dogs, nor house, iior dwell- 
ing, saw Iio within it. But in the centre of the 
castle-floor he beheld a fountain with marble-work 
around it, and on tlio margin of the fouutain a 
golden bowl upon a. marble slab, and chains hang- 
ing from the air, to which ho saw no end. 

And he was greatly pleased with the beauty of 
tho gold, and with tlie rich workmanship of the 
bowl ; and ho went np to tho howl, and laid hold of 
it. And when ho had taken hold of it, his hands 
stuck to the bowl, and his feet to tho slab on which 
the bowl was placed ; and all his joyousness forsook 
bim, EC that he could not utter a word. And thus 
he stood. 

And Manawyddan waited for him till near the 
close of the day. And late in tho eveoinp, being 
certain that he should have no tidings of Pryderi or 
tho dogs, lie went back to the palace. And as he 
entered, Rhiannon looked at him. "Where," said 
slie, " are thy companion and tliy dogs ? " " Be- 
hold," he answered, "the adrenturo that has be- 
fallen me." And he related it all ujito her, "An 
evil companion hast thou been," said Bhiannon, 
"and a good companion hast thou lost." And 
with tliat word she went out, and proceeded to- 
wards the castle, according to the direction which 
he gave her. The gate of tho castle she found 
open. She was nothmg daunt«d, aud eho went in. 
And as she went in, she perceived Pryderi laying 
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hdd of the bowl, and elie went tovards Iiim. '> 1 
my lord," said nha, " witat dost lliou here t " Aii4 J 
she took Lold of tlio bowl with him ; aiid a& she did I 
so, tier luuids also bocame fast to tbo bowl, and I 
her foot to the slab, and sho was not ablu to ut- l 
ter a word. And with that, as it bccaaiu nii^lit, \ 
lo ! there came thunder u^n them, aiid u fall uf ] 
tuist ; and tkereupOQ the custle vanished, and th/sj ] 
with it. 

TTben Kicva, the daughter of Glynn Gloy, saw 1 
that there was no one in the ])alace but herself and ] 
Mauawyddau, she sorrowed so that she cared not I 
whether slie lived or died. And Mauawyddan saw 1 
this. " Thou art ia the wrong," said ho, " if I 
through fear of me thou grieveet thus. I call | 
Heaven to witness that thou hast never seoii friend- i 
ship more pviro than that which 1 will hear thee, i 
long as Heaven will tliat thou sliouldst bo thus. I j 
declare to tliee, that, were I in the dawn of j'oath, I J 
would keep xaj faith unto Prydori, and unto theea 
alfio will I koup it. Be there no fear upon thee:,! 
theroforo." " Heaven reward thee ! " she said ; 
that is what I deemed of thue." And the d 
thereupon took courage, and was glad. 

" Truly, lady," said Mauawyddau, " it is not fit- ^ 
ting for us to stay here ; we have lost our dog«, and 
cannot got food. Let us go into England ; it is J 
easiest for us to lind support there." "Gladly, [ 
lord," said slie, " wo will do so," And thoy let I 
forth together to England. 
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'* Lord," said she, " what craft wilt thou follow ? 
Tako up one that is seemly." " None other will I 
take," answered lie, " but that of making shoes." 
" Lord," said she, " such a craft becomes not a man 
BO nobly liom as thou." " By that however will 1 
abide," said he. " I know nothing thereof," said 
Kicva. " But I know," answered Manawyddan, 
" and I will teach tliee to stitch. Wo will not at- 
tempt to dress the leatlier, hut we will buy it ready 
dressed, and will make the shoes from it." 

So they went into England, and went as far as 
Hereford ; and tliey betook themselves to making 
shoes. And he began by buying the best cordwain 
that could be had in the town, and none other would 
lie buy. And he associated liimsclf with the best 
goldsmith in the town, and caused him to make 
clasps for the shoes, and to gild the clasps; and he 
marked how it was done until he learned the meth- 
od. Aitd .tlierefore is he called one of the three 
naakors of gold shoes. And. when they could be 
had from him, not a shoo nor huso was houglit of 
any of the cordwainers in the ton-u. But when the 
cordwaiuers perceived that their gains wore faihng, 
(for as Manawyddan shaped the work, so Kicva 
Btitched it,) they came together and took counsel, 
and agreed that they would slay them. And he 
had warning thereof, and it was told him how tlie 
cordwainers had agreed together to slay him. 

" Lord," said Kicva, " wherefore should this he 
borne from these boors?" "Nay," said he, "wo 
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will go back unto Djrod." So towards Dyrcd they ] 
get forth. 

Now Manawyddan, when he set out to return to J 
Dyved, took with him a burden of wheat. And h©a 
proceeded towards Narberth, and there ho dwelt. J 
Ajid never was he better pleased than when he sRWl 
Narberth again, and the lands whero he had been ^ 
wont to hunt with Pryderi and with Rhiaiuion. 
And he accustomed himself to fish, and to hunt tlio 
deer in their covert. And then he began to prepare 
some ground, and he sowed a croft, and a second^ J 
and a third. And no wheat in the world ererrfl 
sprung up better. And tlie three crofts prosporoctl 
with perfect growth, and no man ever b 
wheat than it. 

And thus passed the Boasons of the year until t 
liarvcst carao. And he went to look at one of htftl 
crofts, and, behold, it was i-ipe. " I will reap tbU^ 
to-morrow," said he. And that night he went hackl 
to Narl>erth, and on the morrow, in the gray dawn,l 
he went to reap the croft ; and when ho camo therfli J 
he found nothing but the bare straw. Every one 
the ears of the wheat was cut off from the stalk, andj 
all the ears carried entirely away, and notliiiig bull 
the straw left. And at this he mar\-elled greatly. 

Then he went to look at another croft, and, b 
hold, that also was ripe. " Verily," said he, " lliil 
will I reap to-morrow." And on the morrow boj 
cnnie with .the intent to reap it ; and when be camSy 
there, ho found notliing but the bare straw. 
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gracious Heaven ! " ho exclaimed, " I know that 
flfhosoever lias begun my ruin is completing it, and 
has also destroyed the country with me." 

Then ho went to look at the third croft; and when 
he came there, finer wheat had there never been seen, 
and this also was rii«. " Evil betido me," said he, 
" if I watch not here to-night. Whoever carried off 
the other corn will como in like manner to take this, 
and I will know who it is." And ho told Kicva ail 
that had befallen. "Veiily," said she, *' what 
thinkest thou to do ? " *' I will watch tlio croft 
to-night," said he. And ho went to watch the 
croft. 

And at midnight be licard sometliing stirring 
among the wlicat ; and ho looked, and behold, the 
mightiest host of mice in the world, which could 
neither be numbered nor measured. And ho knew 
not what it was until the mice had made their way 
into the croft, and each of them, climbing up the 
jBtraw, and bending it down with its weight, had cut 
off one of the oars of wheat, and liad carried it away, 
leaving tliore the stalk ; and ho saw not a single 
straw there tliat had not a mouse to it. And they 
all took tlioir way, carrying the ears widi them. 

In wrath and anger did be rush upon the mico ; 

t ho could no more como up with them than if they 
been gnats or bh*ds of the air, except one only, 
ih, though it was but sluggisli, wont so fast that 
m on foot could scarce overtake it. • And after 
one ho went, and he caught it, and put it in bis 
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glore, and tied up the opening of the glove with a 
string, and kept it vith him, and returned to the 
palace. Then he came to the hall wlicro Kicva was, 
and he lighted a fire, and hun^ the gloTe hy iho 
straig Tipon a peg, " Wiat hast tbon there, lord 
Bud Kicva. " A thief," said he, " that I fouud 
robbing mo." "What kind of a thief may it be, 
lord, that thou couldst jnit into thy glore ? " said 
she. Then he told her how the mice came to th»' 
last of the fields in his sight. " And one of them' 
Tas less tumble than the rest, and is now in my 
glove ; " to-morrow I will hang it." " My lord, 
said she, " this is marvellous ; but yet it would bfl 
unseemly for a man of dignity like thee to be bang- 
ing such a reptile as this." " Woe betide me," said 
he, " if I would not hang them all. could i catch 
Uiem. and such as 1 have I will hang," " Verily, 
lord." stud she, " there is no reason tliat I should' 
sucoor this reptile, except to prevent discredit uul 
ihee. Do tlierefore, lord, as lliou wilt." 

Then he went to the Kound of Narberth. taktl 
the mouse with him. And he set up two forks 
the highest part of the mound. And while ho 
doing tliis, behold, he saw a scholar coming to' 
him. in old and poor and tattered garments. And 
it was now seven years since he had seen in tluU 
place either man or beast, except tho«o four parsons 
who had remained together until two of lliem 
losL 

" Mr lord," said tho scholar, " good day to thee' 



I 



871 



I 

I 



** Heaven prosper thee, and my greeting bo unto 
tlice ! And whence dost thou come, scliolar ? " 
asked he. " I come, lord, from singing in Eng- 
land ; and wherefore dost tliou inquire ? " " Be- 
cause for the last seven years," answered he, " I 
liave seen no man here save four secluded persons, 
and thyself this moment." "Truly, lord," said he, 
" I go through this land unto mine own. Ajid what 
work art thou upon, lord ? " " I am hanging a 
thief that I caught robbing me," said be. "Wliat 
manner of thief is that ? " asked the scholar. " I 
see a creature in thy hand tike unto a mouse, and 
ill does it become a man of rank equal to thine to 
touch a reptile such as this. Let it go forth free." 
" I will not let it go free, by Heaven," said he ; " I 
caught it robbing me, and the doom of ft thief will 
I intlict upon it, and 1 will hang it." "Lord," said 
he, " rather than see a man of rank equal to thine 
at such a work as tliis, I would give thee a pound, 
vhich I have received as alms, to let the reptile go 
forth free." " I will not let it go free," said ho, 
" neither will I sell it," " As thou wilt, lord," ho 
answered ; " I care naught." And the scholar wont 
his way. 

And as he was placing the cross-beam upon the 
two forks, l)chold, a priest came towards him, upon 
a horse covered with trappings. " Good dny to 
thee, lord," said he, " Heaven prosper thee ! " said 
Manawyddan ; " thy blessing." " The blessing of 
Heaven be upon thee ! And what, lord, art thou 
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doing V "I am haugiug a Uiiof that I caugj 
robbing me," said he. " What maimer of thiej 
lord?" asked ho, "A creature," he aiiswerc 
" in form of a mouse. It has been robbing mfl 
and I am iuflictiug upon it the doom of a tbitif.V 
" Lord," said he, " rather than sec thee touch tla 
reptile, I would purchase its freedom." " By u 
confession to Hcaveu, neither will I sell it nor e 
it free." " It is true, lord, that it is worth nolh 
to buj ; but rather tlian see tliee defile thj^self Ij 
touching such a reptile as tliis, I will give thee t 
pounds to let it go."- " I will not, hy HoaTeoj 
said he, "take any price for it. As it ou^t, | 
shall it be hanged." And Uie priest went his f 

Then he noosed the string around tho mow 
neck, and as he was about to draw it up, behold, I 
saw a bishop's retinue, with his siimpter-horsea a 
bis attendants. And tho bishop himself cama i 
wards him. And he stayed his work. " Lord Bid 
op," said ho, " thy blessing." " Heaven's blessingfl 
unto theo! " said he. " What work art thouupvul 
*' Hanging a thief that I caught robbing tne," s 
he. " Is not that a mouse that I see in thy bandn 
" Yes," answered he, " and sbe has nibbod i 
*' Ay," said he, " since I have come at the doom ^ 
tliis reptile, I will ransom it of tbee, I will ] 
thee seven {>ounds for it, and that rather than s 
man of rank etjual to thine destroying m vilo a r 
tile as this. Let it loose, and thou shall have I 
money." " I declare to Heaven that I will not I 
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it loose." " If thou ■wilt not loose it for this, I will 
gire tlioe four and twenty pouuds of ready laoucy 
to set it free." " I will not set it free, by Heaven, 
for as much agaju," said he. " If thou wilt not set 
it free for this, I will give thee all the horses that 
thou seest in this plain, and the seven loads of bag- 
gage, and the seven horses that they are upon." 
*' By Heaven, I will not," he rephed. " Since 
for this thou wilt not set it free, do bo at what price 
soever thou wilt." " I will that Rhiannon and 
Pryderi bo free," said he. *' That thou shalt have," 
he answered. " Not yet will I loose the mouse, by 
Heaven." "What then wouldst thou?" "That 
the charm and the illusion be removed from tlie 
seven cantrevs of Dj*ved." "This shalt thou have 
also ; set therefore the mouse free." " I will not 
set it free, by Heaven," said he, " till I know who 
the mouse may be." " She is my wife." " Where- 
fore came she to mo?" "To despoil theo," ho 
answered. " I am Lloyd, the son of Kilwed, and I 
cast the charm over the seven cantrevs of Dyved. 
And it was to avenge Gawl, the son of Clud, from 
the friendship I had towards him, that I cast the 
charm. And upon Pryderi did I avenge Gawl, the 
son of Clud, for the game of Badger in the Bag, that 
Pwyll, the son of Auwyn, played upon him. And 
when it was known that thou wast come to dwell in 
Uie land, my household came and besought me to 
transform them into mice, that they migbt destroy 
thy corn. And they went the first and tlio second 
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night, and destroyod tby two crops. And the third I 
night came unto mc my wife aiid the ladies of the 1 
coarl, and besought me to traiisrorm tliem. And I \ 
transformed them. Now she is not in her ii^ual 
health. And had she been in her usual health, thoa 
wouldst not have been able to overtake hor ; but f jnco 
this has taken place, and she has been caught, I will 
restore to theo Pryderi and Rhiaunou, otid I wifl J 
take the charm and illunioii from off Dyved, Sctjl 
her therefore free." " I will not set her free ret.*' 
" Wliat wilt thou more ? " he asked. " I will that 
there be no more charm upon the seven cantrcvs o 
Dyved, and that uouo shall be put upon it lience-1 
forth ; moreover, that vengeance be never takcu fori 
this, either upon Pryderi or Bhiaunon, or upon me." 
*' All this shalt thou have. And truly tliuu hat 
doQO wisely in asking this. Upon thy head wouldj 
Iiare lit all this trouble." "Yea," said he, " foi 
fear thereof was it that I required tins," " Set ti 
my wife at liberty." " I will not," said ho, " uotilfl 
I SCO Pryderi and Rhlannon with me free." " Be-g 
hold, here Uiey come," he ajiswercd. 

Ami lliereupon behold Pryderi and Rhi 
And lie rose up to meet them, and greeted llici 
and sat down beside them. " Ah, chieftain, net nod 
Iny wife at liberty," said the bishop. " Hast llu 
not received all thou didst ask V "I wiU nlot 
her, gladly," sold he. And thereupon Ira sot I 
fireo. 

Thcu he struck hor witli a magic wand, ud s 
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was cliaiiged back into a young woman, the fairest 
ever seen. 

" Look round upon thy land," said ho, " and thou 
wilt see it all tilled and peopled as it was in its best 
estate." And he rose up and looked forth. And 
when he looked he saw all the lauds tilled, and full 
of herds and dwellings. 

Ajid thus ends this portion of the Mabinogi. 
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The following allusions to tho preceding story are 
found in a letter of tho poet Southey to Jolrn Kick- 
man, Esq., dated June flth, 1802 : — 

" You will read the Mabinogoon, concerning which 
I ought to have talked to you. In the last, that 
most odd and Arabian-like story of the mouse, 
mention is made of a begging scholar, that helps to 
the date ; but where did tho Cymri get the imagi- 
nation that could produce such a tale ? That en- 
chantment of the basin hanging by the chain from 
heaven is in tho wildest spirit of the Arabian Nights. 
I am perfectly astonished that such fictions should 
exist in Welsh. They throw no light on the origin 
of romance, everything being utterly dissimilar to 
what we mean by that term, but they do open a new 
world of fiction ; and if tbe date of their language 
bo fixed about tho twelfth or tbirtoonth century, I 
cannot but think tho mythological substance is of 
far earlier date; very probably brought from tlio 
East by some of tho first settlers or conquerors." 
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KiLTDD, the son of Prince Eelyddon, desired a 
wife as a helpmate, and the wife that he chose was 
Goleudid, the daughter of Prince Anlawd. And 
after their union the people put up prayers that they 
might have an heir. And they had a son through 
the prayers of the people ; and called his name Kil- 
wich. 

After this the boy's mother, Goleudid, the daughter 
of Prince Anlawd, fell sick. Then she called her 
husband to her, and said to him, ^' Of this sickness 
I shall die, and thou wilt take another wife. Now 
wives are the gift of the Lord, but it would be wrong 
for thee to harm thy son. Therefore I charge thee 
that thou take not a wife imtil thou see a briar 
with two blossoms upon my grave." And this be 
promised her. Then she besought him to dress her 
grave every year, that no weeds might grow thereon. 
So the queen died. Now the king sent an attendant 
every morning to see if anything were growing upon 
the grave. And at the end of the seventh year tliey 
neglected that which they had promised to the queen. 
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One daj the king went to hunt ; and he rode to 
the place of burial, to seo tho grave, and to know if 
it were tinio that he should take a wife: and tho 
king saw tho briar. And when ho saw it, the king 
took counsel where he should find a wife. Said one 
' of his counsellors, " I know a wife that will suit tlico 
well; and she is the wife of King Doged." And 
they resolved to go to seek her ; and they slew the 
ting, and brought away his wife. And tliey con- 
quered the king's lands. And lio married the 
vidow of King Doged, the sister of Yspadadcn Pen- 
kawT. 

And one day his stepmotlier said to Kilwich, " It 
were well for thop to have a wife." " I ain not yet 
of an ago to wed," answered the youth. Thou said 
Bhe unto him, *' I declare to thco that it is thy destiny 
not to be suited with a wifo until thou obtain Olwen, 
the daughter of Yspadadou Pcnkawr." And tho 
youth blushed, and the lore of the maiden diflii»cd 
itself through all his frame, although he had never 
seen her. And his father inijuircd of him, " What 
has come over thee, my son, and what ailelli thee ? " 
*' Sly stepmother has declared to mo that I shall 
never have a wifo until I obtain Olwen, tho daughter 
of Tspadadcn Pcnkawr," *' That will be easy for 
thee," answered liis father. " Arthur is thy cousin. 
Go, therefore, unto Arthur, to cut thy hair, and ask 
this of him as a boon." 

And the youth pricked forth upon a steed with 
head dappled gray, four winters old, firm of limb, 
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■with shell-formed hoofs, liaving a bridle of Unkeil 
gold oil liis head, aiid upon him a. saddlu of costlj'' 
gold. And in Uie youth's hand were two spean' 
of silver, sharp, well-tem|)en!d, headed with steel, 
three ells in length, of an edge to woand the wind, 
and cause blood to Sow, and swifter than the fall of 
the dew-drop from the blade of reed-grass, when Iha 
dew of June is at the heaviest. A gold-hilted sword 
was upon his tliigh, the blade of which was gilded, 
bearing a cross of inlaid gold of the hue of the light- 
ning of heaven. His war-liorn was of irorjr. Be- 
fore him were two brindled, white- breasted grey* 
hounds, harmg strong collars of rubies about (bi 
necks, reaching from the shoulder to the car. Am 
tlie one that was U]ion the left side bounded 
to the right side, and the one on the right to thi 
loft, and, like two soa-swallows, sported around hun. 
And his courser cast up four sods, with his four 
hoofs, like four swallows in the air, about his head, 
now above, now below. About him was a Ibur- 
cornered cloth of purple, and an apjile of gold waf 
at each corner, and every one of Uie apples was of 
the value of an hundred kine. And there was pn^ i 
cious gold of the value of three hundred kine upoii i 
liis shoes, and upon bis stimips, from his knc* to 
ttie tip of his toe. And the blade of grass bent not. 
beneath him, so light was his courser's tread, as be 
journeyed toward the gate of Arthur's palace. 

Spoke the youlli: "Is there a porter?" "nwro 
; and if tliou boldest not thy peace, small will 
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thy welcome. I am Arthur's portoi- every first day 
of Jaimiirj." " Ojien the portal." " I will not open 
it." " Where fore not?" "The knife is in the 
.t, and tho drink is in the horn, and there is 
revelry in Arthur's hall ; and none may enter there- 
in but tlie sou of a king of a privileged country, or 
a craftsman bringing hia craft. But there will bo 
refreshment for thy dogs and for thy horse ; and 
for thee there will be collops cooked and peppered, 
and luscious wine, and inirtliful songs ; and food 
for fifty men shall be brought unto thee in tho guest- 
chamber, whera the stranger and the sons of other 
countries eat, who come not into the prechicts of tho 
palaco of Arthur. Thou wilt fare no worse there 
ihuii thou wouldst with Arthur iu the court. A 
lady shall smooth thy couch, and shall lull thee 
with songs ; and early to-morrow morning, when 
the gate is open for the multitude that csuna hither 
to-day, for thee shall it be opened first, and thou 
mayest sit in the place that thou shall choose in Ar- 
thur's hall, from llio upper end to the lower." Said 
the youth : " That will 1 not do. If thou openest the 
gate, it is well. If thou dost not o[}en it, I will bring 
disgrace upon thy lord, and evil report upon thee. 
And I will set up three shouts at this very gate, than 
which none were ever heard more deadly." "What 
clamor soever thou mayest make," stud Glewlwyd 
tlie porter, " against the laws of Arthur's palace, 
Bhalt thou not enter lliereiu, until 1 first go and 
speak with Arthur." 
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Then Olewlwyd went into the halL And Ajrdnir 
said to him, ^^ Hast thou news from the gate 1 " 
^< Half of my life is passed," said Olewlwyd, *^ and 
half of thine. I was heretofore in Slaer Se and 
Asse, in Sach and Salach, in Lotor and Fotor, and 
I have been in India the Great and India the Lesser, 
and I have also been in Europe and Africa, and in 
the islands of Corsica, and I was present when thou 
didst conquer Greece in the East. Nine supreme 
sovereigns, handsome men, saw we there, but never 
did I behold a man of equal dignity with him who 
is now at the door of the portal." Then said Ar- 
thur : ^^ If walking thou didst enter here, return 
thou running. It is unbecoming to keep such a 
man as thou sayest he is in the wind and the rain." 
Said Kay : " By the hand of my friend, if thou 
wouldst follow my counsel, thou wouldst not break 
through the laws of the court because of him." 
" Not so, blessed Kay," said Arthur ; " it is an 
honor to us to bo resorted to, and the greater our 
courtesy, the greater will be our renown and our 
fame and our glory." 

And Olewlwyd came to tlie gate, and opened the 
gate before Kilwich ; and although all dismounted 
upon the horse-block at the gate, yet did he not 
dismount, but he rode in upon his charger. Then 
said he, " Greeting be unto thee, sovereign ruler of 
this island, and be this greeting no less unto the 
lowest than unto the highest, and be it equally unto 
thy guests, and thy warriors, and tliy chieftains ; let 
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all partake of it as completely as thyself. And com- 
plete be thy favor, and thy fame, and tliy glory, 
throughout all this island." " Greeting unto thee 
also," said Arthur ; " sit thou betweeu two of my 
varriors, and thou shalt have minstrels before tliee, 
and thou shalt enjoy the privileges of a king born to 
a throne, as long as thou remainest hero. And 
when I dispense my presents to the visitors and 
strangers in this court, they shall be in thy hand at 
my commencing." Said the youth, " I came not 
bere to consume meat and drink ; but if I obtaiit 
the boon that I seek, I will requite it thee, and 
extol thee ; but if I have it not, I will beiir forth 
thy dispraise to the four quarters of the world, as 
thy renown has extended." Then said Ar- 
" Since thou wilt not remain here, chieftain, 
It receive tlie boon, whatsoever tliy tongue 
niay name, as far as the wind dries, and the rain 
moistens, and the sun revolves, and the sea encir- 
cles, and the earth extends ; save only my ship 
Prydwen, and my mantle, and Caleburn, my sword, 
andRhongomyant, my lance, and Gucnever, my wife. 
By the truth of Heaven, thou slialt have it cheer- 
fully, name what thou wilt," " I would that thou 
bless my hair," said he. " That shall be granted 
thee." 

And Arthur took a golden comh, and scissors 
whereof the loops were of silver, and he combed his 
hair. And Arthur inquired of him who he was; 

for my heart warms unto theo, and I know that 
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thou art come of my blood. Tell me, therefore,! 
irho thou art." " I mil tell thee," stiid the youtli. J~ 
'■ 1 am Kilwich. the soq of Kiljdd, the sou of Prince I 
Kclyddon, by Goleudyd my mother, the dangliler of ^ 
Prince Anlawd." "That is true," said Arthur; 
" thou art my cousin. Whatsoever hoon thou 1 
mayest ask, thou shalt receive, ko it what it may I 
that thy tongue shall name." " Pledge the truth I 
of Heaven and the faith of thy kingdom thereof." | 
" I pledge it thee gladly." " I crave of thee, then, J 
tliat tliou obtain for me Olwen, the daughter uf I 
Yt^padaden Penkawr, to wife ; and this boon I like- 1 
■wise seek at the hands of tliy warriors. 1 seek it I 
from Kay and from Bedwyr ; and from Gwyna, tlio I 
son of Xndd, and Gudwy, tho eon of Geraint, and J 
Prince Flewddur Flam, and lona, king of France, i 
aiid .Sel, tho son of Selgi, and Talicsin, the chief ofl 
thfi hards, and Geraint, the son of Erhin, Oaranvyn^ 1 
the son of Kay, and Amren, the son of Bedwyr, 01, f 
the son of Olwyd, Bedwin, the bisliop, GuencTer, tha I 
diief lady, and Gucnhywach, her sister, Klorrcd, the I 
daughter of Urieu, and Gwentian Deg, tlic maje!(t)o I 
maidcD, Crciddylad,* tho daughter of Lludd, the I 

* Ci«>idjrUi] u DO other than ShakMpcaR'a Conlrlis, • 
fclhcr, Kmg Lear, b Inr the Wckh iiilboHtiBs nllrd inithunminauli' 
Urr«r LteM. AH the old cbmnidin gin itw ttorr orhradtroliM 
n btr agtA pitnM, bat none nf ibtm *««in to ban tm-n wnm that 
•he it diitined lo nnain with him till thv i»,j of dcxnn. whtln Gw;n i 
•p Kadd. Hat kins of tb« faints, and Gwrthir ap Omilial. Ih^ br I 
lat crvrr flm «f Ha*, and wliichcrcr of them mar hr f 
BP g afi h ID W Ite nmiuaw al dtat itmi: atll obtain tier an Id* lind*^ 
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coDStant maiden, and Ewoedan, the daughter of 
Kyuvcljn," the half-man." All these did Kilwich, 
the son of Kilydd, adjure to obtain his boon. 

Then said Arthur, " O chieftain, I Iiave never 
heard of tho maiden of wliom thou spoakest, nor of 
her kindred, but I will gladly scud messengers in 
Bcarch of her. Give mo time to seek her." vVnd 
the jouth said, " I will williugly grant from this 
night to that at the end of the year to do bo." Then 
Arthur sent messengers to every land within his 
dominions to seek for the maiden, and at the end of 
tho year Arthur's messengers returned without hav- 
ing gained any knowledge or intelligence concorn- 
ing Olwen, more than on the first day. Then said 
Kilwich, "Every one has received his boon, and I 
yet lack mine. I will depart, and bear away thy 
honor with me." Then said Kay, '* Rash chieftain ! 
dost thou reproach Arthur ? Go with us, and wo 
will not part until thou dost either confess that tlie 
maiden exists not in the world, or until we obtain 
her." Thereupon Kay rose up. And Arthur called 
Bedwyr, who never shrank from any enterprise upon 

* The Welih hare ■ bblo on tho sabject or the lutlf.mim, taken (a 
be illiutnitire of tho force of habit. In thu nllcgor; Arthur is sup. 
powfl to be met by a tprito, who appears at flntt in a iniall and indis- 
tinct form, bat who, on approaching nearer, increaKC in aiic, auil, 
Blanming the icmbtance of half a man, endeavors to pravoko the king 
to wreitle. Despising his weakness, and considering that he afaould 
gain DO crodil by the oncoanlBT, Arthur refuaoa to do so, and Jelajs 
■b* conlost onlil at length Ihe half-mim (lUbil) bccomca so itrong 
lima hii utmost efforts tc 
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Thich Ear wus ix>uiid. N'one were eqiuil la Ii!m infl 
swiftness throughout this ishmd except ^Vrthufi 
nloDo; and although ho was one-haudeiJ, llirce I 
warriors could not shed blood faster than he oa iho | 
field of baille. 

And Arthur called to Kyndelig, the guide, " GoM 
thou upou this expedition with the cliicftajn."! 
For as good a guide was he in a land which ho hniu 
never seeu as he was in his own, 

lie called Gurhyr Gwalstat, because he knew alLl 
tongues. 

Uo colled Gawain, the son of Owyar, because Iifl I 
never returned home without acluoviug the adren- 1 
lure of which ha went in quest. 

And Arthur called Moneu, the son of Tcirj 
ill order that, if they went into a savage country, bft*! 
mi^^ht cost a charm and an illusion over them, so thatJ 
none might see them whilst they could soo CTttryJ 

They journeyed until they came to a rast op« 
plain, wherein they saw a great castle, which i 
tlie fairest of the castles of tJio world. And whw 
they came before the ca*tle, ihey beheld a vast floclci 
of sheep. And upon tlio top of a mound tliero v 
& herdsman keeping the sheep. And a rug nuule o 
skins was upon him, and by his side was "a alia 
mastilT, larger than a steed nine winturv old. 

Then said Kay, " Gurhyr Gwalstat, go tlion and] 
Kdute yonder man." " Kay," said ho, " I cngi 
not to go further than thoa thyselt" " Lot us g 
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then together," answered Kay. Said Mencu, " Fear 
not to go thither, for I will cast a spell upon the 
dog, so that he shall injure no one." And they went 
up to the mound whereon the herdsman was, and 
they said to him, " How dost thou faro, herdsman ? " 
" Not less fair be it to you than to mc." " Whoso 
are the sheep that thou dost keep, and to whom does 
yonder castle belong ? " " Stupid are ye, truly ! 
not to know tliat this ia the castlo of Yspadaden 
Penkawr. And ye also, who are ye ? " " Wo are 
an embassy from Artiiur, come to seek Olwen, the 
daughter of yspadaden Penkawr." " men ! tlio 
mercy of Heaven be upon you ; do not that for oil 
the world. None who over came hitlier on this quest 
has returned alive." And the herdsman rose up. 
And as he rose Kilwich gave unto him a ring of gold. 
And he went home and gave the ring to his spouse 
to keep. And she took the ring when it was given 
her, and she said, " TVHionce came this ring, for tliou 
art not wont to have good fortune." " wife, him 
to whom tluB ring belonged thou shalt sec here this 
evening." "And who is ho? "asked the woman. 
"Kilwich, the son of Kilydd,by Golendid, the daugh- 
ter of Prince Aniawd, who is come to seek Olwen as 
his wife." Ajid when she heard that, she had joy 
that her nephew, tlie son of her sister, was coming 
to her, and sorrow, because she had never known 
any one depart alive who had come on that quest. 
And the men went forward to tlie gate of the 
I'hcrdsman's dwellUig. And when she heard their 
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footfiteps approacliing, she ran out with joy to moot \ 
them. And Kaj snatched a billet out of the pile. 
And Then she met them, slie sought to throw licr 
arms about their necks. And Kay placed the log 
between her two hands, and she aquoezod it so that 
it became a twisted coil. " woman," said Kay, 
" if thou liadst squeezed me thus, none could ever 
again have set their affections on me. Eyil love 
were this." They entered into the house and were 
served ; and soon after, they all went forth to amuso 
themselves. Then the woman opened a stone chest 
tliat was before the chimney-corner, and out of it 
arose a youth with yellow, curling hair. 
Gnrhyr, " It is a pity to hide this youth. I I 
that it is not his own crime that b thus visited upc 
him." "This is but a remnant," said the woman 
" Three and twenty of my sons has Tspadadci 
Peukawr slain, and I have no more hope of this 
than of tbo others." Then eaid Kay, " Lot 1 
come and be a companion with me, and he shall c 
be slain unless I also am slain with him." And t3 
alo. Aiid the woman asked them, " Upon whaj 
errand come you here?" "Wo como to seeil 
Olwen for this youth." Then said the woman, " 
the name of Heaven, since no one from the ca5 
hath yet Been you, return again whence you cunc 
" Heaven is our witness, that we will not return v 
til we have seen the maiden. Docs die ever t 
hither, so tliat ebo may ho seen?" " Slie < 
here every Saturday to wash hor head, and ia 1 
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I vessol -wlicre she washes she loaves all her rings, and 
I ulio never either comes herself or sends any messen- 
•s to fetcli them." " Will she come here if she 
ioiit to ? " " Heaven knows that I will not destroy 
my soul, nor will I betray those that trust mc ; un- 
less you will pledge mo your faith that you will not 
harm her, I will not send to her." " We pledge it," 
■ eaid they. So a message was sent, and she came. 

The maiden was clothed in a robe of flame-colored 
[ Bilk, and about her neck was a collar of ruddy gold, 
I on which were precious emeralds and rubies. More 
[ yellow was her liead than the flower of tlie broom,* 
I and her skia was whiter than the foam of the wave, 
I and fairer were her hands and her fingers tlian the 
I blojisoms of the wood-aneniono amidst tho spray of 
I the meadow fountain. The eye of the trained liawk 
I v&a not brighter than hers. Her bosom was more 
1 snowy than the breast of tlio white swan, lier clieek 
I was redder than the reddest roses. Whoso beheld her 
I was filled with her love. Four white trefoils sprung 
tip wherever she trod. And therefore was she called 
Olwcn. 

She entered the Hiousa and sat beside Kilwich 
upon the foremost beach ; and as soon as he saw 

* Tlio ronumeer* dwell wilh gnat tompUuxory on tho fair hur and 
di^liciUB complexion ofEhcir heniinsi. This luio coniinapcl fur a long 
time, anil to ninclvr the hair light wa« an objoct of cdacalion. Eicn 
when wigi ramo into fashion the^ vcre all flaxen. Savb vas iha 
color of the hair of tho Gauls and of their Gorman coacjucron. It 
tM|airv<l some ccataries to cecondle ihtir rjet to ihu iwarcby beautiw 
«r thdr Spanieh and Italiaii neigbbon. 
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her. he kcev her. And 



Eilwich said unto her, ] 
whom I hare lored; 



** Ah ! tuiden, thou art she 
come a«-ftT vith me, lest thcj speak e?il of thee and | 
of me. ilinv a day have I lored thee." " I cannot 1 
e pledged my faith to raj father not 
It without his counsel, lor his life will last onljr 
1 Ao time of mr espousab. Wliaterer is to be, 
X be. Bat I will giro tbee adrice, if thou wilt 
take it. Go, a^ me of mj father, and that wbicli 
In shall re<]uire of ihee, grout it, aiid thou wilt ob- 
e ; but if thou deny him anrthiug, thou wilt 
taia me. and it will be woU 0>r tbeo if thou 
B with thj Ufe." ** I promise all this, if oc- 
'* said he. 

1 to her chamber, and thej- all nee 
1 faDowcd her to the casttc. And the; slew 
I fKvtcss, that were at the nine gates, in 
And Akt flew the nine watcb-dt^ witb- 
t of them fawkiitg. And thejr went forwatd 
Is Ike baO. 

** TW^iwting of Hearat and of man be onto Ibes, 
Yq » d> fca PwifcawT," aaJd they. ** AndyoOgWhrre- 
ftin eooK Ton I" ** We comfe to a&k thy daughter 
Olwca far Kilwich, the son of Kilydd, the son of 
e Kelyd4oD.** ** Where arc uj' pages and mr 
Raise tip the forks beneath my two eye- 
idt ban bUea orer my eyes, that 1 may 
i the bdiioB of my soti-ui-Uw." And thoy did so. 
i hilker l04Bomnr, and joa shall bare aa I 
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Tliejr rose to go forlli, and Yaiiadadeii Peukawr 
f Beizfid one of the three poisoned darts timt lay be- 
'^■ide him, and threw it after them. Aiid Bedwyr 
caught it, and flung it, and pierced Yspadaden 
Penkawr grievously with it through the knee. Then 
he said, "A cursed ungentle soa-iu-lan', truly! I 
eliali ever walk the worse for his rudeness, and shall 
ever be without a cure. This poisoned iron pains 
me like the hite of a gad-fly. Cursed be the smith 
Lvbo forged it, and tho anvil on which it was 
rought! So sharp is it ! " 
That niglit also tlicy took up their abode in the 
lliouse of the herdsman. The next day, with the 
Id&wu, they arrayed themselves and proceeded to the 
[e&stle, and entered the hall; and thoy said, " Vspa- 
I'dadeu Penkawr, give us thy daughter in considera- 
f tiou of Iier dower and her maiden fee, which wo will 
' pay to thee, and to her two kinswomen likewise." 
Then he said, " Her four grcaUgraudmotbera aud 
her four great-grandsires are yet alive ; it is needful 
[^ibat I take counsel of them." "Be it so," they 
werod, " we will go to meat." As they rose up 
^e took tho second dart that was beside him, and cast 
■it after them. And Meneu, the son of Gawedd, 
B^caughtit, and flung it back atliim, and wounded lilm 
I in tbo centre of the breast. " A cursed ungentle son- 
in-law, truly ! " said he ; " the hard irou pains me 
like tiie bite of a horse-leech. Cursed be the hearth 
_ whereon it was lieated, and the smith who formed 
So sharp is it ! Ueuceforth, whenever I go up 
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hill, I shall liare a t^caiit in my breatli, and s j 
in my chest, and I shall often loathe mj fbod.^ 
And they wont to meat. 

And tlio third day tliey rotnmed to the | 
And Tspadaden Pcukawr said to them, *' Phoot lua 
at mo again unless you desire death. Where ■ 
my attendants ? Lift up the forks of my eyebrowi 
which have fallen over my eyeballs, tliat I may si 
the fashion of my eon-iu-law," Then they t 
and, as tliey did go, Yspadaden Peukawr took I 
tliird poisoned dart and cast it at them. And Kit| 
wich caught it, and thi-ew it vigorously, and wounds 
ed him through the eyohall. " A cursed ungcullo:! 
son-in-law, truly! As long as 1 remain alive, myf 
eyesight will be the worse, \\liciiever I go against i 
the wind, my eyes will water; and poradveutura myj 
head will burn, and I shall have a giddiness ever 
new moon. Like the bite of a mad dog is the stroki 
of this poisoned iron. Cursed be the firo in nbidi] 
it was forged ! " And they went to meat. 

And tlio next day they came again to the paUcc, 
and they said, " Shoot not at us any more, nnlcss 
thou desircst such hurt and haim and torture a 
thou now hast, and even more." Said KilirichiJ 
" Give mo thy daughter ; and if thou wilt not givaj 
her, thou shall receive tliy death Iwcause of hor."J 
"Where is ho that seeks my daughter? Con 
hither where I may see tliee," And they plat 
him a chair faco to face with him. 

Said Yspadadoa Peukawr, " Is it thou tiuU « 
est my daughter 'i " 
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"It is I," answered Kilwich. 

" I must have thy plodgo tliat thou wilt not do 
toward mo otherwise than is just ; and when I have 
gotten tliat which I shall name, my daughter thou 
fitialt have." 

" I promise theo that, willingly," siud Kilwich ; 
" Domo what thou wilt." 

" 1 will do so," said he. " Seest thou yonder red 
tilled ground ? " 

" I Bce it." 

" When first I met the mother of this maiden, 
nine bushels oT flax wore Eown tlierein, and none 
has yet sprung up, white nor black. I require 
to have the flax to sow in the now land yonder, 
that when it grows up it may make a white wim- 
ple for my daughter's head on the day of thy wed- 
ding." 

" It will be easy for me to compass this, altbongh 
thou mayest think it will not be easy." 

" Though thou get this, there is yet that which 
thou wilt not get, — the harp of Teirtu, to play to 
us that night. When a man desires that it should 
play, it does so of itself; and when he desires that 
it should cease, it ceases. And this he will not gire 
of his own free will, and thou wilt not ho able to 
compel him." 

" It will he easy for rao to compass this, although 
thou mayest thiuk that it will not ho easy." 

" Though thou get this, there is yet that wliich 
thou wilt not get, I require tiiee to get me for my 
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bmit^nan Klabon, Uio son of Modron. He ims takenl 
from his mother wlioii tliree uighu old, and it is not 1 
known where he now is, nor whether he is liTing or 
dead," 

" It will be easy for me to compass this, although • 
thou mayest think it will not he easy." I 

"Though thou get this, there is yet that which I 
thou wilt not get, — the two cubs of the wolf Cast 
Rhymbi ; no leash in the world will hold tliem, but 
a leash made from the board of Dillus Yarwawc, the 
robber. And the leash will be of no avail unless it 
be plucked from his beard while he is alive. While 
he lives, he will uot stiffer tins to be done to Hm, 
and the leash will 1>c of no use should he be dead, 
because it will be brittle." 

** It will be easy for me to compass this, although 
thou maycst tliink it will uot be easy." 

" Though thou get this, there is yet that whi 
thou wilt not got, — the eword of Gwernach tliefl 
Giant ; of his own freo will ho will not give it, audi 
thou wilt never be able to compel him." 

" It will bo easy for me to compass this, althougU 
thou maycst thiuk it will not Iw easy." 

" Though thou get this, there is yet tliot whicld 
tbou wilt not get. Difficulties shall tliou miiftll 
with, and nights without sleep, in socking this, and) 
if tliou obtain it not, neither slialt thou obtaio ra/j 
daughter." 

'* Horses shall I have, and chivalry ; and my lord 
and kiusman, Arthur, will obtain for me aU I 
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tilings. And I shall gain tliy daughter, and thou 
slialt lose thy life." 

" Oo forward. And thou shalt not bo chargeable 
for food or raiment for my daughter -while thou art 
seeking these things ; and when thou hast com- 
passed all these marvels, thou shalt have my daugh- 
ter for thy wife." 




kILWTCn AND OLWES. CONTINUED. 

Ail tliat day they journeyed until the evening, 
and then they beheld a vast castle, which was the 
lai^st in the world. And lo ! a black man, larger 
than three of the men of this world, came out fiom 
the castle. And they spoke unto him, and said, 
" man, whose castle is that f " " Stapid are ye, 
truly, men ! There is no one in the world that 
does not know that this is the castle of Owemach 
the Giant." " What treatment is there for guests 
and strangers Uiat alight in that castle?" "0 
cbieitaiu, Heaven protect thee ! No guest ever re- 
turned thence alive, and no one may enter therein 
unless he brings with him his craft." 

Then they proceeded towards the gate. Said 
Gurhyr Gwalstat, " Is there a porter ! " *' There 
is ; wherefore dost thou call ? " " Open the gate." 
" I will not open it." " Wherefore wilt thou not ? " 
" The knife is in the meat, and the drink is in the 
horn, and there is revelry in the hall of Gwemach 
the Giant ; and except for a craftsman who brings 
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liis craft, the gate will not be opened to-uiglit." 
" Yorily, porter," then said Kay, " my craft hriiig 
I with rao." "What is thy craft?" "The hcst 
burnisher of swords am I m the world." " I will 
go and tell this unto Gweruach the Giant, aud 1 will 
bring thee an answer." 

So the porter went in, and Gwcniach said to him, 
" Host tiiou news from the gate ? " "1 have. 
There is a party at the door of the gata who dosiro 
to come in," " Didst Uiou inquire of thcin if they 
possessed any art?" "I did inquire," said he, 
" aud one told mc that he was well skilled in the 
burnishing of swords." " Wo have need of him 
then. For some time have I sought for some one 
to polish my sword, and could find no one. Let 
this man enter, since he briugs with him his craft." 

The porter thereupon returned and opened the 
gate. Aud Kay weut iu by himself, and he saluted 
Gwernach the Giant. And a chair was placed for 
him opposite !« Gwernftch. And Gwernach said to 
him, "0 man, is it true that is reported of thee, 
that thou knowost how to burnish swords ? " "I 
know full well how to do so," answered Kay. Then 
was the sword of Gwernach brouglit to him. And 
Kay took a blue whetstone from ujider his arm, and 
Osked whether he would have it burnished white or 
blue. " Do with it as it seems good to thee, or as 
tliou wouldst if it were tliine own." Thcu Kiiy 
polished one half of the blade, and put it in bis 
hand. "Will this please thee?" asked he. "I 
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woulJ rather than all that is in my domiiiioiui that 
the whole of it were like this. It is a marvel to ma 
that such a man as thou should be without a oom- 
[mniou." " O Doble sir, I hare a companion, tdbcit 
ho is uot skilled in this art." " Who may be bo ? " 
" Let the porter go forth, and I will tell hiin whero- 
l>y ho may know liim. The head of his tanco will 
leave its shaft, and draw blood from the wiud, and 
will descend uiion its shaft agahi." Then the gata 
was opened, and Bedwyr entered. And Kay said, 
" Bedwyr is very skilful, though lie knows not tliJs j 
art." 

And there was much discourse among Uioiie who I 
were without, because that Kay and Bedwyr had ( 
gone in. Mvi a young man who was with them, J 
the only son of the herdsman, got in also ; and ho I 
contrived to admit all the rest, but they kept them- J 
selves concealed. 

The BWord was now poliBhed, and Kay gavo !G I 
unto the hand of Gwernach the Giant, to see if ha ] 
were pleased with his work. And the giant said, I 
"The work is good; I am content therewith." 
Said Kay, " It is thy scabbard that hath rusited tliy I 
sword ; give it to mo, that I may lake out the wood* I 
en sides of it, and put in new ones." And he ioak I 
the scabbard from him, and the sword in the other I 
hand. And he came and stood over agaiiiEt thai 
giant, as if ho would have put the sword into tfao I 
scabbard ; and with it ho struck at the huad of thai 
giant, and cut off his head at unu blow. Tbun thejrl 
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I despoiled the castle, anil took from it what goods 
and jewels they would. Aiid they returned to Ar- 
thur's court, bearing with them tho sword of Gwer- 
nach the Giant. 

And when they told Arthur how they had sped, 
Arthur said, " It is a good heginning." Then they 
took counsel, and said, " Wlucli of these marvels 
will it be best for us to seek next ? " " It will be 
best," said one, " to seek Mahon, the son of Mo- 
dron ; and he will not be found unless we first find 
Eidoel, the son of Aer, his kinsman." Then Arthur 
rose up, and the warriors of the island of Britain 
with him, to seek for EidocI ; and tliey proceeded 
until tliey came to the castio of Glivi, where Eidoel 
was imprisoned. Glivi stood ou the summit of his 
costlc, and ho said, '• Arthur, what reqnirest thou 
of me, since nothing remains to mo in tliis fortress, 
and I have neither joy nor pleasure in it, neither 
wlieat nor oats ? Seek not, therefore, to do mo 
harm." Said Arthur, " Not to injure thee came I 
hither, but to seek for the prisoner that is with 
thee." " I will give thee my prisoner, though I 
had not thought to give him up to any one, and 
therewith shall thou have my siipport and my aid." 

His followers said unto Arthur, " Lord, go thou 
home, thou canst not proceed with tliy liost in quest 
of such small adventures aa these." Then said 
Artlmr, " It were well for thee, Gurhyr Gwabtat, 
to go upon tliis que^t, for thou knowest all Ian- 
guages, and art familiar with tliose of tho birda and 
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the licasts. Thou, Eidoel, oii^test likewise to go I 
with tliy men iu search of thj cousin. Aiid us for 1 
you, Kay and Bcdwyr, 1 have hope of whaterer 
adventure yo are iu quest of, that ye will acUieTo iu 
Achieve yo this adventure for me." 

They went forward until tbcy came to the Ousel '■ 
of Cilgwri. And Gnrhyr adjured lier, sayinj^.r 
" Tell me if thou knowcst aught of Mabon, the eon ] 
of Modroii, who was takeu when three nights old 1 
from betweeu Iiis mother aud the wall ? " And tlie J 
Ousel answered, "When I firet canio here, there I 
was a smith's anvil in this place, and I was then al 
young bird ; and from that time no work has bocnfl 
done upon it, savo tlie pecking of my beak i 
evening ; and now thero is not so much as the six<e oCJ 
a nut remaining tliereof ; yet durhig oU that time I 
have never heard of the man for whom you inquired 
Nevertheless, I will do that which it is fitting that I 
should for an embassy from Arthur. Tliore is i 
race of animals wlio were formed beforo me, aud ll 
will be your guide to them." 

So they proceeded to the place where was thai 
Stag of KedyiHTe. *' Stag of Redynvre, behold, wo 1 
are como to tlice, an embassy from Arthur, for »"0 ] 
have not heard of any animal older than tlum. j 
Say, knowcfit tiiou aught of Mabon, the son of I 
Modron, who was taken irom his motlicr when liirca I 
uiglita ohi 1 " The Stag said, " ^\lion first I cama i 
hither there was a plain all umund mo, without any J 
trees save one oak saijling, ivhieli gi-ew up to be & 



I 

I 
I 



D OLWES. 330 

oak with an hundred branches ; and that oak has 
sinoe jx^rishcd, so that now nothing roinaius of it 
but tlio withered stump ; and from that ditj to tliis 
I have been here, yet have I nover heard of the mna 
for wlioiu you inquire. Nevertlicless, Wutg an em- 
bassy fi'om Arthur, I will bo your guide to the 
plaee where thoro is an animal wliich was formed 
before I was, and the oldest animal in the world, 
and the one tliat has trarellcd most, tUo Eagle of 
Gweru Abwy." 

Gurhyr said, " Eagle of Gwem Abwy, we have 
come to tlieo, an embassy from Arthur, to aslc thca 
if thou kuowest aught of Mabon, tlio son of Modron, 
who was takcu from his mother when he was tlirco 
nights old ? " The Eagle said, " I have been huro 
for a great space of time, and wlicn I first ciima 
hither, tliere was a rook lieru froui tlio top of \shi<;h 
I pecked at the stars every evening; and it has 
crumbled away, and now it is not so much as a t]iaa 
high. All that time I have been here, and ] liavo 
ncvor heard of the man for whom you inquire, 
except once when I went in search of fiwd as f;ir as 
Llyn Llyw. And when I came there, I struck my 
talons into a salmon, thinkhig he would serve me 
as food for a long time. But ho drew mo into 
the water, and I was scarcely able to escape from 
him. After that I made peaco with him. And I 
drew fifty fiah-spears out of iiis back, and roliuvcd 
him. Unless ho know something of him whom you 
seek, I cannot tell who may. Howovor, I will guide 
you to the place where he is." 
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So iher WTDt thither ; and Ae Ei^o said, " £•!- 
■OB of lijn Uyw. I hare come to tbec vith an 
CfhriMT from Artfanr, to aafc thee if tboa kooweat 
•nbt of ^«*'«-. the soo of Modroo, who vas taken 
avar at thne niehts old from his mother." " As 
BQcfa aa I koov I vill teD :. With every tide I 
fo aione the rirer upvard, tO I come near to the 
vails vi Gloaeester, and ti •. hare I found sneh 
WTOBf as I menr fimnd c 
Oat je hmt give cnsdenoe 
tfaitber njMD each of mj I 
and Gorfayr Gvalstat vent 
of th<; Salmon, and Ihev pr 
unto the vail of the prison; and they heard a great 
Tailing and lamenting fhim the dungeon. Said 
GurfaTT, " Who is it that laments in this house 
of stone ? " '' Alas ! it is Mabon, the son of Modron, 
who is here imprisoned ; and no imprisonment was 
ever so grieToos as mine." " Hast thou hope 
of being released for gold or for alver, or for any 
gifts of wealth, or through battle and fighting ? " 
" By Rghttng will whatcrer I may gain be obtained." 

Then they went thence, and returned to Arthur, 
and they told him where Mabon, the son of Modron, 
was imprisoned. And Arthur summoned the war> 
riors of the island, and they journeyed as for as Glou- 
cester, to the place where Mabon was in prison. Kay 
and Bedwyr went upon the shoulders of the 6sh» 
whilst the warriors of Arthur attacked the castle. 
And Kay broke through the wall into the dungeon, 
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and brought away the priBoner upon his back, whilst 
the fight was going on between the warriors. And 
Arthur returned home, and Mabon with him at 
liberty. 

On a certam. day as Ourhyr Gwalstat was walk- 
ing over a mountam, ho hoard a wailing and a 
grievous cry. And when be hoard it, ho sprung 
forward aud went towards it. And when be came 
there, he saw a fire burning among the turf, and an 
ant-liill nearly surrounded with tbo fire. And ho 
drew his sword, and smote off the ant-hill close to 
the earth, so that it escaped being burned in the 
, fire. Aud the ants said to him, " Receive from us 
' the blessing of Heaven, aud that which no man can 
[ give, we will give thee." Then they fetched tho 
nine bushels of flax-seed which Yspadadcn Penkawr 
had required of Kilwich, and they brought the full 
measure, witltout lacking any, except oito flax-seed, 
find that the lame pismire brought in before uight. 

Then said Arthur, " Which of the marvels will it 
be best for us to seek next ? " *' It will be host to 
ik for the two cubs of the wolf Gast Rliymhi," 
■' Is it known, " said Arthur, " where she is ? " 
" She is in Abor Clcddyf," said one. Then Arthur 
I wont to tho bouse of Tringad, in Aber Cleddyf, and 
I he inquired of him whether he had heard of her 
I there. " Sbo has often slain my herds, and she is 
I there below in a cave in Aber Cleddyf." 

Then Arthur went in his ship Prydwen hy sea, 
I and tbe others went by land to bunt ber. And tliey 
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surrounded her and her two cubs, and took theniy 
and carried them away. 

As Kay and Bedwyr sat on a beacon-cairn on the 
summit of Plinlimmon, in the highest wind that 
ever was, they looked around them and saw a great 
smoke, afar off. Then said Kay, " By the hand of 
my friend, yonder is the fire of a robber." Then 
they hastened towards the smoke, and they came so 
near to it that they could see Dillus Varwawc 
scorching a wild boar. " Behold, yonder is the 
greatest robber that ever fled from Arthur," said 
Bedwyr to Kay. ^f Dost thou know him*? " . " I do 
know him," answered Kay ; *' he is Dillus Varwawc, 
and no leash in the world will be able to hold the 
cubs of Gast Rhymhi, save a leash made from the 
beard of him thou scest yonder. And even that will 
be useless unless his beard be plucked out alive, 
with wooden tweezers; for if dead it will be brittle." 
" What thinkcst thou that we should do concerning 
this ? " said Bedwyr. " Let us suffer him," said 
Kay, " to eat as much as he will of the meat, and 
after that he will fall asleep." And during that 
time they employed themselves in making the wood- 
en tweezers. And when Kay knew certainly that 
he was asleep, he made a pit under his feet, and he 
struck him a violent blow, and squeezed him into 
the pit. And there they twitched out his beard 
completely with the wooden tweezers, and after that 
they slew him altogether. And from thence they 
went, and took the leash made of Dillus Varwawc's 
beard, and they gave it into Arthur's hand. 
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Thug tlicy got all tlie marvels that Yspadoden 
PenkavfT had required of Kilwich; and they set for- 
ward, and look the marvels to his court. And Kil- 
wich said to Yspadaden Peukawr, " Is thy daughter 
mine now ? " " She is thine," said he, " hut there- 
fore noedest thou not thank me, hut Arthur, who 
hath accomplished this for theo." Then Goreu, the 
son of Custcnnin, the herdsman, whoso brothers 
Tspadaden Penkawr had shiin, seized him by the 
hair of his head, and dragged him after him to the 
keep, and cut off his head, and placed it on a stake 
on tlio citadel. Tlicn tliey took possession of his 
castlo, and of his treasures. And that night Olweu 
became Kilwich's bride, and slio continued to bo his 
wife OS long as she lived. 
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n itj. xi-en ElpJiin went u: l:»:i. 
.:z .- :l*i T-rlr Lu: a kaihem iisi^ -;•:;. a 
,*z v^lr. TLrrn said the weir-viri unio 
aZ ki-7 :l;-lrick aforetime was nothing to 
z'j-s- ir^ou ha«t dcf^troyed the virtues of the 
■L altars vieldcd the value of an bimdred 



pounds every May eve ; and to-night there is noth- 
ing but this leathern skin within it." " How now," 
said Elphin, " there may be therein the Taluo of a 
hundred pounds." Well ! they took up the leath- 
ern bag, and ho who opened it saw the foreliead of 
an infant, the fairest that ever was seen ; and he 
said, " Behold a radiant brow ! " (in the Welsh lan- 
guage, taliesin.') " Taliesin bo he called," said El- 
phin. And ho lifted the bag iu his arms, and, 
lamenting his bad luck, placed the boy sorrowfully 
behind him. And he made his horse amble gently, 
that before had been trotting, and ho carried him as 
boflly as if he had beeu sitting in the easiest chair in 
the world. And presently the boy made a Cousola- 
tion, and prdso to Elphiii ; and the Consolation was 
as you may here see, 

- Fair Elpliin. renM M lamrnl I 
NeiBt in Gwjdclno's weir 
Wm (here «nrh good luck u Ihia night. 
Itting siul will Dot BTuil - 
Beuer (o trust in God tluui to runrboJo ill ; 
Wvak and smsll «a I nm, 
On the foaming bench of lh<> occnn, 
In iho dny of truDb1<> I elinl] Iw 
Of raocv Krvico lu (hi» thua tbire handitil mIioor." 

This was the first poem that Taliesin ever sung, 
being to console Elphin in his grief for that the pro- 
duce of the weir was lost, and what was worse, that 
all the world would consider that it was through 
his fault and ill-luck. Then Elphlu asked liim 
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«t«t W was, vheffaez- man or SfiiiU And he s 

' I >■*< bccB ixBtd a ce»rly pcnoa ; 
bM • «uk iMAHtt t^ I «w rimm. 



IWb cane KljJiin to tbe house of Gwrddso, hb 
ftAcr, kMl TaEesin wiib bim. Gwjddiioksked him 
X im kad had a guod haol at the weir, and ho told 
k^ ttat In had px that vhicb was better tlian fish. 
^Whstt was that V" said Gwrddno. " A I>ard," said 
Elpliik. Thai said Gvyddno, "AlasI irbatwillhe 
pfufit thee?" And Talienn himself rejJied and 
said. " He vill pro6t him more than the ireir ever 
pivfittfd tbee.*^ Asked Gwyddno, "Ait thoa able 
K> $paik, and thoa eo little?" And Taliesin an* 
$v>Hvd him, " I am better able to tpe$k than thoa 
to ^aestton me." "Zict me hear what thoa canst 
sar." qooth Gvrddno. Then Taliesin 8ang : — 



AEt thr tarmm of ^ vwM an coUcctid in mj bna^ 
Far 1 kaav vkat haa beca, and wliat bcRafter will occar." 

Elf^un gare bis hanl to his wife, and she nursed 
him tendtflj and lovingly. Thenceforward Elpbin 
iaciemsed in riches more and more, day after day, 
and in lore and favor with the king; and there 
ahudt! TuUc&in uutU ho "wiu thirteen years old. 



when ElphJn, son of Gwyddno, went by a Christmas 
ixiritatiou to his uncle, Maelgaii Gwyuedd, wlio 
held open court at Christmas-tide in the castle of 
Uyganwy, for all the number of his lords of both de- 
grees, botli spiritual and temporal, with a vast and 
thronged host of knights and squires. And ono 
arose and said, " la there in the whole world a king 
EC great as Maelgan, or one on whom Heaven has 
bestowed so many gifts as nj»on Mm ; — form, and 
beauty, and meekness, and strength, besides all tho 
powers of the soul?" jVnd together with these 
they said that Heaven had given one gift that ex- 
ceeded all the others, which was the beauty, and 
grace, and wisdom, and modesty of his queen, 
whose virtues surpassed those of all the ladies and 
noble maidens tln-onghout the whole kingdom. 
And with this they put questions ono to another, 
Who had braver men ? Who had fairer or swifter 
lorses or greyhounds? Who had more skilful or 
riser bards than llaelgan ? 

When they had all made an end of their praising 

the king and his gifts, it befell that Klphin spoke on 

this wise. " Of a truth, none but a king may vie 

with a king ; but were ho not a king, I would say 

that my wife was as virtuous as any lady in the 

kingdom, and also that I have a bard who is more 

I skilful tiian all the king's hards." In a short spaco 

I some of his fellows told tho king all the boastings 

' Elphin ; and tho king ordered him to be tlirown 

I into a strong prison, until lie might show the trutli 
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as to the virtues of his wife, and the wisdom of his 
bard. 

Now when Elphin had been put in a tower of the 
castle, with a thick chain about his feet, (it is said 
that it was a silver chain, because he was of royal 
blood,) the king, as the story relates, sent his son 
Bhun to inquire into the demeanor of Elphin's wife. 
Now Rhun was the most graceless man in the world, 
and there was neither wife nor maiden with whom 
he held converse, but was evil spoken of. While 
Rhun went in haste towards Elphin's dwelling, be- 
ing fully minded to bring disgrace upon his wife, 
Taliesin told his mistress how that the king had 
placed his master in durance in prison, and how 
that Rhun was coming in haste to strive to bring 
disgrace upon her. Wherefore he caused his mis- 
tress to array one of the maids of her kitchen in her 
apparel ; which the noble lady gladly did, and she 
loaded her hands with the best rings that she and 
her husband possessed. 

In this guise Taliesin caused his mistress to put 
the maiden to sit at the board in her room at sup- 
per ; and he made her to seem as her mistress, and 
the mistress to seem as the maid. And when they 
were in due time seated at their supper, in the man- 
ner that has been said, Rhun suddenly arrived at 
Elphin's dwelling, and was received with joy, for 
the servants knew him ; and they brought him to 
the room of their mistress, in the semblance of 
whom the maid rose up from supper and welcomed 
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him gladly. And afterwards she sat down to sup- 
per again, and Rlnm with her. Then Rhiin began 
jesting with the maid, who still kept tlie semblanco 
of her mistress. And verily this story shows that 
tho maiden bocamo so intoxicated that she fell 
asleep ; and tlie story relates that it was a powder 
that Rhun put into the drink, that made her sleep 
so soundly tliat she never felt it when he cut off 
from her hand her little finger, whereon was tho 
signet ring of Elphin, which he had sent to his wife 
as a token a short time before. And Rhun returned 
to the king with the finger and tlie ring as a proof, 
to show tliat he had cut it off from her hand with- 
out her awaking-from her sleep of intemperance. 

Tho king rejoiced greatly at these tidings, and he 
sent for his councillors, to whom he told tlio wliolo 
story from the beginning. And he caused Etpliin 
to be brought out of prison, and he chided him be- 
cause of his buast. And he spake on tliis wise: 
" Elphin, bo it known to thco beyond a doubt, that 
it is but folly for a man to trust in the virtues of his 
wife further tlian he can seij her ; and that thou 
mayest be certain of thy wife's rileness, behold her 
finger, with thy signet ring upon it, which was cut 
from her hand last night, while she slept the sleep 
of intoxication." Then thus spake Elphin : " With 
thy leave, miglity king, 1 cannot deny my ring, for 
it is known of many; but verily I assert that the 
finger around which it is was never attached to tho 
hand of my wife; for in truth and certainty there 
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are three notable things pertainmg to it, none of 
which ever belonged to any of my wife's fingers. 
The first of the three is, that it is certainly known 
to me that this ring would never remain upon her 
thumb, whereas you can plainly see that it is hard 
to draw it over the joint of the little finger of the 
hand whence this was cut. The second thing is, that 
my wife has never let pass one Saturday since I 
have known her, without paring her nails before 
going to bed, and you can see fiilly that the nail of 
this little finger has not been pared for a month. 
The third is, truly, that the hand whence this finger 
came was kneading rye dough within three days be- 
fore the finger was cut therefrom, tand I can assure 
your highness that my wife has never kneaded rye 
dough since my wife she has been." 

The king was mightily wroth with Elphin for so 
stoutly withstanding him, respecting the goodness 
of liis wife ; wherefore he ordered him to his prison 
a second time, saying that he should not be loosed 
thence until he had proved the truth of his boast, 
as well concerning the wisdom of his bard as the 
virtues of his wife. 

In the mean time his wife and Taliesin remained 
joyful at Elphin's dwelling. And Taliesin showed 
his mistress how that Elphin was in prison because 
of them ; but he bade her be glad, for that he would 
go to Maelgan's court to free his master. So he took 
leave of his mistress, and came to the court of Mael- 
gan, who was going to sit in his ball, and dine in 
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Toyal state, as U was the custom in thoso days 
for kings luid priiiccs to do at every chief feast. As 
as Tolicsia entered tlio Iiall, he placed himself 
quiet corner, near the place whcro tlio bards 
and the minstrels were wont to come, in doing their 
serricQ and duty to the king, as i» the cutitom at the 
liigh festivals, when the hounty is proclaimed. So, 
when the bards and the heralds came to cry largess, 
and to proclaim the power of the king, and his 
strength, at the moment when they passed by the 
corner wherein he was crouching, Talicsiu jiouted out 
his lips after them, and played "Blorwm, blerwm!" 
with liis finger upon liis lips. Neither took they 
much notice of him as they wont by, but j>ro- 
ceedcd forward fill they came iKtforo the king, unto 
whom they made their ohoisanco with their bodies, 
as they were wont, without speaking a single word, 
but pouting out their lips, and making mouths at 
the king, playing " Blerwm, lilerwm ! " upon their 
lips with their fingers, as they had seen the boy do. 
This sight caused the king to wonder, and to deem 
within himself that they wore drunk with mjmy 
liquors. AVhereforc ho commanded one of his lords, 
who served at the board, to go to them and desire 
thom to collect their wits, and to consider where 
they stood, and what it was fitting for them to do. 
And this lord did so gladly. But they ceased not 
from tlicir folly any more than before. Whereupon 
ho sent to them a second time, aud'a third, desiring 
ihem to go forth from the hall. At the last the king 
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ordered one of his squires to give ablow to the chief 
of them, named Heinin Yardd ; and the squire todc 
a broom uid struck him on the head, so that he fell 
back in his seat. Then he arose, and went on liis 
knees, and besought leave of the king's grace to 
show that this their fkult was not through wuit of 
knowledge, neither through drunkenness, but by 
the influence of some spirit that was in the hall. 
And he spoke on this wise : *^ O honorable king, be 
it known to your grace that not from the strength 
of drink, or of too much liquor, are we dumb, but 
through the influence of a spirit that sits in the cor- 
ner yonder, in the form of a child." Forthwith the 
king commanded the squire to feteh him ; and he 
went to the nook where Taliesin sat, and brought 
him before the king, who asked him what he was, 
and whence he came. And he answered the king 
in verse: — 

** Primary chief bard am I to Elphin, 
And my native ooantry is the region of the summer stare ; 
I have been in Asia with Noah in the ark, 
I have seen the destmction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
I was in India when Rome was built, 
I have now come here to the renmant of Troia." 

When the king and his nobles had heard the song, 
they wondered much, for they had never heard tlio 
like from a boy so young as he. And when the 
king knew that he was the bard of Elphin, he bade 
Ileinin, his first and wisest bard, to answer Taliesin, 
and to strive with him. But when he came, he 
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cotild do no other than play " IJIenrm!" on his lips ; 
and Tvhen he sent for the others of the four and 
twenty bards, thoy all did likewise, and could do no 
other. And Maelgaii asked the boy Talie^n what 
was his errand, and ho answered liim in song : — 

"Elphin, the son of Owyddoo, 
la in ihe Und of Artro, 
Secored by tbirteco locks, 
For prusin^ hU inatrnclor. 
Therafore I, Tatii»iD, 
Cbief of the bordg of die wMt, 
Will looeen Elphio 
Oul of ■ goldoo fatter." 

Then he sang to them a riddle : — 

" DiscovCT Uma what is 
Tbc Btnin^ creature from bdbra tlio flood, 
WilboDt flash, wilfaoul bona, 
Wiuiout vein, without blood, 
Witliout luMid, without fact : 
It vriU Dciiher be older nor yoangcr 
Than at the baginniag, 
Ik-hold how tlie KB wliilcng 
Wlien flrat it romcs, 
When it aomos from the wnlh, 
When it Btrikua on coasti. 
It ii ia iho fiald, it it in the wowl, 
But the ejD cannai pcrccivo iL 
One Being hai prc|iRrcd it, 
By • iremendom bloat, 
To WTvak vengeanus 
On MaelgoD Gwyttcdd." 

"Wliilc he was thus singing his verse, there aroBO 
0, miglity storm of wind, so that the king and all his 
nobles thought that the castle would fall upon their 
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